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¥ Foundation Support and Donations

« Angie Sakalay Bequest (2020): A longtime Moraga resident bequeathed $200,000, the
largest donation in Rescue One history. Funds were earmarked for advanced medical
equipment and honoring her legacy.

« Over the five years, Rescue One raised over $580,000 to support MOFD with:
o LUCAS devices
o Defibrillators and cardiac monitors
o Thermal imaging cameras
o AEDs placed throughout Lamorinda

o Scholarships and CPR training materials

2= Fire & Emergency Response Highlights

= October 2020 - Sanders Ranch Fire: MOFD coordinated with Cal Fire and park services
to suppress a 30-acre fire caused by late-season fuel reduction work.

= August Complex Fire (2020): MOFD staff assisted on-site at California’s largest wildfire,
with responsibilities including safety oversight, emergency medical support, GIS
mapping, and interagency liaison work.

4 Wildfire Preparedness & Prevention
« MOFD:
o Enforced early deadlines for defensible space and fuel mitigation.

o Released and updated its Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) to
prioritize at-risk areas and strategies.

= Fire Marshal Jeff Isaacs launched Prepared MOFD, an interactive wildfire safety website,
funded by a 515,000 grant.

= Emphasis on community education, neighborhood meetings, and public outreach
campaigns.

#} Community Engagement



» Essay Contest (2020): Rescue One sponsored a $500 scholarship competition for high
school students to propose tech solutions for better emergency evacuation alerts.

« COVID-19 Response (2020-21):
o Firefighters prioritized for vaccination.
o MOFD participated in regional vaccine clinics.

+ Insurance Advocacy (2020): MOFD passed a resolution opposing arbitrary property
insurance cancellations based on unverified fire risk assessments.

~ Regulatory and Legal Actions
« PG&E Lawsuit Settlement (2021):
o MOFD and PGE&E settled a dispute over fire safety regulations.

o Revised ordinance required PG&E to notify the district by 9 a.m. day-of for
certain high-risk work and deployments.

&8 Leadership and Personnel
« Craig lorgens elected MOFD Board President in 2021.
=« Lucas Lambert promoted to Battalion Chief, joining the executive team.

= MOFD emphasized internal promotions and operational stability during a time of
regional wildfire stress.



[E] 2016

+ AED Saves Life: A staff member at 24-Hour Fitness in Moraga uses an AED to revive a
patron experiencing cardiac arrest. The device had been placed there thanks to Rescue

One donations.

[ 2017-2019 (Background context; specific events not detailed in this scrapbook)

] 2020
March 18

« Wildfire Grant Awarded: MOFD receives a $15,000 grant from the California Fire
Foundation to develop the Prepared MOFD wildfire education website.

March—April

» Essay Contest Launch: Rescue One sponsors a $500 scholarship essay contest for local
high school students to suggest innovative technologies for emergency evacuation
notifications.

September 1

= Angie Sakalay Passes Away: Longtime Moraga resident and recurring donor to Rescue
One begueaths $200,000 in her trust to the foundation—the largest single donation in
its history.

October 11

= 30-Acre Vegetation Fire: The Sanders Ranch fire breaks out due to late-season mowing.
Four agencies respond, and the fire is contained in 2 hours.

October-November
= August Complex Fire Deployment:

o Four MOFD personnel, including Dennis Rein and Capt. Mike Marquardt, deploy
to assist with the largest wildfire in California history (over 1 million acres).

o MOFD provides field safety, GIS mapping, medical services, and agency liaison
support.

October 14

« New MOFD Fire Code Enacted:



o Includes revised deadlines for abatement (May 31) and requires real estate
sellers to file compliance reports.

o Supports MOFD's Wildfire Prevention Strategic Plan.
December 9
= Insurance Code Enforcement:
o MOFD passes a resolution affirming it—not insurers—sets fire code standards.

o Addresses complaints about unwarranted property insurance cancellations.

i 2021
January 6

= CWPP Draft Released:

o MOFD publishes the Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) to guide local
risk reduction efforts and qualify for federal funding.

o Public workshops scheduled for Orinda, Canyon, and Moraga.

January 6-19
« COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout:

o MOFD firefighters and first responders receive the first round of vaccines at a
county-run drive-in clinic in Concord.

January 22
= PGEE Lawsuit Settlement:

o PG&E drops lawsuit against MOFD after both sides agree on a revised ordinance.

o Updated rules require same-day SIPT notifications (by 9 a.m.) and ban non-
emergency electrical work during Red Flag warnings.

December (late 2020—early 2021)
« Leadership Transitions:
o Craig lorgens elected MOFD Board President.

o Lucas Lambert promoted to Battalion Chief, joining district leadership.
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Rescue One Foundation is the first citizen-inspired foundation in California that
is dedicated to the support of its local fire district and emergency medical
service. [t was established in 1977 to provide funds for equipment and supplies
that may pot have been available through the Fire District's regular budget.
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Longtime Moraga resident bequeaﬁls $200K to Rescue One

Photo courteny Tory Nuccio

Angie Sakalay passed away on
Sept. 1, 2020.

By Jennifer Wake

As part of her lifelong commit-
ment to give back to the com-
muriity, over the past soveral
years Moraga resident Angie

Sakalay made an annual do-
nation to the Rescue One
Foundation - & nonprofir that
collets and administers funds
o purchase medical equip-
ment on behall of the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District,

Sadly, Sakalay passed
away on Sept. 1, 2020. Inthe
fall, according to Rescue One-
Treasurer Gregory Reams, the
nonprofit was notified by her
brother and trustee, Tony
Nuccin, that the nonprofit was
named a< a heneficiary in
Sakalay's trust. Last month,
Hescue One learned that
Sakalay had becueathed
$200.000 1o the organization -
the largest single donation the
nonprofit has received since
s inception in 1977

“During any time, these
truly significant danations er-
able us to grant funds to MOFD
for items that may be more
costly," said Rescue One presi-

dent Maridel Moulton, “Rescue
One has always partnered with
MOFD particularly to grant
funds for the purchase of “cut-
ting edge’ technologies and
trainings. That refletts our
founding intent when forward-
thinking citizens of Moraga
went door to door and raised
funds to purchase a van and
retrofit it (o serve as our very
first district ambulance while
also sending two frefighters to
Stanford to be rained as
paramedics.”

Ower (= 44-year history,
Rescue One has purchased,
with donatet funds, over
$580,000 in advanced medical
and safety equipment, sup-
plies, and educational services
for MOFED, said Reams. Some
examples included multiple
LUCAS devices at $14,000 each,
multiple thermal imaging
cameras at $10,000 each, mul-
tiple defibrillator/monitors,

ranging from $8,000 1o $31.000
each, and multiple AEDs {au-
tomated external defibrilla-
tors) at $2,000 each.

In 2016, at the Moraga 24-
Hour Fitness, operations man-
ager Kiley Yeaman used an
AED to revive a client who had
suffered a heart attack. She
had learned how 1o uze the
device during a CPR certifica-
tion class. Thanks to generous
donations like Sakalay's, AEDs
haye been installed ot multiple

locations throughout Lamor-
inda.

“The dual challenges of
the pandemic and wildfires
has prompted continued do-
nations to maintain the very
high quality of MOFD services
so valued by our community
residents," Moulton said. Res-
cue One is curréntly working
with MOFD Chief Dave Win-
nacker “to identify the best
way(s) to utilize these funds
and (o honor Angie.”

Board of Directors
Wednesday, March 17, 6 p.m

ConFire
Board of Directors
Tuesday, March 9, 1:00 p.m

Fire District Public Meetings

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

For meeting times and agendas, vislt www mofd.org

For meeting times and agendas, visit wwweoefpd.org




By Nick Marnell of June 1.
The'mrhgeﬁg;tn une;ﬂd

The Moraga vegetation fire the  alarm repo
evening of Oct. 11 was a pow- before 6 p.m,, required a re-
erful reminder for residentsto  SPonse from four fire agencies,
complete their exterior ahate-  including MOFD, the California
ment projects by the Maoraga- Delmrl:mznt_ of Furtsu'jl' and
Orinda Fire District deadline ~ Fire Protection, and the East

Bay Regional Park District. The

Fhisto colirtesy MOFD

Sanders Ranch blaze occurred
in'a Mutual Threat Zone,
meaning that it started in the
MOFD local responsibility area
but had a high probability of
spreading into the state re-
sponsibility area. Hence, the
response from Cal Fire and the
park district.

According to MOFD, the
fire was caused by a resident
who was mowing tall grass be-
hind a house.

“In short, it is too late to
complete fuel reduction work
for this year, and we ask that
residents use the winter to.
plan their late spring work to

protect their homes during

next year's fire season,” MOFD  fire's forward progress inio
Chief Dave Winnacker said. areas inaccessible to the fire-
“In my time with the district, fighters.
three of the four significant Winnacker again stressed
vegetation fires have been the need to complete exterior
caused by residents carrying abatement by June 1 of next
out late season fuel mitigation  year. He reminded residents 1o
work and it has been on cut annual grasses and weeds
thanks to the timely response  toless than 3 inches; to limb
and aggressive attack by our up trees to create at least a 6-
firefighters that the lpss of footair gap between the
homes has been avoided.” ground, ground fuels or roofs;
The Sanders Ranch fire and to maintain roadside veg-
burned 30 acres and tooktwo  etation to create a 3-foot hori-
hours to contain. No struc- zontal and 15-foot vertical
tures were threatened, as the clearance.
fire burned away from houses, MOFD has the authority to
unaided by wind or severe Issue citations for violations of
weather. the fire code and health and
“The higgest challenge was  safety code, and also has the
the hilly topography,” said authority ta seek cost recovery
MOFD's Steve Gehling the on-  for fires within their jurisdic-
scene battalion chief. The Con-  tion. *The fire district is not
tra Costa County Fire Protec- sesking cost recovery nor have
tion District and the park dis- we issued a citation,” said Fire
trict provided aerial suppres- Marshal Jeff Isaacs of the
sion support, preventing the Irvine Fire.
Fire District Public Meetings

Board af Directors
Wednesday, Nov. 18, 6 p.m,

Board of Directors
gday, Nov. 10, 1:00 p.m.

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofldorg

For meeting dmes-and agendas, visit wwwocofpilong

MOFD official renders split decision in
PG&E-San Ramon Valley Fire hearing

By Nick Marnell

At an October hearing over the
justification of two fines fssued
by the San Ramon Valley Fire
Protection District to the Pa-
cific Gas and Electric Com-
pany, hearing officer Jeffl
Isaacs sided with the district
on one citation and with the
utility on the other.

It was the first time [saacs,
fire marshal of the Hum%a
Orinda FIrE District, presided
aver such a hearing. "lutar rale
as the hearing officer was to

ctthe: and insure

prote
that there was fair process and

that each side wupmvtduﬂ
the opportunity 1o present
their side and mhnl:um-
dence,” hesaid. *1 then re-
viewed all testimony and evi-
dence and Issued a declsion.”
At issue was San Ramon

Valley Fire Ordinance No. 35,
which PG&E and any
other electric uﬂlﬁgﬂnmn
forming nun-amargmcg €

rk m]::; Vol i of high
wo
fire danger — within district

boundaries withaut 48 hours'
prior notice to the district.

The ordinance also pro-
hibits PG&E from deploying a
safety and infrastructure pro-
tection team without notice,
and it allows the district 1o fine
the utility and recover cosis
for overseeing the l:nmpanrs
electrical utility work after
each violation,

In May, San Ramon Valley
Fire responded to the explo-
sion of a power transformer
that pocurred while PG&E
maintenance crews performed
work on-site, with two com-
pany safety and infrastructure
protection teams on standby
alert. Per its ordinance, the
district fined the company
$1,000 for failing 1o provide
n&vam notice of the two de-
ployments and billed the util-
ity for costs incurred.

Isaacs found that one of
the safety and infrastructure
protection teams on site was
merely passing through the
fire district, and technically
not deployed to the incident.
He dismissed that citation.

Burbecause the second

SIPT was specifically assigned
work within thé fire district,

‘and PG&E gave no nofce 1o

the fire district as required by
its ordinance, isaacs upheld
the district's $500 fine against
the urility. e

"We are very happy that
our ordinance, intended to.
hold PG&E accountable for
their actions, is exposing PGAE
for their lack of concern for
our citizens' safety,” San Ra-
man Valley Fire Chief Paige
Meyers said. “I want the citi-
zens to know we offered to
waive the fine in its entivety if
PG&E would agree to just fol-
low our ordinance in the fu-
ture. Notonly did they not
tike me up on the ul'fer they
HEVEr even

‘According to PG&E
spoliesman Matr Mauman, the
company Is evaluating the de-
cision and deciding how to
proceed.

mﬁuﬂjrpmﬂashnﬂaruﬁi-
nance Oct, 21,
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By Nick Marnell

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Fire Marshall Jeff Isaacs an-
nounced another boost to his
fire tion efforts with
the award of a $15,000 grant
fmm lh: California Fire

nity preparedness unigue o
the residents of the district,

“The end goal for all of
our wildfire preparedness ef
forts is to prevent death and
injuries,"” Isaacs said. “In con-
cert with nearly a dazen ac-
tive community risk reduc-
tion projects, the proposed
wehsite is intended to act as
both a primary and sec-
ondary vehicle to deliver in-
formaton rargeted (o all resi-
dents of the fire district, with

hlgﬂ:‘m! udanﬂur

Isaacs envisions the web-
site as aninteractive multi-
media platform providing
wildfire safety, community
preparedness and fire pre-
veniion information via edu-
cational videos and interac-
tive courses, plus serving as a
hub for district forms and
documents related to fire
prevention, fuelsmm;m
and fire safety.

Prepared MOFD will fea-
ture an FAQ section, dealing
with questions like, What is a
ladder fuel? (A fuel that al-

Jows fire to travel from the
ground into the tree canopy,)
Or, how do | remove leaf litter
from my gutter? Also envi-
sioned are links to photos of
members of the fire preven-
tion staff, providing the ahil-
ity for the public to ask ques-
tions related to their specific
prevention issues.

Isaacs said he will hire a
wibsite consultant to design
and create the new site, but
he and the fire prevention
staff will develop the content.
The fire marsh nsa

5 marketing and educa-
tional campaign, featuring
videos presented at commu-
nity and neighborhood events
and flyers distributed

thro t the district.

e MOFD bhoard vated
unanimously Feb. 19 to accept
the $£15,000 award.

The district continues to
seek grant funding for its fire
prevention efforts, such as
through programs sponsored
by the California Department
of Forestry and Fire
Protection.

Rescue One I-‘oundation reaches out to local high school students

arship prize and runs through
April 30

Acco 1o Fire Chief
Dave Winna . most district
evacuation scenarios invelve a
partial evacuation due to lim-
ited strest capacity, with the
concern that A MASs evacua-
tion notice would create major
traffic delays and put residents
at increased risk. Thus, limited

first contact those nearest the
threat before sirests become
congested.

“The of this essay
contest is to identify new and
Innovative ways 1o contact
residents in the event of an
evacuation,” Winnacker said.
Current evacuation notifica-
tions include phone calls o a

landline, or phone calls, texts
and emails to residents whao
have registered with the Com-
munity Warning System. The
district conducted wild fire
evacuation drills in Maraga in
2018 and in Orinda last year.

*Who knows more about
technology than our young
people?” said Gordon Nathan,
Hescue One president "Maybe
they saw something during
our evacuation drills and were
hesitant to bring it up, or
dldn‘thmwﬁhl!mm bringit
up.*

Rescue One officials have
contacted the Acalanes Union
test details; and the school dis-
irict plans to schedule wildfire
evacuation presentations by
the fire chief to the students at

Campolindo and Miramonte
high schaals.

The essay cantest is open
to those who attend either an
Orinda or Moraga high schoal,
loeal residents who attend a
high school out of the area or
district home-schooled high
sdmulm:cimm ﬂmmning
pase ;ﬂtrm.-m: - an
effectiveness of the evacuation

propoesal. An application and
contest details are available at
the Rescue One website.

“Evacuation is a real con-

cern to gur public, and picking
the brains of pur students for
evacuation ideas that could
give us better drills that can
save lives will put us on a clear
path to fire safety,” Nathan
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By Nick Marnell

Firefighters will be among the
first to receive the COVID.19
vactine, according to county
health officials.

The first batch of the vac-
cine arrived in Contra Costa
County Dec. 15. Healthcare
workers were the first to be
vaccinated, and according to
Contra Costa Health Sérvices,
firefighter-paramedics and
other emergency medical
service providers are priori-
tized in Phase 14 of the fed-
éral and state vaccination al-
location guidelines, so the
vatcine should be available to
them soon. However, no spe-
cifie distribution plan has

INDA WEEKLY 928

Firefighters at top of list

been announced.

Once the details are con-
firmed, Lamorinda fire agen-
cies plan to follow county
guidelines regarding vaccine
distribution to their employ-
ees, with the firefighters
union saying it will be up to
the rank and file whether
they choose to be vaccinated.

“We haven't taken a posi-
tlon on the vaccine other than
the fact that the first rounds-
that are available should be
available for first responders,
including firefighters, once
the vaccine is released. And
that is only for those whio
chose to take it,” said Vince
Wells, president of Local 1230
of the International Associa-

e b

to

tion of Firefighters.

S[Laakm; for the Moraga-
Drinda Fire District, Emer-
gency Preparedness Coordi-
nator Dennis Rein said that
the district will follow inline
with the county priorities re-
garding vaccination proce-
dures and distribution.

The Contra Costa County
Tire Protection District re-
mains upbeat regarding the
effectiveness of the vaccine.
“While there is no COVID-19
vaccination mandate we are
aware of for anyone, the ben-
efits are obvious and the
published side effects lim-
ited,” said district spokesman
Steve Hill. “We are sharing
this informaton with our

ey
JOIETY

receive COVID-19 vaccine

emplovees and encouraging

ceiving the vaccine seon, It

them to carefully consider it will give me and my family
when making personal deci- another strong layer of pro-
sions abeut the vaccings” tection as 1 work alongside
At least one Lamorinda other first responders and

firefighter will need no en- healthcare workers fighting
couragement to be vacci- this pandemic,” said MOFD
nated. “I am excited to be re- firefighter Mark DeWeese.

Fire District Public Meetings

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

Bourd of Directors

Wednesday, Jan: 20, b pm.

ConFire
Board of Directors
Tuesday, fan., 19, 1:00 p.m.

For meeting times and agendad, visht www.moldiorg

For meetmg times and agendas, visit www.cerdpd.org




How MOFD personnel helped dispatch the largest wildfire in
Callforma history

Weaver F ally L'Juhr‘mr

By Nick Marnell

On Nowv. 13, four members of the
Moraga-Orinda Fire Distriet returned
from their 14-day assignmenis at the
North Zone af the August Lighining
Complex, a wildfire caused by a series
of Ughtning strikes Aug. 17. The August
Complex fire destroyed more than 1
million acres, the largest wildfire in
recorded California history.

MOFD personnel on site included
Emergency Preparedness Coordinator
Dennis Rein, Capt. Mike Marquardt and
engineers Steve Roghess and Dave
Mazaika. The men shared their
experiences as members of the South
Cemrat Sierra Interagency Incident

anagement Team, hase?in Hayfnrll.
ahnut 45 miles west of Re
heavily forested Trinity Euunry

Interagency incident management.
teams ire called together when fires
grow too large or complex for Jocal

quires their specialized services.

The August North Complex fire was
managed by the U.S. Forest Service,
which put together an incident man-
agement team in Hayfork in the middle
of the Shasta-Trinity National Forest,
Base camp peaked at 500 personnel,
with half of the group firefighters, half
of the group the incident support sys-
tem.

“We built a small city within a 8-
hour period,” Mazaika said.

A typical day began with a7 a.m.
briefing, with most activity wrapped up
by 10 p.m.

Marquardt, the Line Safety Officer,
waorked out in the field as the eyes and
ears for incident safety. He verified es-
cape routes. Are firefighters wearing
the proper equipment? How are the
road conditions? Heconfirmed
weather reports. Weather extremes
ranged from the ity of heat-
stroke in August to [rostbite in Novem-
ber; one morning, the temperature

agencies to handle. The teams com-
prise people who are called up from
their regular jobs when an Incident re-

Pholo provided
From left, MOFD engineer Dave Mazaika, Emergency Preparedness - :md

Coordinator I.'umnm Mn, engineer Steve Rogness, Capt. Mike Marquardt

dropped to 12 degrees.
« continued on Page A8

New MOFD fire tode on the books

By Nick Marnell

When the Contra Costa
County Board of Supervisors
ratified the new Moraga-
Orinda Fire District fire code
Sept. 22, a nine-month
process that included negoti-
ations with district munici-
palities, and beset with
COVID-19 delays, finally came
to froition.

As-a result, MOFD en-
acted its Ordinance 20-10, a
document that cutlines the
elements of a new fire code
which as of Oct. 1 became the
new law of the district.

“By adopting the new fire
code, the district will be en-+
forcing a code which is con-

sistent with state regulations,”

Fire Marshal Jeff Isaacs said.
A highlight of the new

" pode i the revised deadline

for exterior hazard abate-
ment, pushed up from june
15 to May 31. Moraga, Orinda
and Lafayette now share the
same compliance date for
abatement requirements.

One of the most cantro-
versial features of the new
code js the stipulation of an
exterior fire hazard inspec-
tion as part of a real property
transfer

"Compliance with exte-
rior abatement regulations
has always been a require-
ment for a real propery
transfer,” Fire Chief Dave
Winnacker said. "It's only the
reporting that's new.” For
ease of compliance with the

inspection requirement, the
district set up an online por-
tal for sellers to self-report,
and for agents to check the
status of a property.

The ordinance needed the
ratification of not only the
fire district, the town of Mor-
aga and the city of Orinda but
also the Board of Supervisors,
under whose jurisdiction lie
unincorporated areas within
the district. The new fire
code is a product of signifi-
cant coordination among the
above agencies o ensure all

Individual concerns were ad-

dressed.

“The new fire code being
very progressive helps us
protect our citizens and their
property rom fire," Isaacs
said, “We want our fire code

to focus on all aspects of fire

preplanning and evacuation

safely.” planning, early detection ahd

Isaacs noted that the new  notification systems, fire code
code supports the MOFD updates, and community out-
Wildfire Prevention Strategic  reach and education.
Flan, a document that out- The entire fire code can
lines district efforts to' reduce  be reviewed at the district
the risk of a catastrophic wehsite. Under the Our Dis-
wildfire. The plan covers in- trict tab, click on Ordinances
ternal and external fuels mit- & Resolutions,
igation programs, wildfire

Fire District Public Meetings

Board of Directors
Wednesday, Oct. 21, 7 pum,

ConFire
Board of Direciors
Tuesday, Nowv. 10, 1:00p.am.

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofd.org

For meeting times and ngendas, visit wyvwocofpd, org




MOED calls out insurance companies for cancellations over fir

ARINDIA WEE 'E LW

- -
code violations
By Nick Marnell overreach,
An Orinda resident called

rding Califor the district and said that she
gﬁ;.;rmie;: utﬁ!nmmczfﬂ was required to remove three
property insurance is ik trees on her property

ming harder to find for because her insurance
residents in high-risk wildfire  company claimed the frees
areas. As portions of the were a fire hazard. If she did
Moraga-Orinda Fire District ~ Rot comply, the company
lie in these high-risk areas, would not renew her
the district passed a property insurance. The
resolution in November homeowner asked the district
reminding insurance to come {0 her house and take
companies that they may not @ 100k, as she could not
make arbitrary decisions  believe that the trees were a.
regarding fire safety in order  fire hazard.
to either cancel ot fail to Alfter an inspection,
renew insurance policies for ~ MOFD found that her
district property owners. property complied with the

Fire Marshal JefT Isaacs fire code.
gave a recent example of “The district simply wants
insurance indusiry to call attention to this issue,

‘Wwarnnesaavy. e = R0 | W0

= s uf

and make everyone aware of  Information Institute. “Those  nothing to do with insuring,
it.” Isnacs said. _ insurance companies are or not insuring, a property.
The gist of the resolution  going to need to look at and MOFD cannot force an
is that MOFD is.the sole and understand their use of the insurance company'to renew
exclusive provider of fire language in their fire code a homeowner’s policy, and an
protection, prevention and reference,” said Janet Ruiz, insurance carrier can drop a
suppression services within strategic communications policy holder for just about
its jurisdictional area, and the  director of the institute. any reason it chooses,
fire code compliance that the The resolution has Except for a “fire code
district has promulgated is
the standard by which —
properties will be judged. Fire District Public Meetings
“Insurance comparnies
cannot apply an arbitrary Moraga-Orinda Fire District
standard that is different Board of Directors
from the fire code,” Fire Chief Wednesday, Dec. 16, § p.m. :
Dave Winnacker said. Fur mieeting times and agendas, vl www mold
Representatives from
State I-"nr:rir;; Ihtslaht:':mrgm Euni’ir;m&
property insyrer; had no Board eLiors .
comment but directed Tuesday, Jan., 19, 1:00 p.m. -
inquiries to the Insurance For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org

How MOFD personnel helped dispatch the largest wildfire in
California history
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Color-coded map of the wildfire progression, from August (blue) to Hwnher
{green-yellow) to October (orange)

“Firefighters are fighting fires.
« continued fram Page Al They aren't looking out for thes:

things,” Marquardt said.

When an aceident did happen,
Mazaika, the medical unit leader, took
over. His responsibilities included the
supervision of emergency medical
technicians, who themselves took care
of the firefighters, and the
administering of medical care needed
by any member of the inleragency
teaim.

No seripus accidents, and no COVID
outbreaks, occurred during Mazaika's
assignment. “Just a couple of minar
incidents,” he said.

GIS specialist Rogness toiled much
of the time ina trailer, creating maps.
Operational maps, Aviation maps.
Scale maps. Progress maps for media
and public officials, More than 20 types
of maps.

“Every day, crews would come
back with new information and Steve
would 'E;;[ﬂ' that information into his
maps," Marquardt sald, Hogness
shared a fascinating progression map
of the wild{ire, showing the fire's
origin in August through its peak in
late October. (see photo)

Base camp included numerous
staff and management personnel.

. Finance managers kept time sheets,

spliers, managed cash flow. The
tics division obtained food,
etted contracts for laundry,

§ cleaning services, portable trailers and

toilets. Contractors erected a medical
tent and & communications center, and
organized accommodations for the 500

el. The communications office
kept local residents and public officials
up to -

And that was where Rein, the
liaison officer, stew:eed in. His job was
to relay complete, accurate
information frem the incident
command post to outside stakeholders:
national forest personnel, the state fire
agency, Fish ang e, local police,
townspeople and public officials.

Rein recalled a briefing he
presented to the Trinity County Board
of Supervisors.

“Why did you close Route 367" the

hoard demanded, as that road is one of
the primary thoroughfiares through the
county.

Tt wasn't us,” Rein told the board.
“It was Caltrans, nok the fire
urganizations.” He convinced the
supervisors that the closure was
ordered [or public safety,

Agricultural cannabis is a growth
industry in Trinity County, and Rein
said the team had no issue with the
residents over the product. "But you
could tell that the local folks knew
exactly where you were,” he said.

Omce the firefighters contained the
August Complex fire, the cleanup phase
begin.

“It became fire suppression
repair,” Rein said.

The crews spent days doing erosion
control along the bulldozer lnes, They
knocked down berms, Added water
bars. Removed dead trees along Route
36. Along that same highway, more
iw damaged guardrails were

replaced,
The goals were to protect the area
from mudslides and harsh weather
events, and 1o have the region return to
as natural a look as possible.
“Return” was a word that

Marquardt co ly ddentify with.
over the sum!n&mpw e served "mdn
four incident teams beginning Aug. 1,
from Orange County to the Diablo
Range to Trinity County. “Eighty-five
days out of the district, home for anly
nine,” Marquardt said.

But not one of the participants
even implied that the time spent on the
outside teams was not worthwhile.

“Warking with the incident
management team provides MOFD
personnel the opportunity to see large
fire operations first hand, as well as
share their MOFD expertise with other
agencies,” Rein said.

The expenses related to the
firefighters’ work on the incident
management team are reimbursed 1o
the district by the federal government.



MOFD releases draft of CommumtyWﬂdﬁre Protection Plan

By Nick Marnell

The Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict presented a draft of its
Community Wildfire Protec-
tion Plan, a guide to help dis-
trict residents develop an un-
derstanding of wildfire and
wildfire management. The
plan identifies and prioritizes
areas within the district for
. fuel mitigation efforts, and

recommends ways to reduce
the fire risk in those high-risk
commurties.

At the Dec. 16 district

meeting, Fire Chief Dave
Winnacker explained that the
problem of accumulated els
in the district has taken a long
time to develop - more than
100 years in the malking.
Bullding hames in areas that
had been grazed or allowed
to burm, and then surround-
ing those homes with non-
native vegetation, exacer-
bated the problem.,

"It's going to take years to
address this,” Winnacker
said, “The work required
places a demand on resources

that will outstrip avallability,"

The chief said the mitiga-
tion efforts will be prioritized
starting with the most serious
areas and where the commu-
nity as a whole will achieve
the greatest refurn on invest
ment, “The Community
Wildfire Protection Plan will
guide that wark," Winnacker
sald.

The 65-page document
covers the wildfire risk in the
district, strategies for reduc-
ing that risk, district priorities
and the district action plan to

tackle those priorities. “The
purpase of the Moraga-
Orinda Community Wildfire
Protection Plan is to protect
human life and reduce the
loss of property, critical in-
frastructure, and natural re-
sources due to wildfire,”
states the introduction to the
document. :

In order to address the
subtleties and complexities of
each district community,

MOFD will hold three public

wurkshops to go over the plan
details and take public feed-

back. The first meeting s
scheduled for Orinda Jan. 21,
followed by Canyon Jan. 28
and Moraga Feb. 4. Meefings
will be held at 6 p.m. as on-
line teleconferences.

Having a Cammunity
Wild[ire Protection Plan also
qualifies the district for pri-
ority funding for hazardous
fuels reduction projects car-
ried out under the Healthy
Forests Initiative, a federal
initiative established in 2003
to help reduce the risk of cat-
astraphic wildland fires,

Changes in the MOFD executive and management ranks

Craig Jorgens
By Nick Marnell

Fhotn provided

The Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict reshuffled its executive
team it December and also
announced the elevaton of a
fire captain ta hattalion chisfl

After serving an un-
precedented two consecutive
years as district president,
Stephen Danziger stepped
aside for Cralg Jorgens, who
was elected to the post for the
first time, The board of di-
rectors chose Jorgens by a 4-1
margin, with director Greg
Baitx casting the lone vote
against. Baitx declined to
comment on the reason for
his negative vote, though the
twa directors have sparred at
previois meetings over full-
fime staffing of the Fire Sta-
tion 45 ambulance, which
Baitx favered and Jorgens op-
posed.

jorgens takes over ane of
the most high-profile inde-
pendent special districts in
Contra Costa County. Accord-

ing to the county auditor-
controller, MOFD is appor-
tioned 21.22% of a district
resident’s taxpayer dollars,
and the district’s $29.8 mil-
lion budget for this fiscal year
Is larger than the aperating
budgets of Moraga and
Orinda combined.

"As the MOFD board
president this term, I'm look-
ing forward to working with
our community, firefighters,
and fire prevention personnel
to allocate this money to sup-
port the fire suppression, {ire
prevention, and the emer-
gency services that keep our
community safe,” jorgens
sald.

In district npera tions,
Fire Chief Dave Winnackor
promoted 11-year MOFD vet-

eran Lucas Lambert from
captain to battalion chief.
"Lucas isa tramendously
talented member whose en-
gagement on a number of in-
termal and external projects

this same enthusiasm and ca-
pability applied on a larger
scale in his new position,"
Winnacker said.

Lambert will supervise
the district operations divi-

and programs stands out sion. Battalion chiefs Steve
amidst an organization full of  Gehling and Jerry Lee, along
hard working high achievers.  with Lambert, report directly
We look forward to seeing to the fire chief.

Fire District Public Meetings

Board of Directors
Wednesday, Jan. 20, 6 p.m.

ConFire
Board of Directors
Tuesday, Jan,, 19, 1:00 p.m,

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

For meeting times and agendis; visit wwwmofd org

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.ceefpd org




MOFD and PG&E avoid litigation, settle company lawsuit

By Nick Marnell

The Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict and the Pacific Gas and
Electric Company avolded lit-
igation by settling a lawsuit
brought by the company over
safety restrictions placed
upon PGE&E by a 2020 fire dis-
trict ordinance.

In Cctober, MOFD en-
acted an ordinance requiring
alectric utilities to notify the
district at least 48 hours in
advance of deploying a safety
and infrastructure protection
team within MOFD jurisdic-
tion, and banning scheduled,
high risk non-emergency

Photo Nick Marnetl

work in high fire areas when
the National Weather Service
has issued a Red Flag Warn-
ing for the work area. The
ordinance authorized fineés of
up to $1.300 for each
violation,

“The work could lead to
an ignition and cause a wild-
fire to start,” Fire Chief Dave
Winnacker told his board in
October. "If PG&E determines
that this work merits tdeploy-
ment of an SIPT, the district
believes it should be in-
formed of that fact.”

PG&E sued the fire dis-
trict, seeking to invalidate the
ordinance as the company

believed the district excecded
its-authority by attempiing to
regulate matters that fall un-
der the jurisdiction of the
California Public Utilities
Commission.

“These requirements in-
terfere with PG&E's ability to
respond flexibly to changing
conditions in order to protect
public safety,” the company
stated in its complaint, filed
Dec. 18, The company also
maintains that its SIPTs are
not first responders but util-
ity workers whose primary
role is to support PG&E work
activities and support fire
prevention at PG&E
wiorksites.

Neither the fire district
nor the company had the ap-
petite for litigation, and the
parties negotiated acceptable
modifications to the ordi-
nance. A revised district or-
dinance was passed unani-
mously by the MOFD board
and enacted Jan. 22.

The negotiated revisions
include changing the require-
ment of a 48-hour notice for
SIPT deployment to no later

than 9 a.m. on the day of de-
ployment, The revised ordi-
nance also changes the defin-
ition of an SIPT so that the or-
dinance does not apply to 4
company’'s normal utiliry
crews, and bans only sched-
uled, non-emergency electri-
cal work within the district
during Red Flag warnings.
“PG&E appreciates thaf
districts responsible for local
fire response are concerned
aboul the challenges of fire
prevention and seek up-to-
date information. PG&E
would like to cooperate with
those districts as we all have
the desire and responsibility
to mitigate fires,” said Matt
Nauman, PGEE spokesman.

“However, PGEE also has
CPUC-jurisdictional obliga-
tions to maintain the electri-
cal grid. PG&E needs to main-
tain flexibility in deploying
electrical crews in arder to
effectively and efficiently
keep the power flowing
across Northern and Central
California. PG&E and Mbraga-
Orinda were able to reach
agreement on notification
procedures that address the
fire district’s desire for infor-
mation while limiting restric-
tions on PGE&E's ability to de-
ploy electrical crews."

PG&E [iled a request with
Superior Court the last week
of January to dismiss its law-
suil against the fire district,

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors
Wednesday, Feb, 17, 6 p.m.

ConFire
Board of Directors
Tuesday, Féb. 9, 1:00 p.m.

Fire District Public Meetings

For mesting times and agendas, vislt www.moid.org

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cecfpd.org
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Athan Koutsoubinas, ConFire, gets his shot.
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First responders receive first round of COVID-19 vaccine

By Nick Marnell

More than 350 first responders received the first
round of the COVID-19 vaccine Dec. 28 at a drive-in
evant hosted in Concord by the Cantra Costa County
Fire Protection District. The clinic is one of four

staged by Contra Costa Health Services, which plans
to inpculate fire service employvees and other patient
contact employees in the county by Jan, 7-as part of
Its Tler 1A distribution phase.

Patients who wiere given the vaccine were or-
dered to remain in their cars for 15 minutes before
departing the premises. "We did not anticipate any

adverse reactions, and we have received no reports
of any," district spakesman Steve Hill said

The health department says there i& a minimum
28-day waiting period before patients can receive the
second and final round of the vaccine. "At this point
weare not sure when that shot will be available,”
Hill said




