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The 1999 Rescue One Foundation Scrapbook documents a pivotal year in the evolution of fire
safety and emergency medical services (EMS) in Moraga and Orinda, capturing community
milestones, major strategic changes in the fire district, and celebrations of local identity.

) Key Themes and Highlights
1. Rescue One Foundation Contributions
« (Continued its role in funding critical equipment not covered by the fire district’s budget.

« Supported acquisition of portable light pack defibrillators and a remote-controlled
robot fire dog and engine used for fire safety education.

= Played a role in helping equip Orinda police with defibrillators, enhancing early cardiac
arrest response.

2. Moraga-Orinda Fire District (MOFD) Expansion and Upgrades

« The 1997 merger of the Moraga and Orinda Fire Districts was being operationally and
financially unified by 1999.

« MOFD extended Advanced Life Support [ALS) to Orinda, added paramedic firefighter
coverage to engines, and started the region’s first Police Defibrillator Program.

« Emphasis on strategic planning and station reconstruction, notably at Station 42 on
Rheem Bivd.

3. Fire Safety and Vegetation Management
+ Formation of Fire Safe Orinda Citizens Committee to address wildfire threats.
= New weed abatement ordinances aligned with state guidelines (e.g., Bates Bill).

+ Education efforts on safe vegetation, emergency vehicle access, and neighborhood
evacuation.

4, Fire Code and Community Planning
s MOFD updated its fire code with input from both Moraga and Orinda, addressing:
o Road access and water supply.

o Tensions between fire safety and preserving Orinda’s semi-rural character.



o Enforcement of vegetation standards while allowing flexibility for landscaping
concerns.

5. Infrastructure and Budget Unification

Board approved merging Moraga and Orinda fire district budgets (previously managed
separately).

Despite initial concerns, especially from Moraga residents, a unified budget helped
balance deficits and optimize resources.

Plans initiated to replace Station 42 with a new, seismically sound facility.

B Community Engagement and Moraga’s 25th Anniversary

-

Rescue One and MOFD played major roles in the 25th Anniversary of Moraga.
o MOFD hosted a pancake breakfast, open house, and parade participation.

o Firefighters introduced the robot mascot “Patches & Pumper”, inviting kids to
name the character.

The parade featured local dignitaries, Campolindo students, marching bands, and
historic vehicles.

%’ Volunteer Recognition and Civic Milestones

-

Many who helped facilitate the Moraga-Orinda fire district merger were honored as
Volunteers of the Year.

Civic leaders and residents reflected on Moraga’s journey to incorporation and its fight
for local control over planning, safety, and services.



(® 1999 Timeline — Moraga-Orinda Fire District & Rescue One Foundation
March 1999

= Police Defibrillator Program Launched
Orinda Police Department officers trained and equipped with semiautomatic
defibrillators, supported by Rescue One. This marked the first police defibrillator
program in the East Bay.

April 1999

+ Fire Safe Orinda Citizens Committee Formed
Community members, led by Fire Marshal Tonya Hoover, tackled vegetation
management, fire safety education, and neighborhood preparedness in response to
wildfire risk.

May—-june 1999

=« Updated Fire Code Adoption Process Begins
MOFD works with city councils and residents to balance updated fire safety regulations
with Orinda's rural character. Vegetation and road access standards become key focus
areas.

June 1999

« Unified Fire Code Adopted
New fire code ratified with emphasis on sprinkler protection, water supply, and
defensible space. Education and flexibility prioritized over strict enforcement.

July 1999

» Advanced Life Support (ALS) Extended to Orinda
Paramedic engines placed at Station 45 (Orinda) and Station 42 (Maoraga), delivering ALS
from the first arriving engine or ambulance.

August 1999

= Plans Finalized for New Fire Station 42
Conceptual design approved for a new, seismically safe fire station on Moraga Road to
replace the outdated Rheem Blvd station. Projected cost: ~$2.3 million.

October 1999



« Moraga's 25th Anniversary Celebration
Community events included a gala banquet, parade, pancake breakfast by MOFD, Rescue
One exhibits, and the introduction of “Patches & Pumper” the robotic fire safety mascot.

Late 1999

» Budget Merger Approved
The Moraga and Orinda zone budgets were unified to simplify administration and
improve resource allocation. Separate board elections and fire flow taxes remain.



Rescue One Foundation is the philanthropic organization founded in 1977 to provide
supplemental financial support for the paramedics of the Moraga Fire District.
Equipment and supplies not included in the District budget were purchased with funds
from the Foundation. With the advent of the merger of the Moraga Fire District and the
Orinda Fire District in 1997, the Foundation now provides support to the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District.

The Foundation has received and disbursed approximately $150,000 over the past twenty
years. The money has come from service organizations, memorials, and gifts from
individuals who in many instances received emergency medical or rescue services from
the paramedics. Moraga residents are, as a whole, very familiar with Rescue One
Foundation. We have been visible throughout the years at community events and our
major purchases have generated publicity for the Foundation,
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25" Anmiversary Advisory Committee P.O. Box 6150 Moraga. CA 94570
John Kennedy, President July 24, 1999
Rescue One Foundation
1280 Moraga Way

Moraga, CA 94556

Dear John,

It's time to celebrate! The Town of Moraga is having its 25th birthday! This memorable
event takes place October 22 and October 23, 1999.

On Friday, October 22nd, a kick off reception hosted by the original Town Council and their spouses
will be held at St.Mary's College.The reception will be followed with a dinner hosted by the Moraga
Historical Society.

At the reception we plan to review Moraga'’s 25 year history through a pictorial display. We are
soliciting your help and would be most appreciative if your organization would assemble a collage of
pictures, articles, or artifacts commemorating your organization's contributions to our town during the
past 25 years. If your organization wishes to participate, please mount your collage on a white
posterboard approximately 24 inches high by 36 inches long. Completed collages should be
delivered to Sarah Cory at 406 Fernwood Drive by Tuesday, October 12, 1999.

It is also our wish to display the collages the following day at The Commons as many activities are
planned at that location following the parade. Therefore, you may wish to use copies of your original
photographs and/or cover your collage with protective coating. If you wish your collage to be
returned, please put your name and address on the back.

We want this to be a community event. Our goal is to have Moragans of all ages, individually or in
groups, participate in the anniversary celebration and to demonstrate the spirit and pride our
community richly deserves. To do this, we need your help and participation.

Thank you in advance for your willingness to participate in Moraga's 25th anniversary celebration in
this way.

Sincerely,

Norma and Bill Combs, Sarah Cory, Betty and Merle Gilliland,
Barbara and Barry Gross, Sue (McNulty) and Dick Rainey
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Orinda Police Det. Craig Cooper with one of the semiautomatic defibrillators that are now
standard equipment in patrol cars.

Police Equipped With Defibrillators

B Quick response to a
cardiac arrest increases
the chance of survival

By DET, CRAIG F. COOPER
Oringa Police

Thl: police patrolling in Orinda are
now outfitted with special cardiac
resuscitation equipment. The semiauto-
matic defibrillators will allow Orinda
officers 1o respond to medical calls of
possible cardiac arrest and increase the
victim's chance of survival,

Cardiac arrest strikes approximately
360,000 Americans every vear. Presently
only one in 20 survives. Time is a major
factor in surviving sudden cardiac arrest,

Mormally the heart pumps blood by
comtracting and relaxing at regular inter-
vals, with each heartbeat dictated by an
electrical impulse that washes across the
muscle in an invisible wave, In cardiac
arrest, the wave stalls and a sort of eddy
of electricity forms. As the current
bounces around, the heart begins quiver-
ing instead of beating,

This phenomenon is called fibrilla-
tion, and if it paralyzes the heart’s lower
chambers, blood stops flowing through
the body, Scon the brain and vital organs
are permanently damaged by the lack of
oxygen. If a normal heartbent can be
restored within the first 10 minutes, the
odds of survival reach 57 percent or
more. Upon determining that & person is
experiencing cardiac arrest, medical per-
sonnel or police officers equipped with
defibrillators can shock the heart back
into its normal rhythm,

if an Orinda police officer happens to
be the first on an emergency scene and
sees somebody in cardiac arrest, the
officer will be able to use the defibrillator
immediately, rather than waiting for
paramedic response, thereby increasing
the victim's chance of survival.

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District has
given Orinda police officers six hours of
training. which included classroom and
practical use of the semiautomatic
defibrillators. Officers have completed
both a written and a skills test showing
proficiency in the use of the defibrilla-

tor,

Citizens Committee Addresses Fire Safety

B Next meeting on March 10
By FAT DUNN

We have a sertous fire safety problem
in Orinda, and you can become part
of the solution by joining the Fire Safe
Orinda Citizens Committee. Tonya
Hoover, Fire Marshal for the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District, says, “I want fire
safety to hate the same priority in Orinda
that schools and erime prevention have,”
The committee, facilitated by Hoover,
meets for an hour and a half on the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month.

The Citizens Fire Safe Committee is
not to be confused with the three-part
government-level committee consisting
of representatives of the City of Orinda,
the Moraga-Orinda Fire District and
EBMUD. The three entities are working
together to solve Orinda's complex fire
safety problems.

The Citizens Committee is not only
concemed with Onnda’s inadequate fire-
Aghting water supply but is also working
to raise community awareness of fire
problems, safe vegetation, good road
access for emergency vehicles, and
neighborhood evacuation routes.

Some progress has already been made.
To improve road access. the fire district
is preparing warning notices for vehicles
parked in a way that would block an
emergency vehicle, such as a paramedic
fire engine. A weed abatement and vege-
tation management ordinance is being

developed and will be in affect bv April
I, 1999, Tt will meet the requirements set
forth in the Bates Bill. such as removing
dead trees, trimming trees up to 10 feet
and removing tall and/or flammable veg-
etation growing under trees. A fine
EBMUD booklet describing fire-resistant
plants can be picked up at the fire station
on Orinda Way along with other materi-
als of related interest, all at no cost.

For the Citizens Committes to succeed,
all of Orinda needs to be represented.
Now participating are residents of Sleepy
Hollow, El Toyonal, Ivy Drive, Camino
Don Miguel, Los Dedos, Charles Hill,
Lost Valley, Orindawoods, and Sandhill,
plus members of the League of Women
Voters and the Orinda Community
Church. But more representatives are
needed. It would be great if the garden
clubs and service organizations and the
rest of the neighborhoods would partici-
pate.

The Fire Marshal is willing to speak to
community and neighborhood groups,
and she can direct a caller to other speak-
ers representing the [East Bay
Conservation Corps, PG&E, the
California Department of Forestry, the
Diablo Fire Safe Council and the Marm
Fire Safe Organization.

You need to be part of the solution.
Come to the next meeting on March 10 at
7 p.m. in the Community Center. To
receive an agenda or to make sugges-
tions, contact Fire Marshal Hoover at
258-4520.

Volunteers of the Year

SALLY HOGARTY

The many volunteers from Moraga and Orinda, whose work resulted in the merger of
the two fire districts, were honored &t The Orinda Association’'s annual Volunteers of
the Year awards dinner. Seated (L-R) are Jerry Meyer, Robent Niglsen, Fam Hall, Judy
Shaliat, Carpl Gustafson, and Gayle Ullkema: Standing {L-R) are Gordon Nathan, Dick
and Marsha Allee, Merde Gllilland, Tom Hughes, Ametia Wilson, Carl Weber, Dr. Les
Netgon, Pete Wikson, Allan Tabor and John Wyro.

Brep ta Abews Mancd . Efas, ‘P99




By Chief
Jim Johnston

Looking back over the last
year and a half since the
formation of the new Mor-
pea-Onnda Fire District,
we have accomplished
many things. The para-
medic service provided o
Moraga prior to the
merger has now been ex-
tended 1o Orinda. There
i now a paramedic trans-
port ambulance located at
Onnda Station 45 in addi-
tion [0 the one already
lpcated in Moragn. We
are in the process of add-
ing to this service level by
placing trained firefighter/
paramedics on all fire en-
gines throughout the entire
District. Known as para-
medic engine companies,
Engine 42 located on
Rheem Boulevard has
paramedic service 100%
of the time and in August
or September of this year
Engine 41 on Moraga
Way will also be staffed
with a paramedic. The
result of this endeavor will
| be ourability 1o provide
Advanced Life Support
from any first arriving fire
engine or ambulance.

To enhance the
opportunity to save human
lives, the District has
sponsored a Police Defi-
brillator Program, the first
in the entire Enst Bay.
With the cooperation of
the police chief, town
manager, council mem-
bers and police officers;
and the generosity of the
“Rescue One™ Founda-
tion, police officers now
have the abality to deliver

Town Chrienr
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electric shock treatment 1o vic-
tims of cardiac arrest. With the
officer’s guick mobility, cou-
pled with the knowledge that
minutes count in saving a hu-
man life, this added service
should truly prove worthwhile,

All fire stations within
the district are in need of work
ranging from renovation and
upgrade to entire reconstruc-
tion. Station 45 in Orinda was
recently seismically retrofitted.
Station 42, located on Rheem
Boulevard in Moraga, will need
to be reconstructed. The proc-
ess has recently commenced to
determine whether to build on
the current site or on one in
close proximity that might bet-
ter meet pperational, engineer-
ing and government regulatory
requirements,

Other items worth
mentioning include: MOFD's
first baby delivery and first car-
diac arrest save, successful im-
plementation and use of newer,
more sophisticated life saving
equipment by paramedics, im-
proved cooperation with other
fire agencies for wildland/
interface fire fighting, contin-
ved public education through
CPR/First Aid classes and open
houses, and the hiring of our
new Fire Marshal, Tonya Hoo-
Yer.

As you cun Sée, we
have been quite busy. The next
five years should prove to be
just as busy as the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District strives to
move forward to provide the
highest level of service that is
both expecied and deserving of
the cornmunilics we serve.

Over the last seven
months the District has been
mvolved in the development of
a five-year strategic plan. This
process was very comprehen-
sive to ensure that an opportu-

Fire District’s Strategic Planning

nity for input was received
from all interested parties.

We began by con-
ducting interviews with many
different groups and individu-
als. The purpose of these in-
terviews was to gather input
regarding issues, concerns and
thoughts about where the Dis-
trict is currently and the direc-
tion that it needs 1o go for the
future.

Extensive mlervicws
were conducted with each and
every fire crew, on all three
platoons through out the Dis-
trict. Every Board member,
management staff member,
clerical staff and reserve mem-
bers were also interviewed. A
public forum was held where
members of the community
were invited to share their
thoughts, 1deas and perspec-
Hves.

After the interview
and public meeting, everyone
was allowed the opportunity to
submit further input either in
wriling or by contacting the
District directly, Members of
the public were also encour-
aged o contact their Board
members and line personnel
likewise their labor represén-
tatives for input,

The purpose of this
process was to prepare a full
District assessment report.
The strategic planning team
members in developing the
strategic plan then utilized this
report, The starting point of
the Strategic Plan is the
“Mission Statement”™. The
Moraga-Orinda Fire District’s
milssion statement reads:

{Contimied on page 31
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Moraga-Orinda Fire District...

{Comsinued from page 2)

WITH PRIDE AND
PROFESSIONALISM,
THE MORAGA-
ORINDA FIRE DIS-
TRICT WILL PROVIDE
THE HIGHEST LEVEL
OF EMERGENCY AND
PUBLIC SERVICE IN
RESPONSETO THE
NEEDS OF OUR
COMMUNITY

This mission is sup-
ported by five major poals.
1. Unification - We wall
complete the unification of
the Moraga-Orninda Fire Dis-
trct inlo one cohesive or-
ganmization. 2. Public Serv-
ice = We will provide the
highest possible level of
emergency and public service
within the financial con-
straints imposed upon the
distnet. 3. Organization
Effectiveness — We will
build and support profession-

alism throughout the Mor-
aga-Orinda Fire Dhstrict. 4.
Apparatus, Equipment &
Facilities - We will provide
the best possible apparatus,
equipment & facilites
within the financial con-
straints imposed upon the
district. 5. Finances &
Revenue = The Moraga-
Orinda Fire Distnct will
meet its operaticnal and
capital needs in a manner
that ensures the district’s
financial stability.

The remainder of
the plan is a multi-page
document that further elabo-
rates esch one each of these
goals through objectives,
stralegies and tasks. Com-
pletion dates and the people
that are responsible for
oversecing the tasks are pro-
vided for accountability,

It is important to
note that many of the activi-
ties that the District is cur-
rently doing are in confor-

mance with the stated
goals and objectives of the
plan. It"s not as if we have
to stop what we are domg
and start over. What the
plan does 15 give us a road
map so that we all know
the destination point of
where we are headed.

Up to this time a great deal
of work has pone into the
development of the Strate-
gic Plan. We would like
to acknowledge the par
ticipation of everyone who
has an interest in the de-
velopment of the District.
This is not the end prod-
vet, however. In a sense,
this is really just the begin-
ning. The “real” work waill
be in implementing the
plan over the next five
years.  This will take a
concerted effort by all
staff, board members and
the community m order 1o
make the plan a troe sue-
Cess.
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ORINDA ASSOCIATION AWARDS CEREMONY

OA Awards Dinner: A Grand Evening!

on the joint Moraga-Orinda committee, and Orindan Carl, Weber foid the audience of the

wirk I both communities that led to the merger of the two fire districts. Weber chalred Then-OA President Mark Roberts presented Cinda MacKinnon, founder of the Friends of
the Orinda Fire Protection and Emergency Seryices Advisory Committee and the joint  Orinda Creeks, with the William Penn Mott Jr. Environmenital Award. The OA recognized
Moraga-Orinda committea: he also co-chaired theé campaign committes. her work g5 a tireless sdvocate for Orinda's creeks.

T- : - -
b b Photos by Sally Hogarty. ]

IYENGAR METHOD
Special ntseducrory Classes
v TE & CIOOT L ASSES
el bl S v, Rirrpeary™
sHack Came BXEso ey

JEANNE DOWELL

Certified Persunial Trainee

Honoree Pete Wilson, who Is vice presk
dent of the Moraga-Orinda Fire District
board, was co-chair of the Orinda Fire
Protectlon and. Emergency Services - -
Advisory Commitiee and was a board Amelia Wilson (L) cochaired the campaign committee with Carl Weber and Judy Shallat 925.254.0193

former wstrucior under
LS. Clympic Commilide

member of the Orinds Fire Protection {R}. Wiison led the audience through a rousing serigs of guestions resulting in everyone
Bistrict. He contributed countiess hours in present having a hand held high. Sha thén observed that svesyong in the room con-
the dnive to merge the two districts tributed to the menger!

CALL ABOUT COMPLIMENTARY

RELAXATION WORKSHOP




Typically, it's one of those mun-
done exercises of bureaucracy in
which the details are best left up 1o
the professionals,

However, this year's adoption of
the Moraga-Onnda Fire District’s
fire code became o communitywide
issue of balancing fire-prevention
coneerne with the preservation of
semi-rural characler.

“We need 1o take into considera-
tion special needs the community
might have,” suid Momga-Crinda
fire board president Gordon Nathun,
"Our hirst concern is community
sifoty with r:‘.gnrl:l tiv {ire safety nnd

issue bﬂﬂnﬂ! 4 matter o be
reviewed by three municipal juris-
dictions.

-Lh I"u.‘:

Ht's a matier of getting 1o know
each other.” Hoover suid. “There is
Mexibility and there is the ability o
meet the intent of the code.”

With o portion of the distoct's
Orinda 7one designaied as a very

luqmﬂlnl in Dnruln. 1"11: L1
uddresses some of the mtysﬂn:r
safety concermns by outlining reguls-
tions for road nccess, water supply
nudmnhmmmt—mguM~
mhum -y
ﬁl lhe Morsgs Town

Council primanily concerned the
incorporation of a districtwide Class
B rool requirement. While the coun-

-cﬂ hnpcd I.hnl thm could be included

how the regulations are
Above all, the council
ensure that the code was con
with the city’s Generl Plan,

that needed o clarification rather

than & specific change 1o the ordi-

nance;” said Bill Lindeayy Orinda’s | |

city manager.

Hoover emphasized that the fire
code was not retroactive to existing
conditions, She lso pointed oul that
the fire district was more interested
in using the fire code as o public
education ool than enforcing the
fetier of the low.

Emﬂmﬂmlmlmtmmmit
5 Y '_ ahility 1o move with-

of, vegetution is un arca
in I|'ml?|'.'l',t cnl'mn‘mnl could bevame
pecessiry. The district’s existing
weed abatemient ordinance, which
wils tﬁ'ﬂtiu:ly folded into the fire

code, afready demands compliance.
H’e;gﬁmmn in general i5 not consid- |
gred an existing condition a8 out-
lined in the fire code.

“Vepelation 15 o fire hazard, but
vigetation is also an smenity which
makes this community livable.”
Orinda Councilman Gregg Wheat-
lnnd said at an April couneil meet-
ing. “We nied 1o find a careful bal-
ance ol considertion.”

Hoover maintained thal even
with vegetntion, there is flexibility
fire code 15 meant 1o be a fluid doc-

of  ument, with which the entire com-

nnrfed:mﬁrnhln.

(o “They baye 4 balancing st to
SHoover said of the municipal

"s such a big animal that

The code is due 1o be adopted by
June 30,
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Moraga-Orinda board considers
using recycled water to fight fires

qmm ¥ &

ORINDA — With a projected
$36 million to $50 million. price
tag sturing them in the face, the
Fire Safety Committec Beain-
ﬂumnl other solutions

pe replacement 1o help
Ih: dl}r s dire fire-flow needs,

During the Inst  meeting,

reclamed water was introduced

as an aliernative firefighting

source. The possibility will see

turther research by the commiltee
— made up of representatives
from Il:ﬂ!m—(hr.hﬁqﬂw
trict, the city of Orinda and the
East Bay Municipnl Utility Dis-
trict. The group was formed mione
thun a year ago to address the lack

of waler pressure in Orinda, a gity

scale fire disasier.
“In the (1991) r.hlhndﬂﬂh

with Wilson opposing. The study
identifies a need for 192,000 feet
of new pipes for a fire-flow of
2250 gallons per minute From
three udjacent hydrants.

With limited funds available

for the proposed improvements,

s
with all the ingredients rﬂrun- imi-m i

Jere is a large souree of
Wb&duamm&m
in an emergency.

) /

_;-'-‘-rmm_@mm

the committee Is focusing on
other ways 1o alleviate Orinda’s
risk.

Richard Harris, mmng
engineer for Witer
Rntlmw.iu Planning, Inmu-d

nf wsing reclaimed
the planned Lamorin-
!Mmrl’mm

mﬁlﬂ mﬂl‘ilﬂib}l 2003,
the water could be diverted from
1 system, — the for-

. The water is
tly being treated ot a Cen-
tral Sanitation District tertiary

uﬂmeup[-u __,ﬂ
will be used in a8 an
Jrrigation source for

While the commitiee agreed
Mhhhmmmlﬂ
also learned that recycled water
présents many constraints s a
firefighting tool.

“If we can use it there, we
should explore it,” said EBMUD
hoard  member Kﬂy Foulkes.
“Emmmiimlhum
should build a whole other
pipcline.”

According to Harris, the flow
of the reclaimed water will reach
only 1,500 o 2,000 gallons per
minute. This i only enough pres-

sure 10 supply one hydrant at a
time.

With only limited arcas slated
Hor recycled water ion, fire-
fighting aid would also be limited
unless significant alterations were
suggested for the project, current-
ly on the brink of its pre-design
phise,

“l think there is potential
there, but | don’t know how much
help we'll be able to.get because
of the location issue,” said Mora-
gn—G'md.u Fire Chief Jim John-
ston.

Orinda resident Clyde Vaughn
also brought up certain pereaived
health risks of recycled water.

Fire Marshal Tonya Hoover
reminded the commitice  that
more. m n pn: the un!y ANBWET

vegetation | l'!i ong
hazard that'c il
“Ev | mm' Is
ummluﬁm.“anlﬂﬂmhm&hd
David Klement. “I"m wondering
if anyone's sctually doing some-
thing abowt vegetation instead of
just talking sbout vegetation.™




ates extm work for district staff,
"Wcﬂhmlhlufhmc e fire station
and cncrgy,” Natpan poinied out. ' \However,

However, the two zones will sull
be maintained in tepms of weparate
board clections and fire flow taves,
These changes are heyond the
WHWH“MWI
Hhclﬁum

Inwmﬂwm cll 'Ihmrmn
particular have expressed reservi-
m#mlﬁmﬁdmﬁgnl'. m |

qﬂum to officlally |

available in Moraga, residents were  adepy the budget proposals at 7pm. |
concerned that Moragn money June 22 of the Fire Siation, [280 ¢

would be wsed 10 pay for Ovinda ﬂmnll}m.lfumm ]
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WMMWWMMMM-W.MWHWH District mascot
the Artists Faire on Saturday at Moraga Commons. The annual event is sponsared by the ;nrvga'hhnmsé:uclr:ty‘g

A two-day party set in Moraga

MORAGA — The town’s birth-
day bash promises 1o be remem-
bered for the next 25 years.

Events begin on Friday with the
Moraga Historical Society banquet.
Longtime Saint Mary's president
Brother Mel Anderson will join
community members for a night of
reminiscing, along with perfor-
mances by the California Academy
of Performing Ars and the Saint
Mary’s NightinGaels. The 25th
anniversary video, compiled by
Campolindo graduate Jeff Cole, also
will be unveiled.

Festivities begin at 6 p.m. in the
Soda Center at Saimt Mary's Col-
lege, with a reception put on by the
wives of the first Town Council.

Saturday's activities start early
with a 7:13 a.m. silver run spon-
sored by the Lafayelte Moraga
Youth Association, Non-athletes can
enjoy & pancake breakfast hosted by
Moraga-Orinda firefighters,

A parade begins a1 10 am., with

several bands, local celebrities, |la-
mas, horses and much more. Partici-
panis will march down Moraga
Road from Rheem to the Moraga
shopping center. Moraga Road will
be parially closed between Rheem
Boulevard and S1. Mary's Road uniil
| pm, Access from side roads will
be available.

The rest of the day. community
members can enjoy the pear festival,
food booths, a manachi band, a
Lamorinda Arts Alliance art exhibit
and music by Tommy and the Four
Speeds, The town will also have five
booths set up o involve residents in
the general plan update process.
Activities will include information
displays as well as plenty of chances
to lend a voice,

The celebration will conclude
with the Chamber of Commerce's
Round-Up, a Western barbecue and
dance beginning at 5 p.m. on the Old
Muoraga Ranch. For tickets, call 376-
0150.










Volume 64 No, 42

niticafion of the Confro Costa Fimes

Wednesday, October 20, 1999

L S

By Emilie Kamick
STAFF WHITER LY

MORAGA — There wonld he, no G
grazing on rolling hi]lﬁ:* ok
ter-like houses would di it .
vislas, Trips to the grocery store wouldn’s
result in half-hour conversations ‘with that
fricnd  from scross own: rather errands
wonld be shared with thowsands ol unknown
faces, Meanwhile, raffic would inch s way
guross the drea's three freewiys,

Twenty-five years ago, Moragn was slat-
ed to become just dnother suburban off-
ramp. However, through the tenacity. of some
restdents, the town hos nstead become the
modem-day planacle of smill lown lore,

“It’s an experience that | wish everybody
in America could go through. It renews your
fmith in the wvinbillly of the democratic
process,” said 4(0hyeur resident Lee Nelson,
“It’s the epitome of “We the people ... ™

Melsan was || leader in the movement to
imcomporale. Al moving o the area in
1957, he joined the Momga Community
Association — o group formed in 1950 o
advocate for the community's inferesis.

“There were g whale lot of people who
dealt with the county and were Trustrted
with thetr inability (o recognize what we
winled and whal we needed,” Nelson smid

Residents god thear [irst wste of the frus-
trotion indicative of county control when
Uitahi Mining and Construction Co, released
plans 10 increase the commumity o 54,000
people

In 1954, John Thune bought one of the
town's original 35 humes for o hard-earned
$17,125. Alter heanng aboulibe Ulnh Co.s
plans, Thune offered o 11:% tand i the
plunning process. L

“They said, "We're going to screen you
oul of here,” ™ Thume said “Basically, they
didn't appreciate us being thgre.”

He recalls bow public meeting notices
used o be posted i the middle of cow pas-
turcs, while residents were told that the plan-
ning process was between the county Plin-
ning Commission and the development com-
pany. Proposed goidelines for the Moraga
development were [ar from what was out-
lined in the county s planning requircments.

“Everything was substandard,” Thune
il “The Planming: Commission was m the
pockets of the developers.™

Moraga was also o include the Shepheed
Canyon [reeway, the Gatewny ‘connector 1o
Highwuay 24 and the Bollinger Canyon
throughway 1o Highway 680,

*The churacter of the community would
have been changed drastically,” Nelson sad,
recalling nn eardy’ 1960 feld tap with the
county Plimning Commission o the site of
newly huilt Ascot Drive apartments.

“One. commissioner looked up at the
apartment buildings ond said, “This looks
fike u guamnt Bavirian village." We knew
then that we had to change things.”

In 1963, the Gommunily officially
broached the iden of incorporation, and the
MOCA formed an incorporation study group.
While the group recommended incorporation

nate Lhise rustic

reflect on 25 years of success

¥s In

i

WIHSTOPHER SHINNER. SUN
Gordon Soares talks about the drive
for local control. The articles of incor
poration were signed on his table.

[or reasons that ranged from local contral 1o
better police services, there was: little impe-
tus 1o launch a movement.

*There just wasn'venough of a seed gen-
eraled” sdid Tom Lowe, a member of the
study group. “People really hadn't focused
on the (local control issue) yet.”

It wisn't until the early 19705 that the
mavement 1o incorporide truly got under
way. Citizens to Incorporate Moragu was
formed after @ 1972 MCA meécting in which
resident Ellen Dale ruiscd her hand (o ask the
hilstorical guestion.

See MORAGA, Page 2

- |

corporation ' \

A
I'l

Moraga vote
tion?

decide

S
| e s

will
on incorpo!
LAFCO will

| g

Sgt. Bob Priebe was an original member of the Moraga Police Department.

Moraga values unique identity

By Emille Karrick
STAFF WRITER

MORAGA — While in many ways the
town has grown up, the elements thil resi-
dents suught o protect through incorporation
FETain.

Locally controlled parks, police, fire and
schools ol comrbute to what many decm a
umigue Moraga identity.

Incorporation leader Bob Merritt remem-

bers when this identigy Jlg._ firgt coming
tgether. While the ine ion process
offictally brought aboul o wn of Moraga,
seweral smaller movements in the years pre-
ceding set out priorities that are still i place,

In 1969, a small group of people fought
lomg and hard but were unable o overturm a
ballot initiative that made the Moraga fire
district o part of the colinty’s consolidated
{ire services,

See UNIQUE, Page 2




MORAGA

“With all these problems wie're
having with the county, would we
have these problems if we were incor-
porated™ Dale recalled,

Dale, Nelson, Bob Mermtt, Gor-
don Soares and Mike Cory were
ameng the leaders of the effori to put
together a report that included finan-
cial, geographical and planning pro-
jections,

This group then wmed o a
campaign machine — hosting 75 cof-
fees, churning out numerous Riers,
appearing before the Local Agencies
Formation Commission, the Board of
Supervisors and the Planning Com-
IMESST00.

“We wanted it 10 be grass-roots,”

Dale said. “It was an incredible col-
lection of people. Every type of
knowledge you needed wus in that
room.”
Thirteen candidates signed up for
the first Town Council election,
Debates were held all over town, with
residents presenting a wide variety of
OpITions,

“I was really not for or against
incorporation,” said Mel Herms-
meyer, who worked with a group

: ERISTOPHER SRINNER/SUN
A resident since 1957, Lee Nelson has been a longtime civic
leader — including a stint on the Planning Commission.

culled Keep Moraga Unincorporated.
“l was more interested in residents
learning more gbout the pros and
cons.”

The biggest issue at hand was a 16
cent uy per S100 assessed valvation,

According to Memitt, financial
projections indicated 2 need for a
property tax increase for new expen-
ditures such as police and public
works., Many were concemed there
wouldn't be enough money (o cover
emergencies, such as slide repairs,

In the end, 3,679 Moraga resi-
demts voled 10 support incorporation
and the tax increase; 2,537 opposed.

“It went pretty smoothly, [ can't
remember us having significant sel-
bucks,” Soares said. “When [ look
back on it | can’t remember us saying,
“This 1sn't going to happen.” ™

On MNov, 13, 1974, Cory, the
town's first mayor, pounded the gavel
i begin the first Town Council meet-
ing — in front of a crowd of 300 peo-
ple. By 1979, the town had ity first
general plan in place.

Twenty-five years later, those
involved in the process are happy o
say that not much has changed,

*The guality of life that we enjoy
row wis really the poal of incorpora-
tion.” Soures said. “We've provided a
model for not only the process but
how it tumed out.”



UNIQUE

FROM PAGE 1

However, in 1970, 4 movement
to exercise local control over recre-
ation brought about an independent
parks authority

Meanwhile, residents tumed up
with paint hrushes and paint cans (o
transform the old wlephone comps-
ny inlo a newly remodeled library.

“People started petting this
sense of community,” Merritt said,

Moragans have always becn
especially proud of their paramedic
service.

In 1978, Moraga led the county
by providing its own paramedic
transport, This year, the newly
formed |"r‘|ur:1g.1-i.,'l|'|r|=|.hi Fire Dis-
trict became one of the first in the
Bay Arca to provide paramedic ser-
vice on cach engine company.

Kob Gooadyear, now a battalion
chiel with the districl, was one of
the origimal paramedics in Moraga
He credits the paramedics” contin-
ved suceess o community organi-
cations such as the Rescue One
Foundation, which over the years
has given Moraga's paramedics
more  than S 100,000
equipment,

“The community is willing to
give 4 lot of themselves to help us
give them a better level of service,”
Goodyear sud, “We'll go out o
cats i trees, We just have (o go that
extra mile. We value that as a core
vialue of the fire district.”

waorth of

In F979, the town broke dawiy
from the county Shernff's Depan-
ment to launch its own police
depariment. Sgi. Bob Pricbe was on
on the force from the beginning. He
remembers 4 respect for the depart
ment that remains wday

In the early days, pcople would
flag him down while on patrol 1o
come inside and have a cup of col

fee. As o basehall coach in Morga
Tor several vears, he built relation-
ships that are still strong

“This place s like a child to
me,” he said. *1 wouldn't be here
200 years after | started 1f 1 didn'y
loave what this place 15 and didn’y
have pride in whot we've built it
up o be”

Hﬂ".'l-"..: VIT, % the 0w crierlims

KHISTOPHER
Firefighter-paramedic Amie Peterson, left, firefighterengineer Bill Bethea and paramedic-cap!
Cox are with the Moraga-Orinda Fire District — one of the ways Moraga maintains its indeps

1w Il.Il'.I‘-.. '1IJL'|] i A ]
SOTIE MHise concerns ahol
!_'L'IEL'I.' ol i r'll,l“.‘.,l_ljl.ﬁr.;l‘ILI I
"W v reached an o
rity that's sad in o way
dent Gordon Sodres
Fke o twown center begin
st iubion
flom, we're a town, But i
dilferently.”

Sure we're



OPEN HOUSE

AT STATION 41 1280 Moraga Way
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9™ ,1999 10am —2pm

Events:
10:am - Jaws of Life Demo
11:am - Reach Helicopter/
Jaws of Life Demo
12:00 - Ladder Truck Demo
12:30 - Police K-9 Demo
1:pm - Fire Engine Demo
1:30 - Police K-9 Demo Free _StUH for
the Kids Visit with SmokKey Bear

On-goings Attractions: g
Learn Exit Drills in the Home

Squirt a real fire hose

Our new engine & dog robot

American Red Cross

Free balloons & stickers

Rescue One Foundation

Smokey Bear

Home sprinkler Demos

Reach Helicopter

Sparky the Dog

BP checks

Meet the Fire Dist. Board

Kid Print with Blockbuster

Practice Stop,Drop,
Rell with the firefighter

@ & & & & & & & &5 B & & B

Note: Our annual pancake breakfast will be
held at the Moraga Commeons on
October 23™ as part of the Town

Celebration. %ﬁ?f?mm

FOUNDATION



James J. Johnston Moraga-Orinda Fire District Phone: (925) 258-4599
Fire Chief 33 Orinda Way Fax: (925) 258-4595
Orinda, CA 94563

A New Name for Our Mascot

Our new robot fire engine
and dog need a name!

e  Fill out the form below
and name our new robot.

o Take your entry to your nearest
Moraga-Orinda Fire Station or
bring it with you to the Open
House at station 41.

»  If your new name for our robot is
chosen you will get to ride in the
Moraga Anniversary Parade with
the Fire Department and you will
be introduced on stage at the
Moraga Co:}nnnns Park on
October 23™,

Entries must be in by g(pj; 2%

If you would like to see what our robot fire engine & dog look like,
you can come to Station 41 administration building any day from

8am — Spm until %&f 12~

COOCOCLLLELCROERLOROELERECOLREOOOOY
Our Robot’s Name Should Be

Your Name
Address Phone




NOTICE ROAD CLOSURE
PARADE ROUTE
SATURDAY OCT. 23, 1999
10 AM TO 1PM

MORAGA RD. WILL BE CLOSED BETWEEN CORLISS AND RHEEM BLVD.

= IF YOU ARE ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE STREET YOU CAN ONLY TURN RIGHT
AND TRAVEL TO CORLISS AND TURN RIGHT.

= IF YOU ARE ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE STREET YOU CAN ONLY TURN RIGHT
AND TRAVEL TO RHEEM BLVD.
NO TRAFFIC ACROSS MORAGA RD. WILL BE ALLOWED

IF YOU NEED TO LEAVE OR RETURN TO YOUR HOME PLEASE DO SO
BEFORE 10 AM AND AFTER 1PM .

SORRY FOR THE INCONVENIENCE
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County consid
emergency medi

By Karen Emanuel
STAFF WRITER

dica

RELATED STORY, PAGE9

ORINDA -— Contra Costa fire officials are
quietly considering & change that would
climinate firefighters as first responders 1o
ceriain types of non-life threatening medical
calls.

Supporters say they are confident the
method is an enhancement 1o a procedure

already used and would result in 3 more

elficient use of emergency services,

But others fear the plan is a polential
beginning to erosion of the quality of
emergency service in Orinda.

Under the proposal, firefighters would no
longer respond 1o certain non-life threatening
injuries. Instead, only ambulance units would

Amang such emergencies are amputations
or partial separations of body pans below the
wrists or ankle where bleeding is conurolled,
back pain reported by someone who is {aint or
dizzy or three months prégnant, or an
unexpected, complicated home delivery of a
baby.

}(riurrunﬂy. firefighter units respond to such

. TRENT NELSON,/SUN
Crinda Fire District’s ambulance Is usad to transport firefighters to medical emergencies. Under a new proposal being considered by the county,
the fire district would no longer respond to certain types of medical emergencies, relving instead on the ambulance senice based in Lafayette,
Currently, both firefighters and the ambulance sanvice respond to all emergencies,

change in fire district’s

service response plan

calls. In Orinda, firefightors trained i basic life
support would initiate’ basic first aid and
provide care befone the ambulance arrived.

One concern in Orinda s that, as of last
weck, neither city or fire officlals had been
officially notified of the proposal.

Some said they see the sitoation as a
preview of changes that could come as Orinda
nears an official merge with other county fire
districts,

Bill Gross, acting chairman of the Orindn
Fire Commission, said he was surprised and
shocked when he heard about the plan,

See CHANGE, Page 2
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Moraga resident Danny Costa, 12, greets the crowd as Joaquin Moraga during the 25th anniversary parade on Saturday.

Community comes out to celebrate

By Emille Karrick
STAFF WRITER

MORAGA — Neighbors sat side-hy-side
on Moraga Road, cheering a5 half the town
drove, galloped or cart-wheeled by in a truly
down-home 25th birthdoay celebration.

Throughoul this past weekend. residents
ook time oul 1o commeaemornte . way of living
— family, communily and loughter — thal
cames together to define Moraga,

"People need a place where some of the
greatest raffic jams are cavsed by animal cross-
ings and you cun 4l And unpaved roads that
nre npaved on purpose.” Campolindo junior
Bryan Bonner shared af Friday night’s banguet.
“Moraga needs o remain the sume.”

Festivitics kicked off with o galn banguet ad
Suint Mary's College, coordinsted by the Mor-
ag: Historical Society. Longtime resident DHek
Cullahan, known a8 the vmeé of the Golden
State Warnors and the Sant Mury’s Gaels, pro-
vided lively hanter &5 the evening™s mister of
ceremnonies.

Speakers included incorporsion volunteer
Bob Memtl. former mayor Murgaret DePricster
and Brother Mel Anderson, longtime president
of Saint Mary's College.

Several local digniluries also ook part.
State Sen, Richard Rainey and county Supervi-
sor Giyle Uilkema both shared a personal
uttachment 10 the lown,

“l wix o resident of Momga when il was
meorporaled I3 years ago ... this really is a nos-
walgie thing.” Ullkema said, “1 hope time in
memorium remembers what @ special life
we've had together and the wonderful things
we have dore.”

OFf the 304 guests on hand, several experi-

See MORAGA, Page 2

Students from the
California Academy
of Performing Arts,
dbove, entertain
during the Moraga
Historical Society
dinner on Friday at
Saint Mary's Col
lege. At left, Tom
Smith offers a
Bartlett pear sam-
ple to Horence
Lange during the

mons on Saturday.

e




Videographer Jeff Cole documents the celebration on Friday at

Salnt Mary's. Cherie Grant was on the anniversary committee.

MORAGA

FROM PAGE 1

enced a true reunion. The town's
first plunning director, Dave Baker,
curme all the way from Arizona 10
reminigce aboul the moking of &
lown.

“Things are different,” Baker
said. “But 1t's still a great town,"”

Several people who have since
passed away were remambered for
their inviluable contributions —
the town's first ' mayor Mike Cory,
the first own manager Gary Chase
and former Sun editor Jane Potnam
were felt  spint

While Friday's colebration
continued late into ihe evening,
many were up early the next mom-

mg for o pancake breakfast or sil-
ver run. By 10 a.m. on Saturday,
the town was buzzing with parade
preparations. Contra Costa Sherifl
Department’s bagpipers warmed
up in the Advinced Mobile Sold-
tions parking lot, Ornda’s Volun-
teer Marching Band goi in une in
front of the Rheem Theatre and
roller-blading Gird Scouts laced up
in the Rheem Center,

The parade proved 1o be the
pinnacle event of the weekend —
with native celebritics astroniul
Steve Robinson and Olympian
Karen Moe Humphreys on hand,
as well as several Joaguin Moraga
descendants. In all, 80 groups
parided down Moriga Road.

Residents continued their eele-
bration at the Moraga Commons.
Musie, food and general plan toto-

Joaquin Moraga descendants Rachel Moraga, front seat, and Colleen Moraga take part in the parade on Saturday. .

that pears are somewhat the Beritage
of the town,"” Smith said. “We rnised
thot nwareness.”

100 pear pies were sold as fast a8 sumed later ot the Chamber ol
they were made in the kitchen of Commerce’s Round-Up.
Nation's. More pies were con- “A lot of people weren't nwire

ridls kept the park packed late into
the afternoon. According to pear
festival coordinator Tom Smith,




The Moraga Hmhim&afﬂms rode in a 1937 Daimler during the 25th anniversary parade.

Daimler draws notice during parade

By Nathan Sonenshein
SEERI. L THE Som

When Moraga celebrated s
25th birthday on Oct 23, the main
Levent was o two-mile parade alr.lug
Moragn Road. There were
than BO entries in the
marching bands, the Wells 'Fnrga
stagecoach drawn by six horses,
llamag, girl and boy scouts, a troop
of motoreyclists, horse clubs and
vinlage cars,

Standing out was a 1937 Dw,

ler, which carried three p
who represented  the
Haciendn Séniors,

As you can sec t‘rm
graph that accompanies this article,
the car was an cj'c-ﬂudmn A, four-
door sedan, with an engine casing
that seemed 10 be o mile Jong, the
Daimler was manufactured in Eng-
land in 1937, It weighs two tons,
has o righi-hand deive, no power
steering or power brakes and makes
14 miles per gallon.

In the “30s, this type of Daimler
wits used by the British royal fami-

Iy and was honored by being desig-
nated | appointment 1o the
Queen.™ " The name Daimler is

becoming belter known in the Unit-
ed States as a result of a recent
megger, which’ formed a union

b3 —FF

known as Daimler-Benz — from
which we recognize the current
Mercedes-Benz auto manufadturer,

i company thal s today o major

summ Chrysler.
_ This Daimler i owned by
‘Heather Brunsbury, who

Ein ﬂlm-'l:d to Mormga from Sheffield,

England, in 1990, having selected
Moraga as “a safe and heblthful
community,”

Heather is o member of the
Moraga Hacienda &cmurs whio

2 Robin 648 TNprRie & oot
G ¥ ,I1. Y o= ._.llr ﬂ
:J%'%ﬁfg}-gs that n:ﬂlx:l his jolly

‘}drmﬂanur For the purade, he wore

o Sherloek Holmes hat and smoked

it large, curved meerschaum pipe.
* Heattracted as much attention from

the parade watchers s his Daimler,

which has been in his family for
several generations. Having recent-
Iy come into ownership, he impor-
ed it 10 Moraga a few nnmths ago
Justin time for cur

Heather mde “shotgun™ in the
left front seat and was a OIS
hostess for the “royal™ pussengers

representing the Moraga

Seniors. They were Ins Hur,
Norma Heath and myself, We thor-
oughly enjoyed the ride und the
enthusiastic greetings we received

w. from the parade waighers.

AL "our” Lanmvrdalmigsluw—

i the
literally” %& onl
ouf to the car with
“What kind of car?” “Whist,yéar’
Robin would cheerfully respond
“It's a Daimlen 1937" and toot his

homn.

« sorcd by

A moﬁaﬁﬁn? Set in Moraga

MORAGA — The town's birth-
doy boash promises o be remems
bered for the next 25 yeirs,

Events begin on Friday with the
Muoraga Historical Society hunguet
Longtime Saint Mary's president
Brother Mel Anderson will join
community members for a night of
remrimiscing, along with  perlor-
mances hy the California Academy
of Performing Arts and the Sainl
Mary's NightinGaels. The 25th
anniversary  video, comptled by
Campolindo graduate Jell Cole, also
will be unverled.

Festivities begin at 6 pn. in the
Soda Center at Saint Mary's Col
lege, wilh @ reception put on by the
wives of the (irst Town Couneil.

Saturday 'y netivities siart carly
i .?'.I':'\ wan. silver an spon-
the Laloyetie Moraga
Youlh Associntion, Non-athletes can
erjoy a pancake breakfast hosted by
Moraga-Orinda lirelighters.

A parnde begins at 10 am., with

wilh

———

severnl bands, local celebnties, |l
mits, horses and much more. Partici-
pants will march down Moraga
Road [rom Rheem to the Mormgs
shopping center. Moraga Roud will
b portially closed belween I<I1u4.'|!|
Boulevard sid 51 Mury"s Road unnl
I o Aceess Trom sidhe roads will
b available

The rest of the day. commuuny
members can enjoy the pear Testival,
oo booths, o mariachi band, @
Lamorinda Arts Alltance st exhbibil
and music by Tommy and the Fou
Speeds, The town will also e |Il..l_'
hooths set up to involve residents in
the general plan update process.
Activities will include imfonmation
displays as well as plenty ol Chances
o lend o voice.

The celebrtion will conclude
with the Chamber of Commerce’s
Round-Up. a Western barbecue and
dance beginning at 5 pam. on the Old
Moraga Ranch. For tickets, call 376-
1]1"':1'! _,a{'_- . 1:_: - f‘.l'.-'




Moraga’s 25th anniversary bash
merges with Homecoming fest

Citizens. of Moraga had two
homecomings last week, with Cam-
polindo’s gnnual celebration as well
as the town parade.

Ay Moriga celebrated its 25th
anniversary, famous Campolindo
gradunies such as astronoul Steve
Robinson and Olympic medalist
Karen Moe Humphreys returned
hame.

Campolindo’s  Homecoming
week festivities were surrounded by
positive changes but alse by contro-
versy.

The overall theme was half-hour
sitcoms. For the first time, teachers
were allowed to participate in the
events. “Happy Days,” a show on
the life of a few high school kids in
the "50s, was chosen by the adminis-
tration and faculty.

The seniors “Saved
by the Bell” an" "80s “TV show
depicting the high school “experi-
ences of six students. “Seinfeld”
about the adventures of four New
Yorkers, wis the nu‘:um Ehosen by
the junior elass. suphomores
chose the popolar * Fm:ndi hnst-d
on six friends
New York. The [i Qurl‘.myﬁd
“Gilligan's s an old sitcom
about survivors of a shipwreck liv-
ing on a desolate land.

For many years, the Homecom-
ing floats have remained stationary.
This year, they were placed on flat-
bed trucks and dnven around the
truck during the football game's
half-time show and Inter through
Moraga in the snniversary parme.

“This vear, we really our
heads together,” said sophomore
Tyler Carlson. “We made many
changes building the floats.”

Traditionally, the floats are made
out of paper flowers, Other objects,
such o8 couches, tables and win-
dows, were used this year to create
the sitcom scenes. People were
wllowed to ride on the floats for the
first time, with crowned royalty and
elected Teadership members for each
clnss sifting ntop each Aoat.

The Campolindo Homecoming floats were featured inthe 25th

anniversary parade on Saturday in Moraga. Using the theme of TV
sitcoms, the junior class created a Semfeld'paraqr X

thist T had pulled lﬂplﬂg., Ehﬂmm L‘\

By Emily Volimer

During Fridoy's Homecoming
rmlly, each class performed a skil
bised on their sitcom-and indirectly
made fun of the other classes,

All skits are rehearsed the day
belore so leachers can make Sure
they are appropriate. However, the
seniors supposedly  changed word-
g and performed an unapproved
skit about two members of their sil-
com competing for the same girl,
The script included references o
drug use and & controversial Website
and also poked fun al imclﬁﬁtﬁ”
ple.

Although it s undeeiﬁnd
whether the students will be pun-
ished, Principal Tom Ehrhom apolio-
gized 1o the student body for any
pain the skit may have caused.

“1 wits very disappointed, Many
people — parents, students and
teachers — were hurt. 1 wish now

said. "It will not happen again.”

Powder Puff, onfannonl home-
coming evenl in w girls from
different grades play foothall, was a
big success this year The final
games were played Thursday
night, undermncath the L lights
on the football field. Typically
gamis have been pluyud‘ft lunch-
time socoer field

“Playing under the lights made
us feel like real important plyers,”
said sophtimore Heather Dillow. “It
gave us A fefise of pride, like it was
worth somiething.” d

The following night, the foothall
team battled ML Dinblo. With non-
stop crowd support, the Campolindo
Cougars charged ahead of the ML
Diablo Red Devils with a score of
41-14.

On Saturday mght, couples got
together in the gymmasium to finish
aff the exciting week with he
Homecoming dance. As they dunced
to popular music, the stedents could
look wp and admire their cliss
murals — scenes painted hy class.
males decormting cach wall,

)8
t-.
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Cost an issne for Moraga fire station

-]

By El Kk

MORAGA — cmpm plans
for o new fire station,on Moraga
Road were approved last week,

?q: guestions. about the cost of

tc reploce the 40-year-old
ﬂn Rheem Boulevard were
ented shoul one year ago,
Im;mgmul estimated cost of
i ‘million. Last Tucsday, the
W -Orinda Fire District board
designs for a 6,800 sq. fi.
sk al o cost of $189 per square
ﬁﬁ; — wilh o total of $2.329 million.
":!H incumbent on us 10 have &
pmgrlm lor the payment of the con-
struction of this hefore we get 1o far
down the roud with design,” said fire
board director John Wyro.
‘hoard’s facility committes
hﬂ: been wmﬂn}r hitectural

_Eé-—f i

o,

the l:ﬂ:lll,ll'l'llllll}' mdrﬁ:-'m the district
possibilities for growth,
“Contingencies of possibilities in
the Tuture wiere built in,” said Fire
Chief Jim Johnston. “IF we should
ever decide to incrense staffing, we

dates, melds wuh' \

i I L'i't‘.'.llc
lh: r.:ﬁu.mmu wu]mul going through
a lot of building modification.”

The current station sits on a site
with severe drainage problems, while
the station itsell does not meet many
modemn requirements.

The new station would take up 30
percent to 40 percent of & two-acre
plot next to Lucas Road. The overall
design concept would be California

Mission, creating a conlinujty of same time o government look,” said

form along the town's main scenic
corridor. Construction s slated to
begin in June 2000,

Facility commitiee member Gor-
din Nuthan said that many items on
the new station’s original wish Tist
were pared down 10 ahsolute necessi-
ties,

“We didn"t want to build a Taj
Mahal,” said Battalion Chiel Greg
Holm. "We wanted n building that
would be pleasing to the firefighters
and the community, we didnt 1:r:.r to
build a monument to pursely

Holm' fikened the ?
3,800 sq. f. home with
garage. Wrapped around a courtyard,
the swation would have three bed-
rogms, a dayroom, kitchen and din-

o &

ing room s well as office space, & think that is a big breach of public

public foyer and restroom.

R T

'ﬂltn: “m]ﬂ.bﬁ m tu ] ' '-:I'
yard activities and toom for a dozen
staff parking spuces and a limiled
amount of public parking. At
deep, the apparatus bay . [
three pieces of equipment with fe
for drive-through — with & maxi-
mum height reduced from 35 o 28
feet.

“It’s civic bul also reduced in
scale, non-institutional but at the

architect Don Dommer. “Having the
apparatus bay showing explains what
a fire station is all about.”

The board approved conceptual
design plans in order 10 allow the
pm}uct to go before the 1oy
ning Commission later th

In the meantime, disrict stafl
will be comparing original cost esti-
mates with current projections 19
determine what is affordable.’

“l am deeply concerned
whether we have the ability

remain within budger,” .uid
o

tor Pete Wilson,

11.umiul’nr:lusl"mdiﬁf
irﬁ"l!gu before the public with the
theory that this is geing to cost $2
million and have it cost $3 million, 1

confidence.”

the Mom

]nngwi:hn 93 foc

Mary's Callege mm'p'r.u ‘:’in:s within

Saint Mary's to Buy
i 4,:, Truck

Fire District.
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Wednesday, December 8, 1999

By Emille Karrick
STAFF WRITER

MORAGA — Approval of o
proposed Moraga Rood fire station
was conlinued by the Planning

“Commission an Monday, in order 1o
“allow the Moraga-Onnda Fire Dis-
.Ed:ua address several quality of life
" issues.

Neighbors of the site — ot the

- cormer of Lucas Drive — voiced
_several concerns, particularly about
“ the naise impacts of a fire station.

. "My house backs onto the pro-
“ject.” said Nigel Crouch, a resident
<ol Williams Drive, “With the detri-
Cmentil impacts on homeowners, I'm
_generally not in favor of a fire sta-
« tion at this sie.”
. The district was asked 10 come
“hack 1 the commission in January
« with resules of o noise impact study
cund further discussion with neigh-
*bors. “T'd feel more comfortable if
-the dinlogue went another round,”

stfd Commiissioner Richard Crag,
Tt sounds like we're most of the

wity there.”
o Amohg issues o be discussed is
* wnoise mitigation proposal. The dis-
et would plant redwood  trees
Calong the edge of sdjoining Moraga
“Pluce property to buffer sound.

“We're willing 1o go ahead and

volunteer the trees and drip irrige-
o system if we can work oot lis-

The proposed fire station on Moraga Road would replace the Rheem Boulevard station.

bility issues,” said Fire Chief Jim
Johnstion,

The station, first proposed i Jan-
vary 1998, would replice the 40
year-old Rheem Boulevard station.
Serous drainage dnd ventilalion
problems, as well us insufficient size,
have made that building unsuitable.

Designed by architect Don
Dommer, the 6,815 sq. fi. station”
would have two wings for living
An adjoining apparatus bay would
be backed against a steep hill,

Pluns presented to the commis-

RINDA 'ERIEFS
Fire tlhtrlﬂ:atudiaﬂ noise impacts

sion also included the possibility of
a 1,000 sq. fi. addition in the future
— should the station be expanded 1o
accommodate two engines or an
engine and an ambulunce.

“There is no current plan 1o actu-
ally add another engine company or
ambulance there,” Johnston pointed
out. “If we ever had to come back
and add on, we just wanted 10 make
sure there was a spot to do it and to
be able 1o te it into the existing
structure.”

However, the majority of the
commissioners: opposed & conceptu-

al addition and instead expressed
support for a use permit that would
allow for only one engine company.

“IFit's needed ‘in ‘the futdre, it
can be designed in the future.” said
Commissioner Steve Wochleke.

Commissioners: also raised con-
cerns about the location of a pro-
posed gas tank. as well as a suitable
number of parking spaces.

With alterations to the district’s
proposal alleviating theye and other
concerns, the commission anticipat-
ed approval of the project ot the Jan.
3 meeting.

4

C C ALeam> j=i2-2000

Following through on Planming Commission direc-
tives, the Moraga-Orinda Fire District board approved
plans for m acoustical study that will determine a pro-
posed fire station’s nose impact on neighbors.

The district was asked 1o complete o study after
neighbors up the hill from the Morags Road site
expressed opposition o the project earlier this month,
Several Williams Drive residents asked how the district
intended 1o buffer sound from the 6,815 sq. ft statian.

JFire Chief Jim Johnston agreed with a neighbor’s pro-
posal 1o a row of redwodod trees. However, others.
weren't sure that would be cnough.

The study, to be carried out by San Francisco con-

' sdetermined 1o be the best way
Four days of acoustical measurement neat the nighbors
will look &t possible naise from the disteiet’s diesel (ruck

andd s well a an. icy generator and fire
e it ey Sy

At an estimated cost of $8.500, the sudy should be
completed by the dl:‘iﬂ'nl‘lhil-wuk.g.

m RINDA BRIEFS

Moraga planners OK fire station

MORAGA — The Plasning Commission unani-
mously approved plans for a new fire station on Moraga
Road last week. Reviewing results of a Pl.‘l_lsc and Hghi-
ing study, the hoard decided that the station would be an
appropriate addition 1 the town's main scenic corridor.

Following directives from the mnm‘ﬂlsslnn, the Miw-
aga-Orinda Fire District had hired an audio consultant 1o
assess the station's noise impacts, The consultant con-
cluded that impacts would be minimal, despite contin-
ved concemns from neighbors. However, the fire district,
hus agreed to plant a row of redwoad tices along i hill
above the station 1o act #s 3 noise buffer. :

Plans for the station were reviewed by the Dresign
Review Board on Tuesday, sfter the Sun's deadline. Fire
Chief Jim Johnston said that following DRB approval,
the district hopes to have construction design plans
drawn up — with construction 10 begin within the next
severnl months.




is now ﬁm-ﬂd. Huﬂb}-F
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: 3 : I:MII’HSE!
mm.mwmm—#u medical scrvices. With the recent ﬂmmmmuﬁ
have been made to improve service addition of four paramedics, the dis- ﬁn;iaﬁhh to address them all in
and MWW trict will have full-time, advanced  this letter, but you may wish to turn

in the fu hmﬂ@ life support services from all five  to our Website (MOFD.org) to learn
strengthen the fire district's com- fire stations heginning Jan. 1, 2000, about the many facets of your fire
E‘ﬂﬂqlﬂ-_ﬁﬂ.ﬁm fire protection  This means there will be a pars-  district.
~und emergency medical services.  medic on cach of the engine compa- I recently paid a visit to all shifis
Through the effonts of many ~nies, along with the two ambulances luﬂﬂ&ﬁcﬂmmﬂlm
‘community, residents, our new e — g first in Contra Costa County.  report 1o you that comments such as
district was established as an inde- In addition, the seismic retro-  “moving ahead.” “light years ahead”
: ek . and “a sense of direction”
from staff members is music 10 my
expori- -  cars. It means that we are truly mov-
enced and very capable fire chief  rebuilding of Station 42 (currently  ing in the right direction.
whao has the same vision as the com-  located on Rheem Boulevard).  Everyone is pitching in to make
munities of M Iﬂd Orinda — Effective July 1, 1999, the board our new district a successful, first-
protection and  combined the financial accounts of wmlmmm
the two former districts (exclusive the communitics' support,
unhumwmm's fire- flow

 The disiriet is working mﬂy‘ _ Tlu= and the district
nd. The  with the citizens of Orinda and the  have reached many of our goals in.
come to  East Bay Municipal Utlities Dis- just 30 months, and as your 1999

ﬁiclmlheﬂﬂmpp{yinmu&u— mmxmmm
- ing the community, as well 2s con- 10 be a part of these cfforts. '
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MORAGA - ORINDA FIRE DISTRICT

Invites you to join us in celebrating the highest
level of Emergency Medical Services
Sfor our communiiy

Announcing:

The County's first
full time paramedic engine companies

DATE: January 21, 2000
TIME: 3:00-4:30 PM
PLACE: Station 41
1280 Moraga Way, Moraga

RSVP by January 17, 2000  (925) 258-4531

PROGRAM

Hors d' oeuvres and refreshments

WELCOME
Jim Johnston, Fire Chief

SPEAKERS

Pete Wilson, President
Moraga — Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors

John Kennedy, President
Rescue One Foundation

Bill Lindsay, City Manager
City of Orinda

Ross Hubbard, Town Manager
Town of Moraga

Dr. Joseph Barger, Director
Contra Costa County
Emergency Medical System

Rob Goodyear, Battalion Chief

RECEPTION /=2~ 680




Paramedics boost emergency services

All three cities now
haye more support

ks e

By Emille Karick
STAFF WHITER:

Thirly yepes ago, Lamorinda resldenis
in need ol emergeney medical services
depended on on-site personnel with litle
maore thian Band-Ald abalities; followed
by o long wait for an nmbualance.

Moie oflen than nol. life-threalening
situations were left in the honds of Tae.

“You'd call the mamn nomber heeg ol
the station if you could remember i1
recalled Moraga-Onnda Fire Distrial bt
talion chiel Bob Goodyear, who Came 1o
Moriga in 1972, A crew goes ool trained
in sdvanced first aod .., and .nlnng with
thitt commes an ambilmce from some-
where oul there and it lakes 301040 min-

ules to zet hores”

These divys, ambulance response lime
hovers around 10 minules, And before
that, purnmedics ure on scene (o) begin
adrinistering advanced life-saving cane,

“The potieny gews-a high standard of
care immedintely upon the amval of the
first engine, all the way thioagh o the
hospital,” <aid Moraga-Orinda Fire Chiel
Jim Johnsion.

Since the beginning of this vear, the
Moragn-Orindn Fire District hos  been
able to respond to emergency medical sit-
uetions with a puramedic on every engine

~ 24 hours a day. Providing this service

one year ahead of schedule, the district is°

thie first entity in the county (o supply
paramedic service at this level,

Morngs resident Jennifer Schooyer
lcamed first-hand that response time s
vital in dn emergency sitution,

“Whin the paramedics gol o our
home, they could not find my blaod pres-
sure nd my pulse wos very wenk,” she

wrole in i recent letier (o Moragh-Orinda
purdmedics. “They rushed me to/the hos-
pital, ‘where | had emerpency surgery
within' 10 minutes of my artival. As
thanked ihe doctors for saving my life,
they explained without the quick-think-
ing and acting of these men, [ would have
died.”

Muomga-Orinda hired four additional
paramedics in order o accommodate 11s
new level of service. Local 1230 repre-
sentatives worked with district manage-
ment 1o come up with & plin that would
enahle the extr saffing.

With an dvernge level of 22 yeurs'
experience, the district’s paramedics
Engape in quarterly partner trmining with
emergency medical technicians (EMTs),
periodic technical training and & wide
variely of quality assessment reviews.

“This (new progrim) expokes more
mediés o being first responders.” said
Mancy Daniel, the disirict’s quality nssis-
gnce nurse. Those medics gel o use

their skills frequentlv:®

Through' o pilot program of Contra
Cestn ' Conty Consolidated Fire Distnet,
emeroeney’ medical calls in Lnfuyetie
hove received immedinte  purumedic
response for the past year

*The parmmedic progron) s some-
thing that is unanimously supported by
people and is something people sre will-
ing o pay for,”™ suld coumty Sdpervisor
Gayle Uilkemy of Lafayere. “1 hope that
Courity Firg can move us quickly and
swiltly s Momga-Orindn hos.™

Fight of the county”s 30 engines have
purumedics on board, Howeyer, doe 1o
Lafayette’s lower call volime, bne piiri-
medic responds to every medical call out
ol the three stations within city limits.
Paramedies with Ametican Medical
Response then mrive with 'an ambulinee
1o transport the patient.

“Tt%s u real leam effort — we get there

See PARAMEDICS, Page 2

PARAMEDICS

FROM PAGE 1

imitially amd do what we do, then they amive and
lake over,” said county paramedic Chris Allen,

The district is conducting a Teasibility study
Ly see if this service could be expanded county-
wide,

“The goal is to get paramedics on-scene with-
in the first five minutes of a call ond do it within
the eonfines of our budget,” said Steve Maiero,
county chiel of emergeney seérvices,

According to Allen, the Lafayette-based pars-
medie fuces different challenges than personnel
based on engite companies or in o ambalance.

Diriving # separaie vehicle bosed out of the
Mount Diablo Boulevard station; Allen nmust
negotinte his own' way 10 g call

“First of all, | can't think shout the patient, |
have to think about how do | get there,” he said,

Typically the first paramedic w0 arrive on
scene, be may have o make immediole nssess-
ments on his own. However, Allen works with
personnel responding on the engine, trained as
emergency medical technicians, (o create a fluid
lewmi ppproach,

"People don't come with a label on their fore-
heads.” Allen said. “Very seldom does 4 person
Just have ocardioc problem. Oftentimes, its dil-
ficult Rguring owl what's going on right now with
this patient. ... We have 1o funnel all this infor-
malion into one dizgnosis.”

Despite: such- challenges, Allen emphastzes
that & paramedic’s most important role (s to be
there for the paten,

“¥ou see them at thetr worst, for the most

’ ! STEVE BABULIAK /SUN
Lafayette paramedic Chris Allen drives to a 911 call of a man with chest pains in Lafayette
on Saturday, He and three other crew members from the Lafayette Fire Department were
the first on the scene, followed by an ambulance from American Medical Response.

part,” he snid, “We need o support them emo-
tionally. One of the things | try to do is be honest
with peaple. .., A lot of it 15 how you present your-
selll It"s about understanding their situation.”

I~k -Cnc
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It’s getting safer hereabouts

MORAGA-ORINDA DISTRICT IS FIRED
UP: Jim Johnstan, Moraga-Orinda fire chief (he
has degrees in fire s¢ience, political science and
law from Santa Clara) told Moraga Rotirians the
district is 63 miles square, with a population of
AL000, That's a lot to watch, but Jim pointed out
the fire stations are racking up a five- to six-
minute response Limes (o any stiuation. 1t is the
first and only department in the county to have a
certified paramedic on duty with each engine com-
pany. Each station is “manned” by three persons,
24 hours, on three-day rotnting shifts. With women
now in most departments, the sleeping arrange-
ments consist of three separate bedrooms with pri-
vate facilities and two beds, to allow any arrange-
ment of personnel, with the extra bed made up by
the incoming frefighter.

I had thought that as a fefvent supporter of
equalily of the sexes, 1'd have 1o give up in this
one case: Surely a slight woman could not compete
with 4 large strong man in, say, rescuing heavy
injured, endungered folks, But Jim threw that
impression out the window fasl. “We have strin-
gent standards physically as well as academically,”
he said, “T've conducted physical tests wherein
someone 6-2, weighing 200 pounds, could not
compete with a 5-5, 120-pound contender.” Such
experl coordination in a smaller person may be the
result of more emphasis on women's sports during
the last two decades, he adjudges, _

GOOD NEWS anent the recent spate of car-

LTHEN SEIRART

Maraga-Orinda Fire District officials (L to R) Gordon Nathan, director: Fire Chiel Jim
lohnston; Pete Wilson, president; Peter Scurr, vice president; and John Wyro, direc-
ter, at the unveiling of the new paramedic fire engine

Paramedics Now on All Fire Engines |

miedics in Contra Costa County 1o be
able to wse n [2-lead EKG with the
LIFE-PAC 12 in the field and to:fax
the results by cell phone to the emer-
gency room doctor and/on cardivlogist, |
Fire Chief Jim Johnston said, “Becase

of this new technology, the citizens of
MOFD are assured the highest level of
pre-hospital care and advanced life
support.”

inee Janunry 1. all Moruga-Orinda

Fire District (MOFD) engines have
been staffed with one paramedic per
company,. The paramedic has a special
compartment on the fire engine for all
the necessury eguipment, including
medications ond o LIFE-PAC 12,
which {5 n combination heart manitor
and defibrillator

MOFD paramedics are the first para-

6 — Contra Costa Sun
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Residents join board
of new health group

By Emilie Karrick tion 1o IHI‘.'M:IH: One, a non-profit diac arrests that have attacked prominent Orindjns,
STAFF WRITER ¥ = t'i:lumJ.l:ltn._'rn that ruises money for such as the late Dr. Gale Whiting and suffering
- paramedic servicés in Morea and veteran volunteer leader Del Loper. Besides on the

Big giver: Proving to have a
big heart, local “Big Guy™ John
Cullen recently donated the 51,000
he was given by Rochester Big
and Tall to the Rescue One Foun-
dition

Cullen, an Orinda resident, was
recognized through the San Fran-
clsco-based clothing store’s “Big
Guys are Good Cuys” program,
which awards boe recipient per
market a $500 gift-cerificule and o
$1.000 donation 10 his favorie
chanty. Cullen was nominated as
the local “Big Guy" by a friend for
being an important part of'his coni-
munity. He chose 1o give his dona-

‘Orinda, because he believes they

support & valuahle usser
"Paramedics are something that
we all have 1o call on one duy,”
Cullen said. “Most people don't
know that they need funding.”
For more information dabout
Kescue One; cnll 376-8171.,

LA

firetrucks, Jim says all the police cars in the dis-
trict now carry computerized defibrillators, with
every officer trained Lo use them. “We hope even-
tually 1o place these life-saving devices at, for
instance, the community centers and golf courses,”
Jim advises, Now thar'’s progress,



MoragaOrinda Fire District engineer-paramedic Mark Watson trades a high-five for a flashlight with Rheem School secondgrader Arjun

Madra during a fire safety talk at the Moraga school last month.

“.“M'Ir-*‘-}.ﬂ ;.ﬂ mﬂt ":‘:, C. lf.[‘zrt—-—"‘

THEY'RE FIRED-UP GOLFERS: They Il tee off
for Rescue One Foundation, and they”ve already nused
close to $6,000 for the Moraga:Orinda Fire District’s
paramedics and ambulances with state-of-the-an equip-
ment that get help where it nedded for emergencies
within those crucial first few minotes. Morga Country
Club golfers, both men mnd women, will vie for the
Moraga Cup this Saturday, May 6, in their first annual
philanthropic toumament with all proceeds 1o go to the
foundation, reports Moraga's Sally Duval.

Now that's & great drive to pul funds in 2 good place,

i you'll pardon the pun.

Contra Coota Sun  7-3-2001

ﬂ' R READERS Say

A community thank you note

As the year comes 1o a close and my tenure on the
Moraga-Orindn Fire District Board of Diroctors ends, |
am drawn o reflect on ol thulb*s happened w our com-
mumity i u result of effortsoon behalf of the district.

[ want 10 thank the community, those who have been
cngaged in the district, attending meetings, raising
funds and awareness and, most importantly, the men
and women of the Momga-Orinda Fire District who
have served vs so well,

We have uchieved so much in 3 172 short years.
Moraga has an improved phmmn:[u: service and Ornda
now has a paramedic u:ﬂ.h: that cid not exist in 1997,
And both communities have become one when it comes
1o fire protechion and emergency medical care,

In the pew year, each of us should pledae o give
something back to the community — be it a book for the
library, time at our schools, sttendance st a local agency
meeting (o share your thoughts or serving an one of the
many hoards and commissions that make our communi-
Ly work 10 be the special place we call our home, By
giving a litile, you receive so much,

We are blessed, | feel particularly so and wanied (o
sty thank you for the opportunity 1o serve.

John Wyrae, Orinda
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Moraga-Orinda Fire District

April 15, 2000

From 9:00 a.m. fo 12:00 p.m.

Spring Open House

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District is having o spring open house at

33 Orindo Way on Saturday April 15 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
The theme for this event is “Disaster Preparedness”

Everyone is welcome to tour the fire station, sit in the fire engine

and talk to the firefighters and firefighter paramedics.

Bring your fomilies disoster plon or your home fire evoruation plon and get o prizel

Highlights

# Rescoe One Foundation

# Personul Property Fire Waoter Pamp
demonstrotion

# Ged your bload pressure taken

# Locol vendors and agencies

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

33 Orindo Woy
(rindo, CA #4563

Phone (Y25) 7574599
Fax: (725) 2594595
web site: www.mofd.org
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Two seats available on fire board

Two seats will be available on the M

oraga-Ordn.

da Fire District board in the November election.
John Wyro of Division § — everything north of
Highway 24 in Orinda — cannot run again becayse

incumbent.

Contra Costa Sun 7-12-2000

information,

he moved out of the division. Ben Ho of Division 2
— north/east Moraga — has suid he will run 45 an

The filing period for applications o
July 17, and closes ﬁiﬁaﬂ@. i

Citizens must reside in Division § or Division 2
to be cligible to run for the board, which controls
pahicy for the Moraga-Orinda Fire District. The
board meets every third Wednesday of the month.
Each term is four years,

This i5 the first election since the joint district
was farmed in 1997, Pete Wilson of Division 3,
Peter Scurr of Division 4 and Gordon Nathan of
Division 1 will continue on the board next year.

Tl:! file for candidacy, go 1o the district office al
33 Orinda Way in Orinda or call 258-4599 for more

Wednesday, Jily 26, 2000

| Fﬁg
Contra Costa

issue.
. Fullowing further research, the
-'ﬁ*ﬂﬁmﬂfﬂm_&.poﬂq;ﬁ.mu'ﬂﬁ
|| _ i

1o name the new Moraga fire station
— 1o be built ‘on Moraga
w — after Mike Cory, Mor-
aga’s first mayor and # former mem-
ber of the Moraga Fire District board
(before it was consolidated with
Orinda),
~ "He was well-liked by the
| district, staff and com
large,” Nothan said. “It would
honar (0 Mike and his family —
remembrance of his civie duties,™
Board members believed, howey
naming & fire station after & commu-
nity member, they would have 1 cre-
o d process,
| “1 like the idea of rememnbering
community,” said board member
John Wyro, “But 1 think it is impor-
tant to have a procedure to go shour
domng this, including outreach 1o the
5 i .
Wyro added that perhaps there
were residents who wanted 16 nomi-

nitle someone 1o be honored.

",

Other board members did not
the idca of paming ﬁfcmﬁﬂnigﬁﬁ
people and suggested alternatives,
’“-‘-F‘m“"t‘i”‘""“ﬁ””"““

e K¢ o homor
Cory, bt ot in this . i b
member Peter Scurr. “We refer to fire
stations by theic number. | am not in
favor of maming fire stations after

anyhody.

 District counsel William Ross is
researching specific policies regard-
Nathan mentioned that 1 prece-
dence exists, since Orinda has named
Fooms in the memory of individuals
who have contributed significantly 1o

the district.
. Board ident Pete Wilson,
iy IR ‘.{-.‘? e o n ] _. con=
tribution to this new district — that is

| extremely important.”

e e et on 0 sy tht b id o
see the merit i naming a station afie:
a former board member, o

“This honor should be rescrved (o
the staff, the firefighter — these are
the peaple whose lives are on the line
and are using these houses,” Wilson

s,

Moraga resident Richand Olson
pointed put that pechaps the town of
Maraga was thinking of naming the
praposed Town Center afier their first
mayor,

Town manager Karen Stein said
thit while there has been discussion
about naming something after Cory,

Moraga firehouse building starts

W Cost of the new structure,

which is expected to be
finished in June, has climbed
10 $2 million

By Jokelson
TIMES STAFF WRITER
MORAGA — Construction is
scheduled to begin Tuesday on a
long-awaited Moraga firehouse
whose price tag has climbed to
nearly $2 million.

“We're paving more for the con-
struction, but we're finally off and
running, so 1 think that part of it is
super,” said Pete Wilson, president of
the Morags-Orinda Fire District

The district had budgeted almost

$1.7 million for the project, based on
& consultant's estimate.

~ But when it opened seven com-
panies’ bids for the construction con-
tract, the lowest was $1.95 million
by Sierra Bay Construction. The next
two lowest bids were within $75,000
of Sierra Bay's offer,

“The fact that we had three bids
50 close just confirmed that that's
what the market is,” said board
member John Wyro, i

If the board had rejected all bids,
new anes probably would have been
higher because of the beoming econ-
omy and the plethora of work that
contractors have, Wyro said,

Fire Chief Jim Johnston said he
expects construction to finish in June
and that ers can move in by
the end of that month.

The contract gives Sierra Bay 280
days from the board's Aug. 16 award
to complete constroction. The con-
tract amount payable to Sierra Bay
drops $1,000 a day for every day be-
yond 280, Johnston said.

Because of the firehouse's in-
creased cost, the board temporarily
deferred a $258 000 purchase of two
engines that would be used to help
fight wildland fires.

The district will erect the one-story,
6,8 15-square-foot firehouse on a L7
acre Mo Road site, near Lucas
Drive, that it bought for $475,000.
Firefighters will be able to drive in
and out without having to back up.

The firehouse will replace a
Rheem Boulevard station that has
been plagued by mold, dampness and
other problems. Firefighters moved

out of the Rheem firehouse in 1998
&8 o health precaution and live in a
portable structure on the site.

The district will use about 1.4
acres of the Morage Road site and
hopes to sell the other three-tenths

FIRE CHIEF JIM JOHNSTON expects constructian to
and that firefighters can move in by the end of that month,

finish in J

of an acre, Wyro said. It also inte
to sell the Rheem property.

Andy Jokelson covers L
Reach him at 925-943-8379 or



James .J. Johnston Maoraga-Orinda Fire District Phone; (825) 258-4599
Fire Chief 33 Orinda Way Fax: (925) 258-4505
Orinda, CA 94563

August 25, 2000

Ms. Jane Reiff
703 Moraga Rd.
Moraga, CA 94556

Dear Ms. Reiff:

On behalf of the Board of Directors, | am pleased to invite you to the ceremonial
groundbreaking ceremonies for the new Station 42,

Tuesday, August 29"
10 am
555 Moraga Road (construction site)

Construction of our new facility, which begins on Tuesday, September 5", marks the
culmination of a thorough planning process that incorporated the collective vision of our
Board and the public we serve. You were an important part of that process and we would
be honored if you could join us as we start the final phase of the project, construction of
the building, related site work, landscaping and off-site improvements. Without the
insight you and others provided, we would not be where we are today — an acknowledged
provider of the highest level of emergency and public service for the communities we
serve.

I hope you will be able to join us on Tuesday and | look forward to seeing you there.
Sincerely,

I aoa A | I : II;. ' A \,ru_f
(gl pthe T

.lamd:g 1. Jo h.llstqn'l
Fire Chief



Local clergy volunteer to
help during emergencies

By Meera Pal
STAFF WRITER
S Bob Cox remembers many times comforing i
= wife who had just discovered her hushand dead in
o the buthroom. He would stay s long ds he could,
et but evenpally the parumedic wam needed to
o leave
i "I always saddened me o leave a grieving
o widow with the pulice and the coroners on the
~  wiy," suid the cuptain and paramedic for the Mor-
o  aga-Ornda Fire District.
ey Starting this week. staff of the fire district will
be able 1o call a local clergyman in tmes of dis-
g tress. Whether it be ot an emergency scene or for
o themselves, the personnel will hitve access to four
local clergyman who will he on-call 24 hours 4
8 duy, seven days o wesk.
. ¢ “When you're shaken lo vour roots by your
o loss, you kind of grab for your faith,” said Cox,
3 When he was first approached by fire chief
«  Jim Johnston about the chaplain program, Cox
g said he was eager 10 lake on the project.
) "It"s right up my alley — "m really into com-

miunity service,” Cox said.

Johnston said be had seen the benelits of a
chaplain program in other districts. such as San
Riamon and Fremont.

“It is a real positive service that is going to be
available o the community,” Johnston said. “Tr is

justone more thing 1o add o the excellent service
that the fire distiet provides.”

Before the mitiation of the district’s chaplain
prograr, lire crews depended on the Walnut
Creek Police Department's Trauma [ntervention
Linit lor trauma support and counseling. Cox said
that while that program is top-rale, he agreed with
Johnston that members of the community muy
feel more comfortable speaking with other com-
ity members: a5 well 0 a clergvmin,

Cox-said he tried w gather volunteers from
most of the mainstream religions. He enlisted the
aid of Father Declitn Beane of Saint Monica's
Catholic Church wm Moragz, Rabbi Roberto
Giraetz of Temple Tsainh in Lafayette, the Rey.
Frank Baldwin of Orinda Community Church and
the Rev. Jim Rueh of Mormga Valley Preshyterian
Church. Each of the men has been given n puger,
ensuring they are rebchable at any time,

“This corps muy be expunded as different reli-
ghous pecds become known to the fire distrier,” i
stated in the overview of the program,

But Deane pointed owt that he will counsel
anyane in need, not just members of the Catholic
faith, "It"s not only Catholics who need a helping
hand and o warm smile al times,” he <aid,

All the men were enthusiastic about joining
the voluntesr chaplain program.

See CHAPLAIN, Page 2

BEE B s m e g e S B B SRS

CHAPLAIN

FROM PAGE 1

“Firemen bave always been my
heroes,” Baldwin said: “l wos
delighted 10 be able to return a favor
— they do so much for the eommu-
nity.”

While Graetz admitted that o
first he was hesiiunt because of thi
possibility of being called ai any time
of day or night, the thought of help-
mg stuneone through an emergency
changed hix mind,

“Offering a prayer when they ure
facing ‘despair can’ be helpful,” he
sad

Haldwin pointed out that partici-
pating in the chiplain program is not
unlike what he does on 4 repolar
basls.

“I'm on-call 24 hours anyway os
 pastor,” he said. “There are times
when ourwnique role will fit in'well.”

Cox 15 instrpcting the staff abou
when touse the pagers. He noted that
if personnel feel the sHuntion i an
immediale emergendcy, they can page
ope of the volunteers and punch in
911 — indicating an urgency (o the
call,

In order to ehsure thear speed. all
the chaplains: were also given sireel
maps. district identification cards and
busingss carcds, along wilh the Feder-

. MORAGA-ORINDA Il
§ FIRE DISTRICT
STATION 41

HRFSTOPHER SRINNER /STAFF

Father Declan Deane of Saint Monica's, left, and the Rev. Frank Baldwin of Orinda Community Church
will be among the four volunteers working with Capt. Bob Cox, right, for the new chaplain program.

il Emerpency Munogemient Agency s
*Afer the Fire™ brochures,

The participanis have said thit
thiey see their role us one of listening
and giving any spiriea) comion tha
they can.

In addition 10 offering solace o

locil residents i times of need, the
chiaplains will also be available (o the
district’s personnel during silualions
when they may need comforting.
explained Johnston

"Firefighters are people; too, If
they have any particular situations,

thisy can sée a chapladn,” he suid.

“Fishing a baby out of § swim-
ming pool or trying 10 Gomfor some-
one who has lost (heir Spouse; —
there s a remendous ameounk of
stress for Arefighters.” said Bald-
win

—————




The Moraga-Orinda  Fire
Distriet board adopted the final
budget for fiscal year 2000-01 at
last week's board meeting,

Revenues for the operating
budget for the coming year will
exceed  expenditures by
$40,436. The budget includes
S239.000 set aside for contin-

Fire board approves
budget with surplus

the finance subcommitlee.

The need for revisions arose
in July, when bids [or the con-
struction of Station 42 returned
higher than originally estimated.
The construction was bid at a
cout of $258, isher than the
estimate. Al that tme, the board
requested that the long-range
plan be re-evaluuted and npdai-
ed.

The commitiee returned with

sencies, o severnl suggestions and made
The final budget incorporat-  the following modifications;
ed modifications 1o sularies and *+ Increased the projected

waoges for members of Local
1230, members of Local 27000,
thee battalion chiels; the fire mar-
shull, the administrative assis-
tant and the fire chief.

An expense of §7.500 for
fire station  aspproisals  and
£30,000) for elections: had been
udded w admimstrative costs, as

replacement cost of the other
twin fire stations o S2.5 million
each, _

« Invreased the upgrade costs
required o Station 41 and Sta-
tion 41 administration 1o $2.5
million.

= lngreased the projecied
inflation from 3.5 percent to 5

well, percent per year lor [acility
The actual [999-00 budget costs,
was alen updated, indicating that o Created o year (2002-03)

the actual revenues for fiscal
1999-00 exceeded the octunl
expendifures by o met of
§590.420. The cxpenditures
were under hudget largely due to
sulary savings, discount for pre-
pavment of retirement contribu-
tions and applied savings lo
workers compensation insur-
ance premiums. Additionally,
the actoal property tax revenues
exceed the budgel projections
by 324,760,

Also al last Wednesduy's
meeting. the board approved
revisions o the long-range
financial plan, as presented by

when no construction would
occur and the capital  peserve
wounld increase.

¢ Updated the actual rev-
enues received from 1999-2006),

= Increased propery lax pro-
jections from 3.75 percent 19 4
percent. Actudl increases for
1998-99 and 1999-00 were
approximately 7.1 percent.

= Updated ' the apparatus
replacement schedule <o thal a
minimam of 15 vears of firsi-
line servide is dchieved for all
Type I engines.

+ Updated the nctual cost for
the two Type Il engines.

UNS TFPOD TAFUOD
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Woman praised for saving a life

By Meera Pal

STAFF WIITEN
JoAnna Green has always

taken to heart the Golden Rule,
“Do unfo others as you would
have them do unio you." Two
weeks ago, she put that doctrine
intw action when she saved the life
of & 1 12-year-old Lamorinda girl,
who had been choking on a piece
of hard candy at & local store,

*I hope and pray to God that
someone would do the saume for
me and my children,” Green said
at a recent Morage-Orinda Fire
Board meeting, where she was
presented with a certificate of
appreciation for being @ good
Samaritan,

Ll

: AFISTOPHER SS0MNERGTAFF
MORAGA-ORINDA FIRE CHIEF JIM JOHNSTON congratulates
JoAnna Greene for her quick-thinking efforts.
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i Invites you to our open house. \

October 7th starting with:
7:00-10:00am Pancake breakfast
11:00-12:00 Water Tower demonstration
1:00-2:00pm Auto Extrication demonstration

Other activities include: appearances from Smokey

the Bear, Sparky, Squirt, Rescue One. Also
demonstrations on fire prevention.
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Berens, Gottfried vie
for seat on fire board

By Meera Pal
STAF, WRITER

Two Onnda neighbors arc
running for the one available scat
on the Moragu-Crinda Fire Dis-
trict Board this year:

Eogene Gonfried and Robin
Berens are vecking the seat repre-
senting Division 5, the area of
Ormda north of Highway 24.
Current Elivision 5 board mem-
ber John Wyro walked onto (he
board in' |97 because he ran
umopposied. Since then, however,
he has moved out of the distnct’s
borders:

This year marks the district’s
first ‘(bourd election since its
incorpocation in 1997, when vot-
ers passed the umification by an
BD percent majority. The district
is governed by live elecied direc-
tors in five zones — two in Mor-
uga, fwor i Onindi, with the other

zone in Orinda; Moraga and
Canyon,

Coming into its third year as
an imtegraled distoict, the board
continues 1o face difficult fiscal
and service decisions, as well as
striving 1o ereate o cohesive dis-
il

Gotifried belicves the distnct
s done & pood job of ¢reating a
cohesive goverming hody  from
the two separate districts. “A
tremendous effort has  been
placed on moking the services
equitable and uniform,” he said.

Berens savs the public needs
1o b e aware of the district’s
actions in order o betier under-
stund the available services. He
argues that the board needs 10
mike mectings more accessihle
1o the public by mecting in & Larg-
or room and sltermating between
Orinila and Moragn,

See FIRE, Page 2




FiIRE

Gottfried says wo many residents believe

FROM PAGE 1

hhmpsmmmmpermtn&lndhﬁwm_ Amanca :

i fact, the district has done 4 great job of shar
the services and experience of personnel.

Both men say they are determined 1o govern
the district in a fiscally sound manner.

When asked ubout the administeation consist-
ing of six highly paid officials, Gottfried notes
that sdministrutive salaries arc determined by
market forees. “You get what you pay for. We

need people who are intelligent, expericnced ond

effective,” he says. While Berens was initinlly
concerned about the high salaries, he also notes
that the district must be competitive in onder to
attract top-notch employees.

One of the most important issues facing the
district since inception has been the lack of woter
flow in Orinda. While the Fire Safety Commitiee
— made up of representatives of the East Bay
Municipal Utility District, the fire district and the
ity of Orinda — has been working 1o address the
lack of water pressure, the fire board will need 1o
détermine the financial obligations fur the com-
mitice’s suggestions.

Berens says that the majority of the expense
should be bome by EBMUD, at 60 percent,
because their pipes should have a usefulness of 75
o 100 years. He advocates raising the remainder
afthe money through a citywide bond.

. “Nincty percent of Orinda is a very high fire
seventy Zone, 5o we haye & mutoal problem,” be
siys. A fire in the newer places can come from
the older places.”

+- Gotfried agrees that EBMUD should take

s

UCSF Departmert of

Laboratory
mmwm
mmm
tified in imtemal medk-
mmmm
Background: Treasures,
mmw
nmmurﬂmﬁwﬁn
Support Team; Orinda

emergency coordinator

for RACES/ARES; estab-
lished Upper EI Toyonal

WWL

much more ibility mﬂu they have been
willing 1o, but he helieves the remaining amount
should be generated through an assessment dis-
trict because it is o quicker way 1o levy a tax.
The two candidates also have different opin-
ions on another tux issue — the fire-{low tax. The
aumount is corrently set ot different levels for
Orindit and Moraga, but the revenue is combined
al the district. _ J
Gotifried helieves the district has been work-
ing hard 10 ereate & cohesive district, which has
been nided by the revenue generated by the fire-
flow tax. He says the perceplion is that Moraga is
better off than Orinda, despite the fact that both
arens are in need of facilites renovations,
”Thm:iuhulmbﬂnuﬂhlmmmin
da. Citizens are much closer than before,” he says.
Berens, on the other hand, says the revenue

should not be combined “The accounting was-

supposed 1o be kept segregated. | am quite con-
cerned about that,” he says. T
If elected, Berens” goal is “1o maintain excel-

e - '—

Berens hopes to expand

awareness of fire district

By Meera Pal
STAFF WRITER

Newly elected Moraga-Orinda  tion.

Orinds, a5 well as urging
agency collaboration to remedy
Orinda’s inadequate water distribu-

mter-

Firc District Director Robin Berens
hopes to encourage and improve
communication between the district
and the public once he takes his seat
on the board a1 the Dec. 20 meeting.

“People don't understand how
Moraga-
Crinda Fire
is construct-
cd. They
don't under-
stand whom
we  answer
to and whal
our  duties
are;”  Be-
rens says.

He re-
places John
Wyra, who
moved out
of Division 5, the area of Orinda
north of Highway 24,

Berens won the clection with
51.6 percent of the votes, while
opponent Eugene Goltfried received
48.3 percent of the yotes,

Gottfried did not return phane
calls by press time. During his cam-
paign, hé vowed to improve fire pro-
tection and paramedic services in

In a campaign that saw 53 per-
cent of Berens' signs iom down or
destroyed, Berens is happy with the
oulcome. He hopes to take the vol-
unteer position and serve all resi-
dents in Division 5, as well as Onn-
da. He has plans to try 1o institute a
Neighborhood  Watch  program
mﬂncuy.mlm*lnlh: El Toy-
onal organization that he now heads,

He also wunts to hear from the
smaller segments of Orinda’s neigh-
harhoods,

“1 wanl 1o hove arca representi-
tives who will come 1o an occasion-
al meeting and discuss their con-
cemns,” he suys.

But his priority will continue 1o
be increasing public awarcness
about the districl. He hopes 1o even-
tally move the meetings 10.a larger
venue to accommodate more of the
public, and he says he will look into
rotating the mectings between Orin-
dn and Moraga.

The Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict Board meets at 7 tonight af the
Fire Station ar 1280 Moraga Way,
There will be a special presentation
for outgoing Birector Joln Were,

r_ﬂ
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lence of service while at the same time praclicing
fiscal restraint.”

Gottfried says his top priorities will be 1o
improve fire flow, madways and access {or safety
personnel as well us reduction of foel loads, “A
collaborative approach is important,” he says.

While the two men have similar goals, they
say their approaches are different,

“My opponent and [ are neighbors. We have
been associnles for many years, Our concems arg
very similar, What we will bring to the bourd is
very different approaches,” says Gotlfried “T have
spent a lifetime in academics pegotinting with
doctors, departments, administrators. We put out
fires of a different nature.”

Berens explains that he will bring o mare
technical approach to the board, having worked
with the technical, as well 45 the administrative
and fiscal aspecis of his own company.

“I'm used to having 10 control expenses in
order 1o pay staff and make o profit,” Berens says.

Vote Gottfried for M-O fire board

L am writing 10 ask readers 1o vote for Eugene Gol-
tfried for the Murugnv(hﬂid.u Fire District Board, As a
local attorney, appointed member of & countywide
committee and a neighbor who lives between the two
candidates; | offer the I'ultnwmﬁ nhservations;

|. Gene Gottfried established the Upper El Toyon-
al Neighbor Watch Program in 1987, From there, Gene
went on to betome even more involyed in fire and res-
cue work with the fire'district and the city of Orinda.

L Gene enjoys a fine reputation with governmenl
ngencies, like the fire board and the city, in addition w
the Neighborbood Watoh and other community groups,
ond with g fellow citizens and neighbors, IF elected, 1
believe that Gene, rather than divide or antagonize any
segment of the community, will continue to work 10
bring the communmity together to reach consensus,

3. By experience and temperument. Gene has the
ahility 1o work well with, and o lead, diverse individ-
uals with competing constituents, If Gene s elécted,
not only will Orinda’s voice be heard on the fire board,
but Gene will be able to cooperate with other members
of the board so that actual concrete goals con be
secomplished.

Gene Gottfried has not solicited my endorsement,
but I give it to him here, and recommend that vour
readers vole for him.

Victoriza Robinson Smith, Orinda
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Berens is best for |

M-O Fire Board

orth Onnda residents are lucky to have two
Nkmw}adgcnblc candidoles runming for the seat

on the Mormga-Orinda Fire District board. Their
hackgrounds and lists of community invelyement arc
impressive, _ ‘

Eugene Gottfried has long been an advoeate for dis-
aster preparedness and established the Upper El Toyon-
al Neighborhood Wateh program in 1987, That work led
to his involvement in emergency communications for
the fire district and the eity of Orinda, He has also been
trezsurer of the Rescue One Foundation.

Robin Beréns became involved in the El Toyonal
Neighborhood Watch during the Oukland Hills Fire and
ok over as the program’s coordinator after Gottfried
moved on 1o communications. Berens also has served on
Orindy's Disaster Preparedness Commitice and the fire
district’s Fire Safe Citizens Committee. And in the "80s,
he began a [4-year crusade that resulted in the replace-
ment o the uging Bl Toyonal emergency aceess bridge.

Bath ure pussinnate in their resolve to move forward
an the replacement of the inadeguate water pipes for fire
flaw in the El Toyonal arca.

However, in individual discussions with the two
condidates, one gets the impression that Berens has a
stronger head of steam and is willing w push long and
hord 1o achieve a successiul solution. Perbaps he will
bring the spark needed to bring the years-long discus-

sion dnto the next phise — construction,

i

o

for seat
e

Two Orinda neighbors are

runnang for the one available seal

on the Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
rict Board this year.

Eugene Gottlried and Robin
Berens are seeking the seal repre-
senting Division 5, the ares of
Orinda north of Highway 24,
Current Division 5 board mem-
ber John Wyro walked onto the
board in 1997 becuuse he ran
unopposed, Since then, however,
I has moved out of the district's
borders.,.

This year marks the district’s
firdl board election since its
incorporation in 1997, when vot-

B0 pervent majority. The district

is governed by five elected direc-
tacs in five zones — two in Mor-
aga. twa in Orinda, with the other

rens, Gottfried vie
fire board

zone in Orinda, Moraga and
Canyon.

Coming into its third year as
an integrated district, the boand
continues to face difficult fiscal
and service decisions, as well as
striving o creale o cohesive dis-

Gottfried believes the districe
has done a good job of creating &
cohesive governing body from
the two sep districts. “A
tremendons  effort has  been
placed on making ithe services
equitable and ymform,” he said.

Berens says the public needs
to be more aware of the district’s
actions in order 1o better under-
stund the availnble services. He
urpues that the board peeds 1o
make meetings more accessible
i the public by meeting in a larg-
er rooin and alternating berween
Orinda and Moraga.

See FIRE, Page 2

An important EBMUD meeting

It is with deep regret that | muslin{un?ullnfyuu
that the East Bay Municipal Utilities District staff and
officials from the Orinda Fire Safety Efmmlm are
unywilling to aceépt or acknowledge anything mare than
s minimal contribution to the Orinda water pipe prob-
lem. :

Civer the past several months, represcniatives from
the Orinda City Council, the Moragu-Orinda Fire Dis-
wrict Board of Directors and staff have been advancing i
very rational and reasonable approach to the problem.
Our “community” proposal suggests _l.h:u. o eredit
dmount based on the ﬁi:lt}:l:ﬂu age of the lzpcx ﬁ‘l:nuld bt

ied 1o the total cost pipe replacement.
wThis concept is based on the fact that under norml
uge, wear and deterioration, EBMUD would :vanjuall.y
have 10 replace all of these pipes on its own. Our “com-
munity” goal to chieye an upgraded fire flow simply
accelerates what would otherwise be the normal
replucement of EBMUD pipelines. _

As applied, if an existing EBMUD pipe 1 75 years
old and nearing the end of its useful life. then EBMUD
should hurden the majority of the replacement cost.
Likewjse. if a pipe had just recently been installed by
EBMLID, then the citizens of Orinda would shoulder
most of the cast, since the pipe still had o long useful

See LETTERS, Page 5
Contra Céeta Sun 1-3-2001

LETTERS
: FROM PAGE 4

life. This type of business depreciotion model mikes
economic sense amd it 1 fur

Since it is EBMUD's policy o replace worn-out
pipes considering the current fire flow stanclards of the
community, in theory if we were willing o wait fong
enough, EBMUD would eventually replace all of the
pipes that have been 4 problem here.

OF course, With the threat of wildlundfinterface fires
facing this community, & waiting approach would not be
the best strategy.

Several attempts have been made 10 get the Orinda
Fire Safety Commitiee together to discuss the pros and
cons of this proposal, or even to present to the public a
position that these three agencies have taken a stand o
“agree 1o disagree.” EBMUD has refused (o agree o 4
meeting date for the Orinda Fire Safety Committee.

The EBMUD Board of Direotord has, however, set
on its Jan 9 sgenda o possible policy adoption thu
would fimit the amount of EBMUD contributions to any
pipeline improvements. This is based on asel of findings:
lound th the Rockridze aren of Oakland.

Rockridge is not Onnda and the circumstances that
are present in thes community should be considered on
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As part of an
review, the Orinda

aeut and cm of Han]thm
Consulting Associates. The fire
‘district  approached Hancock
because she has 12 years of expe-
rience in the development and
operations of health-care pro-

' Most ambulance serviees hill
M]lﬂl,:h who 1hm: submit claims
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Fire safety tips for the holidays

The staff of the Mornga-Orinda

Fire District hopes that everyone's

thoughts are wlso on holiday safety
during the coming weeks, Here are 4
few tips 1o keep your holiday joy-
buk;

* Have operating smoke detec-
tors in your home. It is important to
have o detector on each floor and in

the hallway leading 1o the sleeping

rooms. If you don’t have a detector,
residents of the fire district may con-
tact the Fire Prevention Division to
receive a free detector and instally-
tio.

« If you dre using o fresh tree for
your decorations, remember o keep
it in n water stand and check the
water daily. Keep your tree ot least 5
feet from heat sources and Keep it
away from your exit.

* Use lights that are UL (Under-
writers Laboratories) listed. Don't

use-light strings that are damaged or
frayed and use only indoor/outdoor
lights outside. _

* Unplug decorative lights when
you are leaving the house or going 1o
bed. :

= Don’t run extension cvords
under carpets, through doorways or
near heaters: Be sure cords: are not
pinched behind or under furniture.

* Keep lighted candles away

from other combustible materials

and ﬂ'-'-‘u_ﬂ use a stable candlchold-
er,

*» Never leave candles or other
open lames unattendid.

* [f you build  fire'in & fircpioce;
use-a fireploce screen; Don®t burn

the Christmas tree or wrapping

paper in a fireplace and never leave
~ For more information, call 258-
43599,

Resident appreciates firefighters

This letter is to express my gratitude apprecia-
ﬁmmwhmﬁuﬂdnmm a1

Between 5 to 6 a.m. on Jan, 16, | detected a strong

smell of fire in my bedroom. My fire alarm went off as
a result.

‘Wiminmmutasutmymﬂ our local

mmmmmmm
fighters are hard to find. | want to.thank them again.

1=14=01 CC Sun Suzanne Feinberg, Orinda
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EBMUD sends pipe
plan to subcommittee

: Orinda’s request to have the
= East Bay Municipal Utility Dhisprict
ncrease its share of the cost of
upgrading water lines for i
ﬁreﬂuwwithinmeﬂ_tywasm
with little action at las week's
EBMUD board meeting
After much comment

staff and Urhim re:;hi:::nb;ﬁ cﬂ{'::
board decided 10 the matter
to the EBMURD planning commit-

The pipeline project, estima
Bt ﬂ:i_ mimﬂﬂ.ww{m upﬂ-;:{:
WalEr service 10 90 percent of the

city by replacing 10,8 miles of nar.
row pipes with larger ones
EBMUD has suggested that the dis.
trict pay $1.26 million, which is
unaceeptable to Orinds,

rates; | } _

“(Hancock) has an excellent
knowledge of the datethat needs tg
be collected,” said Bata lion Chief
Rob Goodyear. *I truly believe that

will help us to achieve the end

I

5
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Orinda water pipe saga continues

vice to 90 percent of the city and

should be more generous with our

cost-sharing,” Foulkes said in an  would replace more than 10 miles
interview. ; of narrow piping.

EBMUD administrators have  Improvem

nadequate water lines Said they are willing to pay $1.26

and share in u': cost of H: thmmmm

: issed at  That contribution is based on a

:ments would provide
the fire district at least 1,000
lons per minute. Most of C 's
hydrants fall between 500 and
1,000 gallons per minute.
An:urﬁng to Miller, EBMUD
million in water system improve-
ments in Orinda over (the past [ive
years, including some pipeline
waork, I @& new storage
reservoir and upgrading the water

regulators.
_ “Regulators are a factor in fire-
flow,” said Miller. “They help
water move more effectively
Orinda-Moraga Fire District
staff members, board directors
ng on EBMUD's deci-
sion, the next step for Orinda and

| the district will be discussed at the
next Orinda Fire Safety Committee.

i
L

282
g%

:
s

H

will meet at 8 am. on Tuesday,
13, at 375 1lth 5L, second floor,
Oakland, For more information call,
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Woman praised for saving a life

By Meera Pal
STAFF WHITER

JoAnna Green has always
taken to heart the Golden Rule,
“Iio unto others as you would
have them do unto yvou." Twao
weeks ago, she put that doctrine
into action when she saved the life
of a | 1/2-year-old Lamarinda girl,
who had been choking on a piece
of hard candy at a local store.

“I hope and pray to God that
someons would do the same for
me and my children,” Green said
at a recent Moraga-Orinda Fire
Board meeting, where she was
presented with a certificate of
apprecidtion for being a good
Samaritan.

LT )

TEDDY BEAR PARADE:
February was Teddy Bear Patrol
manth for seven schools in Contra
Couta County, with Lafayette's
Springhill Elementary, Happy
Valley Elementary and Stanley
Intermediate participating in the
Heart to Heart Drive by collecting
stuffed animals for children in cri-
sis situations.

The Teddy Bear Patrol was
founded by & group of Contra
Costa women (n 1998 to provide
stuffed animals to children
through local police d nis
and 'ﬂ:‘inus social agm The
patrol has donasted more  than
1,000 stuffed animals to the
Oakland Police Department, as
well a5 other social services orga-
nizations, including Shelter, Inc.,
the Rape Crisls Cenier and
American Medical Response.

When police respond to & situa-
tion where a child is upset or
injured, the officer has immedinte
comfort to offer in the form of a
stuffed animal.

The Teddy Bear Patrol invites
schools, youth organizations and
businesses to contact them and
participate in a stulfed animal
drive. Throu March, anyone
wishing to donate a stuffed animal
may drop one off al the Art Room,
50 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette. All
stuffed animals donated must be
new ‘and should have original
1agEs.
For more information on the
Teddy Bear Patral, call 943-6222,
or e-mal Teddybearpatroli
hotmail.com.

e ﬁ-‘—ﬂ

DFHER SKINNERSTAST

MORAGA-ORINDA FIRE CHIEF JIM JDHHSTﬂmcmgrEMImBa
JoAnna Greene for her quick-thinking efforts.

RAYS OF HOPE

AR

MOST HOMORED MAN: Saint
Mary’s College president Brother
Craig Franz presented the col-
lege's highest tribute, the award
naméd to honor its [ounder SL
John the Baptist De La Salle, at
the school's annual convoeation
lust month. The L'Homme de
Foi et de Zele award was pre-
sented to educator and scholar
Brother Hermano Gines of
Caracas, Venezuela, for his exten-
sive contributions fo science, socl-
ology and education in hid ¢oun-

try: .

- Brother Gines is the founder of
23 educational instifutions in
Venezuela, including colleges,
universities, scientific investiga-
tion stations, mussims and socio-
logical centers, In addition, he has
published more than 60 sclentific
publications and in 1992 was
noted as the Most Admired Man
of the Decade by American
Biographical, USA.

During his time in Venezusla,
Gines was awarded nearly 50
prizes, medals and recognitions of
his outstanding contributions 1o
education and discoveries made
during some 28 scientific expedi-
Hions.

=y

SCHDLAHSHIP START-UP
FUNDS: The a  Valley
Kiwanis Club dnrjaI $2,000 to
the Saint Mary's College
women's lacro$se team, in honor
of their coach Diane Whipple.
The team was shocked in late
January by the tragic death of
Whipple. The gift will be used to
start a women's Jacrosse scholar-
ship fund.

About 25 players, with their
coaches Sara Miller and Karen
Landis, expressed gratitude to
club president Ray Horton, contri-
bution chair Walt Barr and to indi-
vidual Kiwanians, The club
received signiffcant revenue from
staffing coneession booths at
Saimt Mary's Eollege athletic
events.

IN HONOR OF A FRIEND: The
2001 c¢lass at Miramonte High
Schoaol is chopsing the bench that
will be placed on the senior lawn
as a memorial 0 senior Will
MNewton, whu- was killed earlier
this year in a car accident. The
class is also trving o arrange o
benefit dance for all grades in
memory of Newton.

La ]

KNIGHTS IN SHINING ARMOR:
Bryan  Inderrieden, Grand
Enight of the Enights of
Columbus Lafayeite Council,
donated $1,515.10 to Sandra




The Moraga-Orinda Fire District and Saint Mary’s College
cordially invite you to the dedication of the District’s
new 97-foot aerial ladder truck

The “Spirit of Saint Mary's”
Please join us, along with members of the Moraga and Orinda communities,
on March 27, 2001, 10:00 a.m.
at Station 41 - 1280 Moraga Way, Moraga
Refreshments will be served

RSVP by calling [925] 2584531 or [925] 258-4525
before March 22

mlﬂmuh the
EJ-PM o} Daint %ﬂ..a
Didication
Mach 27, 2001
10:00 o 12:00
Beactings and Refesshements
§. Fuons, TSC MD.
Prasidant: Petee Deanr,
Fiee Disteict
Official Dedication and Riblion Cubling Coremany

Hing)
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Ambulance plan
could boost staff

Meera Pal Station 41 in Moraga, three at
Byirmvwmm Station 42 in Moraga, three al
Amwmld reveals that the Station 43 in O “three at
Station 44 in andaay.dihrll
Hﬂtuuuniﬁinﬁﬁnd&

! ry revenus

ording to the Moraga-
mpensations. epartment's research,
Currently, the district - the district is one of three in the
ates of @ 17-minimum staffing == @ ——
level, with five personnel at  See AMBULANCE, Page 2

Ambulance %7 roteive payimgnl from 6. il woukh ﬂf;mﬂt

FROM PAGE 1 the fire district would

nsate providers of that people can see there is a May 16 at the Joaquin Moraga
emergency care in the case of strategic plan and how it relates Intermediate Audhnrium, 1010
true emergencies — ambulance towhat we're doing,” said direc- Camino Pablo, Mor For
wﬂmhmmdmbemman— tor Gordon Nathan. more information, call 258-4599
rized as a “true » While there has been no or é-maill Chief Jim Johnston at
Typically, HMO benefits are extreme negative reaction from jjohnston@mofd.org.




By Meera Pal
STAFF WRITER

On a sunny but blustery day last
week, Moraga-Orinda Fire District
paramedic Pete King and firefighter
Alan Mathews maneuversd the dis-
trict’s newest firefighting addition
around -as if they had spent their
entire life atop a §7-foot ladder truck,

“The Spirit of Saint Mary's,” as the
new truck is appropriately named,
was made possible with a $650,000
endowment by the local college.

Because the college is a non-profit
institution, they do not pay property
taxes — thereby excluding them from
paying for fire services.

“It was hasically a goodwill ges
ture. We wanied (o do something for
the community for the (emergency)
services that are provided to us,” said
Clifford Williams, director of media
relations at the college.

While the disirict’s older, 75-foot
ladder truck was diligently doing its
job, Fire Chief Jim Johnston said it
was due to be replaced.

“The current truck is nearing 20
years, with 20-year-old engineering.
It cannot even reach the [ourth floor
dorms at the college," said Johnston.

With a 93-foot, mid-mounted lad-
der and a 4-foot ele-nrahng platform,
the truck will be able to “affect res-
cues that we couldn't have thought
of," said paramedic Chris Klein,

“The new truck has incredible ver-
satility,” said Johnston, “It can easily
reach the upper floors of apartment

%lﬁ Orinda BART platform,

and the new three-story science
building at Saint Mary's.”

During last week's demonstration,
Mathews stepped off the truck and
said of his second ride: “It's like rid-
ing around in a hot air balloon."

Even when extended at roughly 70
feet, the ladder appears capable of
reaching the clouds.

“Primarily, a truck with an aerial
device is designed to get people to a
safe place,” said King.

The process of obiaining the truck
began aboul fwo years ago. The
$T50.000 firelighting machinery was
custom-built to the district’s specifi-

Contzra Coata Sun 4-171-01

RELD HESSSTAFT

PARAMEDIC PETE KING'S IMAGE is reflected in the new ﬁre truck
as he prepares 10 extend the ladder during a training session. |

cations, after test-driving a number of |
other models.

Four to six trucks were tested for |
their ride, accessibility and aerial |
devices. Through the evaluation
process, the district set their sighis on |
the mid-mount, with an elevated plat-
form. [

"I a person needs to be evacuated
from an upper floor, they are already
scared and coaxing them onto & lad-
der can be difficult. With & platform,
you help the person o step onto a
level surface,” said King.

See FIRE, Page 2 ;

ALAN MATHEWS, left, and Pete King survey their surroundings atop the extanded ladder.

King is supervising and personally training all

GREQ HESESTAFF

Fire

FROM PAGE 1

The cab system is equivalent to the district’s
existing trucks; including the chassis and the
Water pump system.

Fourteen months and 200,000 district dollars
later, the new truck arrived last week. The district
paid $100,000 toward the truck, while another
100,000 was spent 10 equip the truck with med-
ical, firefighting and rescue equipment.

Station 41 on Moraga Way was chosen as the
truck's home, due to its proximity to both Orinda
and Moraga, as well as easy driving distance to
Saint Mary's College.

“This was really a situation where the college
copld benefit the entire community as well as
themselves," said Johnston.

crew members at Station 41, "We do need to train
personnel to safely operate the truck, and we are
wiorking quickly,” said King. “When you're on the
ladder, you're in the third dimension, it's similar
to an airplane. You have to pay attention o every
position you can imagine."

AL 47 feet long, 8 feet, 2 inches wide, 10 feet, 6 |

inches high and weighing roughly 68,000
pounds, the truck “will greatly enhance (the dis-
trict’s) capabilities,” said Johnston.

Or, as Klein joked: “We'll be able to put up
Christmas lights like you wouldn't believe.”

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District s having an
Open House from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. this Saturdoy
al Station 45, 33 Orinda Way in Orindo, The new
Eruel will be on display. The station will alio be
open to the public, with displays on paramedic
equipment, earthquake preparedness, weed
abalement and Rescue One Foundation.
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Generous Donations Put Fire District on Top

W Nonprofit group’s grant
allows fire district to
purchase life-saving devices

By VALERIE NEVIN
Asslstant Editor

Rr:.'ii:m! One Foundation, a nonprofit
organizotion devoled entirely o sup-
porting the Moraga-Orinda Fire Distnict’s
{MOFD) emergency medical services,
recently donated nearly $21,000 for the
purchase of medical monitoring devices
for paramiedics (o use m the field.

"W have five ‘engines and two ambiu-
Iances and are very fortunate in the
Moraga-Orinda Fire Disirict to have a
paramedhic on every ALS (Advanced Life
Support) Engine,” explains Nancy
Dantels. Continuous Quality Improve-
ment Coordinator for the fire district.
“With the Rescue One Foundation's
grant, we were able 1o upgrade all LP-12s
with Pulse Oximeters on each first
responder.”™

New Equipment Can Save Lives
“LP-125 have the capability to track
more than the heart thythm, LP-12s also
detect if the heart i not receiving enough
oxypgen,” Daniels adds. Because of- the
ability 10 fax this critical information
directly to the hospital by modem from
the LP-12 attached to the patient, the

CHARLIE [SRRETT
Parameadic Danvle Balao explaing how o
operate the Fire District's new “Life Pak
12" equipment.

emergency room is able lo prepare appro-
priately before the patient’s armival. This
is critical time in the cose of a blocked
coronury artery that is cousing muscle
damage by oxyezen deprivation.  “Time
15 muscle’ 15 what we say. The longer the
heart is deprived of oxygen, the greater
the damage to the hearl.,” poaints oul
Daniels.

The district also purchased twa End
Tidal CO2 Detectors. This device allows
continuous monitaring capability of how
well the patient is ventilating. It gives
instantaneous and contimuous digital
moniloring of the patient’s carbon diox-
ide level. With this advanced life suppon
technique, paramedics are able 1o protect
a patient’s amrway.

“We are able to utilize this technology
because of the Restue One Foundation's
generosity. Joseph Barger. Medicul
Director for Contra' Costa County, is very
supportive of the use of adjuncts in the
paramedic program, Our location is such

+

that transport time (o the emergency
room is longer than other areas in the
county. This longer trunsport ime affords
paramedics more time to manage the
patient,” elaborates Daniels,

District Also Receives
o ik 'h

The last item on the Fire District's
wish list that has been fulfilled by Rescue
One is an LP-12 AED/ALS Manitor.
AED stands for Aotomated Electric
Defibrillator. This is considered a
“smart” defibrillator that detects the beart
rhythm, diagnoses the rhythm, and then
determines if a shock is 1o be adminis-
tered. If so, it gives a voice prompt to
administer a shock. "These &Gre so effec-
tive in saving lives that police are now

using them routinely. The Orinda Police
carry AEDs in their patrol cars,” explains
Daniels.

The American Hearl Association is
encouraging public access to the
Automated Electric Defibrillators. For
cxample, they're installing these devices
in public shopping malls. They're already
utilized at Chicago’s O'Hare Airport with
SUCCERS.

Druniels concludes, "We are grateful to
Rescue One for their support. Adjuncts
are only as good as the people’s training
and their ability 1o use them effectively.
To that end, we are continuoushy looking
at our training program and improving
our carc. We are pleased to have these
adjuncts which are considered above the
stundord of care for paramedics.”

SALLY mQuARTY

Saint Mary's College recently donated $650,000 for the purchase of a new fire truck that
greatly enhances the district's fire-fighting capabilities. Christenad the "Spirit of Saint
Mary's.” the truck measures 45 feet, 10 inches in length and 10 feet, 6 inches in height.
When fully extended, the ladder platform reaches 93 feet into the shy!
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Fire district plan would improve service

By Carl Weber and Dick Olsen AFTER

oragans and Orindans will benefit great-
Mly if the fire district's directors approve
proposuls to: (1) improve ambulance ser-
vice and response times and (2) bill health insur-
ers for the cost of fire district-provided ambu-
lanece transportation.
B Background: The independent Moraga-
Orinda Fire District was formed an July 1, 1997,
ng two county-controlled fire districts,
after voters in both communities overwhelmingly
approved that merger. The new district has
attaingd virtually all the goals proposed by the
Moraga-Orinda Fire Study Committes — in less
time thagJJrqucted. Fire district-provided para-
medic and ambulance transport séervices have
been imitiated in Orinda. Paramedics are now on
duty at all five stations, The number of firefight-
ers on duty in Moraga has increased. The recent
delivery of a new, Saint Mary's College-funded
aerial ladder truck, 1o be followed this July by
twa new wildland fire engines, will complete the
modernization of the district’s firefighting appe-
ratus. The first of three replacement fire stations
that meel current seismic safety and other
requirements is nearing completion on Moraga
Road in Rheem Valley, _

B The needs: While much has been accom-
plished in the Inst four years, there is a clear need
to further improve the district’s ambulance ser-
vice in bwo respects.

The first, high-priority need is for full-time
staffing of the paramedic ambulance based at the

e =
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BEFORE .....

See AMBULANCE, Page 5

Ambulance

FROM PAGE 4

downtown Orinda station. The
three personnel currently
assigned to that station staff
both a parsmedic ambulance
and a fire engine. When they
respond on the engine, there is
no paramedic ambulance imme-
diately available in Orinda.
When they respond to an ambu-
lance transport call, that station
is empty for an hour or more,
The district’s staff has recom-
mended increasing the number
of on-duty personnel at the
downtown Orinda station to
five, The paramedic ambulance
and the fire engine would then
each have its own separate,
dedicated staff. That same
stuffing level already exists at
the Moraga Way station. The
increase  would, therefore,
result in a more uniform level of
service throughout the district.

A second high-priority need
is for a third ambulance to serve
the district. Calls for emergency
ambulance service in both
Moraga and Orinda have grown
toc a point where two near
simultaneous ambulance calls
are increasingly frequent. If a
third ambulance is currently
needed, a private ambulance
has to comé from Walnut Creek
(or farther, if that ambulance is
on a call). The district's staff
has proposed adding a third
ambulance, to be based in the
center of the district at the

Orchard Road station.

B Financing: While the need
for ambulance service improve-
menis is clear, how to finance
them {5 an open issue.
Theoretically, the Fire Flow Tax
that voters in both Moraga and
Orinda have previously
approved might be increased,
since the tax is not being
assessed at its maximum rate.
However, that tax has historical-
Iy been used primarily for capi-
tal needs (Le. apparatus and
equipment purchases and sta-
tion improvements or replace-
menis), nol [lor operating
expenses, like woges and bene-
fits. Moreover, the district’s
Long-Range Financial Plan ¢on-
templates levying that tax only
when needed for capital expen-
ditures.

We believe a better alterna-
tive would be to bill for ambu-
lance fransportation costs and
then collect those charges
directly from health insurers.
According (o a consultant
employed by the district, every
other Northern California fire
depariment that provides ambu-
lance service bills for ambu-
lance transports. That consul-
tant's study also showed that
almost every Moragan and
Orindan has health coverage
(HMO, private insurance,
Medicare or Medi-Cal). Those
entities have set aside monies
on our behall 1o pay ambulance
service providers, public or
vate, when we that se

We believe the district should
collect those monles, just as pri-

vate ambulance providers dao,
before evaluating a tax
increase.

The proposal before the
board of ors would set
ambulance transport fees at a
level that maximizes the dollars
collected from insurers while
minimizing payments hy resi-
dents. Most patients should not
incur any cost — unless their
coverage requires co-payments
or nrﬁ_inimmﬂ_mnunl deduct-
ible. The study also indicates
that the money collected, less
administrative expenses, would
almost fully cover the cost of
the ambulance service improve-
ments the district needs, There
would, therefore, be no nedd to
consider a tax increase.

We think it all makes sense.
I you a , or even if you
d.ma? yt:l.fmslfnruld let the direc-
tors know how rnu feel. You
can aftend a public hearing at 7
p.m. Wednesday, May 16, at
Jomquin Moraga Intermeditte
School, 1010 Camino Pablo, or
can write to the board at 33
Orinda Way, Orinda CA 94563,

- Delivery Plan” on behalf of both

Orindan Carl Weber ond
Moragan Dick Olsen were Lhe
chair and vice Chair, respective-
ly. of the Joint Town of Moraga-
City of Orinda Fire' Study
Committee which prepared the
LAFCO ({Local Agency For-
mation Commission} “Appli-
cation and Master Service

cilies, that led directly to the for-
mation of the Moraga-Orinda
Fire Dustricl.




By Meera Pal

STAF WiRITER

Move over Ripken and McGuire, the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District has enlered
the world of trading cards,

Designed to help the community get fo  §

know their local firefighting companies, (he

cards came out of the district's public edu-
v cation committes.

8 While looking for ways to increase pob-

& lic awareness and build relarionships with
the community, the committee brain-
stnrmad educa :uﬂ N
o “We knew cards were pbpular

1 with the kids” said fire marshnl Tonya

' Hoover. "And (the cards) are a great oppor-
g tunity to get the fire department and the

& fuce of the firefighters oul to the kids and

the community.”

.E Duie to the cost — $159 per 2,000 tards

% — the fire disirict has to rély on local spon-
<3 sors for the cards, So far, firefighters Union
Locsl No. 1230 has donated $500 1o spon-
sor four images.

There are currently five images floating
around the district, if you are lucky enough
to grab one — the crews at station No. 41
and 42, the companies at No, 42 and
43, and truck

(5]

“Our goal is that evervone in the station

has their bright, shining faces on a trading
card,” said Hoover.

According to Capt, Randy Kosanke, ary-
time they have their Class A, blue uniforms
on, theﬁg carry the cards In their pockets.

€ on a lunch run at the Moraga
Albertson's last week, the crew from station
41 made sure that they had a sufficient sup-
ply of cards on hand. “Typically Kids
Bpf us — we do not SE:_TEh ﬂ!’:‘inm out,”
firefighter/paramedic Vince Matulich,
It somebody strikes up a conversation
while we're in the store, we'll take the
opportunity to hand cut the cards.”

NDA EHEIHE.ER!HHAMEDIG PETE HIHG. rlﬂl'lt. and ﬁmﬂgmw
ce Matulich give trading cards to Joaquin Moraga sixth-graders
Erin Spradiey and Ben Stanley at Albertson's on Thumdaf

That day, Matulich happened upon a
special day class from Joaquin
Intermedinte. The kids, with their teacher
Marie Townsend and teaching assistant
Kathy Jordan, were shopping for an
upcoming cooking class. ng Matulich (¥
in his blue uniform, the kids became excit- 8
ed and asked him if he was a police officer. |

After explaining that he was with the [
Moraga-Orinda  Fire District, Matulich
asked the group of kids whether thﬁ-ﬂwﬂ.

See CARDS, Page 2

MORMNCA-ORIMDA FIRL DISTRICY :
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& “limited edition” Fire Chief
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rare treasured as a go
l” Palmnmm'd. 4

increase their vajue:
Who knows ... in 10 vears,
the Station ﬂi card

trading
may put Junior through college.

e 1o For more information on spon-
spring a trading card, call Tonya
Hoover at 238-4525.

tnﬂwﬂﬁ]ﬂtﬁ!ﬁt %sunut
quite a hit
and if they need help, they need
to know whom they can frust

talk to.” "
planning to spro-
gmm&mmshm-
_ as @ crew fighting a fire

th; ict's amﬂp'

thu 1
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[Town getting trim for fire

e Sma

B Inmate work crews
will begin cutting brush
and vegetation in Moraga
next month

By Andy Jokelson

TIMES 5TAFF WHTER

MORAGA — Supervised in-
mates from a minimum-security
camp will remove dead and dy-
ing vegetation and trim tress on
town-owned property along hilly
Donald Drive this summer to
minimize fire fuel, say public of-
ficials.

“We'll thin out the vegetation
in that area. We'll trim the trees
up. We'll take out the dead de-
bris, the trees that have fallen, as
well as removing highly flam-
mahle coyote brush,” said Tonya
Hoower, fire marshal of the Mor-
aga-Orinda Fire District.

The project will create a
shaded fue} break of up to about
30 feet wide along an approxi-
mately 400-foot-long h of
Donald between Laird Drive and
an uphill gate across the road,
Hoover said.

The inmates will later prune
trees on a fire department access

road beyond the gate.

“It would greatly reduce the
ability of () fire to move up that
hill. It won't have the fuel ... and
if it would move up the hill, we've
removed the (above-ground) lu-
els so it stays a ground fire, in-
stead of moving up the trees*
Hoover said.

Trees will be pruned as
as 6 feet above the ground,
said.

“The residents of the area
have been concerned with the
vegetation along that road,” said
Town Manager Karen Stein.

The property was part of
about 250 acres on Mulholland
Ridge that the city obtained from
a developer's donation.

The inmuates will come from
the Delta Conservation Camp,
run by the siate Depariment of
Corrections and the California
Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection in Solana County.

“It was a cost-effective way to
get a lot of work done on town
properiy. And the bottom line is
getting it done for fire safety,”
Hoover =said.

Hoover estimated the cumu-
lative cost to the city and district
at perhaps §2,000.

break

lﬁemundln
h of weeds and

thqhgﬂﬂﬁ

1999. The camp, near Fairfield,

provides trained crews that have
dmumuivaﬂuprmmm,
trail maintenance, firefighting
and other work at numerous

Crew members are screened
and get one day reduced from
their sentences for each day serv-
ing on a work crew, according (o
state officdals. They are not con-
sidered escape nisks, and most
are serving sentences for drug-
related offenses.

“They're dam good workers.
- They're quite effective af what
they do as a team,” said Capl.
Matthew Lee of the CDE

the work within a week, she suid.
“If they need to add a couple
diays to get the project done, then
they'll do that,” she said.
The inmates will cut up re-
moved trees and limbs into small
for firewood wvailahle to
the public and will blow wood

Aug, 4

‘Meanwhil®, the fire district
will urge owners of parcels on a
handful of Orinda streeis north
of Highway 24 10 clear vegeis-
tion from their properties for
about 3 feet from the road and
about 15 feet above i, Hoover
said.

“Most of this will be

pruning.”
she said. The aim is to improve

apecess and decrease response
time for medical. fire or other
age o emergency vehicles, she
said.

Hoover said she will send let-
ters to homeowners emphasiz-
ing “the importance of doing this
and how it benefits them.”

The fire district would cut up
the prunings with a chipper and
residents could use the chips as
ground cover, she said.

She wmtl:nb:gm

the height

of the on (W0 Streels
in the E.‘l‘i‘wwmlmtgimor
hood as a demonstration project
that could expand to opernfe one
or two Saturdays a month, be-
ginning in Apnil.
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Mu]holland fire danger

By Meera Pal

STAFF WIITER:

With proper mitigation and
enforcement, the Mulholland
Ridge open space will be o sale
place for the public; according
to the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District and Moraga police.

Al a meeting Monday, fire
marshal Tonya Hoover spoke fo
the Mulholland Ridge commit-
tee about her concerns with the
250-acre property. She said her
igsues with vegelation and
‘abatement are being addressed
by the tawn.

The town has already started
clearing the over-growth of veg-
etation along Donald Drive,
which helps tremendously, as
far as lhe fire district is con-

In hip with the town,
Eﬁ:ﬂnﬂn F:s Iooking &t
wutkhg with the California
Department of Forestry to have
excessive dead and dying
| ground cover chipped and
blown back onto the ground.
This keeps the seasonal growth
down, Hoover explained.
T i o
ss of comple
m should take about two
weeks for the forestry depart-
ment to process. But once the

wudtbagins,itwﬂihemmpleb
ed three weeks.
a very large piece of

pmﬂarw so we look to the town
to help us make it safe,” Hoover

said. "Whemr use J;:;E
| open space
— you nieed 10 miti-
gate those risks.”
Once the work is
mmi:‘ﬂ“hm that the

i5 ing or loiteri

“Whenever you use
any open space you
increase the risks —
you just need to
mitigate those
risks.”

— Tonya Hoover, fire marshal

Lt. Russ Thomas from the
town's Police Department also
spoke about their view of the
area,

"We don't see doing much
more than at other parks in
Moraga,” Thomas said of the
Mulbolland area. “Why resirict
an open space and become an
oppressive force when we don't
hnvcwvzu bc?l; the police drive

! olice
through Rancho L,gm:n and
the Commons Park at least two
to three times a day, he said.

In reference to the parking
issues that were raised by a
number of residents, Thnmu
suggested that proper signage
and enforcement were the

ANSWEr

His suggesiions for regula-
tions incl opening the area
at dawn and closing at dusk,
similar to the town's other
recreation areas, and only
allowing dogs off-leash in spe-
cific, posted areas.

Committee member Quintin
McMahon asked Thomas if the
town has experienced a serious
problem with individuals party-
in the area.

Thomas said that in the past
five years, there have been two
. sets of people who tried 1o take
up residence up there, but other
than that, there had been no

v major problems

around the pertmetu' of

that emergency crews can
locate the residence.,

_ «us?;,
home, by trimming yvegetation,
and thehyimpm'mnm of clearly
marking the address to ensure

Thecumnﬂttu&dldnutmm
any recommendations regard-
ing regulations for the open
spmmdwmmmhldcmﬂu
subject at their next
™, Thﬂmmmmuwﬂlalsodls
and access to the
thgenlﬂlitm

The Mulholland Ridge Commit-
tee will meet at 7:30 p.m. July 16
at the Hacienda de las Flores,
2100 Donald Dy

Contta Costa Sun
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fire flow tax, facility needs

By Meera Pal
STAFF WRITER
Preliminary estimates indi-
e that the Moraga-Orinda
District will end the 2000-
01 fiscal year with a §402,158
surplus.

While the district's estimated
expenditures will be equal to
the hudgeted amount approved
lnst year, actual revenues for the
liscal vear, al $10,091,086, are
significantly higher than those
projected, at $9,688,028, This is
due to a conservative estimate
on tnx revenue, said
mﬁl las ! Jk' mu:ﬁng, th

| week’s e
hoard ippmved the preliminary
capital budgets
for the Eﬂﬂi-ﬂi fiscal vear.
Revenues are projected to be
::’D Tl ﬂ?:ndjvdth recommend-

expenditures  totaling
$10,414,147.
m’ll;hﬂ district haslnttcmptad to
as low as i-
ble, glvmﬂpmti': need to inm
nguiﬂmmt increases in existing
programs, as well as funding for
new pwu such as career
maore significant bud-
gm.ary itams include:

® A §$113,000 increase in
Workers Compensation premi-
ums.

B A $60,000 JPA assessment.

W A 865,600 increase in addi-
tional fuel, electricity and

costs.

B A $39,750 increase in
career develop and a pro-
motional plan,

Johnston noted that the sig-
nificant increase in Workers
Comp premiums is due to the
number of injuries that have
occurred on the job over the
past few years.

The 2001-02 capital budget
mﬂminehndﬁmﬂm gp?mnﬁlns

r: apparatus a
replacement and new ambu-

hne:&.mdn:ﬂmmnndvahk}e
: facilities

fiscal year 2001-02. The tax
must be established by the
board and lévied against each
parcel by August.

Last year, the fire flow tax
yielded roughly $422,000 net in
Orinda and roughly $427,000
net in Moraga. There are 5,924
taxable parcels in Orinda and
6,460 in Moraga,

Johnston said that, in accor-
dance with the distnct's long-
range financial plan, the fire
flow tax will remain at five
cefits until the year 2008, al
which point it is projected to be
eliminated
Upgrades for Station #44

Also at last week's meeting,
a Reques! for nsal (o hire a
project manager for the design
and construction of Fire Station
#d4 on Orchard Way in Orinda
was d.

Mm to the district's
five-year sirategic plan and
long-range financial plan, the
0 Road station is the
next for re-construction, follow-
ing Station #42,

“The eost for a pmgeﬂ
gﬁ is assumed to be sm:lllnr m

contracted t for
Station #42 in WM
was an amount not to exceed
£125,040.

Based on the mnstru::ﬂnn
cost ol Station #42, a prelimi-
b D e Yook Il

a 5 percent
tionary rate, has been included
inthe long-range financial plan.

Station #44, which is located
on a 1-7 acre site, was construct-
ed in 1952, Based on a 1996 S-E‘IS*
mic study and pmgn}r d
condition Dewell an

rmnwemanmnher
of selsmic issues, including
archilectural, mechanical and
electrical building code deficien-
cies; Americans with Disabilities
Aot compliance; and energy
_mﬁumﬂm
The project manager will

5 gstablish a design team with a

project architect, district staff,
district facilities committec

W lmmherﬁ and associates profes-

along

wlth pmdaythmw
dination.

The district would like the

O to be hired in
July Sﬂﬂmﬁfr the design com-

pleted in June 2002 and the con-

struction completed in Septem-
ber 2003.

Last week, the board also
approved a fire flow tax of five
cents, the same as last year, for

The fire district board meets at 7
p-m, Wednesday, July 18, at Fire
Station #41, Moraga Way.
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Moraga-Orinda Fire welcomes a new station

Es.}' Meera Pal
TAFF WHITER

After 44 years of service,
Moraga-Orindaffire Station 42
on Rhnleem ﬂl:lnIE;.i::g "r;[wll be
officially reti s post
this bnlurdayr‘ hen' the Enew
Moraga Road fire station is
inducted into the district.

In 1898, a report concluded
that the Rheem Boulevard sta-
tion was 106 small for expan-
sion and upgrades in accor-
dance with the American with
Disabilities A&, air quality,
seismic retrofitting and other
requirements; One of the major
problems listed was the lack of

ventilation at on 42.

After surmg available
sites, the district purchased
the current L.7-aere lot on
Moraga Road for $475,000.

“In this day and age, when
you build a firé station, you
have to build it 10 withstand an
8.0 earthquake,” said ﬁ'e chief
Jim Johnston. ‘N

Two years after
reconstruction p
new Station 42
with all the bells

ng the

i

chmplete,
histles.

Features include above-
ground fuel storage, to avoid
any possible fuel fe ostate
of-the-art exhaus em, two
decuntamumﬂn as  and

ers on allernating s

Ju# ... - 1
new ty is one- ¢Iﬂﬁ .
nating need fgu?mw to
slide down a pole — which has
the potential for injury.

“We're very conscious of

environmental hazards — this
is more than just a house with

Ct, : the BATTALION CHIEF GREG HO

Road last Friday afternoon.

LM surveys the grounds.

FIRE STATION DEDICATION

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District is holding a du;ﬂmtnu
emnnjrmﬂnpmh:uuforthumfht%nﬂ.ﬂ
pm.Satundny.Jul:fis Light refreshments

The dedicat speeches fre

4 garage,” said Johnston,
Other safety aspects include
8 drive-through engine bay,
which eliminates the need for
crew to stand in the middle of

the street when & truck is
backing in or out.

Before the new station was
built, a questionnaire was sent
to every crew in the district,

" GAES HESSSTAFF
fire station on Moraga

| its location

{0 maximize

the efﬂultncy of the station for
the cre d Johnston.

D nt and construc-

tion station came in

ﬂﬂ.ﬂ&?ﬁeﬁw budget, accord-
ing to Jehnston, who is very

ples th the outcome,
e than just a func-
tional facility — it fits into the

design cancepts of the town,”
he said, "All in all, it will be a
much safer and efficient sta-
tion to serve the community.”

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District
cordially invites you to attend the dedication and open house for

New Station 42

555 Moraga Road, Moraga
Saturday, July 28, 2001

Dedication ceremonies begin at 11:00 a.m. with an open house
from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m.

Light refreshments will be provided
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By Dogen Hannah
TIMES STAFY WHITER

MORAGA — The Moraga-
Orinda Fire District today plans
to celebrate the opening of a fire
station, capping a week in which
the district advanced two other
major projects.

* The 6,800-square-fool Station  Way,

42 a1 555 Moraga Road replaces
a smaller station at 331 Rheem
Bivd. that is about 40 vears old.
Tl:uiI :::.:d firehquse is bulEk;o
Wit a major aarﬂlg s
unlike the old ﬁiﬂu, and is far
more functional, district Chief
Jim Johnston said,

Station 42, which cost 2.4
million, is the first of three the
district plans to rebuild entirely.

The station — and two others to. @

be remodeled — will meet more
rigorous seismic rds as

well as current ‘and safety’

codes, Johnston said.

The district board Thursday
selected Aztec Consultants of
San Ramon to manage the re-
building of Station 44 at 295 Or-
chard Road, Orinda. The $2 mil-
lion project is scheduled tnat‘qt
ahout July 2002. -

The district has a haed tir
fitting modern, larger firetrucl:
into the five-decade-old Station
44, district President Pete Wilson
said. There also 15 no room fora
spare ambulance the district

READYING STATION 42 an Friday for today’s
Randy Clampi, center, and reserves Adam Thornton, left, and Tim
Bander. The station replaces the old one on Rheem Boulevard.

New fire station opens
today on Moraga Road

HUSAN POLLARTYTIMES

opening are firefighter

probably willput in a new, larger
station, he said.

“The station is way outdated
far our needs,” Wilson said.

The ¢ ' plans to re-
build 5 n43 at 20 Via Los
Cruces, Orinda, It Jlpll:ls to re-
model Station 41 at 1280 Moraga
3 , and Station 45 at
33 Orinda Way, Orinda.

Work on all five stations is
scheduled to be done by 2008 at
an estimated cost of $12 million.
The district has received federal
and state grants of about $225,000
and $30,000, 1 . A par-
cel tax is funding the balance.
this week, » committee

iga of public
1 ‘.._.mhg

efforts to remove dead or dying
vegetation from neighborhoods,

uel management

Committee mem M.
O fire district boall?:rml'
. Pete Wilson pointed out that the

Program.

Every year, Hoover conducts

20 Orinda and Moraga,

posed proj
Paved project would. included  suggested that

sbatemen an the oxsing oy

; SLo
denc T ) ove the

M’?'“_’“"ﬂfm o
Johnston agreed: If we don Ta . Aug 30'to discuss and adop!
take care of the “'d""} ing, " PIOPOSSE more ;ﬂeﬂdfng method; and 7 p,m.
doesn't matter if you have z‘m; organization within. the' group Pl 20 lo discuss the wording

gt including setting meeting dates,
L I adopting a game pla :
explained that the pro- vidlngpuhlineduﬁﬁtl:n.u?-li apir::;

of the ballot measure. The CET
n'luﬂec meels at the Orindg
a-;];:munﬂy Center, 26 Orinda

"'_'_"h



Graduation ends academy trammg for 14 new ﬁreﬁghters

B The men will team up

S with veterans at the San

5 Ramon Valley and

= . . 4

g Moraga-Oninda districts

s E’% By Linda Davis
A | TIMES STAFF WHITER

9 1 SAN RAMON — They fought
S5 practice fires, wrestled with
o oses and ladders, and crawled
.5  through smoky labyrinths in

pitch darkness,

They pried cars open with
the Jaws of Life and wenl
through their paces in the heat
wedaring 40 pounds of clothing
and gear.

Afler nine weeks of intensive
training, 14 new recruiis re-
ceived their badges Friday, mak-
ing them full-fledged firefight-
ers. MNine of them will join the
San Remon Valley Fire District,
and five will go to work for the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District,
The districts combined re-
sources to stage this academy.

"Ih"lvas. proud grandpirents,
babies and numerous
the, audito-

f cial ceremony,
which included good-natured

I?ming from family gnd friends
he rookies.

Learning

b el ek,
Recruit 5 Avery's brother,
fire en & AVETY, was

there (0 :heér on his 28-year-
old sibling who was a fire-
fighter-paramedic in Pacifica for
a year befare getting hired at
San Ramaon,

Steve Avery took fire s¢ience
classés and emergency medical
training and patiently waited for
his shot at working for the dis-
trict.

"I always wanled Lo be over
here," 'Steve Avery said. "['ve
bheen working toward it for
about eight yesrs."

Ben Wylie, 25, was a fire-
fighter-paramedic in Arnold lor
about a vear and was previously
a paramedic for an ambulance
company out ol Sacramento. His
father, who pinned the badge on
his son Friday, is retired from
the San Ramon Valley Fire Dis-
trict.

All the new recruits had to
be: paramedics before they were
hired, said training supervisor
Capt. Steve Cochran, The 14
men are from their mid-20s to
late 30s. Some came from fire-
fighting with another depart-
ment; others had worked for
ambulance companies ar were
volunteer firefi ;

Omigg through the application
process, the rookies were sub-

jected 1o-strénuous rrulnmg
They had to pass an agility

then submit to oral Intemews
before a panel. Recruits also
passed a lie detector test, back-
ground chéck and physical
checkup. The final candidates
were then interviewed by the
chiefs.

The 14 men experienced
every phase of fire service in
this mtermediate academy,
Cochran said. All had been
through basic fire training be-
fore they were hired.

They were schoaled in deal-
ing with hazardous materials,
wildland fires and structure
fires, were tested with hoses,
ladders and the Jaws of Life and
did other exercises. Rookies
have the most trouble with lad-
ders, Cochran said.

“They're bulky and heavy,
and you don't use them every
day,” Cochran said.

“Throwing ladders, vou get
real sore.” Avery said. "Espe-
cially your shoulders.”

Avery worked out nearly
every to et in shape for the
demanding training.

The “confidence course” was
o bugaboo for others. The re-
cruits had to craw] through &
pitch blagk maze full of narrow
cotridors, portholes and dead

-

ends, outlitted in full gear with
masks,

This was to simulate crawl-
ing through a burning building
in which heavy smoke impairs
visibility.

San Ramon Fire Chief Rick
Probert said his new hireq will
still be learning during their 18-
month probation per jod. They
will be teamed with e per}enmd
firefighters and continue their

DouG [lL'FIMA'TIMI:'a

AT THE ACADEMY for the San Ramon Valley and Moraga-Orinda
fire disiricts, students pull another firefighter from a truck.

traiming, and most of them are
expected to make the grade.

Probert said today’s [ire-
fighters must be computer-lit-
erate, and most are college-ed-
ucated.

Eguipment and procedures
are far more so cated tod
than when Probert joined the
department 17 years ago.

“Today i5 a big deal fof them
and the department,” ginherl

S — S R R e .

DEE DURARTIMES

RICH WYLIE, a retired San
Ramon firefighter, pins a badge
off his son, Ban Wylie, during
the graduation Friday.

CLASS
OF 2001 |

said of Friday's ceremony. “We
will train them well. I want them
to-all have satisfying careers.”

Reach Linda Davis at 925-3)8-
2218 or Idavisicclimes.com.

Orinda continues to ferret funding options for more water flow

By Paula King
STAFF WIITER

Al Orinda's last Fire Safety
Committee meeting, the group dis-
cussed several funding options for

improvements to the water system.
According to City Manager Bill
Lindsay, the options can be combined
to reach an ad funding level Ata
prior meeting, the committee support-
ed a project that would upgrade water
service fo a minimum of 1,000 gallons

_per minute from one hydrant for 90

percent of the city's fire hydrants.
Mo decision was made however, due
ta a lack of City Council representation.
In his presentation, Lindsay spoke

u; tdh:bt ad%d disadvantages
o d .mmm. to
pay-as-you-go options. ~ through

vantage is that the current prnpany
owners pay for long-term projects;
which brings up equity issues,” said
Lindsay. “The advantages of deht
financing are that you get the money
for capital improvements up front, cur-
rent and future property owners pay
for water system improvements, the
work gets done faster and you mitigate
inflation risks. The disadvantage is
that you incur interest charges and it
needs to be collected over a long time

period."

Several of these options were used
out the Bay Area for similar
fire safety and water system improve-

General |
mﬁammm

the fundi for
ﬁuassmunnﬁnm and the city of
Berkeley's city-wide fire safety
improvemnents. Also, a special parcel
tax was utilized to fund the Marin Water
District’s water system improvements.
*General obligation bonds are voter
approved long-term debt instruments
that could be issued by the city of
Orinda or the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District, They are collected with prop-

erty taxes, in this case for an extended expenditures.

hmeperlad-:;fzmn:mymn

LﬂlmmxﬁsmmmurMnsapnr

*Assessment districts are often used centage surcharge beyond the standard

te finance 1o infrastruc-
ture and they can be used to fund.
debt service and pa:.r-as-yuu go
lection of tlm
says il could help to inform

s pmp property

'Specml parcel taxes are like Lhe fire:
district's existing fire flow tax.

*Utility charges may be established
on a flat fee per customer basis, or on a
consumption basis to be collected with
residential water bills. Lindsay said this
is the most common method for capital

water rates and the water utility tax

: w be mllu:ctasf with manthly

i ﬁﬂi
legnipmceasc&nheimw

'ﬂdmtsfnamnd&me
) See more specific information
nuﬁnqm how the adoption of each
fuuﬁqg option would directly impact

"[ want to Know it is to
cost me. We mﬂiwm s i
it will cost individuals;® Q,lﬂ;m:t
Dan Murphy. “It's fundamentsl. Costs
for each of these alternatives need to
be provided to residents with a broad

uation of those costs,”

———r—



Tribute to fire district employee

It is with great sorrow that | am writing this
note to inform you of the death m

Freeman, a valued employee of the

Orinda Fire District f over 20 years. Andi
passed away last a4 coura-
gembaﬂ]ewithmmr licative of Andi, she

uled in the near future.
Dave appreciates all of the thoughts, prayers,
blood donations, and other indications of sup-
port that have been given to Andi and the fami-
Iy. She loved everyone and everyone loved her.

Andi

sﬂy with

her family and friends.
“We will miss her greatly.

Contra Coata Sun
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Lamarmda Briefs

joined the Moraga Fire Department in
Mm:h lﬂﬂl Thmushﬂﬂﬂm*ﬁheh:ldnwﬂ
0! hﬁr enthusiasm and

— one of fam-

y, [rieg m:nmpmianrurulhimmdnu
in & sense of humor. She met every adver-
grace and humor and taught each of us
how to deal with life’s uncertainties. Please join
with me in sending our deepest sympathies 10

Chief Jim Johnston
Moraga-Orinda Fire District

L Andi

vice to a minimum of 1,000 gal-
lons per minute from one
city's ﬁulmmm ol
8 estimat-
ed cost exceeds $13 million.

ed,” said Orinda City Council
Allan Tabor, who
serves as the committee's city

representative.

Last week, they met to deter-
mine the s of work to miti-
}E‘.ﬁi; mﬂ: o s and to

rove the 5 water pipe
distribution ﬂyﬂl

“With this project we are

to see system-wide
ments across the com-
num&_ said Moraga-Orinda
ief Jim Johnston. “It's a

st Nl 1
10 compete with the school dis-
trict in the same election and

- and chea

Coniza Costa Sun
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agld iyater flow

IIIEIwnr pnrtuu mmﬁ
nent for avoiding potential
hazards was presented in the

form of a Hazardous'
‘Mitigation P

“Megetation managemt is

an integral part of the program.

If you don't have vegetation,
then you don't have anything to
burn in a fire," said committee
member and M-O fire district
board member Pete Wilson.
“That's one of the udwnrnges af
vegelation management.”
Wilson added that the scope

and nature of the program
needs to be determined, since
it'n a top priority at this point.

ion is more impor-
tant than ﬂm fire flow upgrade
" said Dﬂﬂdl resi-
dent \'hu
control should be a precursor to
fire flow. We should execute this
before momy forward with the
fire flow tax.

-Orinda Fire Marshal

« Tonya Hoover highlighted the

program's essential compo-
nents. She stressed the need for

‘emplo ment ﬂft‘w'ﬂq full-time

employee vegetation inspectors

s would put Orinda in 100
percent compliance with state
equirements: within th!‘ Eﬂtﬁ

. the
lheﬂmmfeftumﬁer tuamntrnctua agreement with Wittman

Enterprises to
district’s m“mm’“‘ billing and collection seTm for the

Staff had recommended Wittman because they felt

had the experience and expert ; that the firm
needs. The firm is familiar mmﬁﬂ.m’g" ttu; district and its

mation reporting system. At 6,3
4ls0 offered the district a o AN, collectibles, the firm
lowest bid. Wittman had also rec 8 i cture, as well as
tion from the San Ramon Valley Fire strong recomemenda-
mmut:d were conduicted on B .ﬂ-mswmméﬁnrd
i quired about initiation of t[m : y
bﬁuse data collection . of in-
i e o
o :
Also that
Aztec Cons

Aztec will overssd Bre. disio
ment of the renovation and reco =
Orehard Road in Orinda. The firm provided (te

Same services during the construction of S|
Moraga Road in Moraga.

l;.rnfwmrﬂnwﬁ'um the h}ﬁihﬁmn

theirhamund in their neijghborhood.
B Red bonnet (or hood) can n Fs than
e G
I Bn :
I Gm 1,000 and .m. (&n

g]?ﬂ?m*lhydlﬁgﬁ mqhgirmdud on

pounds per square inch I:PSI}J. Elnﬂq:rﬂ water

system improvement plan b d, 1,000
Ilnna-pmmigpta of wma ] m one
for 90 percent of our ¢ would
cost $13 milion (approximately), Either a special
election or ‘election funding proposition
is on the hummm :

[ . ]’Ihf Hﬂlhr Orinda
Contra Costa Sun G=-12-20071

P in,

pick-up service for trimmings
twice a week. implementation of
this mﬂdm cost $30,000 a year,
“It's the philosophy of get-
ting out in the puhlic. It's not
just enforcement, but assis-
tance,” n]d_.lnhrltun..h"‘.l-‘e aro

AL ﬁmre con-

R
unulﬂ
?f"mmﬂ o

hwnpmmmdtuvege-
tation will be funded. The pro-
gram may be bullt into the bal-
:urh'i"t' serfunded
¥,

At the Sept. 5 meeting, fund-
ing mechanisms and the elec-

enforce - tion date will also be discussed.

On Oct. 11, the meeting will
focus on the adoption of ballot
language. Then on Oct. 18, the
group will meet with EBMUD.




THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

INDUCTION OF THE HONORABLE
JOHN W. KENNEDY
Superior Court of California

County of Contra Costa

September 28, 2001
4:00 p.m.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CHAMBERS
651 Pine Street
Martinez, California

100 37™ STREET, DEPARTMENT 8
RicHMOND, CA 94805-2135

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO THE
INpUCTION CEREMONY OF

JOHN W. KENNEDY

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
County OF CoNTRA COSTA

FrIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2001 AT &:00 .M.

BoARD OF SUPERVISORS” CHAMBERS
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING. Roowm 107
651 PINE STREET
MARTINEZ, CALIFDRNIA

RECEPTION
530 P.M. = T30 PoM.
Rounp HiLL Country CLUB
3169 Rounb HiLL RoaD
ALAMD, CALIFORNIA

RSVP BY SEPTEMBER 21, 2001
TELEPHONE NO. (310) 374-3252
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DR. BEN HO SHARES HIS STORIES frum Ground Zero with Moraga
fire crew. He was part of a recent rescue mission in New York.

- By Meera Pal
STAFF WRITER

As the world watched two commer-
cial airliners crash into the twin towers
of New York's World Trade Center, Dr.
Ben Ho began to prepare himself men-
tally, knowing he would be deploved to
the site in a matter of weeks,

As a member of the Oakland Urban
Search and Rescue Team since ils incep-
tian in 1990, Ho has been sent (o a num-
ber of disaster sites, including the 1995
Oklahoma City bombing, bul nothing
could prepare him for what he was going
o see when he arrived at Ground Zem.

“It's way beyond what vou could ever

| imagine,” says the Morgga resident. “It's

an assault on all of your senses.”

Ho, a reserve officer for Moraga
police, was at the San Francisco
Airport with Moraga K-8 officer Jefl
Flohr, training with their dogs when
they heard of the early morning
attacks. They were sent back to their

agencies, [n fear of @ wave of terrorism
hitting the West Coast,

With 28 USAR Teams nation-wide
— eight in California — Ho and his
Cakland-based team were not
deploved until late-September,

Onee there, the team encountered
adverse weather conditions, and a
scene that was unimaginable. Deep
below the rubble, fires still burned, the
smoke rising above the city,

“It was always our hope that we
would find someone;, somewhere in
some void," says Ho of the floors below
the twin towers.

Ho remembers a man who was able
to survive longer than expected in the
Cypress Structure collapse after the
1989 Loma Prieta earthquake.

While: Americans everywhere can
feel the sadness and explore their
anger, as a member of Oakland's
LUSAR Team, Ho has to put his emo-
tions aside and do his job, For the fire-
fighters never Involved in a disaster

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER !T 2001 =

hit hard by Trade Center tragedy

rescue, he says many were onoble to
deal with their'emotions:

Even though this is his 12th year
with the Oakland Team; *e2ach (disas-
ter) seems io be the worst we've ever
seen,” he says.

Each USAR Team travels with four
dogs, two search technicians, two doc-
tors, four paramedics, specialized
searchers and 56,000 pounds of rescue
gear, As a trained surgeon and techni-
cian, Ho can alternate his role on the
team, if necessary.

The aftermath in New York was dif-
fleult for Ho to simply put aside. While
there, he attended the funeral for two
of his friends on the NY USAR Team,
and spoke with survivors. He learned
of ong paramedic whe ran intb Tower 2
to rescue people, only 1o have the
tower collapse on top of him.
Amazingly, the paramedic managed to
dig himsel{ out of the rubble and ran to

See RESCUE, Page 2
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fighters was th the roof
because they heard the scream-
ing of bables and their brothers
and sisters from beneath the
rubble,” says Ho,

Ho is nmazed that in the face
of losing their fire chief, head of
Search and Rescue and EMS,
New York City was able to mount

BT

pare-
medic/EMS coordinator for the Lee,

Moraga-Orinda Fire District,
had a reaction similar 1o Hao's:
Al n member of a local Digaster
Meddical Assistance Team, Lee
knew he would be going to New
York in the weeks to come,

For three weels, Lee worked
on Ground Zero, coondinating
communications among the five
medical sites encircling the WTC.,
He ensured that each medical
team was able to contact each
other and had radio back-up. His
Job was made easier with
G600 Mextel donated to
New York's Emergency Services
office. Lee was also amured that
city oificials were able to function
after thelr Office of Emergency
Muanagement, located on the sev-
enth floor of 7 World Trade
Center, collapsed in the days fol-
lowing.

RTEVE WA i AFF
DR. BEN HO is froum a local
Search and Rescua

“These (towers)weren't

symbals of financial power;
were symbaols of strength,” says

Retuming to normalcy is often
difficult for the men and waman
of rescue teams, some are nol
gble to overcome ‘the infense |
Lee hath credit hdr[untfi'; oo

[ sup-
pnntnﬂmepimltmm

In the Ho family, search and |

rescue is & common topic, with

. '_."

|

leave a little plt.-m of ourselves
everywhere we jo.”




By Meera Pal
STAFF WHITER
Effective
Oct. 1, the
District will begin chargi
paﬁenhrdramhﬁiﬁmispung
under a 12-month pilot prograr

Life Support (BLS), $500;

mileage charge, $12 per mile.
Johnston, a patient having a res-

District now charges
for ambulance ride

used is billed individually — the
ALS base rate is $664.55, a dis-

from posable blanket is §14.21, and an
-Orinda Fire EKG monitor is $85.38,

In order to simplify the
process for the M-O Fire i

o aggregate the

rogram,
As adopted, the fees for trans.  fees at the transport level, rather
port are as follows; Advanced than itemize every supply and
Life Support (ALS), $700; Basic medication dispensed.

ed, And, actu-

. o al ditr B et
gen administration, $50; and ensure all costs were recovered.
e cn “We wanted a fairly simple
According to Fire Chief Jim SYStem, so we aren't going to be

on additional costs for

 piratory problem that is poten. Medical equipment. We want

tially life-
under an ALS si

the district staff reviewed fee.

Cilirum

with the
the Bay'/

ing would fall Paramedics to focus on patient

! while g ©are and not inventory," said

broken arm would be consid- -ohnston.

U o e ST
ermining the charges, whether i

program

IPREEE an

ung vyeo]) vyiuons)

issue during the gene
pnﬂmﬁ.mf_?ﬁﬁmwﬂﬂ.m_ _
mprovements. e worki
committee is currently mudyn%
five possible funding options.

“We want
this,” said Orinda Council
member Allan Tabor, “It's such a
uge capital measure that
through ‘a genernl election is
better”

The commitiee decided
the March election,

¢ the Ornda Union Sch
District is possibly pursuing a
parcel tax on that ballot. They

LOOT=9T-01

would be too costly.

“Whatever we do, it should
be given to the voters to decide
on,” said committee chairman
and  Moraga-Orinda  Fire
District board member Pete

water pipe replacement and

il ng for $12 millie
1 froes itizeng ™
City Manager Bill Lindsay

a briel overview of

also felt that a special election

Wilson, “It will probably he

ng mechanisms at  last

risk poteritial and

Under the district’s collection palicy,
the board recognized that Moraga snd
Orinda residents already support the fire
district through property taxes and the
fire flow tax, and therefore decided that

any required co-payments should be B Y

witived. N-:m-msiduul:..m hnwfﬂ:r will still
incur & co-payment, ' TRCOVETY
wn}ﬂd cause undue financial ;

_ For those patients who may be finan-
cially impacted and unable to pay for
transport services, the district has estab-

. the billing

-Set aside in the 2001-2002

statement. The district has alt‘m—d
entered into an agreement wit
Wittman Ente; _m;-'s.whq_wﬂlprwide

;,ﬂ.a]' '-"'.._'",Z._"'

11111

‘the pilot ;

of a third

ing the harsh ' .

A total of $250,000 has already been
. : 002 budget for the
two ambulances, with an additiona)
$52,000 alloted for providing equipment.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17,2

month's meeting and a more
detailed aHn:lﬁ at last week's
meeting. prepare some
cost benefits for each of the
choices belore the next meeting.

Among the oplions are a
general uﬂlgaﬁnn bond, assess-
ment district, special parcel tax,
utility charge or utility tax.

“I'm not in favor of utility
charges,” said Tabor. *I'm lean-
ing towards general obligation
bonds and assessment districts,"

program. The commitiee has
agreed that the is
worthwhile, but has

joint venture between the fire
district and the city of Orinda,
“The advantages of a
headed prog
G 0 brt

for fire safi
Seme residents felt that
community has received |

regarding important decisions
related to water di ution
system improvements and the
hazardous vegetation mitiga-
tion program. /

ekl e v
arrive ol o co V
to invalve the leaders in each

neighborhood,” said Orinda res-

ident Betty Murphy. o
Wilson assured the ag(tlence

that the election process will be
educational in addressing many
unanswered questions,

Orinda resident Roger James
said this could help citizens defer-
mine their own level of s ;
su Pt ol

1] ro:
jects like this somgtimes gke
years. H&lmﬂ the Heart of
Orinda praject, 1 took eight
Venrs

ng to fruition with
each and education.

 The nest Fite Sufety Committee

megting ts on Now 8 Visit the
city ?Mﬂn*ﬁ Web Site at
ww'l.!r.cl.urindn.muﬁ for the .
posting of future meetings and
general information. '

Y
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Shifting schedules increase.on-du

B Moraga-Orinda Fire
District opts for pilot
48/96 work routine

By Meera Pal
STAFF WRITER
With firefighters commuting from
as far ‘away as Sacramento and
Santa Cruz, local firefighter Union
1230 is pleased that the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District board agreed to
adopt a pilot program for a revised

[‘reﬂ hier work Schedule at their
me:etmg last month.
The changing ratio has rn.lugﬂ
some local concerns, however. ©
Beginning shortly after the first of
the new year, firefighters in the district
will test a new 48/96 work schedule —

working 48 hours straight, with 96

The crews aré currently operating
under a 34 schedule — working 24
hours every other day for three shifts,
with four days off.

Given that it is getting more and

" & WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2001
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more di  for firefighters tol f Mnragnvﬂﬂnda Fire Chiel Jim
the i which they n said he sees the revised
34 schedule often adds 1o an auhudu!&nsa benefit for both the dis-

© stressful ‘commute for those wbu.-ﬁwr
outside the district, said Lou Paulson;

president of Union 1230.

“There Is'a sense of continuity if
you're there for two days in a row,"
said Paulson, “It is a belter way to
serve the community.”

He noted that often he receives last
minute requests for classroom or §ta-
tion visits that cannot be filled until his
next 24-hour shift, a day laten

trict and firefighters.

“If helps them in that they don't
Have 1o do as much commuting ... and
thisds o for us to do our part for
the energy crisis = there are less cars
un the road, and less fuel being used."
said Johnston.

Other benefits include increased staff
morale and a reduction of 18 payable Olsen. "With respect 10 ‘paramedics,

hours in overtime compensation undér
the Fair Labor Standards Act.

i

When Johnston comacted other fire
districts who had already implemented
o 4896 schedule, he was told that there

was also less trading of shifts among
the firefighters,

However, some say there ane disad-
vantages to increasing a shift from 24
to 48 hours,

“What about their productivity and
mental acuity in their second 24 hour
shift?” asked Moraga resident Dick

See FIREFIGHTERS, Page 2

Firefighters

FROM PAGE 1

*HW mgﬂmg to be

lnmmlﬂwis,fh'ﬂ

thmlll#ﬂﬂndﬂmdlmlﬁ's.

Johnston added that uﬁm.

especially if there is a-
Event, df how man
hours they: have been on duty. .
But,ﬂhm nt safety
a5 a M'ﬁlﬂfhl interns
and edics. “If
interns and 1% aren't sup-
m to work more than 24
— then should a firefight-
work maore than
24 hours?" asked Olsen, refer-
ring to a draft bill created by the
American 'Medical Student
Association and Cong. John
Conyers, Jr. (R-N.Y.) that would

- work week, including a limit of

- pegotiations, said Paulson,

Gon Fi
fighter can be tired at any time, s e L e dieonasiv

limlt residents (0 an Bi-hour

ﬁe nsecutive hours worked in
Whliﬂﬂnlmlmmesmts
ﬂmhmma::om::m
E’ﬂffﬂ MM as well,
no o revi
kaadmdulut‘uf dbas
in that district. The U is
!’ocusmgnnmimwm benefit

Steve Maiero, EMS Chief for

arise, the pilot
M-0) Fire will prm-idep mmhmhm
infnhr?mium

“Moraga-Orinda is a
place to have a test s
since they mady - ot have ag
many calls as (other stations),”
suid Maiero.

The fire board voted unani-
mously to implement the pilot
program for one year. However,
Director Robin Berens voted his
approval only after ensuring the
program could be stopped at
:Jng time if problems should

B

%‘_

Fire district to sell land
to recover station costs

Land

= FROM PAGE 3

tersn!‘anm The land proba-
; bly is about as valuable s the

and build a city government com-
plex on the site. Depe on
the complex's design, the town
might need the fire district prop-
erty for more space, Town Man-
ager Karen Stein said.

M It couldsell parcelson ~  building the new station, and this m Boulevard property, or
Riletin Boslovardinnd is one way to do it." ut $14 per squure fool, S on Rheem Boulevard, the
The district moved from the t thnugh the district has not ap. |#nd-use rules for the Moraga
Moraga Road torecoup ~ Rheem vard station be- . praised It, Johnston said.  , Road property could un-
the ooat o i o stess cause the four-decade old build- *_ Before the fire district can gel)  der the re-
station ; = : part of the Moraga R1 d prop-  Visions. Rules had allowed for
s | apie et e
. [« ik "ﬁx recreational and a few
BYDBS#?EFW | months under the . LEES, cEnee
MDRAGJ;‘ masjﬂug to re Biugm. Salamaek &
COVET SOme million it . ne potential b ddm* is the Dogen Han
spent to build a fire station, the uses on the n'te. se rules town of Moraga, Creek and gmﬁm
Moraga-Orinda Fire District would change under proposed . It might buy a bowling alley him at 925-945-4794 or dhan-
plans to sell some land. revisions to the town's general | adjacent to the new fire station nah@cctimes. com
The district is mag plan and might allow for a mix : .
placing two pro of housing and commercial de- e
market: 331 Rh velopment, for example.
had been the si *There will q.um unigue
42; and part of opportunities smd Luri
Meoraga Road Sllnmck. t
Station 42 open
“We really ¢ : mnrudinri&-mmmm
ﬂhﬂ'nud::!hj - ~ to subdivide the 1.7-acre
property,” el Road parcel, carving off for sale
said of the Rheem Botlevs hamwmﬂmm
cel, “We very much wmﬂg —_— .
coup some of the exp for See LAND, Page 4
CONTIE (35 o B M O, 2001
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Fire safety group urges a new tax

By Paula King
STAFF WRITER

The Orinds Fire Safety gency

Committee recommends that the
Orinda City Council and Morags-
Onnda Fire District board sup-
port asking Orinda voters for an
increase to the existung fire flow
tax on the Nov. 5, 2002 ballot.
This increase of up to 12
cents will exclusively fund
improvements to the water sup-
ply distribution system. The tax

measure would require a fwo- PO

ing fire protection, prevention pnhﬂ:almmtnﬂthntaﬁurthu
and suppression, and emer- installation of the proposed $13
medical services, equip- nﬂlﬂnnlgzjmhuedanthe
ment andfaciliﬁm Flow Uraft Master
"A 1Z-cent increase would Plan, there will still be 80
raise about $1 million annually  hydrants below 1,000 g p.m
md cost taxpayers an ave Ai the board's r'}lgu
[ $170 per vear, according , the idea of p
Mumga—l}:mﬂn Fire Chiel Jim mid&nﬂﬂnprefemm
Johnston, He said this would een  the two funding
unawtheprug:eﬁmbamuplut options was discussed. Some
aﬂﬁmmmm g residents felt this may show
4 wasipro-  whether Orindans favor a fire
ats who  flow tax over a localized assess-
meeting.

thirds majority vote. itended last weik ment district,

“We are essentially trying to cording to Jo nstnn. that "The idea of going back to
amend the current piece of [ire nilerﬁa!‘fﬁg, weuld take 24 years the communities involved
fow legislation,” said commit- to mum-- - pmpo&e;! WI.h.r lht‘m:gh exmﬂng homeowners'

tee chairman and Moragas-
Orinda Fire Distriet board
member Pete Wilson.

Only five cents is currently
levied in the Orinda service area
from the voter Six-
cent tax. The tax is levied by
parcel based on the square
Tootage of bulldings.

In 1987, a tax was approved
to fund the long-range capital
needs of the fire district, includ-

on per  Committes membe
minute mark, while 495 hydrants cnuncﬁman _Allan  Tabor
have a g.p.m. of 1,000 or more, thuughtﬂmti&m'wmmum:r—
according 1o William Kirkpa- productive, He said that as
trick, manager of water distribu-  elected officials, the residents of
tion planning for the East Bay Orinda put faith in them to
Municipal Utility District. This make decisions.

written information was dated _

May 2001. In his letter, Kirk- See FIRE, Page 2

Fire
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“‘I'm prepared to move for-
ward on the fire flow tax.”
Tabor said. “We've been work-
ing on this long enough.”

Wilson said that an assess-
ment district takes a lot of
| preparatory work that is expen-
swe and laborious. Annual

| ossessments are collected with

the property taxes and involve
the establishment of a benefit for-
mula by parcel with legal notices
provided to property owners of a
proposed assessment levy,

"Any form of a fire flow tax or
assessment district is going to be
& hard fight," said Wilson. “T think
aqyﬂ‘ung more than a six-cent
raise {5 doomed for failure.”

At a prior meeting, Wilson
said that the fire flow tax would
be easy to put on the ballot and
simple to administer, upon voter
approval, Established fire dis-
trict service zones, funding
numbers, levy codes and rev-
enue codes could be utilized,

If the city council and fire
board approved the recommen-
dation, the necessary ballot lan-
guage could be written early
next vear. An election committes
may also be formed at that time.

The council will discuss this
isgue at their meeting on Jan. 8§
and it is on the fire board's ggen-
da for tonight. They will meet at
7 pm. in the board room at 1280
Moraga Way, The committee
will mest nmm an Thursday,
Jan, 10 al 7 pom. at the Crinda
Community Center

% WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2001

Fire Tax
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il
of the election falling in the laps
of the fire district. '

“We're being the nice guys
here, which is fine if it can get
the folks what they want and
what they need,” said director
Gordon Nathan, who ques-
tioned who would be subsidiz-
ing the election costs.

that the

city of Orinda Should help in

hmdmg the water pipe improve-

minute criterin, while 485
hydranis have & g.pom. of 1,000
or more, according to William
Kirkpatrick, manager of water
distribution.  planning for
EBMUD. He also noted that
after the installation ol the pro-
posed $13 million project, there
will still be 80 hydrants below
1,000 g.p.m,

Fire Marshall Tonya Hoover
added the multi-million doilar
project will also add 49 new
hydrants, while a number of
neighborhoods will se¢ an
overall increase in their fire
flow among three hydrants,
which s the ultimate goal of
the fire district. Hoover said

-against. He said that he did not
of the request without more

2,250 g.pm,
hydrants.

The board voted four to one
to support developing the ballot
measure, wilth Nathan voting

from three |

feel comfortable voting in favor

information on what exactly
voters will be asked to approve.
He would also like to see some-
thing in writing from EBMUD
on their commitment to fund
even part of the project.

The Orinda Fire Safety Com-

‘mittee meets to develop ballot

language 7 p.m. Jan, 10, 2002 at
the Crinda Community Center,

g the fire flow fax by 12
cents, npeci&::ﬂliy 10 lrn rove the city's water sys-
tem infrastructure.

The board voiced supp its meseting last
week — a symbolic geﬂu%n that the exact
ballot language will have to feturn to the board
for final approval, g

5 brought before

The request far support
the bourd by directors Pete’ on and Robin
.i&se Orinda Fire

Berens, both of whom sit |
Eui'erj“Cummrtee.

“The money that is generated by the 12 cents
i strictly limited o funding water pipe improve
ments in the Orinda fire zone,™ Wilson exploinstd
1o the board,

The additional 12 cents will be: levied on top of
the existing six-cent tax Orinda voters approved
in 1997 at the formation of the fire district.

A great deal of discussion and time went into
determining that an’ additional fire tax |s ‘the
appropriate funding mechanism
for Orinda’s water pipe  problems.
“1 would vote for this recommendation,” said
hoard president Peter Scurr “I fesl the vntm.‘
really have to decide.”

The specific ballot language shuulﬂppear

before the board as early as February after the

fire safety committes agrees on the wording.
However, there was concern about the brunt

See FIRE TAX, Page 3

Durmg public comment,
Orinda resident Clyde Vaughn
spoke about concerns with the
ballot measure, adding that the
board does not have all the
infarmatian — there is no
kniwiedge on the mﬂnﬁun fac-
tor; interest rates to East Bay
Municipal Utiliﬁ%nmtrini
whether EBMU‘D

Its&mﬂsﬂdiwlewslypremnm
for this board to ado

inwmplele pmpnsal.

He added that only one-ffth
of Orinda househalds will see a
benefit from this increased tax
and subsequent construction.

The 12-cent tax will raise
roughly §1 million annually and
:t{?ﬁthe are ana e of

per year, This wou
the project to be completed in
2018,

Of the 708 existing fire
hydrants in Orinda, 206 fall
below the 1,000 gallon per

the district has a standard of

26 Orinda Way,

Parties iron out differences on fire flow project

Following two negotiation sessions among staff members of (he
East Bay Munici Utﬂiﬂmbistﬂﬁ,ﬂmmyngfﬂrmdamdﬂmuhhr
aga-Orinda Fire s Stumbling blocks in the three p ngm&
ment inwlﬂngm fire flow improvements in

Fimﬂhldiime;irujeded mmmmu!dbe
mlu}admw%hinihym and EBMUD should be reimbursed
years,

three g .._. mwmm

Dmaallofﬂm

have examined the
be brought before theﬂrﬁﬂhﬂntyﬂwmdonltﬂylﬁ and then be-
fore the Moraga-Orinda Fire Board on July 17
Themmkmﬂ_&ﬂlﬂnhlf be placed on uw ballot for this No-
vember's election. The filing deadline is July 22

, it will
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Fire board fleshes out
details for fire flow tax

By Meera Pal
STAIT WRITER

1f all as planned, the res-
idents. Wﬂndn will be voting
on whether or not to increase
thEIl; fire l'l[unwtﬁl.:: from 6 cents
to 18 cents in this upcoming No-
vember election.

Moraga-Orinda ' Fire board
members will make their final
decision about placing the mea-
sure on the November ballot, fi-
nalize language for the ballot,
and approve the impartial analy-

&i8 for the voter pamphlet af their
June 19 meeting.

il the measure passes, the in-
creased fire flow tax in Orinda
will help the fire district pay for

& roughly $13 million upgrade to

the inadequate wat
tem in the eity. i o3

The Orinda Fire Safety Com-
mittes dutennined i 1989 that
o upgrade the

o o ey {5

provemints to athieve a fire flow
standard of 2,250 gallons per
Lninm from three adjacent fire

Because the overall p
costisfi

the OFSC d u list of 49

musphmmuf-ﬁmﬁuw
mmprovements, This $13 million

See FIRE, Page 2

"~ was called from the Contrn  abatement,
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-
Fire
most of the interior walls,

Moraga-Orinda Fire  T0% S N, el extonded.

Roof fire: Fire crews were There is no estimate al this time
ca]ledtuwhal;begmuatwu- on the damage costs, however,
Roberts Court in  Battalion Chiel Pete Nowicki

pniday at approxi- said that most of the contents

: were saved,
A neighbor called 1
smoke col .. Open house: On Saturday

house. When the fire' crews 13 from 11 &m. to 2 p.m.

arrived, the two occupants were the  Moraga-Orinda  Fire

still inside. Fire crews quickly Department is holding an Open
determined that the fire was House at Station 45, 33 Orinda
originating in the attic. Eight Way. The fire station will be

mmm!g:mumlhd open to the public to view dis-
+ to respond to the fire, as well as  plays on paramedic equipment,

two medical units, Mutual aid earthquake pr weed
e Dogs for the
Costa County Fire Department, Blind and the Rescue One
as well as AMR. Most of the fire Foundation. They will also have
crews were released around 6 the new Wildland Fire Engine,
p.m. They had extinguished the new Rescue Ambu-
fire, which had the lance and the 97-foot ladder
majority of the roof, as well as truck on display.
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FIREFIGHTER/PARAMEDIC Dennis "Buzz" Aquilina watches as firefighter/paramedic Matt Epperson reaches for the
homea-made croutons, while firefighter/paramedic Vince Matulich waits patiently to eal the meal prepared by Aquilina.

Firefighters bond over culinary feats

By Meera Pal
LTAFF WHITER

Just like any household, get-
ting everyone to the dinner
table on time at the firchouse
can he a major leat.

After Moraga-Orinda fire-
fighter/engineer Dennis *Buzz”
Aqguilina makes the call over the
intercom, “Dinner. Dinner is
ready,” the men wandér in slow-
Iy ... very slowlwy,

Captain  Randy Kosanke
makes hig way out of the office,
while firefighter/paramedics
Vince Matulich, Steve Anaya
and Matt Epperson stroll in a
few minutes later in their
Sunday best — gym shorts and
T-shirts — straight off the bas-
ketball court., 0"

Just as evervone is about (o
sit down, the phone rings — it's
for Buzz.

After a few minutes of polite
waiting for the chel, the guys

UANGER

MEN
COOKING

[

decide to start Serving.

“You know every time, with-
out eating, it's going to be
good,” says Kosanke of Buzz'
famous cooking.

Tonight, the men dig into a
feast consisting of Caesar salad
with made-from-seratch dress-
ing and fresh baked croutons,
mlh-m[eﬁng garlic bread

wth sautéed garlic, and a won-

A publication of the Con.a Costa Times

derfully decadent” fettucine
alfreda.

Quickly the food is passed
around, and the eating begins,

The Junkyard Dogs, ak.a.
the Station #41 B-Shift, cherish
their moments together at the
dinner table. It allows them to
catch up on each other's lives ...
and tease one another without
mercy, of course,

Some days, however, it
seems the forces may be con-

| spiring (o keep the guys away

from their dinner table.

This past Sunday, before
Buzz could even get into the
parking lot of the local Safeway
ta shop for the night’s meal, the
crew was sent out an two back-
to-back calls,

Around 4:30 p.m., the almost
melodic tones (gone are the
days of harsh bells) sounded,
and a call sent the crew oul to
an fl-year-pld man who was
feeling ill. Quickly, the jokes

subsided, and the crew got
down to business;

Anaya and 1 headed
off in the ulance, while
Kosanke, Buzz and Matulich
jumped into the 97-foot ladder
truck. With lights blazing and
sirens sounding, the men head-
ed down Moraga Way toward
Larch Awvenue, ready for any-
thing.

Al the house on Larch,
Anaya and Epperson were
already inside when Marulich
and Buzz ran up the steps.
Inside the house, it was all seri-
ousness and efficiency; the
jokes were on hold, However,
the family dynamic still pervad-
ed. The men seemed to know
one anather so well; it was as if
they were reading each other's
minds — Kosanke had the TV
‘tubes ready for Matulich before
he was even asked.

See BISTRO, Page 2
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The ¢ andudwiththepaﬁentheingtakenm

: in the ambulance and the three in the
ladder truck planning to shop for dinner. But as
soonms the seatbelts were clicked, another call
came over the radia.

One of the residents at the Aegis Assisted
Living center was behaving aggressively.

“There is not much we can do in this type of
situation, other than find out whether she has
Alzheimer's or dementia. And whether she has
been taking her meds,” says Matulich.

Once inside, he took control, speaking with
the woman in a very calm voice, trying to deter-
mine what had happened. In the meantime, three
officers from the Moraga Police Deparniment
armived.

It was close to 5:30 p.m. when the crew
climbed back into their truck and finally headed
to Safeway for the ingredients ne for the
night's meal.

While Buzz 15 famous for his culinary cre-
atlons, all of the firefighters at #41 know how o
cook, and know how to cook well. Cooking is a
aha.s{;lmﬁ chore, like cleaning and yard work.
chef of #41, with his own monthly column called
“Buzz' Bistro" appearing in the M-0 Fire
District’s newsletter.

“If 1 hadn't become a fi ter, | would have
become a chef,” says Buzz, who has been cook-
ing since he was a little boy growing up in Marin

Cuum"iua
even taken a number of cooking class-
&4 to refine his hobby.

One day he may even start his own certifica-
tion pm%ram for firefighters — Firefighter
Cooking 10
“There would be two parts to this class: how to

and how o cook,” Buzz jokes,

inner 15 a sacred time {or the crew. Kosanke
has deemed it the TVifree hour, which is not a
I:Ium since. the men would rather talk and
ummnng themselves,
are closer because ol our dinners," says
Kosanke, “We catch up on the families and share
L Ao rett
a5 been a er for 26 years,
starting with the Moraga Fire District befare the
merge. As he wheeled the shopping cart around
Safeway, catching Buzz finds, Kosanke shares
memories of dinners past,

“It used to be more meat and potatoes — a lot
of prime rib," he says, “We are a lot more health
consclous.”

MNow when local resi

sh

bring food as thanks, I#'i ches, not burg-
ers and fries- t .

The sense of fa the crew, reveals

o hen Ansyas i
en Are tra a
in‘.hifl:lttl:nl]'m~ i tuntshpeuﬂtaﬁ'ln
ater than the resf, vill uzru..-;ll_'l,-r wrap 'up
their dinner plates and keep their food warm in

the oven.
Often, dirmer can be irreparably damaged,

everyone jokes that Buzz is the famous [

STEVE BARULIANETARE

DENNIS “BUZZ" Aquilina pulls out home-
made croutons for Sunday dinnper.

“We are closer because of our
dinners. We catch up on the
families and share in each

other’s lives.”
— Captain Randy Kosanke

like the time a call came in just us Buzz was

ing pasta into & boiling pot of water, l
degree of envy, he speaks of the timing feature an
the technologically savwy stove at the new
Station #42 — when the alarm suunds the gas
shuts off.

Dinner is wrapping up and the men are get-
tng ready to play the traditional game of Boss
Dice to determine who will be the lucky dish-
washer for the evening. Ten minutes later, as the
game is narrowed down to two players, Buse
comments that the dishes could have been done
by now — as the c¢hef, he of course, is exempl
from the game.

Boss Dice is o combination of Yahizee and
Poker. Five dice are rolled and the player with the
best hand is eliminated. Finally, Epperson is the
last man standing — he is the designated dish-

- washet,

As he walks into the kitchen with a pile of
dirty dishes in' hand, HKosankeé, Anaya and
Matulich follow, ready to help out one of their
oW,

“Even though he lost the game, we're still here
to help him,” says Kosanke,
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services
By Meera Pal
STAFF WRITER

As part of an in-depth staff and
budget review, the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District will spend §15,000 to
determine revenue available from
recouping ambulance costs.

The concept wus presented to
the board in December by Moraga
resident Sherry Hancock, presi-
dent and CEO of Healtheure
Consulting Associates. The fire
district approached Hancock
because she has 12 years of expe-

Ambulance

S
in the future (because it truly
mﬂﬁw mum
nformation mmrﬂﬂi;£
gram fo help defray current
e

£

‘Hancock's final assessment is

‘due back in mid-April, with infor-

mation on advantages/disadvan-
tages of outsourcing; billing
ﬂmmmm
pﬁnmmdmhwmmm
tages/disadvantages of medical
‘assignment.

rience in the development and Medicare, Medicare,
operations of health-care pro- Kaiser, co and other; per-
Erams. centage of population not covered

Most ambulance services bill by insurance; and district specific
patients,'wha then submit claims mudehnguf demographic informa-
to their insurance,

According 1o Chief Jim “{-I'Innnat:k} has an excellent
Johnstan, the Moraga-Orinda dis- |wﬂﬂ of the date that needs to
trict’s fees would be based on “a be collected,” said Battalion Chiel
conservative reimbursement A |Rﬂh “I truly believe that

The fire district is considering she will help us to achieve the end

using any additional revenue for
staff expansion. Past analysis has 1
shewn that the district can provide
a higher level of service and cover-
age il it were fo implement o
siaffing level of 19 personnel, up
from the current 17.

A 189-person model would pro-
vide dedicated ambulance staffing
ut Stations 41 and 45 and adaptive
response al Statian 44. An adap-
tive response is when the same

Contea Costa Sun o5
| who operate the engine
also operate the: umhulnnue

Berens
At last Wednesday night’s meet-

ing, board directors Pele Wilson %H“ e _
anid Robin Berens debated the pur- il
pmeni’the — whether or not
the cart hefore
Ey conducting & study
whm i speciﬁc staffing model has
not been chasen.

Meanwhile, directors Pete
Scurr, Gmﬂnnﬂuﬂun and Ben Ho
said it ter 1o gather all the
information about nlternative rev.
enie sources to allow the public to
make an educated decision.

“We need to gather data and
then intelligently inform the pub-
lie," said Nathan, “We would be
remiss if we tell the puhlm that we

1, qu "

Orinda resident Betty Murphy
also guestioned the need for the
study, explaining that she has
heard many residents say (hat the
fire district spends money as if
there were no |GmorTow,

Hﬂmﬁnm ﬁre board

be exacerbated by the extreme
stress that Tam experlencing as a_ |

JIH'IIFERLTEETH'F

_'-'BW in the first elec-
#}ﬁ#ﬂmmm

Wilsan eéchoed her thoughts and e p mrﬁmrﬂm‘mm visio r Ham
said that he was not in favor of the : e 20 ectio 4in Gdndt.&nddjraﬂbri’m
study. d did have the option  Wilson who | Berens is ¢

“We have not entertained the someone o the va- 3 in Orinda. Most Ii hnsmrhaﬂnnbhmm

idea or voted in favor of the 18-
person staffing level. If we don't
endorse that level, then wé should
nat spend this money.” he said.
Seurr thar the district will
still look for other revenue

| See AMBULANCE, Page 2

cant seat until the Mo detision will be mlﬁ! at ﬂ.‘I:E M

uptﬁﬁnﬂnz ; complish everythin

vember elections, notes director hmrd‘smeeﬁngmlu:mlﬂ says  have liked in his EI:stntﬂ:
Pete Wilson, and may still do so.  hoard president Scum.

Three seats are slated for reelec  Berens was elected fo the SeeBERENE. Page 2
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By Meera Pal

STAFY WHITER

When sendor Chris Davies graduates this June
from Campolindo High School, he will already be
a step closer to his dream of becoming a fire-
fighter.

Thanks to a special graduation gift from the

raga-Orinda Fire District, Davies, along with
49 other seniors, can now save a life using CPR.

“This is the biggest gift you can give — to give
someone back their life," said M-O Fire Engineer
Paramedic/EMS coordinator Darrell Lee.

With seniors exempt from STAR testing last
week, vice principal Paul Mack thought it would
be a great time 1o offer a CPR class. "It is a valu-
nble skill to have,” he said.

And, considering that seniors were given the
option of sleeping in last week, Mack was
pleased to see the large turnout at 9 a.m.

As students walked into the big gym on
Thursday, they were greeted by a small contin-
gent of firefighter-paramedics, along with rough-
Iy 40 “Little Annies™ lnid out on the gym floor.

Resuscitation Annie, as she was known, no
longer exisis as a (ull-size, full-weight dummy.
Today, Little Annie, as Lee refers to them, con-
sists of a torso and a4 head with no arms or legs,
They are easier to transport and less expensive 1o
purchase, which allows the fire district to acguire
enough of them for large group CPR sessions.

“My goal is to have every senior graduate with
i CPR card,” Lee explained to the group. “Today,
you will learn how to save your friend’s life.”

If a student begins choking on an apple, it may
take the fire crew five minutes to arrive ot
Campolinde High School, or seven minutes,
depending on which engine is deployed. It Is
those first few critical minutes that can make a
difference between life or death, said Lee, since
brain death can accur in five minutes, while per-
maneni brain death occurs after 10 minutes

However, if someone were to perform the
Heimlich Maneuver before the fire engines amived,
the victim would be able to breathe and permanent
brain damage could be prevented.

After watching n brief video on the signs to
look for during four eritical emergencies — heart
attnck, stroke, cardiac arrest, and choking — the

students were deployved o a station with Little
Annie.

As Davies and his friend Jordan Pearce
kneeled beside the torso, Davies checked for a
pulse and determined that the victim was uncon-
srious. He began hir giving two quick breaths and
15 chest compression

Giving mouth- lu-muuth can be difficult for
some individuals, but today, all emergency tech-
nicians carry a face shield to place over the vic-
lim's mouth — a plece of plastic with a hole. Of
course, a face shield may not always be handy, in
which case, Lee recommended using a T-shirt,
sweatshirt, or even a $10 bill.

Even if mouth-to-mouth is not given, compres-
sions can be just as valuable for the unconscious,
allowing the blood to circulate in the body.

While many of the seniors hope they will

KRISTOPHER SRINNEAVSTAFF
KIM MULLER does chest compressions on a CPR dummy as Briann Gagnon watches.

never have to use the skills they leamed (o save a
loved one’s life, they know that they are prepared
should the situation arse.

“It is worthwhile and something 1 will defi-
nitely use in the future” said senior Jessica
Martin.

Two years ago, Pearce was at scout camp
when a fellow scout stopped breathing. Without
a thought, he quickly began mouth-to-mouth,
providing two quick breaths. Amazingly, his fel-
low scout was able to walk away alive, thanks
to Pearce’s swift action and his knowledge of
CPR.

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District conducts CPR
training once a month. For more information on
how to sign-up, call CPR Coordinator Steve
Anaya at 258-1592.

Berens -

FROM PAGE 1

years on the board, he will con.
tinue his involvement in the fire
district.

*1 will be sitting

-omn the other
side of the table,” he says. “1 think
| can achieve more us a citizen —
the restrictions on what the board
can and cannot du. with Ihe
Brown Act, are i

As a resident of the
anal area, he will also continue
to fight for improved fire flow in
Oirindda, and will not rest until the
first new pipe is laid, He plans to
attend fire board and Orinda Fire
Safety Committee meetings 1o
further that end.

“Amongst other things, it is

very important that (the fire fow
measure] pass and there needs
to be a tremendous amount of

puhlm ad‘umnm. says Berens,

always encouraged the
w to attend meetings and
about the fire district.
Thus far, the district has re-
ceived one application from
Berens® former election opponent,
involvement with the district,
since losing in 2000. He decided

w.'mnymmmmemm

senting his
e bl
As a citizen, Goltfried had
signed up (o it on the campaign
committee, but should he be ap-
pointed, he will siep down as a
member, us well ns from several
of his voluntear positions with

the fire district, including his
work with the emergency com-
munications van. However, his |
work as President of the Rescue
One Foundation may be allowed.
While the fire board was sur-
by Berens' resignation, Fire
Chief Jim Johnston says that he
understands his decision and that
he has “appreciated everything
(Berens) has done for the district.”
The Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict will be accepting applica-
tions for Berens' seat on the
board until 5 p.m. June 10. Any
Orinda resident living in Division
5 and interested in applying
should submit a summary of their
qualifications to the district's ad-
ministrative offices at Station
#45, 33 Orinda Way. For maore in-
formation, call 258-4589.

e L e e A
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Fmeboardgetsnewtenmmember:

dates on the mmﬂf

harizon — I [elt ﬁlﬂf deadline, the 'ﬂlnn

|t-w|.-u:aI:n:,r;:mtnrrr { trict received only two ap-

lic duty to nm!“ plications for the Division Five

o resident, Mark Shatfer

_ rinda resi

rliging ) “] After ?glm Following a 20-minute infer-

vision e 2000 late view with each candidate, the

elections, Gnufrmd ecided to May, the board board voted 1o Gontfried,

apply for the position, made decided to ac: Gnnﬁﬁd who was ly sworn-in
available by the recent resigna- cept applica-

tion of director Robin Berens.
“ didn't see any viable candi-

tions for the seat and o

that night by S
M ight by Superior Court

resident from the region of

See FIREBOARD, Page 2

Fireboard
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Judge John Kennedy. Gottiried
then took his seat with the board
for the remainder of the meet-
ing

According to fire board di-
rector Pete Wilson, Gottfried was
chosen from among the two ap-
plicants because of his involve-
ment in the community, as well
a5 with the fire district.

“Gene is highly qualified. He
is heavily involved in the fire dis-
trict on a volunteer basis," said
Wilson, “Tt was just kind of ob-
vious that Gene was the one we
should appoint.”

Gottfried, who became in-
volved with the district five years
ago, began his volunteer work
with the district’s communica-
tions van. After the merger in
1887, he joined the Rescue One
Foundation. This year he is serv-
ing as president for the non-
profit organization.

Recently, Gottfried was ap-
pointed co-chair of the “Citizens
for Fire Safe Orinda," which will
gerve as the campaign commit-
tee for the upecoming election,
should the fire district decide to

“It was just kind of
obvious that Gene
was the one we

should appoint.”

— Pata Wilsan
Fire board director

remaining two years of Berens'
term, ending in 2004,

He added that when the two
fire districts merged, they had
made a point to ensure that two
of the five seats on the board
would come up for at a different
time in the election cycle than
the other three seats. If Gottfried
serves only until November, the
ratio will shift, since three seats
are already open this November,
Rass said he would ook into the
matter and have a decision for
the board at its next meeting on
July 17,

Even though the matter was
not resolved, the board decided
to appoint Gottfried in order to
have a fifth director

“It's important that we fill the
position for the benefit of the
community,” said director Gor-
don Nathan,

While Gottfried is not anxious

T e P T T
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JENMIFER LEEGTAFF

GRADUATING SENIOR Chris Davies wanttrtn pursue a career ua Mhﬁu‘m‘d hopefully station at
the Moraga-Orinda Fire Station 41 in Moraga.

Cunﬂ:g. Coata Sun 6-26-2002

tream change in fire flow plan

place the proposed increase to  to run another campaign, he says BF Meera Pal for the fire flow improvement W EBMUD will not pay for the:
the fire flow tax on the Novem- he will make the most of his time 1 : mmmmmm hydtants that are included in the.
ber bailot. with the fire board — whether he nmmﬂumw& several additions on May 21, original cost estimate,

At last week's meeting, the serves until November or until for the Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis- adding si v to the B EBMUD wants the citizens
fire distriet’s legal counsel, Bill 2004, trict, city of Orinda and East Bay nal costs l.s:untﬁmd in theﬂm:t- 1o pick up EBMUD's portion of
Ross, explained that it is uncer- *The most important issue be- Municipal Utilities District, after prehensive Enginee: the engineering study, minus 9.85
tain as to whether or nol Gat- fore us right now is to get the fire EBMUD decided to modify the B The of- percent;
tfried will serve until the up- flow issue on the ballot and terms of for Orinda’s  §12,760,000 miun Z20iper- W EBMUD forgot to include a
coming election, or for the passed,” he said, water pipe improvement project mntmntmgnmy. For to. cost of $450,000 for service rans-

— specifically the portion to be agree o a “"not (o exceed fers in the engineering study and
completed by the water district.  amount,” they are demanding an  wants that cost added.

The three groups had been additional 20 percent confin- S
working on specifying the costs  gency; See EBMUD, Page 2
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With these changes, the fire
flow project would require a 25-
year timeline for the propesed
|2-cent increase to the fire fow
tax, rather than the previously
estimated 20 years. And, if 20
years is the maximum sunset ap-
proved by Orinda voters,
EBMUD has indicated that it will
not guarantee completion.

At last week’s MOFD board
meeting, fire district counsel Bill

Ross characterized EBEMUD's
modifications as “critical changes
in the text of the agreement.”

In a letter to William Kirk-
patrick, EBMUD's Manager of
the Water Distribution Planning
Division, fire chief Jim Johnston
stated, "The revised Agreement
is not acceptable to the District
and City and presents issues that
the District and City believe were
resolved prior to the review.”

Last weel, Johnston and fire
board director Pete Wilson met
with EBMUD representative Katy
Foulkes to discuss their concerns

with the last minute additions,

All parties agreed that
EBMUD staff would reconsider
the agreement and refurn a con-
ceptual document to the fire dis-
trict, no later than July 12.

“If there are irreconcilable dif-
ferences, they need to be brought
back before the board and the
city council," sald Wilson, "It is
not reasonable to expect this
board to put an issue on the bal-
lot that it could not support.”

There is a July 22 deadline to
place the fire ow tax measure
on the Nov, 5, 2002 ballot. |




