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The 2021-22 Photo Album & Scrapbook is a visually rich and informative document

highlighting key events, community initiatives, and achievements related to the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District (MOFD) and its partner organization, the Rescue One Foundation,
during the 2021-2022 period.

Key Highlights:
1. Community Events

= July 4th, 2021 Orinda Parade: The Friends of the Moraga Adobe participated in a
horse-drawn carriage. The parade featured vintage planes, local bands,

cheerleaders, and community groups such as the Orinda Rotary and Moms Demand
Action. The event was live-streamed for the first time.

« MOFD Open House (May 7, 2022): The fire district welcomed residents for
demonstrations and engagement at Station 45.

« Fire Prevention Open House (October 1, 2022): Included displays and
partnerships with Cal Fire and MOFD to promote wildfire preparedness.

2. Fire Safety and Preparedness

« Controlled Burn at Painted Rock (June 2021): A fuel reduction and training exercise
involving MOFD and multiple Bay Area fire agencies.

» Weather Station Installation: A portable Remote Automated Weather Station

(RAWS) was reinstalled to monitor real-time environmental conditions for fire risk
assessment.

3. Rescue One Foundation Contributions

« $200,000 Bequest from longtime Moraga resident Angie Sakalay, the largest in the
foundation’s history.

= Equipment Funded:

o LUCAS CPR devices, thermal imaging cameras, defibrillators, AEDs, drones,
and decontamination systems.

o Stryker power gurneys and a Kubota RTV for rugged terrain response.

+« Foundation Mission: Since 1977, Rescue One has supported MOFD by purchasing

advanced equipment and funding paramedic training, with donations entirely from
local citizens.

4. Public Outreach and Education

« Emphasis on creating defensible space to protect homes from wildfire.

+ Shared resources and links for residents to learn more about fire mitigation and
emergency preparedness.



T 2021
July 4, 2021 - Orinda Independence Day Parade
s Friends of the Moraga Adobe participated in a horse-drawn entry.

« Parade featured vintage planes, local bands, public service groups, and live-
streaming for the first time.

= Rescue One Foundation and MOFD were represented.
June 21-24, 2021 - Controlled Burn at Painted Rock
« MOFD led training and fuel reduction exercises in Moraga.

« Participating agencies included East Bay Regional Parks, Cal Fire, Oakland Fire, and
Berkeley Fire.

September 1, 2021 - Passing of Angie Sakalay
= Longtime Moraga resident and Rescue One donor passed away.

« Laterrevealed she bequeathed $200,000 to Rescue One Foundation.

T 2022
March 2022 - Rescue One Foundation Receives Historic Donation

« Officially notified of Angie Sakalay’s $200,000 gift—the foundation’s largest ever.
May 7, 2022 - MOFD Open House at Station 45

« Community members invited for fire safety demonstrations and engagement
activities.

July 4, 2022 - Orinda & Moraga Celebrations

« Rescue One Foundation had a presence at both Independence Day events.

« Continued tradition of community engagement and public education.
September 2022 - Rescue One Foundation Meeting

+ MOFD Chief Dave Winnacker demonstrated a Stokes litter tie-in system.
October 1, 2022 - MOFD & Cal Fire Fire Prevention Open House

« Held at Station 45 to promote National Fire Prevention Week.

« Showcased wildfire defense strategies and safety technologies.
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The Friends of the Moraga Adobe ride in horse-drawn style along the parade route. Photo Sors COrDehary




From flags to vintage planes, it was a flying Fourth in Orinda

By Sora O'Doherty

Having only missed one year since its inception in
1484, the Orinda Fourth of July Parade was back in
2021, a little bit smaller, but still replete with bands,
paliticians, cars and even airplanes. With 38 entries,
the parade was announced at its starting point in
the Theatre District by Bill Cosden and on the Vil-
lage side by the “Voice of Orinda,” Steve Harwood
and Scott Butler at the Orinda Community Center. At

-also recorded, and is avai

the coneluston of the parade, there was a special fly-
over of vintage planes by the Memorial B:ﬂmﬁmnh
honor of America’s Independence Day and in sup-

port of the “Best Home Town” parade in America.

The parade committee was co-chaired by Diane
Lautz and President Bill Waterman of the Orinda
Association. This year, for the first time ever, the
event was live-streamed by three ate cameras
filming from different . The live-stream was
for viewing on

p.m, the Friends of the Orinda Library held its any

anthem,

YouTube.
The event opened with the raising of the. :

mmﬂg a.m. The Lewiston |azz Ba ik .

played at 9:30 a.m., and from 10 a.m. o 1

nual book sale pn the library plaza. Before the pa-
the winter Lamorinda 1dol sang the national <

Following Sen. Steve
Glazer, the parade ended
with the Orinda Volunteer

brass hoppers and the Spirit

of 29, a Dixieland Jazz Band.
Many public service
groups, such as Orinda Ro-
tary, Moms Demand Action,
Friends of the Moraga
Adobe, Friends of Wagner
Ranch, Friends of Orinda
Creeks, the Peter Pan Foun-
dation, Orinda Masonic, the

' From flags to vintage planes, it was a :
flying Fourth in Orinda

. continued from Page A1

pert Tree Service, Uncle
Sams Go Karts.
The arts were repre-

Lamorinda Order of DeMo-
lay the Lamorinda 4H and
the California Rescue Dog
Association also marched in
the parade. The Friends of
the Orinda Library also I}jmr
ticipated, in addition to 1i-
brary staff. Local businesses
were also represented, in-
cluding_nﬂ;ﬁda Maotors,
Blﬂrdfns. The Forge Pizza
Truck, Mechanic's Bank, Ex-

with the for

Demand Action. Miramante

team and

cheerleaders, as well as the




By Sora O’'Doherty

In late June a controlled burn
at the John Muir Land Trust's
Painted Rock property in
Moraga served the dual pur-
pose of reducing fuels that
might feed a wildfire and
providing an opportunity to
train firefighters from around
the Bay Area. Moraga-Orinda
Fire District Battalion Chief
Steve Gehling was the incl-
dent commander,

Moraga residerits were
warned that they might smell
or see smoke during the exer-
clseg June 21-24. Bystanders

came from as far as Walnut
Creek, from where they could
see the smoke,

The exercises started at
10 a.m and concluded no
later than 5 p.m. each day.
According to Gehling, 10
MOFD firefighters were
jpined by 20 firefighters from
East Bay Regional Parks, three
from the Berkeley Fire De-
partment, and four each from
the Oakland Fire Department,
the Military Ocean Terminal
Concord Federal firefighters,
and Cal Fire Santa Clara Unit.

The Fire District coordi-
nated the tralning with the

i i
.ill:.ﬁ.;‘:iJ"

Bay Area Air Qpuality Man-
agement District and the Fire
Weather Forecasters at the
National Weather Service to
ensure the size and timing of
the training burns would
minimize smoke impacts on
homes and smoke-sensitive
sites in the area, As it hap-
pened, the conditions did not
require rescheduling any of
the training days.

Signs were posted cau-
tioning motorists and bicycles
of the additional fire equip-
ment traffic and potential for
reduced visibility along Mor-
aga Road and Rheem Boule-

Phustos Sora O Doherty
vard. Asthe firefighters set one traffic lane was closed.
fire to the hillside starting at Moraga Police Department
the top of the hill and coming  cars were present to monitor
down toward Moraga Road, the situatior.

Fire District Public Meetings
Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors

Wzdnﬁday July 21, 6 pm.

ConFire
Board of Directars

For mesting times ancd agendas, visit www.mofd,org

Regular Meeting; Tuesday, July 131 p.m,
For meeting times and agendas, visit www.ccclipd org




Longtime Moraga resident heque_aths $200K to Rescue One

Angie Sakalay passed away on
Sept. 1, 2020.

By Jennifer Wake

As part of her lifelong commit-
“ment to give back to the com-
munity, over the past several
years Moraga resident Angie

Phito caurresy Tany Nucels

Sakalay made an annual do-
nation to the Rescue One
Foundation - a nonprofit that
collects and administers funds
to purchase medical equip-
ment on behalf of the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District.

Sadly, Sakalay passed
away on Sept. 1, 2020. Inthe
fall, according to Rescue One-
Treasurer Gregory Reams, the
nonprofit was notified by her
brother and trustee, Tony
Nuceio, that the nonprofit was
named as a beneficiary in
Sakalay's trust. Last month,
Rescue One learned that
Sakalay had begueathed
$200,000 to the organization —
the largest single donation the
nonprofit has received since
its inception in 1977,

“During any time, these
truly significant donations en-
able us to grant funds to MOFD
[or items that may be more
costly,” said Rescue One presi-

dent Maridel Moulton. *Rescue
One has always partnered with
MOFD particulariy 1o grant
funds for the purchase of ‘cut-
ting edge’ technologles and
trainings. That reflects our
founding intent when forward-
thinking citizens of Moraga
went doar 10 door and raised
funds to purchase a van and
retrofil it 10 SeTVe as our very
first district ambulance while
also sending two firefighters to
Stanford 1o be trained as
paramedics.”

Ower its 44-year history,
Rescue One has purchased,
with donated funds, over
$580,000 in advanced medical
and safety equipment, sup-

ies, and educational services
or MOFD, said Reams. Some
examples included multiple
LUCAS devices at $14,000 each,
multiple thermal imaging
cameras at $10,000 each, mul-
tiple defibrillator/monitors,

ranging from $8,000 to $31,000
each, and multiple AEDs (au-
tomated external defibrilla-
tors) at $2,000 each.

In 2016, at the Moraga 24-
Hour Fitness, operations man-
ager Kiley Yearnan used an
AED to revive a chient who had
suffered a heart attack. She
had learned how to use the*
device during a CPR certifica-
tion class. Thanks (o generous

locations throughout Lamor-
inda,

"The dual challenges of
the pandemic and wildfires
has prompted continued do-
nations to maintain the very
high quality of MOFD services
5o valued by our community
residents,” Moulton said. Res-
cue One js currently working

with MOFD Chief Dave Win-

nacker “to identify the best

donations like Sakalay’s, AEDs  wayl(s) to utilize these funds
have been installed at multiple  and to honor Angie.”
Fire District Public Meetings
Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors
Wednesday, March 17, 6 p.m
For meeting times and viait www.mofdorg
ConFire
Board of Directors
Tuesday, March 9, 1:00 p.m,
For mesting times and agendas, visit www.cddpd.org
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Rescue One Foundation a vital prmuder ofcuttmg ed,ge T

equipment to fire district

By Lou Fancher

Moraga's Rescue (One Founda-
on might be one of the best-
pt secrets in Lamorinda.
President Maridel Moul-
says more than once people
sive asked if the organization
& works with is part of Tony
Russa‘s ARF (Animal Rescue
imdation).

RiF isa citzen-developed
rofit whose mission since
unding in 1977 has been

fund and purchase vital
dical and safety equipment,
plies, and first responders’
ucational services for the
raga-Orinds Fire District.
e small, all-volunteer group
pes not supply the emergency
e and paramedic depart-
(ents with big equipment such

as fire trucks, but instead pours
its resources into ambulance
improvements, drones; cutting
edge weather data technology,
portable command system
hardware, CPR devires, decon-
tamination systems and similar
items.

“We do no actual fundrais-
ing." says Moulton, “All of the
donations come from citizens
who are thrilled and want o be
supportive of gur fire
department.”

Prior to R1F's formation,
Moraga in particular was iso-
lated from the ambulance ser-
vicesof Contra Costa County,
Residents requiring an ambu-
lance often had to use a private
company for service and delays
of up to an hour were not un-
common, according to R1F's
historical fact gathering. De

spite adequate Emergency
Medical Team members to pro-
vide on-site medical services,
delays In emergency trans-
portation to medical facilities
was Inadegquate or even
life-threéftening,

The Moraga Service
League, a group active even
belore the formation of R1F,
bought & van and refitted it (o
be an ambularice. Moulton
says. “Peaple went door to door
to collect money.” The R1F
website fills out the history: “At
the samé time the Fire Chief,
Don Skinner and his staff were
in commuynication with the
State of California Health Ser-
vices, County Mecical Office,
and john Muir Hospital with
the goal of obtaining the am-
bulance contract for the Dis-
trict, This was the start of com-
munity efforts to begin the
MEPD Rescue Service and was
the forerunner of today's
Maraga-Orinda Fire District’s
paramedic ambulance service”

Moultan says citizen ac-
tivists have continued the early
groundwork laid by the Moraga
Service League: "We always
have Invested In cutting-edge
equipment,” she said. “It began
with the concept that we
wanted this to be local. We now
ask the fire chief to come 1o us
- nat for big ticket equipment
like trucks and ambulantes,
but for state-of-the-art equip-
ment and technology. For ex-
ample, we were one of the first
fire departments to have 3

{ drone”

In addition to the D]I In-
spire v2 Drone that monitors
fire conditions and fuel loads
im remote areas and is capable
of providing low-cost assistance
Iri search-and-rescue opera-
tions, R1F has funded the Re-
mote Automatic Weather Sta-
tion (RAWS). Developed by For-
est Technology Systems, the
RAWS tracks real rime wind,
humidity, moisture content,
and other data used by fire
managers to predict fice be-
haviar.

"The RAWS expands the
window inwhich we can con-
duct prescribed burns for the

MOFTVs Stryker Emergency Patient Transpori

purpaose of fuel mitigation and
firefighter training,” MOFD
Fire Chiel Dave Winnacker
sald. "Having this tool and its
ability to directly report real
time local weather conditions
to the BAAQMD has resulted in
a significant increase in the
number of days we have been
able to use fire as a training
and fire risk reduction tool.”

Other acquisitions include
the Asroclaye Decontamination
System and the Kubota RTV
with Skid Pump. “The Aero-
Clave has been critical in both
the efficiency and efficacy of
our eypanded decontamination
efforts,” Winnacker said, “This
nets two benefits by reducing
the potential for disease trans-
mission while returning units
to an in-service status more
rapidly. Given the small size of
our system and increased de-
mands for pre-hospital care
and transport, both have been
critical to the maintenance of
our service defivery, The Kub-
ofa nol only ingreases access (o
remote areas, but it has facili-
tated our use of prescribed fire
by reducing the staffing re-
quired to move firefighting
l.'{[uipmeril over rugged
terrain,”

Moulton, asked about the
Aeroclave, says, “When they
were transporting patients
with COVID, they had to make
sure the firefighters didn't ger,
ill. The inside of an ambulance
is stuffed with nooks and cran-
nies, They were cleaning all of
those surfaces with Clorox

Photu prosid

wipes between each run. it wa
very difficult and time
consuming.”

RI1F also supplied funds fo
the district’s Stryker Emers
gency Patient Transport. The
Stryker hattery powered gur-
neys allow paramedics to use :
hydraulic system 1o raise and
lowrer gurneys with a simple

ress of a button. A retractabl
ead section allows for maneu
verability in tight spaces com-
man to homes and ambulance

Moulton says the founda-
tion relies on Chief Winnacke:
and other firefghting and res-
cue experts to recommend
eguipment and services neade
to bolster their capabilities.
“We don’t ity to do their jol,
They know thelr business. We
iire completely separite from
MOFD, but we're responsive tc
their needs, * she says.

Winnacker says the com-
munity support the MOFD en-
joys is nothing short of re-
markable and "one of the trug
joys of being a member of the
fire district.” Embodied in the
volunteers who make up the
R1F, he feels an obligation to
return the commitment. “We
strive to live up to these expec
tations and are deeply appre-
ciative of the generations of
residents and Tirefighters whe
worked 50 hard to make this a
realiry.”

For more information
about the Rescue One Founda

_ thon, visit its new website at

www.rescuel foundation.org/,
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Hello Sally,

What a beautiful weekend for the Presidents' Day
holiday! 1 hope you've enjoyed having a bit more
~time for hobbies, family, snow fun, and noticing the
. many trees and daffodils in bloom around town. Did
you notice that today's date is all two's?

Please note the next meeting on new housing site
opportunities for Moraga. It will be held on
Wednesday, March 2. Details are below.

In the last issue of The MCN Link, the book fair link to the description of
each book offered did not work. It does now! Using it is an easy way to
choose the books you want before contacting the Orinda Book Store.

Have you heard of this 45-year old
RES [:“E 1 organization? Do you know some of the

FOUNDATION amazing ways it has helped countless
Moraga residents in emergencies? Rescue
One would love for you to visit its new website, www.R1F.org to learn
about and support this vital organization of volunteers who work very
closely with our fire department, MOFD.

COMING ON SATURDAY, MARCH 12
- IDLE THREAT - A movie screening

TOWN HALL THEATRE, 3535 School §t., Lafayette,
MARCH 12, 11 AM

The film, "ldle Threat", follows its director/producer
George Pakenham as he brings the attention of




MOPD Volunteers remsta]l weather statmn fur the upcommg ﬁre season

Three members of the Moraga Orinda  ational, the station collects data on

“Fire Districts’ Communlcations- relative humidity, air temperature,

: l.lflp-ﬂl‘t volunteer group recently fuel moisture, fuel temperature, wind
elped reinstall a portable Remote speed and direction, peak wind gust

Automated Weather Station (RAWS), and direction, solar radiation, and

Charlie MacNulty (Moraga), Jason rainfall hourly. The station can be

Matthews and Carol Bergren (Orinda)  queried by fire managers in the field
assisted MOFD Emergency Prepared- via radio to provide real-time data
ness CoordinatorDennis Rein with the  during an emergency.

project. With fire season quickly ap- . “The District is working on wild-
proaching, collecting a good baseline fire preparedness projects yeir-
of fuels and weather information is round,” Rein commented, “We need

unpurtem. ucmr&ing to Reln every homeowner's help to manage
ALE their property and keep our commu-

nities safer. Fire season will be here

before we know it." - S. O'Doherty

For more information on how to prepare for fire season visit:
mmwmmwmwm

The data from the station is available to the general public here; ’
https./fmesawest, uwmwmmm_hm_mmmz

Phato providod
The portable Eemote Automated Weather Station.
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Defend Your Home from Fires by Creating a “Defensible Space”
RA Trim Trees fo Maintain &l least B leel
ﬂ.'o G‘-! of Verical Clearance Above Roof Line

Kesp Roof ang Guners
Ciear of Deknz

Tnim Tress so Branches are & eas!
B leel Above Ground and Remayve
Ladder Fuels

Grasses CUT and Mamntaned
to 3 inches or less in Heght

Remoys ALL Harardous '\ egetabion

Masntain 2 feet of non-cambustipls
Space around & siructine Bemave ALL DEAD

=T ¥ S F ’
ot BYING Trees

For Mare Information,

FSAT TR
Scan the QR Code or e
Vist Us At: LOCAL CONCORD, CA
PEAMIT NO. 47
hitps: thaww mold.org/our-districtfusls-mitigation. fire POSTAL CUSTOMER ECRWSS

pErpventiondharand ous-wil gifire-fuals-reduction program




2022 MOFD OpreN Housek
AT STATION 45

May, 7, 2022










JULY 4rtH 2022

THE REscue 1 FOUNDATION WAS PRESENT AT
BOTH THE ORINDA PARADE AND THE
Town oF MoracA CELEBRATION.







Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation = -
National Fire Prevention Week is October 9-15, m

LOOK. LISTEN. LEARN.
Be aware, _Fw@ can !ﬂ.é_ugﬁ& s!.mwu@sm

Saturday, October 1, 2022
Man-ﬂ*nﬂm

Faraairy mnd Flre Pratection
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STOKES LITTER TIE-IN SYSTEM

DEMONSTRATED BY CHIEF WINNACKER
AT THE SEPTEMBER 2022 R1F MEETING




