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The attached 2010 Scrapbook is a detailed retrospective of the Rescue One Foundation's legacy
and contributions to emergency medical services in Moraga and Orinda. Below is a
comprehensive summary:

Summary of the 2010 Scrapbook
# Foundation History & Origins

= Founded in 1977 by Marion Devin, the Rescue One Foundation was born from a
community need for faster emergency medical response.

= Inspired by delays in ambulance services in the early 1970s, the Moraga Service League
and local residents initiated fundraising to purchase a dedicated ambulance for Moraga.

= The first ambulance, a 1972 Dodge van, was bought through a door-to-door campaign
collecting 51 from each household.

« Seed money from Ray Devin's memorial contributions ($25,000) helped formally
establish the Foundation.

+ Mission and Contributions

« The Foundation supports Moraga-Orinda Fire District (MOFD) paramedics through
donations of:

o CPR and EMT training equipment

o Cardiac monitors and defibrillators (e.g., Lifepak 15)

o Rescue tools like the "Jaws of Life"

o Ambulances and advanced medical devices

o Drones for emergency response and training (UAS)

o Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) for public spaces

« Over the decades, Rescue One has contributed over $300,000 in lifesaving equipment.

4 Community Events and Fundraising
» Moraga Royale Assisted Living plays a major role, holding annual fundraisers:

o Festival of Trees: Decorated Christmas trees auctioned to benefit Rescue One.



o Grandparent's Day: Proceeds from fun fairs donated to the Foundation.
=« Other Events:
o Shred Fest: Document destruction event to support Rescue One.

o Fill the Boot: Firefighters collect donations for muscular dystrophy and
community health initiatives.

o AED Donations: Placed in schools, libraries, fitness clubs, churches, and other
public spaces.

# Partnership with MOFD and Local Agencies

« Rescue One partners with MOFD, local police, and CERT (Community Emergency
Response Team) to:

o Train officers in AED and CPR use.
o Deploy AEDs in police cars and community spaces.
o Equip firefighters with state-of-the-art drones and rescue tech.

= Also supports emergency preparedness and public health campaigns.

® Recognition & Milestones
= Celebrated its 40th anniversary in 2017, recognized by Moraga Town Council.

+ Honored Darrell Lee, long-time division chief, for his impact on EMS innovation and as
Rescue One liaison.

+ Inspired community stories, including:
o The rescue and birthday celebration of a child born in a medical emergency.

o Supporting a child cancer survivor through emotional and financial outreach.

# Technology & Innovation

= Donated LUCAS 2 chest compression systems, LifePack 15s, and high-tech drones to
improve emergency response.

s Equipped police departments with AEDs to respond quicker to cardiac emergencies.

« Embraced PulsePoint app integration for community CPR response alerts.



(® Timeline — 2010 Scrapbook
1971

= Concept of paramedic emergency service begins in Moraga under Fire Chief Don Skinner
and Fire Commissioner Ray Devin.

1972

« First ambulance (a Dodge van) purchased by the Moraga Service League through a 51-
per-household campaign.

» Service begins responding to life-threatening emergencies.
1974

« Maoraga voters approve Proposition K, allowing a tax to fund ambulance services and
paramedics.

1977-1978

« Rescue One Foundation is founded by Marion Devin using $25,000 in memorial
contributions.

= It becomes California’s first nonprofit dedicated to supporting a local fire district’s
paramedic program.

2010
= Historical article by Jane Putnam recounts the Foundation's origin and early operations.

+ Linda Borelli recounts the near-fatal 25-minute ambulance delay that spurred local
action in the 1970s.

« Rescue One's donations exceed $300,000, providing MOFD with equipment like:
o CPR training tools
o Paramedic scholarships
o Defibrillators
o Jaws of Life
December 2010

+ Festival of Trees held by Moraga Royale raises money for Rescue One despite last-
minute sponsor dropouts.

+« Trees decorated and auctioned; proceeds go to support MOFD paramedics.
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Rescue One

T

Dedicated to the support of MOFD paramedics

By Lucy Amaral
Concem oVer emergency
medical services and re-
spanse times may be a hot-bution
issue nght now in Lamorinda, but
it's Dot A& new 1ssue,

Founded in 1978, the Mor-
aga-hased Rescue One Foundation
grew out of the commmunity’s desire
for quality, effective, local emer-

In the early 1970, the Town
of Moraga's fire department had
several firehghters cross-trmined as
emergency medical technicians
(EMTs}, but ambulance transport
was provided by outside services.

According to Linds Barelli, board
member for the Rescue One

Foundation, having ambulances
trave] various distances (o reach
Mormga was always a concem, bat
it took @ near fatality to effoct
change.

“The husband of 3 Moraga
ot accident at his bome, His
femoral artery was lacerated,” said
Borelli. “The response time for an

Creek was 25 minutes, and the
travel time to Alta Bates Hospital,
another 20 minutes. By the time he

~arrived at the hospital, he was not
breathing and had no pulse. His life

was spved only after he received 23
pints of blood.”

The Service League mem-
bers saw the importance of re-
sponse time in saving a life, added
Ih:ﬂi Therefore, it was simple:
Mwannme;nmdnd its
awn ambulance. After a meeting
with (and blessing from) Moraga’s
then Fire Chief, Don Skinner, the
Service League got to wark.

“The commimity came to-
gether in fundraising for the ambu-
lance,” said  Borelli. “A
door-to-toor campaigm by League
members was liunched and they
asked for one dollor from ench
household.  The League raised
S8,000, enough to purchase the ame-
bulance. a new 1972 Dodge van.”

Thee first ambulance for the Maraga Fire District. a 1972 mdguuan_.dumted bmegu Smjr:aumr_

L to R; Service League members Carol Porterfield and Jean Scott, two members of the Moraga Fire Commis-
sion, League member Jean Kirsch, The two uniformed members of the Moraga Fire District are John Cooper
on the left, and Chief Don Skininer on the right.

With the van donated 1o the
Fire District, the League took on the
new challenge of raising money to
help the District purchase the equip-
ment and supplies for the ambu-
lance, Several fundruisers later and
the first Moraga Rescue Ambulance
was ready o rofl.
Devin, wadow of fire commussioner
Ray Devin. Boreli said that with
maney avidlable from ber e hos-
hand's memorial fund, Devin ap-
proached the fire district and the
Service League to see if n séparate
foundition could be formed 1o con-
tinue the support the rescue serv-
ices.  “She spearheaded the
Foundution's formation,” said

Borelli. In 1978, with Devin's orig-

inal donation. all the official paper
wark complete, and  seven-mem-

ber board made up of Service
League members and community
leaders, the Rescue One Foundation
was born, becoming California’s
first foundation dedicated entirely

mnﬁmg (right away),”
Borelli. "We have never I'md 6]
fundrnise. Service organizations
contintie to donate, and there have
been gifis of appreciation as well
a8 in memoriam.™

Over the past 30 vears, the
Foundntion has received more than
$300,000 in' donstions, allowing
Fescue One o donste items in-
cluding CPR waining equipment,
paramedic training scholarships,
girdine monitors, defibrillators,

Phaoto provided

and emergency equipment such as
the “Jaws of Life."

Today, Moraga-Orinda Fire
Distnct (MOFD) ambulances may
be state-of-the-art rather than
retrofitted vans, but the dedication
from Rescue One remains the
same:  Support MOFD  para-

“The Rescue One Founda-
tion's support of MOFD over the
past 33 years: has been tremen-
dous,” said Randy Bradley,
MOFD Fire Chief. “The Founda-
tion understands the importance of
providing superior paramedic and
ambulance services to the com-
munities of Moraga, Orinda and
Canyon. The donations have al-
lowed the District to go above and
beyond basic service levels that
are offered elsewhere.”



Festival of Trees Nearly Falls

By Sophie Braccini

Dianne Wilson with her dog Ranger
isnne Wilson couldn’t
help but feel proud at the

sight of seven decomated Christ-

mas trees, ready lo be auc-
tioned, in the side lobby of

Moraga Royale. The Festival

of Trees fundraising event that

Wilson, the Executive Directar

of the assisted living facility,

started planning last July almost
didn’t happen — three days be-
fore the opening date most of
her corporate sponsors barled
out

Accomplishing & real
tour-de-force, supported by
staff. residents and their fami-
lies, as well as two remaining
sponsors (CYS Pharmacy and

Hospice of the East Bay), Wil-

son managed to get all of her

trees decorated and generously
complete with gifis. The silent

auction started on December 15t
closed on December 7th. All
proceeds will go 1o the Rescue
One Foundation, the organiza-
tion that supports Moraga
Orinda Fire District (MOFD)

paramedics:

“MOFD comes here twice
a month on average,’” explains
Wilson, “they are always very
professional and kind, ond their
equipment, some of which was
purchased with Rescue One do-
nations, saves lives. State law
requires that the facility call
them if a resident falls and
bumps his'her head, evenifitis
aminer fall: Every time it hap-
pens, Wilson says, she gets the
sume graciousness and quality
of service from MOFD.

*We are doing this for our
residents. top,” adds Wilson,

Photo Ohlen Alexandat

“they enjoyed the whole

process as well as coming here |
Wilson |

and seeing the trees,”
explains that some of the older
residents do not feel confident
venturing  Gutside of  the
grounds and really appreciate
pctivities ond new enteriain-
ment on site.

Moraga Royale, & retire-
ment commumity of over 80 res-
idents, is located at the comer
of Country Club Drive &nd
Canyon. About 18 of the pa-
tients are part of the dementia
unit that's separate from the rest
of the grounds. *We take these
residents for a visit to the trees
every day," says Wilson, “and
they enjoy it every Hime."

It was the first time that |

such an auction was organized
in Moraga. “1 feel that this is

72 /z7oﬁn&; nEealy

only a beginning and that this
fundraising event has the poten-
tial to beécome bigger and
maybe nclude a dinner and/or
a fashion show,” says Wilson.
Fora first time, the display wis '
guite impregsive. Wilson added
2 ‘donation boot” from MOFD
where visitors could just con-
tribtite a few dollurs to their fa-
vorite fire department.
Reflecting on what hap-
pened with the donors that fell

short of their promises, Wilson

conaluded, “It's like what 1s
happening in the world, it's the
small, local people that are
making it happen.”



Morag; Royale Supports Rescue One
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By Sophie Braccini

and Dlanne Wilson

Police put heart into new training | ¥

By Emillle Karrick

STAFF WTER

Lawcal police officers are’ bring
ng new meaning oo the age-old
Alluge "o progect and serve

As of rhis weck, officers m the
Mistaga snd Orinda palice depan
ments have the wols and trainimg
thal will enable ihem 1 revive heart
HElaCk vectums

.|l.|-'|||||'__' lorces. will paramedics
from the Momps-COnnds Faie [hs
trch. the 1wy podice deportments wre
the Fiest law enforcement ngeme
the county b cairy auomatic exies
mal  defibrillaions (AED) When
pelsie alficers fespond hrsl lo 4
heart atlack, they will be able 1o sies
tuin the patient duning eritical libe
'1.|-'||'-¥ IElRules

‘Every minute that goes by
when somebody s et breathing and
ks w3 pulse, yo're looking at 10
percent bess chanee of sorvival”
wnid  paramedic-enginger  Darrell
Lee. “They have the tools 1 use and
A owill help us make o difference in
the patienl s serveval ™

Loe and Muoragu resident Ben Hi

recemly appoinled a5 the new
Muorapa-Orinda fire board member
conducied tmimang for all members of
hoth police  depantmients.  Officen:
hearmed thut oF they wee sible (o sistan
the "chan ol survival,” they muy be
able 10 resuscitate u victim who mimn
wick befire was o nonlaeather

This chain of suevival starts the
moment o call for help is mude.
Upon arrival o 0 scene where the
puticnt has oo pulse and 18 pot
hereathing, CPR will help termperige
3 heart that is in fibrillation
chaotic rhythin capsed by exlensive
damage to e beart mecle

Il delibnllation — elecire sk
thiat sends the heart hack into its nor
mal rhythm — s siaried within
seven mimdes-or bess, chance of sor-
vival ix 20 percent and preaier. How-
ever, that shock must be admins-
tered withum 10 maimekes 0T i iy 1o he
elfective ar pli

“Electncily shocks i(the heart)
witkes il wp nnd starts it beating
again,” Ho explained, “We try 10
get elecincity 1o the hean sooner

From left: Fire Chief Randall Bradiey (holding the new Lifepak 15, Linda Borelll, Gene Gottfried, |
Photo Anidy Scheck

iyl sy,

o, o Morsgn peserve police
(efTocer, firsd raised the possibality of
such a program. After a year's worth
ol convesabions  belween e wo
potice chaels, the fire chael, both ciny
tomncils, the fire bound, the |nl|1|.;:
Axadsciation Emergency
Meidical Services and Rescie One
lonmdnriisgs — f was lennched

Forr of the AEDS ure i logs
from the Tie didnicl, while Rescos
e donnded the S3000 cost of dhie
fifth. The meachines to be used by
police officers (three i Orinda .-||_n;;
i in Moragad have been decimed
tdiot-prood.” with play by play
mstructons once the elocundes are
whached o the patient’s chest
Everything fram when 10 do CPR
and wlether or mr a shock s
advised s dictiied by the machine

“Al firsd we were a litle lecry
because we're mol paramedics o
anythang, bul i1 seems like o' really
casy,” sud Moraga Officer Randy
Erickey, “We're excited 1o aed @ call
sok il wie con ety gel onn there

CORLILTY

Crinda Detective Craig Cooper attaches contacts to an a
Seo AEDs, Page 2 |ast Thursday with firefighter paramedic Felipe Barretto,

; iy

wWeelly

quas-mqnish:d when Di-
anne (Wilson) gave us a
check for $2,700.00," said Res-
cue One Foundation Board
Member Linda Borelli. Wil-
gon, the executive director of
Mornga Royale, an assisted liv-
ing facility, spearheaded the fa-
cility’s Christmas tree auction
to benefit Rescue One. “This
will be a great help in our
fundraising efforts,” stated
Borelli.

Established in 1977, the
Rescue One Foundation re-
ceives and administers contri-
butions in support of the
Moraga-Ormda Fire Distniet's
(MOFD) paramedic program:
over the last 33 years, Rescue
One has contributed $300,000
worth of equipment tb MOFD.

Rescue One’s latest pur-
chase is a pew monitor/defib-
rillator called the Lifepak 15,
MOFD is the first fire district
in the East Bay fo get the
newer, Hghter unit. *“This unit
checks 15 different vital signs
and transfers the information
directly o the emergency room
even before the emerpency ve-
hicle reaches: its destinanion,”
explained Borelli. “Rescue
One was very proud to finance
one of these units for MOFD a
month ago. We hope to get a
second unit in the near future,
and Moraga Royale's donation
will help us get there.”

HEILIDFNER SEINKER |
Utomatic extemal defibrillator during trainin
nght, and Moraga Officer Julle Vialdez.

ind help someone.”

Both Lee and Ho emphasizer
that while having AEDs on boarc
ghves the officers one more toal, |
should in no way compromise theil
role as public safety officers. A
polsce officer's first prionty 15 fc
ke sure & scene iy safe and sscur
— before administering to ar
Injurad party.

"Il doean't change what ou
responmibility in” sasd Orinda Sge
Chris Wenzel. “The botom line |
we're emergency perwonnel and ou
rmakn purpese 5 10 secure 8 suabon.”

Crinda  Police Chiel Da
Lawrence added that the progran
will be implemented no differentl:
than the carrent protocol an office
follows when performing CPR o
ather types of first aid, If an office
Is shle 1o armive on scene faster th
fire personnel. they will responc
However, If forced o chobs
between abank robbery and o med
fcal emergency, for example, offi
cers will go to the former becaus
they lknow that fire persoanal wil
everiually respond 1o the latier

“It's not that we're taking th
place of anybody.” said Moraga Off
cer Mask Ruppenihal, "If those golde

itz can be attained and somebiod
can be saved, Sn' that what polic
and fire, public safery i all abow ™
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Moraga Royale Supp

Submitted by Mlehuei Mentink

Left to right: Jared Costanza, Matt Eppersan, Jacob Airola, Greg Reams, Di-

anne Wilsan, Julle Fischer, Mark DeWeese, Mike Rattary  Photo provided

n Tuesday, January 24, Di-
anne Wilson of Moraga
Royale presented Rescue One
Foundation President, Greg
Reams, with a donation of
$2.000, the proceeds of their an-
nual “Festival of Trees™ silent
Each year, Moraga Royale
sponsors the Festival of Trees

event to benefit Rescue One, &
non-profit organization dedicated
to the Moraga-Oninda Fire Dis-
trict and emergency medical serv-
ices in the Moraga and Orinda
area. The trees are provided by
Moraga Royale and decorated by
local businesses, orpanizations

and residents, The themed trees

orts Rescue One
Lamenindd m@y

/15 /)2

were purchased through a silent

— guction that ended on December

15, 2011.

“The Rescue One Foundation
has been an invaluable benefit to
thi District and has dongted funds
for the District (o purchase life-
saving equipment for use by our

! ﬁnﬁglnm“' Said MOFD Fire
Chief Randall Bradley, “and sup-

port of the community and organ-
izations like Moraga Royale helps
Rescue One continue their good
works."”

In the past year, the Respue
One Foundation donated the
funds for the Distriet to purchase
& new Lucas 2 Chest Compres-
sion Device used in administering
CPR and a LifePack 15 Defibril-
lator. Both of these devices are
carried on the District’s advanced
life support ambulances.

The Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict would like to thank Moraga
Royale and our community for
their continued support of the
Rescue One Foundation.
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Moraga

“Shred Fest" event, Saturday, March 3 at 455 Mor-
aga Rd., 10am-1pm. Protect yourself from identity
theft by safely destroying your unwanted docu-
ments containing personal data. The event is held
in conjunction with 5A Rent- A- Space and the E-
Waste Event. In addition, you will receive a free
complimentary guide on record retention require-
ments, "How long do | have o keep what records?”
Sponsored by Hall of Taxes. All net proceeds will
go to Rescue One Moraga which supports the Mor-
aga/Orinda Fire District. §5 per bunkers box. For
more information call Pepgy Hall av (925) 388-
1040,

Shred Fest a Success“?*ﬂﬂdﬂfﬁ% )

weex/y
Submitted by Peggy Hall

Photo provided

he March 3 Shred Fest sponsored by Hall
of Taxes mised $301 for the Rescue One

Fest was so fivorable that Hall of Taxes plans
to sponsor the evenl again on June 3. Picture

Foundation which supports the MOFD by pur-
chasing needed equipment.  Hall of Taxes
jomed forces with SA Rent-A-Space and Neigh-
bhorhood Computers to help Lamorinda house-
holds rid themselves of e-waste and important
personal documents, The response o the Shred

from left Linda Borelli and Gree Reams (from
Rescue One Foundation), Grant Stubblefield
(Neighborhood Computers), Peggy Hall (Hall
of Taxes), und Brad Noggle (5 A Rent-A-
Space). To be put on the notification list, ‘call
Hall of Taxes at (925) 388-1040,



“Grandparent’s Day” Helps Rescue One

Submitted h}r Jmtm McCumiek

by TR

From IEH; Loto Rickman, Katy Himsl, Al Pyne, Dan Johanson, Greg Aeams,

Jessica McCormick and Chris Davies,

n Thursday, September 27
staft from Moraga Royale
presented Rescue One Founda-
tion President Greg Reams with a
donation of §1,000, the proceeds
of Mornga Royale's -annual

Photo provided
“Grandparent’s Day" celebration.
Moraga Royale's Grandparent's
Day, which was held on Septem-
ber 8, provided foed, drinks, sno-
cones, pony rides, 4 petting zoo,
and a dunk tank that benefited the

i rn
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Rescue One Foundation, Al Pyne,

Loto Rickman, and Jessica Me-
Cormick, all staff of Moraga
Royale, braved the cold water to
raisc money for this great cause.
In two hours they raised $500 and
Moraga Royale matched that do-
nation amount, siving Rescue
COine 51,000 in total, Rescue One
15 & non-profit organization that 15
dedicated 1o the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District and emergency med-
ical services in the Moraga and
Orinde area. Donors like Moraga
Royale have made possible the
purchase of vital items such as
CPR training equipment, heavy
rescue equipment, and cardiac
monitors/defibrillators, Reams
thanked Moraga Rovale for its
kind donation and for always re-
membering Rescue One,

MOFD in the Pink for Cancer /ﬂ/ﬂ/xq

Lameridsg

By Cathy Dausman

Amino-Lee, Kim Kennedy, and lsabella Kennedy. Photo Cathy Dausman
oraga Orinda Fire District all for a good couse. The firefight-
employees and their sup- ers are promoting October’s Breast

parters are on Fm: tlus. munﬂl and  Cancer Awareness month by wear-

ing pink t-shirts emblazoned with
the district logo and selling them 1o
the public. Proceeds from the sales
benefit the Susan G. Komen foun-
dation. MOFD Fircfighter Mike
Maorguard!  brought 300 shirts
through the International Associa-
tion of Firefighters Local 1230 10
sell at the Moraga Fire Station 41
open house October 13. Marquardt
said shins arc available “until we
run oul,” during regular business
hours at Fire Station 43, 20 Via Lus
Cruces, Orinda. “Last year we had
only two [shirts] left over,” Mar-
quardt said, “We get a lot of re-

Back row, from left: Jared Costanza, Sr, Matt Epperson, Mark DeWeese, Jacob  quests from the local hospitals for
Alrola, and Mike Rattary, Front row: Angela Davison-Lee, Grace Santos, Nancy

t=shiris. It's usually individuals m
the ERs asking after secing [emer-
gency | personnel wearing them.”
In November MOFD tums its
fiocus to prostate cancer awarcness,



Photo Dennis Rein

he Moraga-Orninda Fire District recognized its: One Foundation and C8-245, the district's commu-

volunteers at a June 12 ceremony at the Ha- nications support group. Kneeling, from lefi: Divi-
cienda de las Flores, Honorees included the Com-  sion chief Darrell Lee und Fire Chief Stephen
munity Emergency Response Team, the Rescue Healy N Marnel!




Transfer of Command at

MOFD

By Nick Marnell
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MOFD's Darrell Lee and his wife Nancy, with daughters Kelsey and Priscilla,

after his retiremient presentation June 18,

He arnved on the scene in 1984
in his Angels Flight pants and
flip flops, accordng w Gil Cara-
vantes, captain with the Contra Costa
County Fire Protection Distnel. And
on June 27, divistan chief Diarrell Lee
punched out of Moraga-Cnnda Frre
District station 45 for the final time in
his firefighting career. Some of the
people whose lives Lee impacted
over those 30 years shared their feel-
ings about the retired division chief.

“He's been my fhend since
1995, sasd John Wyro, MOFD board
president. “Whenever you needed
help, Darrell was there.” Wyro re-
flected on the many programs Lee
implemented that improved pre-hos-
pital patient care, notably the 12-lede
electrocardiogram procedure which

ba lamminned le ks dissalat I= 00T

Phato M. Marnell

vided logistical and communication
support at Ground Zero. Lee later be-
came a founding member of the De-
partment of Homeland Security.
Directors and staff and the rank
and file recognized Lee's helpful,
easy going manner. “Durrell Lee has
as much instiutional knowledge and
enthusiasm for the fire service as any-
one the district has ever had working
here,” snid Mark DeWeese, MOFD

sentiment as- well. “This community
has been very fortunate to hove Dar-
rell as a member of our fire district all
these years" said Gordon Nathan,
past MOFD director and president of
the Rescue One Foundation, “Darrell
hms been the district’s lisison to Res-

sem Fhma . i.a EE st



New AEDs for MOFD Area

By Cathy Dausman

Darrell Lee with AED Lifepak

ight new sutomated extermal de-
fibrillators valued n excess of
S204,000 were delivered to the Morza
and Ornda police deparimenis, four
cach, dunng presentations at two re-
cent council mestmgs. An AED s a
portable device that can be used for
treatrment duning sudden cardme armest
(heart amack). It produces a shock if
needed 1o help restare the heart 1o nor-
mal rhyythim. The Lifepak model 1000
AEDs were a gift from Rescue One
Foundation,
Moraga-Orinda Fire District di-
vision chief Darrell Lee addressed

qt'nﬂr-rl r.h,r d‘/r/ﬁ

Photo Cathy Dausman

the Moraga Town Council at its
April 23 meeting. “When [ started
as o paramedic 34 years ago, there
was no AED" he sad. Then
1997 MOFD) parmmedics began the
first county. paringrship with local
law enforcement officers in Moraga
and Orinda, offering AED training.
Since then Lamorinda police have

used the AEDs on many occasions, |

and two Moraga police officers are
credited with using an AED to help
save the life of a cardiac arrest vie-
tim.

... continued on page Al6

New AEDs for MOFD Area

... confinued from page A9

“l am extremely thankful for
the donation,” said Morsga's palice
chief, Bob Priebe, in éméil com-
ments. “The technologically up-
graded AEDs will help us continue
to serve our communily and save
lives. With the one documented
AED life-saving incident experi-
enced by MPD, we know the value
of this incredible tool,” he added.

Orindis  Police Chief Mark
Nagel added his thanks to Rescue
One. “On some occasions, police
are first to respond on a call involy-
ing sudden cardiac amest,” Nagel
said vin email. “Every mimgte that

passes increases the hikelihood of

bron damaze or death to the victim.
It's reassuring that officers have
state of the art equipment allowing
them 1o apply life saving measures
s so0n as possible,” e said.
Rescue One president Gordon
Nathan was af Lee's side during the
Momga presentation. "It takes a
while 1o mise that kind of money,”
Nathan said, but “it was a real
pleasure” muking the donation,
AEDs are now available in pub-
lic places throughout Lamorinda.
Pulse Point lists more than 50
AEDs lgcated ai sites that include

schools, churchizs, libraries, fitness
clubs, and businesses. Muny of
those organizations have maore than
ong unit. Using an AED now is
simple because the machine talks
its user through the entire process,
step by step, and volunieers can be
alerted when their help ts needed by
subscribing to the PulsePoint app.
When paramedics are dispaiched 10
treat a heart attack victim a nolifi-
cation is senl 0 CPR-trained Pulse-
Point subscribers willing to assist
via their smartphones, Notifications
are only made if the victim is in a
public place and only to potential
rescuers v the mmediate vicinity,

primarily within walking distance.

The LP 1000 AEDs are
equipped with the newiest operating
protocals and energy delivery and
are particularly sulted to survive
rough handling in the field, but the
older AED models are still service-
gble. Mow that the police depart-
ments have new AEDs, the older
devices will be placed at locations
around Lamorinda that are cur-
rently without an AED. Lee con-
siders the older AEDs
“placeholders,” to be used until ad-
ditional funds can be raised and
more new models can be pur-
chased,

Learn to use an AED; watch this You Tube video:
httpy//www.youtube.com/watch?v=VilbTe_fGTE.

Rescue One, established in 1977, Is California’s first cltizen-in-
spired foundation working to support a fire district/paramedic
program, To learn more about Rescue One, visit
httpy//www.mofd.org/about/rescusone.

PulsePoint http:/pulsepoint.org/app/#sthash.UUesQowl.dpuf is
available for download in the Apple App Store or in Android Apps

on Google Play.

(Read the related article about the PulsePoint app In our archive,
https://www lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0720/Informa-
tion-Age-Emergency-Monitaring.html )

Lamorinda AED Locations

Acalanes High Schaol (3)
Acalanes Union High School District
24 Hour Fitness, Moraga
California Insuranice Center
Campolindo High School (4)
Emyuﬂl’ust Office
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By Sophie Braccini

n/f" imr’

From left: Battalion Chief Jerry Lee, Jay Ingram, Ann Miller and Greg Eames

¢ lives. This is why the Town
uf}lunpwddﬂhmdmﬁnﬁn-
vices installed anywhere a lot of peo-
ple gather, such as at the Moraga
Library where a defibrillator was in-
stalled Sept. 25. “We are extremely
mmmammmm
for buying this device,” said Parks and

Recreation Director Jay Ingram, who

is in charge of public facilities. Police
cars and paramedic vehicles are al-

15 one at the Hacienda de las Flores.
The Momga-Orinda Fire District
trained library personnel to use the de-

what to do,” said Ann Miller, Mor-
aga’s new children’s librarian who
feels empowered now that she knows
how to use the AED. Dr. Fugene Got-
Mmmﬁﬁu Rescue
One Foundation, explained that with
this machine people can start saving
lives right now. “When a heant stops,
seconds count,” he said. Battalion
Chief Jerry Lee added that recently a
cess on an Oninda city employee who
Reams said that the more money the
foundation ratses, the more units they
will be able to gift 1o the cities of Mor-

MOFD Open House and Pancake
Breakfast Benefits Burn Foundatlon

wrefighters of the
Moraga-Orinda
Fire District helped
Fuise over 51.235 for
‘the Alisa Ann Ruch
Bum Foundation at the  [°

|cepts  the 5‘1,235




MOFD Crew Celebrates Future Firefighter’s 4th Birthday

By Nick Marnell

Seated, from left, Capl. Steve Gehling, engineer-paramedic Jon Ford, !:‘ilrth'tm';n:.r Vivek Rl‘l:l'lnd: 511

ing, from left, firefighter-paramedic Anthony Stephens, Capt. Sean McGes, Chandnl Rathod, Sameer

Rathod.

\ ot infrequently, kids receive birthday
i presents of firefighter helmets, fire engine
puzzles or books about the fire service. In the
case of 4-year old Vivek Rathod, he received
those gifts from Moraga-Orinda Fire District

Reams.

memorial

Submitted by Greg Reams

donation

£13,000 was received by Res-
cue One Foundation from the fam-
ity and friends of Reed Austin
Whittaker, formerly of Moruga,
who passed away in December
2013. Reed. who was 29 years old,

Photo M. Marnsil

firefighters at a birthday party they threw for
him at Fire Station 45 in Crinda.

On Jan. 13, 2013, Capt. Sean MoGee led his
crew of MOFD firefighters and paramedics on
2 childbirth response call o Stanton Avenue

1|as]iz

in Ornda. “If you guys were even a minute
or two later..” said Sameer Rathod, Vivek's
dad. Capt. Steve Gehling, then a firefighter-
paramedic, delivered Vivek in the bedroom at
10:17 p.m. and the crew rushed the baby and
his mom to'the hospital for follow-up care.

*(Vivek) knows the whole story,” said
Chandni Rathod, Vivek's mother. “He's pas-
sionate about firefighters. He thinks of Station
45 as his second home.™ Vivek constantly
talks whout commg to the fire station, because
he wants to stop and “see my friends,” she
said.

Vivek received a fire station command per-
formance on Jan. 16, including gifts, cupeakes,
a fire engine tour and éven a special session
with Gehling on how to use the fire hose.

“Most of the time, we pick the moms up
und take them to the hospital,” said Gehling,
who noted the smgularity of Rathod’s siiua-
tion. The captain has delivered nine babies in
the field throughout his career, so he was the
right person on duty the night of the Rathod
emergency medical call,

“We are stll very graieful,” said Sameer
Rathod.

died in a tragic putomobile incident
while en route to Highland Hospi-
tal, where he worked as an Emer-
gency Room Techmican.

The donated funds were used to
purchase a LUCAS 2 Chest Com-
pression System for the Moraga-

of

|.Dltrunnati«:)r.l to Rescue One Foundation

-'c'; larn Jc! H/-E‘.ﬁ. K
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=

; F/PM Matt
Erom left. EF/PM Lucas Lambert, Battalion Chief Jerry Lee, Rescue One President Gordon Nathan, F _
Lapez, Sally and Brad Whittaker, parents of Reed Whittaker, Capt./PM Sean McGee, and Rescue One Director Greg

Photo Gene Gottfried
Orinda Fire Disinict, The Rescue One
Foundahion 15 & voluntesr organiza-
tion supporting the paramedic pro-
gram of the Moraga-Onnda Fire
District,  For information,  visit
hitp://www.mofd.org/about/res-
cusone, A .



_Ynung Cancer Patient I_lilpacts MOFD Firt:ﬁghter

By Nick Marnell

fi-year old girl marched up to the fire engine
at the Moragn Pear Festival, dragging her
brother and babysitter direetly toward firefighter-para-
madic Lucas Lambert. “Some kids are shy, some are
hesitant, but not her" said Lambert, staffing the Mor-
aga-Orinda Fire Distnct apparatus on display that day.
“She certainly got all of our attention. ™
Finley Brown introduced herself to the crew and
she explained in detail what she had gone through this
wear, “She told us about a cancer operation she under-
went that remaoved a tumor the size of a baseball from
her kidney,” said Lambert. “And she showed us her
scars as she freely discussed the whole process.” Fin-
ley was diagnosed with cancer three days after her 6ith
birthday in June. She has completed all of her radiation
treatments and 15 undergoing six months of
chemotherapy.
“1 was thinking, this fittle girl has been going
through hell, and was still smiling, not a care in the
workd,” said Lambert. *“ft didn't slow her down one bit.”
Brown, & and MOFD firefighter-paramedic i )
ﬁmammammhm “Wee teach our kids that, whenever you see a police
Phat courtesy Moroga-Orinds Fre Disgict Oficer, a firefighter, a soldier, you thank them for

keeping you safe,” said her mom, AJ, Brown, who
wiorks at the Moraga California Academy of Perform-
ing Arts, where Finley dances. “She is well-spoken,
and she went right up to the guys and told them what
wass happening.”

So rapt was the MOFD crew that they organized
a fundraiser, Dinner for Finley, to help mbse money for
the Brown family to go on a trip to Disneyland Park
after Finley completes her cancer tremments. The
MOFD Profissional Firefighters Assoctation is spon-
soring a raffle of a dinner for up o six at fire station
44 on Saturday, Dec. 12. Tickets cost $5 each or five
for $20, and they may be purchased at any of the five
district fire stations. The associntion, with the support
of the district, hopes to rise $1,500 for the family,

When be delivered a firefighters’ calendar to
Finley at her home, Lambert sprung another sur-
prise. Provided he obtains all authorizations, Lam-
bert told Finley that the crew plans to transport her
to her final chemotherapy treatment Dec. 21 ina
district emergency vehicle:

.- vhntmiied on page AR

Young Cancer Patient Impacts MOFD Firefighter

... continued from page Al

The confident, self-assured young  citing for anyone,” said Brown.  really nice things for us.”

irl nearly jumped to the ceiling. Cancer is a disease embla-
“I wouldn't have thought that zoned in firefighters’ psyches: A
going to chemo could be that ex- 2014 study released by the Na-
tional Institute of Occupational
Safety and Health reported that
| firefighters experienced a higher
rate of cancer than the rest of the
population, ofien caused by the
flame-retardant chemicals in the

gear designed to protect them.
“It's & lot for a little one 1o go
through,” said Brown. “Her little
brother is experiencing this, tog,
When we take Finley to the hospi-
tal, he misses mommy, and he
wints his sister home,™ She said
that Fimley's cancer 1s treatable,

with a 90 percent survival rate.
“It's mot like you can opt out,”
coptinued Brown: “Yoo step up
and perform. And you marvel at’
the number of lives she is touch-

| ing.” .

None likely touched more than
the frefighter who delivered Fin-

reasons to love firefighters al-

“As if we didn"t have enough ready,” said Brown.

ley and her brother a customn set of

firefighters' turnout gear.
“Fireman Lucas is my friend,”

she said. “He's kind and he does

At the Brown residence, top row, from left: engineer-parameadic Matt Ep-
person, firefighter-paramedic Jared Costanza, captain Mike Rattary and
firefighter-paramedic Dave Iman; bottom row: Cooper Brown, Finley
Brown and firefighter-pararmiedic Lucas Lambert
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New Medlc Units for Moraga—Orlnda Fire District

Fram left, Daryle Balan captain-paramedic; Matt Lopez firefighter-paramedic; Chrls Davies engineer; Vince Matulich captain-paramudic; Tim Willlams
engineer; Lucas Lambert firsfighter-paramedic; Anthony Grgurevic firefighter; Lucas Trumpf firefighter-paramedic. Phato Andy Scheck

wo new Intemational TerraStar medic
units, designed by Leader Ambulance
m Los Angeles, were placed n service May
I by the Moraga-Orinda Fire Distncl. “We

responded to complamts about an uncomfon-
nble nide, and the fact that the old ambulanc-
es were nol properly designed for our roads,”
said firefigehre-parmmedic Matt Lopez of the

district apparatus committee. “We chose and
designed ambulances to give us the longest
service life and requiring the least amount of
mmmenance,” —N, Marnell

MOFD Holds Open House to Mark Wildfire Prevention

By Nick Marnell

0 recognize National Wild-

fire Community Preporediiess

Dy, the Mortgn-Ormda Fire Dis-

trict will hold its bianmsal Open

House May 14 at Station 45 in
| Orinda Village.

MOFD firefighters, staff and
minogeément, plus representatives
of outside agencies like Pacific Gas
and Electric snd the East Bay Mu-
nicipal Utility District — and yes,

Smokey the Bear, 100 — will be.an
hand to explam what they can do to
help you prevent wildfires.

“With all of the rain we've had

this senson. 1's never too early 1o

work on your weed ahatement,”
said MOFD fire marshal Kathy
Leonard, and she will well you ev-
ervthing vou need 1o know o pro-
tect vour property from wildfires
— and to avoid receiving 4 nasty
letter from the district in Tnte June
beemise of out-of-control weeds.
Firefighters, decked out in their
wildland gear, will pull out the
Type 3 engine, a shorter, squattier
vehicle used 10 fight wildfires and
seldom seen traversing the streets

| of Moraga and Ovinda. They will

expluin the differences between the
Type 3 and the regular engine, and
demonstrate the special equipmen
the Type 3 curries.

But the event will not be all
work.
“It’s o great ume for everyone,”
Leonard smd. “The firefighters love
meeting the kids.™ And there will
b plenty for the kids (o do, includ-

Future frefighters try out the driver's seat.

ing seemingly every small child's
dreame (o sit ino fire engine.

Firefighter David Mazaika will
bring his super-clistomized grill o
station 45 and cook links and dogs
andd burgers, with all proceeds for
the barbeyue going to the Muscular
Dystrophy Association.

Even the Conts Costa County

Animal Services Department will

set up, showeasing cats and dogs
available for adoption, Agency rep-
resentative Steve Burdo promises-a

Phiota courtesy MOFD
reduced adoption fee for all sttend-
ees:

“Let's break the Orinda open
Thouse record of 300 ths year!™ said
district clerk Grace Santos, who
organizes this event us well as the
Moragn Open House und Pancake
Breakfast during Nanonal Fire Pre-
vention witek in the fall.

The event runs from [0 dm.
until 2 p.m. Satueday, May 14 ot

'MOFD Station 45, located at 33
Orindn Wiy in Orinda Village.




Rescue One Foundation Donates AED to Commons

-;J'* /H.

By Cathy Dausman

Showing off the new AED are, from left MOFD Battalion Chief Jerry Lee, Steve
Strand of Rescue One, Gene Gottfried, Rescue One President, Mayor Mike Metcalf,
Interim Town Manager Robert Priebe and Gordon Nathan of Rescue One.

AGmor no<

N '[ oraga now has another
Automated External De-
fibrillator thanks to & donation
from Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-

trict’s Rescue One Foundation.
The latest umit was nstalled
inside the kitchen adjacent the
band shell at Moraga Commons
Park. The portable device 1s used
1o treat victims of sudden cardi-
ac amest, Last fall Rescue One
donated an AED to the Moraga

¢ library; they also donated a to-

o tal of eight AEDs to the Moraga
and Crinda police departments
in 2014,

:f/
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wee il

Hacienda de las Flores and
the SODA Agquatic Center at
Campolindo High Scheol also
have AEDs, although those were
not Rescue One purchases,
“Knowing now that the town
will have a dedicated AED for
large community ¢vents at The
Commons is extremely impor-
tant,” said Moraga Parks and
Recreation Director Jay Ingram.
“On behalf of the town, thank
you for continuing to make
Moraga a safe place to live,
work, play and rescue,” he said.

J’J/;é-
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Ten years of fire reporting in Lamorinda

By Nick Marnell

www lamorindaweekly.com  Wednesday, March 8, 2017

Finley Brown, 6, and MOFD firefighter-paramedic Lucas Lambert ride ina
fire engine on the way to her last round of chemo on Dec. 21, 2015,

he Lamorinda Weekly made

an early commatment {0 caver
the local fire districts, and the paper
bonsts a fully dedicated fire beat
writer, the only newspaper in the
Bay Ares to do so.

“Emergency service 18 a very
important aspect of our community,
and | understand the role of our fire
departments,” said publisher Andy
Scheck, whose father worked for
the fire service in Gérmany and
who at 15 became a volunteer fire-
fighter himself,

Our first fire article appearcd
on May 16, 2007. Cathy Tyson
wrote about fire safety and defen-
sible space, quoting Tonya Hoover,
Moraga-Orinda  Fire District fire
marshal, and Contrg Costa County
Fire Protection District fire inspec-
tor Robert Davis. The first printed
words from a Lamorinda fire offi-

Courtesy AJ Brown
cial read, “We belicve we all share
in the responsibility for our fine
safety,” und that challenge impart-
id by Hoover rings as true today as
10 years past.

Andrea Firth , the ongmal Orm-
dit beat writer, pushed management
to include more fire reporting. and
she wrofe occastonal articles over
the first two years, mostly about
MOFD. The blockbuster story dur-
ing her tenure — and of the past
10 vears — was the Pete Nowick
pension spiking fallout. After the
board miscaleulsted the fire chief's
pension based on incorrect infor-
mation he submitted, the result cost
the disirict millions of dollars and
made MOFD the national poster
cluld for public pension abusc.
Firth explained the situation clearly
and without hysterics,

Regular fire reporting ook

off after Lucy Amaral succeeded
Firth in 2009. With regular report-
ing came more thorough district
coverage, meluding topics like the
botched purchase of an administra-
tion building on Mormga Way, the
confrontation between MOFD and
the Orinda Fire and Infrastructure
Renewal citizens group and the res-
ignation of two directors after the
board renewed the contract of Fire
Chaef Randall Bradley.

Amaral retired m 2012 and
yours truly took over the fire beat.
Coverage increased from regular
I consistent, with fwo o three
articles per issue, including more
Conlire reporting. Starting with
the Dec. 17, 2014 issue, fire moved
from sporadic placement in various
parts of the paper into its fixed Sec-
tion A Jocation, under the Fire Dis-
tricts heading, where fire articles
AppLar in every issue.

As our fire reporting changed
hands, both distnicts faced their
darkest moments, The Greut Reces-
siom hobbled both districts’ financ-
es, with terms “stroctural deficit”
and “bankrupt™ routinely written
m our news articles. The distrots
gither closed fire stations or cut
duily staffing. Both belesguered
fire chiefs resigned and returned 10
their roots: MOFD's Bradley to the
Central Valley and ConFire's Daryl
Louder to Virginia.

Thanks in parl o an improved
economy, new chicfd Stephen
Healy of MOFD and Jeff Carman
of ConFire led their districts into
the black, snd our reporting cov-
ered the subsequent turnaround of
the rock-bottom morale that per-
vaded both districts. Carman made
news when ConFire took over the
available Contra Costa County am-

bulance trans-
port contract,
making it the first California fire
district to make such a leap.

Our longest-running fire stary
ignited when the city of Lafayette
threatened to secede from ConFire
because of the closure of its Fire
Station 16, and a back-and-forth ai-
tempt by both districts to construct
a joint fire station in western Lafay-
ette collapsed. Instead both chiefs
pushed for the rebwld of fire sta-
tions it Orinda and Lafayerie.

The uplifting tale of the MOFD
firefighters and Finley Brown, the
B-year-old concer patient who stole
their hearts, made intermational
news, Coverage of the firefight-
ers” dnving Brown 1o the hospital
in'a fire engine for ber final chemo
treatment made sound bites and
headlines in media outlets world-
wide. Brown continues to do well.

And just this year, we reported
that MOFD elected its first female
board president, Kathleen Famule-
nen
On a personal note, this paper
took a huge leap of faith in 2012
when it hired me, an inexperienced
fire reporter who did not know the
difference between o fire enging
and & fire ruck, let alone a quint.
If it were not for the help of former
MOFD director Dick Olsen, it is
ni exapgeration (o say that | would
have failed. Olsen spent hours over
lunches, coffee and phone calls o
numerous 10 mention, explaining
details of the fire service and the
histary of our fire districts,

Olsen deserves much of the
credit for the success of this section
of our paper. His legacy will extend
throughout the future of Lamorinda
Weekly fire reporting,




RESCUE ONE buys extra eyes for MOFD

... continued from page Al

“It takes a hittle time to leam
how to fiy these things,” he said.

The drone was unveiled ot a
Moraga Fire Station 41 demon-
stration in April with an audience
of MOFD employees, volunteers
and members of the RESCUE

I ]

MOFD’s new drone to help with

emergencies, search and rescue
By Cathy Dausman /.. 7100 )10G Wee /£y

MOFD's new drone.  Photo C. Dausman
ith its agile new helper, the Mora-
ga-Orinda Fire District now has an

extra set of eyes in the sky — a six pound

Unmanned Aenal Vehicle, or drone.

Its uses include search and rescue,
medical emergencies and aennl photogra-
phy in addition to fire service ranng,

The UAY, an Inspire | model manufac-

tured by 87 DIl Technology Company Wits
purchased with a recent $10,000 gift from
RESCUE ONE Foundation, The drone was
outfitted with two swap-out upgrades. a
high-resolution camery and a FLIR infrared
camera. The drone can carry a payload of
two pounds, making it capable of ferrying a
small first aid kit or portable radio to a vie-

= tim who can't be reached from the ground.

“We are pleased 1o be using this tech-
nology to help support our mission of all-
risk emergency service and community
risk reduction,” said Fire Chief Stephen
Healy,

Commnercinl small drone operators
are now licensed by the Federal Aviation
Admimstration and only one MOFD em-
plovee — Capt. Michael Marquardt — is
currently permitted to fly it. Marquardt has
Rown drones for the past 10 years, first as 2
hobby and now for MOFD.

ONE board of directors on hand.
Its infrared camern quickly lo-
cated a volumteer hading under a
nearby canopy of trees. Four days
later it was called into service
during a search for a UPS truck
driver feared mjured and lost
after an accident in Lafavene's
Hunsaker Canvon, where, said
Muarquardt, *st did exactly what it
needed to do.™

MOFD used the resource
ngain May 11 when a vehicle
overshot the embankment on
Pinehurst Road south of Canyon
Road and May |2 {o monitor
firefighting efforts during a resi-
dential structure fire in Orinda. It
has also been used during training
flights over Station 41.

Healy said MOFD does not
fly the drone during a vegetation
fire, and neither should anyone
else. “Tt is actually illegal,” he
added, explaining that Cal Fire
does not fly its aircraft in an area
where drones are aloft. “If yvou
fiv, we don’t,” Healy said.

Before takeoff Marquardt con-
sults smartphone apps B4UFLY,
AirMap and ForeFlight to leam

of possible airspace restrictions;
he checks Aviation and 1-800-wx
brief for weather reports,

A tablet computer controls
the white with red stickered UAV
with the red and green running

lights and white strobe. It is ca-

pable of flying 60 miles per hour
although Marquardt currently
keeps it under 47 mph. Tt has a
flight life of 23 minutes. While
nol waterproof, it operates with
good stability in winds up to 23
miles per hour.

While FAA regulations re-
quire line-of-sight operations,
a flight path under 400 feet and
daylight only operations, the
MOFD operator has obtained a
waiver allowing flight operations
after twilight.

The New York-based Center
for the Study of the Drone says
347 public safety agencies na-
tionwide use drones; 23 of those
agencies are in California

Alomeds County  Shenff’s
office has six drones, and used
one during Oakland’s Ghost Ship
warchouse fire in Oakland last
December. Menlo Park Fire Pro-

J’/Jzéz oL

tection District has three “large
frame"” drones plus a few hand-
held drones. Contra Costa Coun-
ty Fire Protection District, San
Ramon Valley Fire Protection
Distnict, and the Rodeo-Hercules
Fire Protection Distmict are in the
process of designing their own
programs, Marquardt said

“This is another wol — an
extra set of eves to keep firefight-
ers safe,” suid MOFD Emergency
Preparedness Coordinator Dennis
Rein. Marquardl agreed, adding
“the possibilitics are endless.”
And like any good pilot, he is still
building flight time. He is sched-
uled to attend & Menlo Park Fire
Protection  District  symposium
on public service drone use June
2. “Every day there’s something
new (to Teamn) and 'm trying to
stay on top of it,” Marquardt said.

[Editor’s mnote: Lamorinda
Weekly reported earlier on lo-
cal drome wse in @& November
5, 2014 story: hitp:/fwww. lam-
orindaweekly.com/archive/
issuel818/Drones-in-Lamor-
inda-The-good-the-bad-the-un-
manned. htmi]

Fireﬁgfﬁeré ‘Fill the Boot’ for muscular dystrophy

By Pippa Fisher
ontinuing a long-standing

Association to over $4,500 so far  said Leach.

mon goal which is to raise as much

commitment 1o the defeat
of muscular dystrophy, Moraga-
Orinda Fire District firefighters
and paramedics 1ook 1o the streets
of Moraga recently (o raise money
in their traditional “Fill the Boot™
campaign.

For over f0 years the Interna-
tional Association of Fire Fighters
have raised more than $558 million,

The organizer of the most re-
cent day’s fundraising in Moraga,
firefighter-paramedic Andrew
Leach, said that they raised just
over $3,800 as firefighters passed
the boots around at the junction of
Moraga Road and Rheem Boule-
vard and greeted drivers waiting at
the traffic lights.

He said that that figure com-
bined with t-shirt sales from the re-
cent open house brings the amount
raised for the Muscular Dystrophy

this year and expects the total to
increase following the June 29
Orinda Fill the Boot day. Last year,
between the two Fill the Boot days
and the open house they ratsed over
F10,000.

Leach said that he works along- 8

side the MDA representative and
coordinates the dates and locations
in the district to try and get as many
on and off duty personnel to par-
ticipate as possible. “The more fire
fighters we have out there, the more
money we raise”

Money raised will sponsor kids

suffering from various types of

muscular dystrophy to participate
in summer camps, There are two
camps this year, one in the Santa
Cruz Mountains and a second in
Occidental, “In years past we have

His favorite part of this effort? money as we can to send as many

to achieveacom-  camps,”
|

“Secing all our firefighters out there ~ children as we can (o the summer
wnrking

sent an engine company 10 € coop i naramedic Jacob Airola collecting money in Moraga.

camp to spend & day with the kids,”

Photo Pippa Fisher



. Lamerinda Week/
w Vedinies .‘ ".__,L“_ "7’

tor. Agaln.
New job for Hoover

of the LS. National Fire
AcsdeciynMéy She be-
50 honored to serve our o

said T also want to thank °"? Hooverin

inception in
District and

éf

i 2014 .
the members of the fire district for allowing me 1o serve
them us the fire marshal and take those lessons throughout
the rest of my career.” Hoover worked at MOFD from

proclamation from the Council in hon

their Emergency Medical
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1998 until 2007 and later served as state fire marshal :

Rescue One marks its 40th year
quietly helping to save lives

By Sophie Braccini

64

wated: MOFD Captain Michasl Marquardt {drane pilot), Gene Gottfried, Gordon Nathan; Standing: Linda

torrelli, Ellen Long, Sally Whittaker, Greg Reams, MOFD board president Kathleen Famulener, Provided
ew people know that the Moraga Fire Dis-  ambulances fast enough. They created Rescue
trict was the first fire district in Northern One, the foundation that paid for the very first

.allfnmin to possess a fully equipped pars- emergency medical vehicle. Since then Orin-

nedic :min to serve the population’s medical da joined the Moraga district that became the

mergencies, Moraga-Orinda Fire District and the two towns
It happmed because, 40 years ago, Mor-  benefit from the same service.

ga residents were frustrated at not getting . continued on page A10

Rescue One anniversary

Rescue Ome'd rools can be
traced back to one day in 1976
Jean Kirsch's husband cut s leg
with a power saw and was bleed-
g profusely. Jean Kirsch called an
ambulance while & local Emergency
Medical Techmician tried to stop
the bleeding The ambulance had
o come from Walnut Creek — it
took 30 minutes to arive. Gordon
Mathan, n volunteer firefighter and
now hoard member of Rescue One,
remembers that Kirsch almost died.

The scare spurred his wife and
other residents into action. They
decided that they needed a rolling
emergency room available locally
at all times, :

Jean Kirsch, Jerry Mayer, Linda
Borelli and Yvette Nance were some
of the founding board members of
Rescue One. At the time Borelli was
president of the Moraga Service
League, and that group was asked if
they would raise the money for the
first ambulance. Borelli, who has
been on Rescue One's board almogt
continuously since, remeémbers go-
mng door to door asking everyone 1o
chip in §1 to fund the first vehicle.
Rescue One also paid for the train-
ing of the first firefighters who val-
unteered 10 become paramedics.

‘When Orinda joined Moraga 1o
form MOFD, Dr, Eugene Gottfried
joined Rescue One's board, along
with other Orinda residents. He re-
members the pre-MOFD time when
he needed an ambulance that took
45 minutes to come to his residence

arid then got lost on its way 1o the
hospital. Gottfried is Rescue One's
current president. He explaing that
the foundation is funded mostly by
unsolicited donations from people
who were rescued by MOFD ambu-
lances,

* Nathan confirms that the group
decided not 1o solicit donations, and
he gives the example of the family
and friends of Reed Austin Whittak-
er that made a donation of $13.000
i memory of the young man who
was killed in a tragic sutomobile ac-
cident five years ago. Several orga-
nizations also support Rescue One
such as the Moraga Country Club,
which asks s residents every year
if they want to contribute, and Mor-
aga Royale, which raises money for
the foundation.

Over the years, the foundation
has donated $417,000 10 MOFD. It
funded an sutomated LUCAS chest
compression system. Gottfried re-
members that about five years ago,
just afler the LUCAS was pur-
chased, MOFD used it (o save the
life of & bicyclist who crashed after
suffering a heart attack. Money was
aléo used to purchase the first Jaws
of Life, a hydmulic apparatus used
to open crashed vehicles in order to
free people trapped mside, the first &
fire district ever owned. MOFD was
also the first district o get shoring
equipment 1o allow rescuers to safe-
ly attend to people injured in 4 land-
slide. The foundation also funded
a Zodiac water rescue boat for the

PROCLAMATION HONORING RESCUE ONE FOUNDATION'S 40TH MHI#RSAR?
Dr. Gene Gottfried, Board President of the Rescue One Foundation, accepted a

or of the Foundation's 40th Anniversary. Since it
1877, the Rescue One Foundation has worked with the or H .

the current Moraga-Orinda Fire District (MOFD) to im

Services capabilities. The e
F_ias:cue One Foundation has contributed to lives say
life in Moraga for 40 years. MOFD Chief Heal
of his personnel and the MOFD Board of Directors.

iginal Moraga Fire
! prove and maintain
quipment and support provided by
ed and has enhanced the quality of
¥y was present to offer his thanks on behalf

- continued from page Al

San Pablo Reservoir, which is part
of MOFD's jurisdiction.

One of the latest donations was
used 10 purchase a drone equipped
with infrared cameras that is used
in search and rescue missions and
is capable of dropping a small first
aid kit or miniature AED, The drone
was used in the recent Campolindo
fire to detect hot spots in the hills,
Gottinied noted thiat MOFD was one
of the first agencies to get such a de-
vice,

The fire district sinif makes re-
quests to the foundation and the
board members see if it fits its mis-
sion of medical emergency, as well
as its budget. The hoard also wanis
to support the education of the para-
medics. For example Rescue One
funded the equipment of an edu-
cation center within Station 45 in
Orinid

As it marks its 40th anniver-
sary, Rescue One contimues o fund
equipment and training so medical
emergencies are respontded to in the
two communitics with tramed pro-
fessionals equipped with cutting-
edge, life-saving equipment.

The 40th anniversary will be
celebrated all yeur long. The Town
of Moraga honored the foundation
at @ recent council meeting with a
proclamation, Reseue One was in
the Fourth of July parade in Orinda,
and it is showcasing its history at
the MOFD open houses.
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PROCLAMATION HONORING

Rescue One Foundation on their 40¢%_Anniversary

WHEREAS, the Rescue One Foundation was established in 1977 as a non-profit
organization to help the community maintain the finest emergency medical care and to work
with the Fire District management and staff to improve its Emergency Medical Services
capabilities; and

WHEREAS, the Rescue One Foundation is the first citizen-inspired foundation in
California to support its local fire district and paramedic program; and

WHEREAS, the mission of the Rescue One Foundation is to receive and administer
funds donated by our citizens in order to enhance public safety by providing advanced medical
equipment, supplies and educational services for the Moraga-Orinda Fire District that might
not otherwise be available through the normal budget process; and

WHEREAS, as of March 2017 the Rescue One Foundation has donated $417,934 in
support of Emergency Medical Services for the Moraga-Orinda Fire District and its
predecessor, the Moraga Fire District; and

WHEREAS, the Rescue One Foundation has helped provide items such as
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) training equipment, heavy rescue equipment, and
cardiac monitors/defibrillators which provide wireless data transmission to local hospitals; and

WHEREAS, in 2014 the Rescue One Foundation purchased eight automated external
defibrillators (AEDs) and donated four to the Moraga Police Department and four to the Orinda

Police Department to further expand the delivery of emergency medical services to our
community; and

WHEREAS, in 2015 the rescue One Foundation donated an AED for use at the Moraga
Library and in 2016 donated another AED for use at the Moraga Commons Park; and

WHEREAS, the successful ongoing, selfless humanitarian mission of the Rescue One
Foundation has directly contributed to lives saved and has enhanced the quality of life in
Maoraga for 40 years.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that |, Teresa Onoda, Mayor of the Town of
Moraga, along with my fellow Councilmembers, do hereby thank the Rescue One Foundation
and all members past and present for significant contributions to the Town of Moraga, and
hereby proclaim the recognition of Rescue One Foundation's 40th Anniversary of service to
the Town of Moraga and encourage all citizens to support their organization.
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PROCLAM --'!;TION HONORING THE
RESCUE ONE FOUNDATION
FOR 40 YEARS OF SUPPORT TO THE
MORAGA-ORINDA FIRE DISTRICT

WHEREAS, the Rescue One Foundation was established in 1977 as a non-profit organization to help the
community maintain the finest emergency medical care and to work with the Moraga-Orinda Fire District
management and staff to improve its Emergency Medical Services capabilities; and

WHEREAS, the Rescue One Foundation is the first citizen-inspired foundation in California to support its local
fire district and paramedic program; and

WHEREAS, the mission of the Rescue One Foundation is to receive and administer funds donated by our citizens
in order to enhance public safety by providing advanced medical equipment, supplies and educational services for
the Moraga-Orinda Fire District that might not otherwise be available through the normal budget process; and

WHEREAS, as of March 2017 the Rescue One Foundation has donated $417,934 in support of Emergency
Medical Services for the Moraga-Orinda Fire District and its predecessor, the Moraga Fire District: and

WHEREAS, the Rescue One Foundation has helped provide items such as Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR)
training equipment, heavy rescue equipment, and cardiac monitors/defibrillators which provide wireless data
transmission to local hospitals; and

WHEREAS, the successful ongoing, selfless humanitarian mission of the Rescue One Foundation has directly
contributed to lives saved and has enhanced the quality of life in Moraga, Orinda and Canyon for 40 years.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Moraga-Orinda Fire Protection District Board of Directors and its
employees, do hereby thank the

RESCUE ONE FOUNDATION

and all its members, past and present, for significant contributions to the Moraga-Orinda Fire Protection District,
and hereby proclaim the recognition of the Rescue One Foundation's 40" Anniversary of service to the
Moraga-Orinda Fire Protection District.

The Clerk of the Board shall attest and affix the seal of the Moraga-Orinda Fire District to this proclamation on this
| 8% day of July 2017.
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Healy reflects on his years with MOFD

By Nick Marnell

-},

tephen Healy spent barely any

time talking nbout what he ac-
complished as fire chief of the Mor-
pga-Orinda Fire District.

Rather, o relaxed Healy, who
leaves the district Sept. 20, talked
over coffee and 1oast almost exclu-
sively about those he worked with
in his 12 years with MOFD.

“I'll most miss the people,” the
chief said. “Since 2006, | have been
! involved with the hiring or promo-
tion of just about everyone in the
district.”

His interactions with people
gave Healy his highest highs, but
glso provided his top challenge
once he moved nto the fire chief
seat. “Deciding who to hire,” Healy
gajd. “The final say on hiring a fire-
fighter was the biggest difference [
elt 4s chief. You have the respon-
sibility to hire (he best people, and
for some, it was tough telling them
this was not a career for them.”

MOFD Fire Chief Stephen Healy: More mountains to climb Hm.l.nﬂﬁthﬁk

From day ong, the chief set
out to establish trust in communi-
cation, IF Healy had the chance to
improve one- aspect of his job, it
would have been figuring out a way
to betier communicate. "We've al-
ways struggled with this. Do I send
emails? Do | do station wvisits?
Should | go through the battalion
chiefs? Hold more capiain meet-
ings”? The firefighters still bring it
up — communication {stinks),"

The human resources and the
legal aspects of the fire chief job
Healy struggled with the most. “It's
unpleasant, and it’s all gray. That's
where you sink or swim - how
you handle personnel issues. The
public knows nothing about those
issues. The firefighters know noth-
ing. The board knows nothing. 1
will not miss that

When Healy took over as fire
chief in 2013, he jumped right
into the firefighter contract nego-

tintions, The chief bore the brunt of
the rhetoric and emotion along the
way, as he tried to remain sensitive
10 both the board and the union.

His peers helped him through
that tough time, and Paige Meyer,
fire chief of the San Ramon Valley
Fire: Protection District. sat at the
top of the help list “Dunng nego-
tiations, | would call Paige, worried
that the whole thing would blow. 1'd
call am a1 the end of the day, *Dude,
I'm womed, I'm pervous.” Paige
was empathetic. “1've been there.
I've done it. You'll be OK. You're
doing the nght thing." He was al-
ways there when I needed him."

As for the negotiated contract,
1 felt good about everything ex-
cept the pay cuts. The emotional
impact had a big effect on a lot of
people.”

Operationally, Healy said he
was happy with the district’s low-
ered score assigned by the Insur-
unce Services Office, which im-
proved the district rating from a 3
fo a 2, helping lower fire insurnnce
premiums for some residents. And
the chief repeated with pride that
not one home in the distnct has
been destroyed by a vegetation fire
since [9KE.

The rift between the two miu-
nicipalities of the eponymous dis-
trct over & perceived nequitable
tax allocation barely registered on
Healy's radar. “It's exaggerated. A
small group of people are trying to
make something more than what it

is. | respect their passion, but | do
MOFD is more than just Moraga
and Omnda. We cover the reser-
voirs, Tilden Park, Canyon, what is
it, 38 different tax zones?"

The chief may have down-
played his efforts, but others rec-
opnized his legacy, “It was great
working with Chief Healy,” said
Local 1230 President Vince Wells.
“He understood the importance of
a good lubor-management relation-

“Chief Healy came fn at b veéry
difficult time and did a tremendous
job getting everyone together fo
save the distnct,” said Kathleen
Famulener, MOFD board presi-
dent. “The lights in the district re-
mained on because of him."

Healy will continue to an-
nounce the football and lacrosse
games at Monte Vista High School,
where his son plays both sports. As
a highpointer, the chief has scaled
the highest peaks in all of the
western states except for those m
Wyoming, Montana and Colorado,
and he intends to complete the list.
“And [ want (o see a Steelers foot-
ball game m Pittsburgh, a Denver
Broncos game and a hockey game
in Montreal.”

But he likely will not have a lot
of free time. “You can let everyone
know that | am definitely looking
for & job," the chief suid, as his
phone buzzed with another inquiry
from a recruiter,
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In the district crosshairs in 2018
Fhoto Nick Mamell

he Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict redefined the “new™ of the
new year Jan. 3 as new board presi-
dent Brad Barber convened the first
2018 district meeting at & new time
— 6215 p.m. —in a new location —a
conference room at the Orinda City

=— ==

\Rescue One Foundation eBalihe 10 recive . Wk mfd.Grg/about)res-
.b d f {ree hﬂunnﬁnm Tlu:d cﬁdw cusone.
oard of directors seeks o) sraam e o
rchase lifesaving equip-
applicants to fill vacancy et to crhance fir dis-
Submitted by John Kennedy ;'UMQI;B.? g9 M mmvmﬂ oo
!;sﬂmu:- One Foundation hudget eS0T | Since its formation, the
a vacancy on its Board of  The board presently consists foundation has purchased
Dumm:ndmlppltm of Il members who meet on the ?mmtfftﬂmm
from interested residents from the first Monday evening of the month not have been available
gﬁﬂ Fire District, par- nine months each year, The foun- mmmummm
ularly those from Orinda. dation's primary activities arc
The Rescue One Foundation ticipation in the fire district :;P: Mfﬂ'mm Whm the c;?lmnnf:;
was formed o receive tax-free hnuminﬂrhdammmiu Foundation board : :
;ﬁm fnrﬁ:aﬁgh;:fpuamedlm, phmh:FuurthnfMyudehmuus the %.T.f
purchase ving equip- in Orinda and Moraga each year tion » and those TEpFESEIALOR
ment to enhance the effectiveness  For further information about this mﬁﬁm nmmmﬁ ﬂumum hurﬁidmm ﬂr:hnia 54
of fire district emergency medical position, please visit www.mofd,  ticularly from Orinda, may ~ There are 11 board mem:
services. Since its formation, the  org/about/rescucone. apply by Dec. 31, Send let- bers who meet on the first
foundation has purchased over  Letters of interest should be . ters of interest to the Res- Monday of the month (aine
$400,000 worth of equipment  sentno lfer than Dec, 31 to: Res- e Ome PR Rilo sionins e, TR
that would not have been avail- cue One Foundation, 1280 Moraga __Hﬂﬂ!ﬂ - o
able through the district’s regular - Way, Moraga, CA 94556. T’he board was formed
= more than 40 years ago to
address the need for para- i'lprl*
medic services and equip- /, plus the |
ment in what was the Mor- Mmﬂ““m

Hall complex.

New goals were proposed for
the district by Orinda resident
Richard Nelson, starting with the
timely rebuild of Fire Station 43,
around the corner from which Nel-
son lives. “The public will forgive
mistakes 0f the past but anly if they
son said of the beleaguered proj-
ect that suffered through two false
starts in 2017, Nelson also stressed
&mhnpmm:ufmvmgthehh

adequate flow at many Orinda fire

hydrants, which are owned by the
East Bay Municipal Utility District,
“It's time to work with the city of
Orinda and EBMUID,"” Nelson said.
“It’s our problem, not somebody
else's problem.”

New Fire Chief Dave Win-

nacker announced & new schedule

fior the Station 43 rebuild, with bid-
ding on the project to close Jan. 19,

=

Plenty of ‘new’ for MOFD in 2018

By Nick Marnell

board approval of the contract on
March 9 and the first shovels to hut
the ground March 21.

The chief shared news from
the Milligan family of Santa Bar-
barn, whose house was saved by an
MOFD strike team diring the Do-
cember Southern California wild-
fires. Fire roared down the hillside
into the neighborhood and burned
houses on all sides of the Milligan
property, and due to the efforts of
Capt. John Bensley, engincer Da-
vid Mazaika and firefighter-para-
medics Andrew Leach and Jeremy
Kshevatzky, Marshall Milligan
said his house wis unscathed.

_Milligan thanked the MOFD
crew members for their effort
“Their response was as profes-
sional as their performance in the
field. They spid they appreciate the
opportunity fo serve and don't de-
serve any special thanks." saud Mil-

ligan, who offered special thanks
nonetheless via a 32,500 donation
to the Rescue One Foundation, &
nonprofit which supports emergen-
cy medical programs and purchases
medical equipment for the district.

Barber added o new topic under
the district announcemenl Section
of the meeting, calling for future
agenda items 1o be discussed by the
board. Barber kicked off the new
format by offering quick reinforce-
ment to Nelson, ordering an agenda
item for Feb. 21 on steps to take to
mmprove the madeguate water flow
of underperforming district fire hy-
dranits.

The district also announced a
new meeting schedule for 2018,
doubling the number to the first and
third Wednesdays of each month,
rotating between Moraga and Orin-
da
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‘MOFD cautiously welcomes in the new year
By Nick Marnell

he Moraga-Onnda Fire Dis-
trict board moved on from
o difficult 2017 by ushering in a
change in distnet leadership, -
cluding the election of board of-
ficers, retention of a new law firm
and the approval of a contract for
the recently hired fire chief.
It was one bit of bad news af-
ter another in 2017 for MOFD,
which fired its auditor over misap-

Superior Court Judge John Kennedy, left, swears in new MOFD Fire Chief Dave Winnacker at the Hacienda de las
Flores. Winnacker's wife, Corrie, looks on.

plying $20 million on the district
financial reporis, was stunned by
the unexpected departure of its
fire chief and expenenced numer-
ous setbacks in the construction of
Fire Station 43 in Orinda. Newly
elected board president Brad Bar-
ber said that potential litigation
over the fire station chaos helped
convince the district that it needed
a law firm with public real estate

Photo Mick Mamall
expenicnce, and MOFD hired San
Francisco-based Renne  Sloan
Holtrman Sakai LLC as district
counsel effective Dec. 20.

Barber named the rebuild of
the Orinda staton as one of his
top goals for the district in 2018.
“We want to do evervihing pos-
sible, as quickly as possible, to
finish Station 43 on budget and on
time,” said Barber, stopping short

of promising a completion date.
He noted that the Local 1230 la-
bor contract is also a top priority
and Barber said the district looks
for a smooth, fair process during
negotiations. The current contract
with the firefighters expires at the
end of June.

“From where | sit, Sttion 43
is the most pressing district need,”
said Fire Chief Dave Winnacker,
swom in a1 the Dec. 20 district
meeting. “If not properly man-
aged in @ hands-on manner - by
me — there could be a less than
desirable outcome.” Neither the
chief nor district union represen-
tative Lucas Lambert would com-
ment on labor negonations.

Also for the new vear, Bar-
ber suid that he had not forgotten
about the low water pressure de-
livered by many fire hydmnts in
north Orinda, but that the prob-
lem was more complicated than
he originally thought because of
the unclear timeline for the East
Bay Municipal Utility District to
upgrade the hydrants. “Should
the public have lo wait 20 years?
We may need those resources,”
said Barber, citing the concern of
a North Bay-type wildfire in the
north Orinda area.




MOFD firefighters share their passion for servin

By Nick Marnell
here is a good chance that one
of the Moraga-Orinda Fire

District firefighters who responds
to your emergency call either lives
in the district, grew up in the dis-
magﬁmﬂﬁmmu{h
three Lamorinda high schools. And
to bear the fircfighters talk, they
could not be more proud of that
pedigree

“It's great, | enjoy the service
part of the job," said firefighter
Mark DeWeese, Lafayette resi-
dent and Campolindo High School
gradunte who coaches junior var-
sity football at the school. “We're
serving people that we know per-
sonally, and I like to think it's nice
for them that someone they know

is helping them in their time of
need.”

The desire to give back to the
community was expressed by
many of the firefighters. Julie Mur-
phy, bor and raised in Moraga,
College graduate as well, recalled

‘how impressed she was when she

attended Camino Pablo kindergar-
ten and saw the fire engine and the
ambalance pull up to the school,
and then watched a presentation
by the firefighters. “Now, it feels

“s0 good to be doing the same thing

those firefighters were doing back
then. It's so cool to give back.” she
said.

Engaee: David Maasikal i
cently delivered his own fire pre-
sentation at Mulberry Tree pre-
school in Moraga, “1 felt so proud
to speak at my own school,” said
the 1995 Campo graduate. “It's
an honor to serve the community.
| love running into friends and
schoalteachers and ¢lassmates.”

Running into those old friends

and classmates can be 8 mixed
Huﬂmﬂmwm
the firefighters respond to a call
that fentures one of their friends
having done something stupid.
“They Ilbupcit"tmtmmihc
call because they know I'll give

them a hard time," said DeWeese,
one of 13 MOFD firefighters who
graduated from Lamorinda high
schools,

The close connection to friends
and family can also present special
obstacles. Engineer Tim Williams
grew up in Burton Valley and grad-
uated from Campo in 2001, And
though he, too, emjoys running
and classmates, one aspect of that
closeness sometimes stresses him,
“I thought it would be easy, but re-
ally it's more difficult,” Williams
said. "l feel the pressure of expec-
tations, and [ don't want to let any-
body down."

Often the local connection for
the fire personnel is through fam-
ily. Murphy's older sister worked
for MOFD, and Mazaika's father
worked for the Moraga Fire Dis-

lliem m’iw through a family

wmwam

‘and the Moraga Fire Distnct an-

swered the emergency medical
call,” Oliver said, As his mother,
a registered nurse, was settling the
bills, she reached out to the fire
district but was surprised that she
was not billed for the service. “1

their hometowns
Lamerinda week |
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From left, Chiis Davies, Brian Oliver and Mark DeWeese: Campolindo-bred,

with finishing touches applled by MOFD.

thought that was such a great bur-
den lifted off of her," Oliver said.
It made such an impression that he

Engineer snd 2002 Cainpo
graduate Chris Davies comes from
a family of ranchers who settled in
Moraga from Denmark in 1881, “]
ily,” said Davies, who jokingly
looks back at a school counselor

‘who told ham he would never muke

anything of himself if he did not
20 1o a four-yvenr collepe. Davies is
one of four MOFD firefighters who
Mo it dbata

The underlving sentiment of

Photo provided

many who interviewed was ex-
pressed by firefighter Steve Rog-
ness, born and raised in Lafayette,
and a 1989 Acalanes High School
graduate, “I gota Jot from others as

|'was growing up, and now it feels

great to give back,” Rogness said.
which to give back engenders pride
in many of the firefighters. “When
I came o leam about the reputation
of the Moraga-Onnda Fire Dis-

‘trict, it was an easy decision to join

here," sad Oliver, who had worked
before he came aboard. “MOFD is
the premier destination.”




Rescue-One Foundation

picture of the Rescue One Foundation Proclamations proudly displayed in the entrance to Fire

Administration
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MOFEFD firefighters save the life of a cyclist in Orinda

By Nick Marnell
Sam:day morning. April 21, a bi-
eyclist ulerted the crew at Mor-
aga-Orinda Fire District Station 45
thut a fellow cyclist was down on
Camino Sobrante in Omnda. Be-
fore the call was even dispatched,
firefighters armived at the scene of
a man who had suffered a candinc
EMETEENCY.

4/36/ 104

“We ot there at 9:09, and al 11

we gave ham his first shock,” said
MOFD engimeer Dumiel Elbanma,
who described how the patient, af-

ter being tevived by a third shock,

groggily complained only about the

IV needle that was bothering his
leg. Less than 20.minutes after the-
first responders arrived, the patient
was on his way to John Mur Medi-

cal Center in Walnut Creek.

“To have a patient who was
dead o few minuies ago complain-
ing about knee pain wias phenom-
enal,” Elbanna said, "It was a hor-
rible thing that happened, but the
outcome? We've been glowing
about it for weeks,”

“Tt was truly an example of

great teamwork, and that 15 why

Lameria Weekly

I'm here today,” Crmg Schlatter, the MOFD May 16 distnct meet-
the downed bicyclist, said among  ing.

family, friends and firefighters at

From left, MOFD firefighter-paramedic Kevin Brashem, Cralg Schiattes, and

MOFD engineer Dan Elbanna. Photo Mick Marmell



MOFD open house features fire prevention
Lamorynoa weeKly

exhibits and activities

By Nick Marnell

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

OCTOBER 7-13, 2018

e prevention has everyone's
atlention, with some areas
within the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District lying in what Cal Fire calls
o Very High Fire Hoxard Seventy

Zone. MOFD Fire Marshal Kathy.

Lépnard offers advice for all Lim-
orinda residents, whether living in
i high danger zone or not, through
this year's Oct 7-13 Fire Prevention
Week campaign; “Look. Listen.
Lenrn. Be aware. Fire can happen
anywhere.”

Look for places fire could start.
Take u good look around your
home. Identify potential fire haz-
ards and take care of them,

Listen for the sound of the
smoke alorm. You could have only
minutes to escape safely once the
smoke alarm sounds. Go to your
oulside meeting  place, - which
should be & safe distance from the
home and where everyone should
know to maet.

Photo MOFD

Learn two ways oul of every
room and make sure all doors and
windows leading outside open eas-
ily and are free of clutter.

“As we head into fall, we
should make sure our homes are
safer from fire risk from the inside
- Check and replace batteries in all
smoke alarms and carbon monox-
ide detectors,

- Repluce furmace filters and keep
clear  all combustible storage

around furmaces and water heaters.

= Know and practice vour fire es-
cape plan. Have two ways out of
your home and a meeting place for
your family,

- Check all home extinguishers and
replace if needed.

- Establish a “kid free” zone around
stoves and ovens.

- Check extension cords to make
sure the msulation has noo cuts,

fﬂ/d/zg’
wear or 18 hot 1o the touch when
aged extension cords. Best o plug
thc:ppliﬁuccdwcthrimu:h:mt-

- Tum off any portable heaters if
you leave the oot or go to bed.

- Check the clumney damper to
make sure it is open before having
any fires in your fireplace.

Outside the home, Leonard
slresses;
= Maintain your roof, gutters, decks
and around the home free of dead
leaves and vegetation.
= Muke sure your reof is clear from
overhanging tree limbs, especially
near your chimney.

- Be awwre of “Red Flag™ waming
days. These are weather conditions
that increase the risk of wildfire.

“As we head into fall, it is im-
portant 10 remember that we mus
be wvigilamt about maintaining
our vegetation to reduce wildfire
spread risk. We have dry conditions
and any spark can easily ignite inlo
a fire. As the weather cools and
the days grow shorter, w¢ spend
more time indoors, so we need 1o
practice fire safety inside and out,” |
Leonard said.

The fire marshal encourapges
all residents to come to the MOFD
fall open house at Fire Station 41
in Morags on Oct. 6 from 8 a.m. o
noon io leam more.




The founda’sund

By Cathy Dausman

Ellen Long has devoted a life-
time to serving her family and
community. She’s been a
preschool teacher and
teacher’s aide, but she devoted
heart and soul - and 34 years
of her life - to Rescue One
Foundation.

Rescue One Foundation
(established 1977) Is a non-
profit philanthropic organiza-
tion supporting the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District through
its purchases of aﬁmcad life-
© saving equipment and sup-
plies not otherwise available

the district's r
budget. Past foundation dona-
tions include automated ex-
ternal defibrillators for fire,
police and community, CPR
training equipment and a Lu-
cas chest compression system,
a Stryker power load ambu-
lance cot and an unmanned

aerial vehicle for search and
rescue.

Long admits she is “em-
barrassed about the fuss” her
stepping down has caused; she
reluctantly agreed to an inter-
view only after realizing it
might focus attention anew on

"qmttam!
herserﬁpeyem;sﬁ:eprﬁ
ident, secretary, treasurer and
current historian tell a differ-
ent story. Nathan first met
S MRy Tots N
Tree Nursery

School. where Long taught.
“She is a tireless worker and
selfless persan who loves her
community,” he said.

Long counters she is sim-

ply ane of 11 hoard members

numbers include busi-
nessmen and women, a doctor

and a judge. Although its

members may hold different
opinions, Long says the group
can alwmzannha CONSENSUS.
! Msﬂmﬁ
hﬂlhrﬂ_mmj:hmnrht-
ans. She was raised in San
artended UC Berke-

Francisco,

ley, met her hushand when he
Wﬁﬁﬂﬂwmﬁmlﬁ

a

Castro Valley the

moved to M e
was ‘nuthoonﬂ.ng

The town

whun

ﬁnﬂmﬁhgﬂﬁ.ﬂbﬂfﬁram
cue vehicle destined for what
was then the Moraga Fire Pro-
tection District. L retalls
volunteers, herself i
ﬂ'ummmrwwiﬂwgardu-
tions going door to door to so-
licit one duliar

the 1980s when he met the
iconic “Miss Ellie,” Lee says.
Long baked apple pies for
all three station shifts. "I don"t
remember how long she did
this, but it was at least 15
years,” he said. “She made me
one of her pies when I was a
captain at Station 41. [ as-
sisted their family off-dury
and she asked how she could
return the favor. [ asked, 'How
about the famous baked apple
pie? She didn't hesitate,” he
said. “She was like a mom to
the crews always asking about
their families,” Lee addecl.
When it came time for busi-
ness and Lee was requesting
equipment, “Ellen would usu-

ally look me in the eye and ask
if this was samething we re-
ally needed.”

‘With a "yes" from Lee,
Long promised “you have my
vote.” Long’s favorite founda-
tion event has always been the
semiannual foundation-

MOFD Hme

heldenragain
and Orinda in the £all. and the
abundance of and enthusiasm
of children attendees,

“They're so excited, and so
mﬁi  to get involved,” she
=

Long says she feels bad
ahout mmm:mm

foundation needs “some

Photo Cathy Dausmian

young blood.” Asked to create
a job description for her re-
placement, Long lists someone
who is enthusiastic, interested

in the fire service, willing to
commit to a worthwhile cause,
has computer literacy and is
able to attend evening meet-

mgs.

. "When Ellen joined the
Rescue One board in 1985, we
knew we had another com-
munity loving, active mem-
ber,” Nathan said. “The entire
board is sad to see her leave,
but we all offér aur best
wishes for a well-deserved
retirement.”
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Fuel break klckeff features sucessful test ef MOFD developd
warning system

The Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict and its program partners
July 11 kicked off the North
Orinda Shaded Fuel Break
project, a state-funded effort
io prevent a catastrophic
wildlire by removing danger-
ous fuels along a 14-mile
ridge from Tilden Park to
Acalanes High School The
kickoff featured the first ma-
jor test of MOFD-developed

heat sensing technology,
which detects components of
fire behavior and forwards
the data for preparation of an
evacuation plan.

"It was one of the maost
exciting demanstrations ever
put on in the world of wild-
fire prevention, taking data
from the sensors 1o provide
an evacuation model,” said
Tim Woodbury of Splunk
Technology, a San Francisco
data analytics company that

Phaoto courtesy Mile Marguart, MOFD
MOFD's Dennis Rein outlines the day's program to fuel break participants July 11

By Nick Marnell

parsed the information.

The district tested heat
sensing technology on a small
scale during evacuation drills
in December and [anuary,
"The system detected and
transmitted data that resulted
in both an alert, fire modeling
and notifications to public
safety," said Dennis Rein,
MOFD emergency prepared-
ness coordinator, who super-
vised the drills.

Shortly afterward, the

Gardon and Betty Moore
Foundation expressed inter-
&5t in the sensor program,
and through the Rescue One
Foundation, which has con-
tributed more than $500,000
to the fire service over 42
years, authorized a §100,000
grant to MOFD for the ven-
ture. Genny Biggs of the
Moore Foundation called the
program “a promising and
potentially life-saving, near-
term tech solution to reducing
the threat and impact of se-
vere wildfires. We believe
the system MOFD has devel-
oped could significantly im-
prove early detection and
response.”

Ta produce the proto-
types, MOFD teamed up with
various partners including
Analog Devices, which built
the sensors, and ZoneHaven,
a newly formed company that
developed the software sys-
tem,

At the fuel hreak kickoff,
the district placed 200 sensors
around a 15-acre cantrolled
burn off of Bear Creek Road
in north Orinda. The sensors
picked up a rise in tempera-
ture and triggered a simula-
tion model of where the fire
would spread over the next
five hours, That information
was used to determine and
recornmend an evacuation
plan, to be put in place by the
appropriate public safety
agencies. “The sensors all
worked perfectly,” said MOFD

Chief Dave Winnacker

Robert Shear of Zone-
Haven sees the program as
far more than simply detect-
ing fire conditions. "We've
built a community callabora-
tion platform for wildfires,
evacuations and any type of
natural disaster,” he said. “We
want to help communities
understand the real threats
and understand more about
their evacuation zones. Our
real value is bringing thisin-
terface to the communiry,”

Other technalogy exists to
detect wildfires, including
satellite programs, automated
surveillance and other sensor
products, But Shear said that
only the MOFD sensor pro-
gram gives an instantaneous
readout of fire danger along
with an evacuation model.
“You don't have hours when a
wildfire hits. You have min-
utes," Shear said.

Though the fire district
developed the sensor tech-
nology under Winnacker's
leadership, MOFD cannol
convert the concept into a
marketable product, because
that is not what a public
agency does. That is the chal-
lenge for ZoneHaven, which
is looking at private-public
partnerships and also a sub-
scription model for property
OWTIETS,

"We want this to become
a common platform across all
of California,” Shear said.
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MOFD red tags 320 properties for fire code violations

By Nick Marnell

In light of the catastrophic
wﬂﬂﬂraummapmmeml

mﬂu

?eam,the

evacuation routes.
The district began its fire
mﬂnenfur:emmtprngrnmm
March. Fire inspectors went
door to door, with the focus
on education, pointing out -
what violations «

| mhaedtod

deadline of june 15, MOFD

began aggressive enforce-
ment the next day. A stagger-

1ing 320 properties were red

tagged by the district. Owners

of those parcels received a

five-day notice to correct fire
code violations on their prop-
erty, such as unruly brush, a

_qaadmurmmwn

grasses.
“Some

hmjuat

MOFD ﬂnats radical concept to

effectuate weed abatement
Nick Marnell part of the seller disclosure mnacker’s osal, but witha
i material. On Page 10 of the dmﬂnrw;tummm'm
Moraga-Orinda Fire District Statewide Seller and B *The prtmn.rjr
Chief Dave Winnacker has Advisory, which Thompson ~ these types of p m
made mandatory weed said is ¢ usedby  concerns is that they become
abatement by the ownersof ~ Most real estate companiesto  bloated with administrative
all 14,000 district parcels one  assure that buyers and sellers costs and add time to a trans-
of his top priorities. But the undemn:}d of the ;cgmmmnm ut them
transfer . Item No. place without
e Sl it e
of the on the property |
still not done," Winnacker Questionnaire requires sell- ent in La
said, referring to the section I8 10 check a box that they
of the road from south of the mmofﬂlwmmm tes sense, b
0 .ml:l'm 'ultgrmhmm-umn ne before the
n be cleared.” property
Mngamoftharegn- ‘said. -
nacker proposes a stronger 3y the process. You'll
ment on ment’s schedule to conform to
mmmm% the time of the closing.”
befare escrow can close. ‘Winnacker discussed his
Though Thompson hasno  proposal at a recent district
issue with mandatory weed  board meeting, and the item
abatement, “Having a gov- may return with greater de-
ernment tative come  tail later this year.
out prior to close of escraw,
WMMWM
and intricacies of
w:mlﬂhheﬂauu
WPWPT-'I“&- e —
”Ihmmﬁﬁapwhm!
tan set the
raguhﬁmmmﬂirnsnf
public safety. This is one, and
we support the concept,”
- Compass associate broker
ment compliance is already ~ Larry Hood said of Win-

is of utmost importance that
those who are red tagged
contact the district, especially
if there is a reason they are
unable do the work, MOFD

‘will provide a list of contrac-

tors who are 1odo
the weed abatement.

In the event that a resi-
dent totally ignores the cita-
tion, the district board con-
ducu a hearing, and can au-
thorize a -foran
outside contractor to do the
mmm
County advances the district
the money topay the contrac-

tor and the county places a
lien on the for the
amount of the clean up. The
district does not negotiate fa-
vorable prices with the con-
tractor on a board authorized
work order.

But Winnacker stressed
that the time and effort re-
quired by the MOFD staff to
place a lien on property is last
thing the district wants to do.
“Our goal is always to achieve
valuntary compliance,” the
chief said.



MOFD awarded major state

wildfire prevention grant
... continued from Page A1 tanks. PGEE trimmed trees
interfering with power lines
“We're not sure how the along Miner Road, and the
details will work out yet. We district tested fire detection
may need to work with the sensors in January during a
city and property owners to north Orinda evacuation
get permits and exercise.
permissions,” ConFire Deputy North Orinda residents
Chief Lewis Broschard said. are savvy about the need for
That will be a concern fire prevention, and local
for MOFD as well. Fire Chief neighborhoods are proactive,
Dave Winnacker said that the  as the Orinda Downs
district will be able to Homeowners Association
mobilize immediately - “One  contracted for a goat herd to
of our strengths is our small trim back vegetation in open
. size," he said - but the chief space west of y Valley
is preparing to face potential Road each of the last twa.
environmental hurdles from years. In the 2018 general
the California Department of election Lucy Talbot, a
Fish and Wildlife, Bay Area  businesswaman with no
Air Quality Management and  firefighting background,
other entities. came within 123 votes of
Rapid mobilization will defeating a career firefighter
be critical, as Cal Fire says in for a north Orinda MOFD
its summary report that the board seat, running on a
fuel break must be completed  platform based inrg-.-iyun
in 2019. The project was increased fire on for
i 1o head to the the area, for she
MOFD board for formal continues to advocate.
acceptance of the grant “While a (fuel) break is a
money at the March 20 place to start, I have grave
district meeting. concerns that far too little is
Under Winnacker's being done by our elected
direction, MOFD has amped officials to address the very
up its north Orinda fire real threat of a fire danger to
prevention efforts since he our community,” Talbot said.
took over as chief in The North Orinda Fuel
December 2017. Working Break project will reduce fuel
with Cal Pi.i'e. the district _loads in more than 1,700
d vegetation acres in and adfacent to
llmgnmcmek Lamorinda. “This Is a once in
Road. It ~ alifetime opportunity - a
hydrants, and identified . of a critical
supp:mmul water sources s&uﬂm and the state has
like pools, ponds and aperuﬂ the door,” Winnacker
privately maintained water

Himairda) Weshly =
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MOFD awarded major state wildfire prevention grant

Photo MOFD

Cal Fire conservation crew at the 2018 Bear Ridge fuel
reduction project in north Orinda.

By Nick Marnell

Gov. Gavin Newsom has approved a
multimillion dollar project to reduce fuel loads
in the high-risk wildfire areas of north Orinda
and along Lafayette Ridge, stemming from a
grant application submitted to the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection by
the Moraga-Orinda Fire District.

According to Cal Fire. California
experienced the deadliest and most destructive
wildfires in its history in 2017 and 2018, kdilli
maore than 100 people, destroying nearly
23,000 structures and burning over 1.8 million
acres. Newsom made wildfire prevention a tap
priority of his new administration, and on Jan. 9
he issued an executive order directing Cal Fire
to recommend immediate action to protect
vulnerable state communities. The North
Orinda Fuel Break project is one of 35
programs that the state agency identified for
implementation.

“The project is approved and we are ready
to go," Cal Fire Deputy Chief Scont McLean said.

Narth Orinda has always been a top
concern of MOFD for the threat of a wildfire.
“It has many high-value homes, and it's not far
from the 1991 Oakland hills fire,” said

Battalion Chief Jerry Lee, who authored the Cal

Fire grant application. “North Orinda is the
highest wildfire risk in our district.”

Lee submifted his grant application in
November, requesting $250,000 to implement a
hazardous fuel reduction and removal project
along Bear Creéek Road in north Orinda.

Fire expanded the reach of the project to
encompass an 11-mile fuel break from
Inspiration Point in Tilden Park, along Bear
Creek Road and Happy Valley Road through
Lafayette, to the Pleasant Hill Road - Highway
24 intersection, and the agency bumped the
estimated cost to $5 million. The completed
fuel break will allow more time for evacuation
and fire suppression response.

Cal Fire used various data points to rank
the 35 statewide projects, with the North
Orinda Fuel Break coming in ar No. 9, scoring
at the top for the number of communities at
risk and the affected population. *We were
fortunate to have submitted a project that was
complete and fit the scope of what the
governor was looking for,” Lee said.

As the project will cross jurisdictional
boundaries, MOFD plans to partner with the
Fast Bay Municipal Utility District, the East Bay
Regional Park District and the Contra Costa
County Fire Protection District .

... continued on Page A1l



Wildfire prevention and preparedness workshop offers fire safety tips

Photo Vera Kochan
Assemblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan and MOFD Chief Dave Winnacker at the recent Fire
Safety Forum.
By Vera Kochan orinda constituents, “Within two miles of the
Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-  Caldecott Tunnel, 15 major
Campolindo High School trict Chief Dave Winnacker fires have burned since 1923,
hosted @ community aware-  gave an informational pre- Eleven of these destroyed
ness workshop June 27 to sentation beginning witha 3,542 homes, took 26 lives
further educate.homeowners  history of fires to the area. and caused over $2 billion in
about wildfire prevention The most deadly fires arrive  losses.”
and preparedness. Assern- ‘winds from the north or Winnacker stated there
Rebecca Bauer- northeast due to their dry are two ways a fire typically
an sponsored the event,  components, These winds spreads. One way is from ob-
wtishms:umdﬂhylp- usually happe Ihthe!nll ject to abject, such as tree 1o
proximately 70 of her season. He further explained, tree or tree to house. Another

Bholster its fire prevention

manager and the district
Emergency Preparedness
Coordinator.

Based on public demand,
the MOFD beard directed Fire
Chief Dave Winnacker to shift
$150,000 from a contingency
fund in the 2019-20 district
budget into the fire preven-
tion division. The major
trict fuﬁ mﬂiﬂﬂ:.:mz o

pro-
gram, which increases fram a
six-month to a year-round
. and now includes
Im ding for one full-time,
ym-vmtn& fuels mitigation
manager and two seasonal,

an ﬂrepmmtlmd—
5, These actions are in ad-

way is from floating embers
which can be carried on the
wind to distant locations. It is
for these reasons that the
community must maintain a
clear yard.

Every home in the Lam-
orinda area was mailed a

yellow resident’s gu!de 10
wildfire

Among the hwnluahié infor-
mation on Its pages are
pointers for reducing the risk
of spreading fires. Limit the
amount of flammable vege-
tation and trim branches that
overhang the hame, porch or
deck; remove dead vegeta-
tion and dry debris from the
mrﬂa&eﬂy do not store flam-

e materials next to the
home or other wooden struc-
tares; clean all dead leaves
from roofs and rain gutiers;
keep grass cut to Jess than 3
inches and have a defensible
space around your home.

In the event of a fire,
parents of school-aged chil-
dren were urged to trust that
the sthools know what to do
in an emergency. Winnacker
stressed, “Schools have
Shelter-in-Place procedures.
Parents don't need to come to

e prevention rises toward celebrity status at MOFD

a school to pick up their kids.
This actually impedes the fire
department’s efforts. We
spray the whole school with
water, and when the fire is
out the kids will be trans-
ported to a safe location for
pickup.”

Also on hand to educate
the public was Community
Warning System Senior
Emergency Planning Coordi-
nator Livia Pop. The CW5 is
an emergency alert system
for residents and businesses
in Contra Costa County that
are threatened by an emer-
gency or are in immediate
danger. The alert instructions
will advise the recipient what
to do to stay safe: shelter-in-
place; evacuate immediately;
avoid the area; artempt to lo-
cate missing person orlaw
enforcement activity
{lockdown). ;

Pop stressed, “For those
with Caller ID the display will
read as (000) 000-0000, Do
not hang up! This will be
your CWS Alert notification,
Please follow the instructions
in our messages to stay safe.”

part-time fuels mitigation and  marshal as Fire Marshal duration of the project as he
outreach crews, These three-  Kathy Leonard retired in ~ helps Call supervise the pro-
person crews will continue to  early July after 10 yearswith ~ gram.

operate the district wood MOFD. MOFD also promoted en-
chipper program, which is al- The district brought on gineer and 10-year veteran
:'eady booked through retired Alameda County Fire  Jacob Airola to captain June 6.
August : Deputy Chief Jim  Airola replaces Steve Gehling,

Betause of the added fire  Call to supervise the North who moved up to battalion

prevention efforts, the district  Orinda Shaded Fuel Break chief in April. “1 have been

‘will replace one part-time program, a $4 million state very fortunate to have great

‘district aide position withthe  funded project to remove mentors throughout my ca-
full-time administrator, who  problem vegetation along a reer,” Airola said. “I'm excited
will support the fire preven- 14-mile stretch running along  for the opportunity to work in
ton: . That job should  north Orinda and western a new capacity in this com-

open lata;this summer. The Lafayette, Dennis Rein, the munity,”

fuels mitigation manager po-  MOFD Emergency Prepared-

sition has been posted, along ~ ness Coordinator, will see his

with that of the district fire hours increase through the




Firefighters prepare to execute a controlled burn as part of the North Orinda Shaded Fuel Break.

MOFD profile rising statewide as (al Fire ups mitigation funding

By Nick Marnell

The California Department of Forestry and Fire Pro-
tection, observing how the Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict has managed the $4 million North Orinda
Shaded Fuel Break mitigation project, has not only

offered high praise for MOED but b
giving the district more money for additional wild-
fire fuel mitigation, The NOSEB, a 1.500-acre, 19-
mile state funded effort 1o reduce dangerous fuels
, along open space areas, extends alo
tween Tilden Park and Acalanes High Schoal.

acked it up by

ng a ridge be-

of the

Photo courresy MOFD

Particularly impressive to Cal Fire is the job the

district does to update the public on the progress of
the fuel break. Cal Fire Assistant Deputy Chief

Angie Lottes said that tracking progress has been
difficult from a data reporting perspective for most

.. continued an Page AB

MOFD profile rising statevs" le as Cal Fire ups mitigation funding

.. cantinued from Pige Al

35 Community Wildfire Pre-
vention & Mitigation Projects
that Cal Fire has funded in
2019, but she praised the public
outreach of MOFD. The district
posts a link to a weekly update
on its website, with tabbed sec-

tions covering basic informa-
tion, the timeline, work
progress and plenty of phatos
of the undertaking.

Fire Chief Dave Winnacker
had assured Cal Fire that the
fuel break project will be

largely completed by the Dec.

31 deadline, and he told Jake

Hess, Cal Fire Santa Clara Unit
chief, that if there was any ex-
tra money avallable from other

state projects; MOFD could take

it on, “Up to an additional §2
million,” Winnacker said.

Hess came through with
$250,000, which MOFD will use
for tree removal in Tilden Park

and at the San Pablo Reservoir
drainage area, between Briones
Park and the south finger of the
reservoir. “He has been a phe-
nomenal partner, who has ad-
vocated for this project asif it
were his own,” Winnacker said
of the Cal Fire unit chief,

Lottes noted that only one

other state mitigation project -

. the North Fork American River

Fuel Break —was using as many
private contractors all at one
time as MOFD, and she again
praised the district project
management. "We might con-
sider using MOFD as a model,”
Lottes said.




MOFD conducts first controlled burn exercise in Moraga

wamﬂ Grube for John Muir Land Tros, © 2019

MOFD conducts first controlled burn
exercise in Moraga

IlrM:ﬁr Land Trust, © 2019
- continued from Page Al

At 11:30 a.m., Gehling ap-
proved the test results and the
exercise began,

An unusual sight was fire-
fighters setting fires, as they
poured a mixture of diesel fuel
and gasoline onto the brush.
Even more unusual was to see

firefighters making no attempt
to extinguish the fires. "The
fire will put itself out,” Gehling
said. “If done right, this is very
gagy to do."

The steep terrain proved

ing but easy for the fire
crews. But plenty of safety pre-
cautions were in place, asa
hose line circled the perimeter
of the exercise, and the Berke-
ley engine trailed along the
ridge to protect the back end,
toward Buckmgham. Two
2,500-gallon water tenders sat
nearby and Medic 41 was
parked at the top of the hill,
just in case.

The exercise began slowly,
but once it became obvious
that the “safety strip” - the
black path that remained after
incineration — was able to hold
off the oncoming fires, crews
began taking out bigger chunks
of vegetation as they moved
down the hill toward Moraga

By Nick Marnell

Still frightened by the 2018 grass fire
near Buckingham Drive, Moraga resi-
dents questioned the
- of a controlled burn condueted
by the Moraga-Orinda mr;a E)igrtlgt on
pl'ﬂ?ﬂtj’ l'!l:ﬁ.‘l'ﬂ'.l‘_',f p‘lll'l:hﬂ e
town by the John Muir Land Trust.

As regidents complain 1
media about a controlled fire going out
of control, MOFD was pulling together
a 30-person team from lts district, the

Berkeley Fire Department, the East Bay
Regional Park District and the Concord
Federal Fire Department to conduct a

and the

ed on social

controlled burn and training exercise
along the eastern slope of Painted Rock.
The trust requested that MOFD conduct
the exercise as a safety precaution, and
the prescribed burn was set for June
29. “We heard a lot from homeowners
Road.
Lafayette resident Jerry
Kent watched the proceedings
from the Campolindo High &
School parking lot. “It's a smart 77 ) -1}
move, to do this with the fire ¢ ;

department here and things
under cantrol,” Kent said. “|
saw this hill burn last year

when it was out of control.”

By mid-afternoon, a 5-acre,
1,100 foot strip of the ilsﬂm
property was complet
charred. Gehhng;rapnﬂed that
no one was hurt and that he
had heard no complaints of
smoke ing into the neigh-
borhoods. “They did exactly
what they said they were going
to do, and did it very cau-
tiously,” Lewis said of the fire-
fighters

“We can use this tool to
mmwmm “The ?i:fu' of
that hill will not burn t}mpft;slt
of this year.”

In the area that fire was a real concern.
So we wanted to make sure we got off
on the right foot,” said Glen Lewis of

MOFD Battalion Chief Steve
Gehling, the incident commander, con-
ducted a 9 a.m. burn gt Fire.
Station 42 and detailed the eight-page

“This has never been done in Moraga,”
Gehling told the crews. “This is a big
deal for us to show residents that it can
be done safely and without damage to

the :

Crews atop Palnted Rock tested the
weather and air quality, and then con-
ducted a small test fire, which Gehling
explained was to determine how fast
the fire would travel that day and how
much vegetation could be burned at
one time - so as to not upset the nearby
neighbors. ... continued on Page A9

“incident action plan to the

-






t}n:ﬁ. .‘-:- '-r_:ﬂ;.tf l.,’-.ﬁ-? ‘ -
7 e
TP
o

%L
[ s o




10 BAY AREANEWSGROUP 318

RESIDENTS FORCED TO LEAVE

Vildfire prompts 140 evacuations in Moraga

Fire officials have
the hlaze mostly
contained by Oct. 10

By Gaorge Helly, Annie
Sciacca and Rick Hurd

ST wrriters

MORAGA » A fast-moving
wildfire thiut swept through
the hills and prompted mid-
dle-of-the-night evacuations
from 140 homes had been
contained and was no lon-
ger a threat to houses or
businesses by lnle morning
Oet. 10, authorities said.

Fire crews had contained
A0% of the fire and had a
line all the way around it,
ensuring it wouldn't spread
any further, Morags-Orinda
Fire District spokesperson
Pennis Rein sid,

Authorities also allowed
residents in about all but
30 homes to return by 1
wm. Thie residents who still
were evacuated Oct, 10 live
on Merrill Circle, Rein said,
and were forced to wail
longer becanse of the fire
equipment that remained
on the strest.

“We're going to get them
back as soon as possible,"
Rein said.

The blaze broke out
shortly before 1 a.m., and
crews résponded to Merrill
Circle North, just south of
Salnt Mary's College. Origl-
nal reports indicated a wild-
fire ignited on n steep slope
near the gated community
of Sanders Ranch.

About 150 firefighters re-
spanded o the blave, and of-
ficials sabd they were able to
stop its progress it 60 acres,
with 60% of the hlaze con-
tained by 4 am.

Adeditional fire engines
and water tenders provided
from the Cal Fire and the
Contra Costa County Fire
Protection District allowed
fire crews to get to the blaze
quickly and prevent a more
devastating result, Rein

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2019

Firefighters climb a steep hill extinguishing hot spots after a wildfire threataned homes in Maraga last week,

snid. He also credited res-
idents for complying with
the evacuation orders.

“It was really a team ef-
fort.” Rein said. “The res-
idents do a great job of
preparing their defensible
space by cutting back weeds
ind dry brush, They evac-
unted when they were sup-
posed to s0 the firefighters
weren't forced to find peo-
ple who had decided to ig-
nore the order. They were
able to get to fighting the
fire guickly. Plus we had
many additional resources
that were ready to go.”

The canse of the fire has
not been determined, he
said. Fire crews from vari-
DUS Agencies were expected
1o start investigating Oet. 10
after the sun came up.

The fire came amid
strong, dry wind gusts that
caused red-flag conditions
and brought a planned
power shutdown by PG&E.
It grew quickly, reaching 40
aeres in less than an hour,

Just hefore 2 a.m., with
Mames approaching the
back fences of homes along
Merrill Road, Moraga police
issued the svacuation order,
Less than two hours earlier,
PGEE shut down power in
the aren — part of a wave
of planned power outages
across the Bay Area aimed
at preventing wildfires amid
red-flag warning weather
conditions,

The warning went out
on the county’s Community
Warning Svatem.

“Due to a fast-moving

fire, an immediate evacu-
ation has been ordered for
the Sanders Ranch neigh-
borhood in Moraga,"” offi-
cials said in a statement is-
sued through Contra Costa
Countv's community warn-
ing svstem.

“Residents along Sand-
ers Ranch Road, Merrill
Drive and Harrington Road
should evacuite now.

“Take only those essen-
tial items you have ready
and ean earry with you,"
the alert added.

“Stay off the phone un-
less you need to report a
life-threpteninge emergency
at your location.”

Evacuated residents were
told to go to St. Monica's
Church in Maoraga at 1001
Camino Pablo. That church

didn’t have power and used
candles and flashlights,

Dozens of evacuees gath-
ered in the church's “peace
room,” drinking and eating
snacks around tables while
they waited for word from
Moraga police about when
they can go back home.

“Honestly, it made it more
difficult,” ‘Moragn Police
Chief Jon King said of the
power shutoff, “We rely o ot
on technology.”

With no light and spotty
cell service, the evacuations
were a challenge, King said,
adding that police, firefight-
ers and fellow neighbors
went door to door to make
sure residents got out.

No injuries were re-
ported, and no homes were
damaged.

EARL MONDDN — STAFF

Jerry Yanowite, who lives
on Merrill Circle, said he
evacuated about 1:30 a.m.
after a neighbor knocked
on the door. They could see
the flames from the win-
dow and evacunted within
minutes, taking just some
medicine, & computer and
n phone charger.

He said the power outage
made its difficult to evacu-
ate and nlert neighbors.
With evervines power out,
he sald, it was hard to tell
whi was home and who al-
ready had left.

It was seary” Yanowits
smid

Contiet Georme Kelly of
SI0-208-64488, Annie Scia-
coa al 925-043-8073 and
Rick Furd af 925-045-4785.
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How prepositioning of fire resources saved homes in Moraga’s

Sanders Ranch
By Nick Marnell

Moraga-Orinda Fire District Chef Dave Winnacker
did not mince words as he discussed the successful
cantainment of the Oct. 10 Merrill Fire, which
threatened 140 residences in southern Moraga in
the middle of the night.

“The availability of prepositioned resources was
critical to protecting homes and stopping the spread

of this fire," Winnacker said.

Prepositioned resources are fire agency assets,
including equipment, suppression personnel and
dispatchers, placed on standby during heightened
fire risks, such as after the forecast of an extreme
weather event. The prepositioning allows instant
response to an incident, since the strike teams are
already assembled and ready to roll.

The Callfornia Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection has long used prepositioning. The state
allocated $25 million annually for the preposition-
ing of local resources after a 2018 presentation to a
senate committee by former Contra Costa County

Fire Protection District Chief Jeff Carman, who illus-

trated that, with wildfires becoming larger and
more feroclous every year, the state's mutual aid
systemn was not able to cope.

Carman said that at the start of the 2017 Napa
and Southern California wildfires, ConFire had re-
saurces ready to go, but the district was unable to
send crews or engines for hours because it had not
received an official order. “That was as frustrating
as you can imagine," Carman told the committee,
"The system became overwhelmed."

The Governor's Office of Emergency Services
funds and coordinates local prepositioning efforts,
Once the National Weather Service issued an Oct, 8
warning for high temperatures, strong winds and

low hiamidity, and the Pacific Gas and Electric Com-

pany followed up with a threat of a power shutoff
for many Northern Californians, ConFire Deputy
Chief Aaron McAlister, the operational area coordi-

nator, sent a request to OES for the prepositioning of

five engine companies, two water tenders, three
chief officers, an exira dispatcher and a bulldozer.
He quickly received an approval, which included
the redeployment of several Cal Fire hand crews.

The prepositioning was set for 8 p.m. Oct. 9,
MOFD prepositioned an engine company, a water
tender and a chief officer, and the personnel moved
into "wherever we could find the space,” said Bat-
talion Chief Matt Nichols, the Merrill Fire incident
eommander, The water tender crew slept on mat-
tresses on the floor at Fire Station 44

No one had long to wait. About five hours after
the start of prepositioning came a dispatch for a
vegetation fire in southern Moraga, threatening
homes in the Sanders Ranch neighbarhood. “When
that fire took off, 1 was on the phone, the radio, the
computer, pushing resources to the incident," McAl-
ister said.

Prepositioned resources fought the Merrill Fire
for six hours, as did the five MOFD on-duty engine
companies, as well as mutual aid respondents from
neighboring agencies, including strike teams from
Alameda and Solano counties. Numerous officials
confirmed that upwards of 150 suppression person-
nel fought the wildfire at the height of the incident.

By late morning the fire was contained and
though threatened, no structures were damaged,
nor was anyone injured. *We had things in place.
We had the right formula and we were able to over-

Phnto courtesy MOFD

whelm the incident,” McAlister said.

The deputy chiefl acknowledged the fire service
personnel who challenged themselves and bought
into the jdea of doing things differently, He echoed
the words of Winnacker on the effect the preposi-
tioned resources had in the containment of the
Moraga fire. “Those assets made a major differ-
ence,” McAlister said.

Photo conrmsy ConFire



Moraga-Orinda

By Nick Marnell

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District un-
veiled its upgraded public website in
early February with a fresh, contem-

Sereen shor of the websie

porary design that should be much
easler to navigate, especially by visi-
tors with disabilities,

Glariann Sasser, MOFD adminis-
trative services director, oversaw the
website redesign, and pointed out

some of the features of the new site,
Five tabs on the home page cover ba-
sic district categories, and five large
buttons on that same page direct visi-
tars to frequently requested areas,
such as meeting agendas, plan sub-
missions and career information,

“The wehsite will also work on
phones and tablets,” Sasser said, and
she noted that the site complies with
the requirements of the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

Coming up with a plan to bring
the website up to current ADA stan-
dards was the most challenging part
of the job, according to Rachel Schultz,
project manager for Granicus, the
digital technology company that redid
the MOFD website. Granicus designed
the much-heralded website of the San
Ramon Valley Fire Protection District.

“Photos, maps, graphics and other

images on the website have tags writ-
ten into the code that have description
or text ivalents of the material be-
ing ﬂsumnnmedf said Schultz,
explaining that this will permit users
who rely an screen readers to navi-
gate the content. The MOFD website
alsp incorporates contrast checkers to
aid users with visual color impair-
ments, and the site allows visitors to
access all information using a key-
board.

The district will pay Granicus
$28,000 over five years, which in-
cludes the development and hosting of
the website, plus regular mainte-
nance. “We continually update the
software, and we do annual health
checks, 1o make sure the district stays
up to date in ADA compliance,”
Schultz said. “We also update the ana-
lytics on the visitors to the site”




