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Police put heart into new training

By Emilie Karmick
STAFT WRITER

Local police offwers se brang
meanmg. oo Ethe
adinge "o prodest aml serve ]
As of this week, officers in Lhe
Moraga and Ofimdn pofice depart

ng s ugearld

v have the fools wnd Lrampg
ihat will ensble thens 1o revive hear
miakk vicums

Fongumg- forees with pacemedics
wieinda Fire Dis
i

tiet, the two police ¢
i
the county o cammy adbomdatic exler
il defibrillivars  (AED) When
plice officers respond st 1o a

epatments are

lwwe enlurcemenlt opencies i

lesigt axtack, they wall be alele o s
s e pateent during erigcal Hie
sawiing mijmees

‘Every mimde that goes by
when symebody s not breathing o
has 1o pubse, you're looking an 100
chance of wurveval,”
Fwrrell
They have the 10ols 10k aad

pervent e
salld  parammedi CEIEITIeeT
|
i vl help s make a difference in

the patient™s survival,”

Lee wivl Moraps issident Ben Ho

recently apponted s the new
Mesapa-Orinda fire boand member
conducied imining for all members of
toth police depariments. Officess
lzarned ihal o they ure able 1o wistuen
e Yl of survival,” they moy be
able 1o resuscitate o vectim who mim
wiits helore wid o nonbecither

This chann of sarvival stmts the
moenetl & call for help s mode
Upon wmival to g scene whare the
pallent has mo pulse and s Do
breathmg, UPR will hekp lemperate
o hean that is in fibrillation
chantie thivilim conisexl I'-:; en TS e
|1.||r|J.|;|' 1o e beart e be

i defibralbubion cliecine shisk
Uhat sepads the T bisck ingo ity nos
il rhythm — 0 siwrted  wathin
wven nuissies o fess, chonce of aur
wival is 20 percent wnd grenter. Hivwe-
ever, thut shock must be odmimis
lered witliin 10 mnutes il b 1o be
effective at all

“Electricity: shocks (the heart)
Wikes i up and stufs of |~c.;||||y
We try s

arigln,” Ho -.-'|I=II.:||'.|'.|

el elecinicity (o the hean dionee

i s

Ho, o Moragn neseeve police
alThcer, firsd rabseed he porssabiliny of
sich @ progLan Aler i wenr s worth
al cotkversabions
malice chiels, the {ine chied. bath ity
copncaly, ihe Dire baaand, the palice
Emerpency
e

ansitilliei,  edalany
and Hewcue
v Laemciedd
ALDs an
i ghe Dire disieier, while Resvue
e donmied she S35 0080 cosd of the
lifih. Thi
pulice officers (hee i Ovfoda and

Medhul Services
|asurm ket e
or kan

nnchines [ he wsed By
pwii i Mesiiga) v been, deenied
. with play by play
poce e eloctiondes o

Lt prroisf =

pEEruC Lo

atachked o the chest
Everyibung frewn when o do OPH
amll whether or not o shock %
pdlvised i dsgtpied by (he mod lnee
AL st we wiere a lile leery
paramedics o
uny g, Bus (1 seems Jike 108 really
ciy,” el Muoeagie Dfficer Riddy
[hckey, "We'n eacigd 10 _-__'I'I i cupdl
sy thutd we can betually pet oa there

Soo AEDs. Page 2

ot

becaise. we ng nol

beiween (e twis
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Cvinda Detective Craig Cooper ttaches contacts fo an somatic extemal defbrillator during training

last Thursday with firefighterpammedic Felipe Barmatio, rght, and Moraga Officer Julie Valdesz,



FROM PAGE 1
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Both Lee and Ho emphodived
ihar while having AEDs on board
gives the officers one more wool, 1
should in ng wity compromise (heir
role as pubiic safely officers. A
police officer’s Ml priocy s to
mrake sure o scens i safe and secure
— before  administering o un
injured party.

"Il docsn’l change what ouwr
Tlipﬂmibﬂll.jr i, said Orinda Sgt

Chris Wenzel, “The bottom line is
we're emergency personnel and our
riln pufposs 1§ 10 secire o ahistion,”

Orinds  Police Chief Dan
Lowrence added that the program
will be implemented no differentdy
than the current protocol an officer
follows when pedforming CFR or
other types of first aid. If an officer
i4 able 1o armive on scene faster than
fire personnel, they will respond,
However, if forced 0 choose
between ahank robbery and o med-
leal emergency, for cxample, offi-
cerl will go to the Tormer betaiic
they know that fire personnel will
eventually respond 1o the Intter

“I's not that we're taking the
plmce of anybody,” sad Moraga Offi-
cer Murk Ruppenthal, “If those polden
mimtes can be atained snd somebody
can be saved, imn't that what police
and fire, public salery & all about™
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