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"1984-1986 Rescue 1 Foundation Scrapbook,” is a detailed histarical scrapbook documenting
the activities, achievernents, and notable events of the Rescue One Foundation and the Moraga
Fire Protection District from 1984 to 1986. Here is a summary of its key contents:

1. Community Leadership and Tribute

= Marion Devin, a community leader and founder of the Rescue One Foundation, is
memorialized. She was pivotal in organizing paramedic services in Moraga and
supporting local civic causes.

+ The scrapbook highlights her efforts in community health and emergency preparedness,
especially through her involvement with the Rescue One Foundation.

2. Rescue One Foundation Activities

= The Rescue One Foundation, a nonprofit supporting the Moraga Fire District, facilitated
major purchases of emergency medical equipment like the Lifepak 5 heart
monitor/defibrillator, funded by community donations.

« From 1979 to 1986, over $21,000 was raised and used to support paramedic services,
CPR training, and equipment acquisition.

3. Community Events and Education

» The Foundation participated in public events such as Fiesta de Moraga, offering health
services like free blood pressure screenings and promoting programs like Medic-Alert
and the Vial of Life.

» (PR classes were promoted and partially funded by the Foundation, aiming to equip
residents with lifesaving skills.

4, Fire District Developments

« Chief Don Skinner retired in 1986 after 18 years of service and was honored by the
community in a large public event.

« Ed Lucas was appointed the new fire chief. He had served the district since 1959 and was
actively involved in fire prevention and safety initiatives.



5. Fire Safety and Prevention Campaigns

= Emphasis was placed on fire hazard reduction, including guidelines for homeowners to
plant fire-resistant ground cover and maintain defensible space.

= The fire district advocated for replacing flammable shake roofs and promoted
ordinances for safer housing developments.

6. Historical Perspectives

= The scrapbook includes reflections on the transition from a volunteer-based fire service

to a professional, full-time operation.

= [tdiscusses the early days of Moraga's fire services and milestones in paramedic and

emergency response capabilities.

7. Public Communications and Outreach

» Numerous press releases, public letters, and articles document the Foundation’s work,
community partnerships, and safety education efforts.

« The scrapbook includes photographs, newsletters, and news clippings that illustrate
community engagement and the evolution of emergency services in Moraga.



“" 1984
= Rescue One Foundation leadership (1984-85):
o President: Jeanne Kirsch
o Vice President: Carol Porterfield
o Secretary: Ellie Kositch
o Treasurer: Gordon Nathan
s« Community Donations & Equipment Purchases:

o Community donations fund a significant number of equipment purchases for
paramedics, including CPR mannequins and training aids.

o Lifepak 5 heart monitor-defibrillator is highlighted as a top priority for future
fundraising.

W 1985
« Leadership Transition:
o President: Carol Porterfield
o Vice President & Secretary: Ellie Kositch
o Treasurer: Julie Fisher
o New Director: Ellen Long
» Fiesta de Moraga (May):

o Rescue One Foundation participates with a booth and a vintage fire truck in the
parade.

o Promotes Medic-Alert, Vial of Life, and offers free blood pressure screenings.
« Community Contributions:

o Lifepak 5 purchased with funds from individuals and organizations, including
neighbarhood associations and a local golf group.

o Notable donations include memorial contributions, gifts of $10-5500 from
residents, and more than $1,000 from community groups.



™ 1986

March 10: Death of Marion Devin, community leader and Rescue One Foundation
founder.

March 28: Chief Don Skinner retires after 18 years as Fire Chief of the Moraga Fire
District.

o Retirement celebration attended by 250 community members.

o Skinner honared for expanding paramedic services and madernizing the district.
April:

o Ed Lucas appointed new Fire Chief.

o Lucas had served since 1959 and was Assistant Chief since 1972.

April 7-13: "Moraga Beautiful Week” features town beautification and fire hazard
reduction efforts.

October 11: Fire District hosts Open House and Fire Prevention Week activities.

o Events include tours, CPR demonstrations, and safety education for families and
children.

CPR Training Campaign:
o Rescue One sponsors CPR classes through the Fire District.

o Recordi-Anne mannequins and training videos purchased and refurbished.
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Carol Porterfield, Assistant Chief John Cooper, Chief Don Skinner and Jeanne Kirsch

display Lifepak 5.

The beat goes on: Moraga’s Rescue One

By JEANNE KIRSCH
Sun

correspondent
An $8,000 heart monitor-defibril-
lator has been by Mora-

ga's Rescue One Foundation, a non-

ed to the Moraga Fire Department
s a gift to all citizens in the Moraga
Fire District.

Contributions by people who
have been helped by Moraga's res-
cue team made the purchase of the

Lifepak 5 possible, according to last

into service in 1971, over 6,000 calls
for medical aid have been answered
the Fire District Parame-
dic/Firefighters and Emergency
Medical Technician/Firefighters,
uttem aceo donations
Do &
o over ons,
express “appreciation for help from
the wll-t:-uﬂm:l. competent and car-
ing men on the Paramedic Team."
“This is what citizen contribi®
tions means to the community,"
Mungx Fire Chief Don Skinner
‘Everyone who has donated
over the years can be proud un’f be-
ing a part of the purchase of this
life-saving machine.”

The state-of-the-art Lifepak 5
unit has the ity of saving
lives of heart attack victims and in
any “*Code-Blue" situstion when
there is no heart beat and no

It will be carried in Res-
cue One, Moraga Fire District’s
newest ambulance.

unit can monitor the heart ap n ,

screen, and concurrently tape a per-
manent record on & strip. When the
ambulance is enroute to the emer
gmqrrmm,t'ﬂ'u-wnjrudinmmmu—
nication permits hospital doctors to
maluntntheputlentsmnd:tﬁm.
As Moraga Paramedics’

purchase, 5 lllﬁpnm
lighter than the 1977 Amb Pack
monitor-defibrillator it is i

It is compatible with hospital emer-
gency room equipment, and its car-
digscope can be removed for trans-

available, Previous purchases ln~
clude: & $6,000 heart monitor/defi-
brillator in 1980, Recorda-Anne and
Resusci-Baby for C.P.R. classes, and
films and video eguipment for train-
ing personnel.

Some of the donations which

Department staff, Moraga Fire
Commissioners, and Rescue One
Foundation directors. One $10
check came with a letier from a six-
year-old girl after a bicycle accident.
A 8100 check was donated by a
couple as a living memorial to

father who had required help from
the Rescue Team three times in six
months, while a resident who ha_d

gy Goll Group and Morags Woms
en's Golf Association. And esch
year the Miramonte Homeowners
Association also play “Sants™ by

sizable contributions to the
foundation. The Moraga Service
League donated the proceeds from
their “Disco” fund-raiser, but most
of the checks are from individuals
in amounis of $10, $15 or §25.

“Good equipment is vital to the
success of our Paramedic Pro-
gram," sald Assistant Chief John
Cooper, officer-in-charge of the
Moraga Fire Department medical
emergency program. “The continu-
ing support of the Rescue One
Foundation helps us achieve our
goal to provide the highest quality
emergency medical care to the com-
munity."

Rescue One Foundation Direc-
tors Linda Borrelli, Bill Diffenderfer,
Jerry Meyer, Glen Furiow and Julie
Fisher were led in 1984-85 by Presi-
dent Jeanne Kirsch, Vice President
Carol Porterfield, Secretary Ellie
Kositch, and Treasurer Gordon Na-

Incoming officers for 1985-86 mre
President Carol Porterfield, Vice
President and Secretary Ellie Ko-
The m&ﬁru't replﬂ reuﬁng

new or
Glen Furlow is Ellen Long. B




Fiesta - bright par¢
cold Memorial weekend
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The cold weather in Moraga Valley llﬁdnntduerlhem&ia\riu

League' moming, march-
hgﬂnnsg Ruld!lmnmqplﬂ;ndq mmnppingnemu

There were 31 entries including town of-
fcial, cheerleders, bands e vhe cars. vt N et Yoo
: Mﬂsﬁﬂynﬂmmprdedn&pumndhuhﬂmﬁ
Wright Morton was announcer. Pat Warren was chair of the
_two-day Fiesta featuring & Dunk [t boath, food game concessidns,
exhibits, demonsirations and concerts.

g the marchers were: Moraga Fire District’s rescue unit, Ju-
- nior Horsemen's Color Guard, Sixth Band, Grand Marshal Bill

Fire warning & 6 S */4/gs
The Moraga Fire District anticipates one of the driest

summers in California history and recommends
residents look to reducing the fire hazards around their
homes.

Capt. iqudd,ﬂrupuwﬂhnmﬂmur said
home-lhreatening fires have

t




Moraga fire chief to retire; five apply to take post

MORAGA — Don Skinner is
retiring March 28 as chief of
the Moraga Fire Protection
District. Five officers in the
department have applied Lo
succeed him. )

The five are Assistant Chiefs
John Cooper and Ed Lucas, and
Capts. Chris Klein, Les Wandel
and Robert Ortland. The

from the district’s board of fire
commissioners.

Skinner, 60, has been chief
since 1968 and receives an
annual salary of §65,016. He
lives in Moraga.

D 20X 4

His department has 24
uniformed employees and
serves a 32-square-mile area
that includes the town of
Moraga and nearby
unincorporated land. Besides
firefighting, it also provides
paramedic and ambulance
services on a $1.6 million
annual budget.
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Thursday, April 27, 1978

Contra Costa Times — Page 28

ORAGA — A first of &
foundation to aid the

‘gofnmunity’s fire depart-
ment emergency medical

services has been estab- v

¢~ The formation of the Res-
‘vue 1 Foundation was an-
nounced recently by
“Marion Devin, widow of
former fire commissioner
‘Ra¥ Devin.

a1 Mrs. Devin explained the
Ray Devin Memorial Fund,
“ehtablished after Devin's
death in 1974, has been dis-
“gblved. The %2500 in the
MWM tﬁgﬂﬂﬂ&&mdnm!rﬁ
g for new non-pro
foundation.

[CE IRV
E Fire Chief Don Skinner
5414 this is the only founda-

' _nrlis kind.

foundation is set up
hl:r uipment and sup-

“plies, tgkn paramedms for
the district and improve S5al
our medical services. The
mof wl[l not be used for
54 " Bkinner said.

He envisions the princi-
ple use of the money to
frain additional paramed:
ics which would enable the

+ district to have two par-
amedics on duty at all
times. Currently part-time
service is available with
one paramedic and one
unﬁrgen{:jr medical techni-

clah on
Iﬁm Devin also concurs

Marion

gency medical service care
was conceived in 1971 when
Devin was & fire commis-

SR sipper.

ﬂnnpmﬂm.hﬂ..\’uu:ﬁ-m,

Fire Chief Don Skinner look 51 Rescue | Foundation's charter.

that the money is especial-
ly needed to train par-
amedies. "It costs $14,000
to tarain @ paramedic.” she

And, like other residents
of Moraga, she thinks
emergency mmttr:al ser-
vice is a necessity.

“We live at the end of the
line,” Mrs. Devin said. She
related how congested the
main roads into town get at

commute times, mak-
ing it difficull to get an
ambulance into the com-
munity. And, she noted
there are no nearhy ambul-
ange companies.

The Moraga Fire Protec-

tion District just spent
£30,000 for an ambulance
for edic service. In
addition, the district an-
nually spends $150,000 for
fMEergency services per-
sonnel and $10,000 for sup-

Mrs. Devin explained
there is some fear that

these expenses might even- po

tually be considered a frill,
especially if the Jaryis-
Gann iniative passes. The
Rescue I Foundation can
help the district meel some
of the expenses for emer-
gjnﬂi:y medical service, she

Paramedic and emer-

That year the communi-
ty, through the Moraga
Service League, asked the
districl fo man a rescue

_yehicle. The necessary
sm,m for purchase of the |

le was raised through
dnnatiun:d b{rn}ll': aenlfice

al rs and a
mng state grant.

In 1974, residents voted (o
tax themselves up to an
additional 25 cents per $100
of assessed valuation for
ambulance and paramedic
service.

Fill-time ambulance
care became available in
mid 1974 and 87 persons
were transported to the
hospital, However, resi-
dents had to wait until 1977
for paramedic service.

In 1875, there were 200
medical ¢alls with 198
tra 1978, 37T calls
and 233 transports and in
!B'ﬁ;ﬂl calls and 213 trans-

Daonations to the founda-
tion can be sent to the main
fire station, 1280 Moraga
Way,. The foundation o
cers are Mrs. Devin, presi
dent; Donald E. Anderson,
vice president; Yvette
Mance secretary-treasurer
and Skinner, consultant.
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Town salutes Moraga Fire Chief Don Skinner
Tiz Chief toasted and roasted by 250

at last week’s retirement dinner

By Juanita Malonay
Coresparntent

Chief Don Skinner, Ret., Moraga Fire District, was
roasted and toasted by more than 250 residents and
friends who attended his retirement dinner Wednes-
day night at 5t M s{:ollega

The handsome firefighter is the first of
meynﬂngmwnsspm:hm!ummﬁm hlic ser-
mandthuumwpmplegnv:hmaﬂmﬂgm
tion in appreciation of 18 years of devoted service to
Moraga and a total of 32 years in fire service in Con-

tra Costa County.

Salutes and barbs were sung by a dozen spokes-
men far town, county and state dignitaries, inchiding
Contra Costa County Supervisor Nancy Fahden; Sue
Phelan for State Bill Baker; Dan Truhett
from the State Fire Marshall; Gerry Meyer, chairman
of the Moraga Liaison mnmjme,ﬂllﬂ(ﬂsmhmd
Jean Kirsch from Rescue One Foundation; and Kathy
Sullivan from Senator Nick Petris' office.

First speaker to roast the chief was former Mor-
aga Fire Commissioner and Moraga resident Hazel
McClearnen who now resides in Truckee.

Chief Skinner’s dedication to the game of golf as
well as fire was touched on by several
ers hdudmgmm:ﬂmﬂnmhle Sam }hli,hgupennr e
Court judge, retired, who acted as master of ceremo-

S mw'mwwnmﬂmmwmu

nies. Judge Hall was joined in the banguet crowd by
Chief Skinner's golfing buddies from Contra Costa
Country Club.

Some of the more touching tributes came from
Chief Skinner's son, Tauby, lﬁrdidllﬂ'wﬂhlhemun
ty Consolidated Fire Protection District, who present-
ed his father with 1mﬂ=dpmﬁmedbyn]l
attending the banquet. The cover.portrait of Skinner
in a fire hat was done by Orinda artist Joe Cleary; and
the presentation of a firehouse bell clock from the
entire Moraga Fire District personnel who were in at-
tendance. (Two e were in front of the
milegechapdjnmlnlﬂm

The chiefl and his wife Jan were presented
with & check for §1,008 from “The Friends of Don Skin-
ner."”

Mingling for no-host cocktails before dinner at
Dryden Hall were the full complement of Fire Commis-
sioners and their wives Art and Mary Co-
merford, wmmmmmdnﬁnum

—



Lueas named Moraga fire chief

MARTINEZ — EdwardL. The appointment was made
Lucas, 'who became a Moraga on the recommendaion of
firefighter 27 years ago, was County Administrator Phil
elevated to chief of the Batchelor and the district's
department yesterday by the board of commissioners Lo
Contra Costa County of replace Chief Don Skinner, who
Supervisors, - retired Friday.

Oatilond T bvee q/m/ A

Wenresday, Aoril @ 1088 Mﬂtﬂ&ﬂm

Lucas appointed chief

for Moraga Fire District

By Tom Hoffman
Ed was named chief of the
Fire: District last
Don Skinner,

this " Lucas said Thurs-
day, that he was
immediate changes. compli-
mented his stafl and Assistant Chiel

:
;
SE
:
g

i munity stretch
back even farther. His father, the

;:l:l.lngmdllmuun,mhnm

He and his wife, Carol, live in
Moraga and will have been married
30 years in Septe

"We're " Carol Lucas
said of her new post. She
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Fire Chief Ed Lucas s Cnss A

is the director of donor research at mnmmtﬂh.ﬂ.im

St. Mary's College. I.H-
Th
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Moraga Beautiful Week starts

~ Moragans are spring
between the

has offered to plant the en-
trance to the Moraga Com-
mons on Saturday, April 12,
with annuals furnished by
the town. Garden clubbers

front of the library.

Several service organiza-
tions have v.l m?n
power and/or supplies for
the refurbishing of town ar-

L
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" 'Only Moraga residents

will be allowed to use this

facility and drivers' licenses

|h.

Driving through the
streets of town, evidence of
the spring 1 gl

m*:hmhnw Fire ‘Chief
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i ¥ Sun phatnTwar Alen
NEW FIRE MARSHAL for the Town of Moroga is Les Wandel,
a veteran of the district for 26 years, Morage Fire Chief Ed
Lucas recently announced. Wandel was born ond raised in a
heme on Camino Pablo. After a three-yeor stint in the Army,

he began his fire-fighting career os a hoseman at the old fire

station on School Street on Sept. 1, 1960. Since then, Wan-
del has worked his way through the ranks, ond has been ac-
tive in fire prevention work over the years. He and his wife
Ruth, live in Concord and plan fo move back o Moraga,

-

In 1970, the Moraga Service

The department -il;_uumly

leting installation of an OPTI-
COM sysem in all trafic lights in  Commissioner Olden

another fireshouse, which

nin,



hyDud.ur*xH in Pinole IEMrmHlyward.
*The raw death rates for Medicare patients are use-
lmhmmmmﬁmummm
public affairs director for the
Care Program,

Tunnel case closed

The last active case fram the 1982 Caldecait
Tunnel mmwclmmmmmmm

and Clough Equipment Co, to pay the widow of the AC
Transit bus driver killed in the crash. Under terms of

g
i
z
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Benefits talks begin

Cuuncﬂrcpmmuﬂmm Rich-

one ;
ﬁ%mdﬂmﬁﬂmhﬁﬂe]ﬁmﬂmwh
1957 as a mathematics teacher, football and track coach
and counselor at Las Lemas High School in Walnut
Creek

llombershlp drive

! this month. All new
o Oct. 1 to Oct. 23 will count

mhhﬂdhmm :

emphasizing that

) 'hﬁiinawmmnfmmu

uu
Drhre
Lafayette. Trails will be gravel-surfaced and

not paved
allocation of paving funds in
Park: District's 1987 budget.

sé’ﬁﬁ‘i’ﬁm meets

Golf course stallod

The Moraga Country Club's efforts to lease land
from the state for a golf course expansion will be stalled
un’u1nftrﬂut¢wf;dmnonlpmpmdhlﬂm

mw.mummmm
mission, said Monday he supports
gotintions on a G0-acre parcel of the G Bwle'md
right of until "we can adequately the ex-
pressed direction of all Contra Caosta County residents.”

Middle East talk

David Long, of the U.S. Department of State Office

Cuuntmenurimmuspnknn *Politics and Terror-
minﬂ:ehllddleﬂm on Monday, Oct, 6 al the
Orinda Community Church, 10 Irwin Way.

A reception will start at 7:15 p.m., and the program
will start at 8 .m.']'hatﬂkhgmsmdbyme“hrld
Affairs and the cost is 3 members and $6 non-

members, Call 982-2541 for reservations.

Save lives

'lhRemmGqumllﬁunmdthuMmgnﬁm
District are sponsoring a sertes of
: wmﬂl:l. { of the fol
Or groups are o up for one -
lowing classes: October 7 to 9, November 4 to 6, and
December 15 to 17.
All zegsions are from 6:30 to 530 p.m. at the Fire
District Office, 1280 Moraga Way, at a cost of only $2.

Moraga dinner

Tickets have been mailed to each houszhold in Mor-
aga for 8 chance to win “An Evening to Remember,”
the Moraga Parks Foundation seventh annual Gourmet
mmmmmm Ferrante of Mon-

The
fireside room of

mnlngwillhmnu? .m. with cocktails in the
's 'Li';ﬂu}luut{:nﬂe' (The







ResE,

FOUNDATION

1280 Moraga Way = Moraga, CA 94556
(415) 476-5454

September B, 1986

Dear Moraga Citizens,

The Rescue One Foundation and the Moraga Fire District are
sponsoring a series of CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation)
classes this fall. It is our belief that the citizens of Moraga
would greatly benefit from this life saving skill.

Moraga Fire District Paramedic/Firefighters will be conducting
the CPR classes. Each session will be held at the Fire District

Office, 12B0 Moraga Way, at a cost cof only $2.00 (including
certification card).

Individuals, families or groups are encouraged to sign up for one
of the following classes:

September 16-18 6:30-9:30
October 7-9 6:30-9:30
November 4-6 6:30-9:230
December 15-17 6:30-9:30

A few well-spent hours of your time could make a life or death
difference to a loved one or friend.

For further information, please call 376-5454.

Sincerely,

Etle et L

Ellie Kositch
President
Eescue One Foundation




E
FOUNDATION

12B0 Moraga Way * Morage, CA 84556
(415) 376-5454

PHRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release:

RESCUE ONE FOUNDATION SUPPORTS CPR CLASSES

Ellie Kositch, President of the Board Of Directors of Hescue One Foundation

of Moraga and HIF Board Members Jerry Meyer and Jeanne Kirsch recently
participated in a CPR class offered by the Moraga Fire District. These classes
are p:-mridad as a community service by the Fire Districts Paramedic staff.

Ellie says, "Rescue (ne Foundation is encouraging Moraga citizens to sign up

for this CPR class. It will only take a few hours of your time to learn this

1life saving technique, which could help save the life of a child, friend, or
loved one.” The only cost for the class is $2.00, which covers the participants
certification card. Contact the Moraga Fire District at 1280 Moraga Way, Telephone
376-5454 for dates and times of classes.




Hi! Everybody
Sorry I was unable to attend the meeting as
I have been under the weather, (too much vacation
I guess and eating too much Abalone!!! Please find
your individual packets of assorted handouts and
tentative format for our Open House, Sat. Oct. 11,
1986. If these ideas meet with your approval or
you have some other ideas, please advise John or
call me at my office. I will be available at

your service.

|
hatiks fits

L% s W

P.5. Say Hi! to Smokey for me.



ACTIVITIES FOR OPEN HOUSE

SAT. OCT. 11, 1986

Open House:

A. Egquipment on display
1. Rescue 1

2. Truck 1
3. Eng. 1
4. Tanker 1

Tour of station
l. Dormitory
. Dispatch center
3. Kitchen

Fire Prev. films (Adm. Bldg. Conf. room)
1. Home escape plan movie
2. Various videos

Smokey the Bear (G. N.) to hand ocut literature, badges,etc
Literature available in your packets and more in Pub. Ed. Cab.

News article in the Moraga Sun all about smoke detectors and
what to do incase of fire. e.g. Propose that families practice
home escape plan with blind fold in place and establish a meeting

area outside their home. (use smoke detector to initiate fire
drill.

Hand out literature to go home with school children from schools?




Moraga Fire District

1280 Moraga Way, Moraga, CA 94556
(415) 376-5454

Eo Lucas, Firm Chiat

FACTS ABOUT FIRE

Fire drills are for everyone -- young and old -- and should be
practiced at home, at school, at work -- everywhere. This year,
let October 5-11 launch your regular fire drill schedule. Here

are some tips to practice this year's Fire Prevention Week theme
-= Fire Drills Save Lives!

AT HOME
Everyone needs E.D.I.T.H., an Exit Drill In The Home.

Make a plan to be sure that everyone knows two ways out of every
room in your home. Have a meeting place outside so that you can
account for everyone's safe exit. As you develop your plan,
remember that small children and disabled family members will
need special assistance in their escape. Older family members
may alsc need special assistance. Anyone needing special
assistance should sleep on the first floor or near an exit.
Small children's bedrooms should be near an able-bodied adult.

.Each member of the family should be able to recognize the
sound of the smoke detector or other fire alarm signal.

.Conduct a fire drill periodically.

.A designated adult should push the smoke detector test
button or sound another agreed-upon alarm.

.Family members should escape using the exit plan and
immediately go outside to the prearranged meeting place.

.Check to make sure that everyone has evacuated safely.

.Everyone should reenter the home and discuss any
problems or,questions that occurred during the drill.

Fire drills are not just for single-family homes. Multiple-
family dwellings should also conduct fire drills. Work with your
landlord, building attendant, other tenants or condominium
association to schedule a fire drill. Discuss the evacuation
procedure before conducting the drill.

1



Plan for the unexpected in case you are unable to exit your
apartment.

.Close the room door to keep back smoke.

.Cover ailr vents where smoke may be seeping through, stuff
any cracks with towels or sheets to keep the smoke out.

.1f possible, stay in a room with a window to the outside.

.Use a towel or sheet to signal at the window to the
IesCuers.

.If there is a phone in the room, call the fire department
== gven if fire fighters are already on the scene -- to
give your exact location.

.In a smoke-filled room, try opening a window to see if the
open window will improve the smoke situation. If the
situation worsens with the window open, close it
immediately.

.Stay low to breathe cleaner air which will be near the
floor.

WHAT EVERY MEMBER
OF THE FAMILY SHOULD KNOW ABOUT
ESCAPING FROM A FIRE

3 Dam'l opes & deer Bhad ln bed.

e
satsblished esulnlds
wiers il iy il

sulsids Building. Give
ebrmad b R,

MORAGA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
EMERGENCY CALLS ONLY: 911 BUSINESS & INFORMATION: 376-5454
2






Protecting your home
against brushfire

Reprinted from Seplember 1083 and Sepfember 1985 issues ol Suwnsel” Magazine
Copyrighl ® 1983 1965 Lang Puldéim g C0

This reprint is provided by the Committe For Firesafe Roofing



s Eyeglasses, hearing aids, pros-
thetic devices or other personal
aids.

e Valuables such as credit cards,
checkbooks, Insurance policies, sav-
ings account books, money, jewelry
and the lke.

DO NOT, AT THIS TIME ATTEMPT

TO OPEN YOUR SAFE. A safe in-

volved in a fire may hold the intense
heat for several hours. If the door is opened
before the safe has cooled down, the entering
air, combined with the high ingide termnpersa-
ture, may cause the contents to burst into
flames.

NOTIFY THE FOLLOWING PAR-
TIES OF YOUR RELOCATION:

* Yourinsurance agent or adjuster.

* Your mortgage company. Inform
tham also of the fire.

« Your employer.
» Family and friends
* Your children's schools

* Your post office, Have them either
hold or forward your mall depend
ing on the length of time you expect
to be relocated

« Delivery services such as those for
newspapers and milk

= TItility companies, These include
telephone, heat, power, water and
trash collection.

Step 4: Asking Further
Questions

Your disaster relief service case
worker, local fire department or insur-
ance agent will help you with the many
guestions you will have in the coming
days. In the meantime,

Do not throw away any damaged

goods until after an Inventory is

made. All damages are taken into
consideration in developing your insurance
claim,

Do not contract for estimating,

inventorying or repair services

without first consulting your in-
surance agent or adjuster.

You can obtain further information

and aid in the recovery process from

the pamphlet. "After the Fire: Return-
ing to Normal”. Ask your fire department for
a copy

Reprinted with the permiasion of the Fadsral

Emergency Management Agenay, U8, Fire Adminiatration,

COMEB, 77457 ED.B-H1

After
fire...

the first

Hours




The fire is out now and there are a few
things you need to know. We would like
to help you, Here is a check list for you
to follow.

Step 1l: gecuring The Site

The site of the fire needs to be protacted
from further damage by weather, theft
or vandalism.

| If you are the owner, it s your
L " responsibility to see that holes are
' covered against rain and entry and
that outside doors to your home can be
locked or secured. The fire department will
help with this activity.

Contact your insurance agent. He or
she must be notified of the fire and may also
be able to help you in making immediate
repalrs. If you cannot reach your agent or
need professional agsistance in boarding up
your home, a general contractor, fire damage
restoration firm or fire service firm can help.
Check your yellow pages.

If you plan to leave the fire site, try to
remove any valuables remaining in the build-
ing Donot leave until the site has been
secured,

- If you are a tenant, contact the
. resident mansager, the owner or the
owner's insurance agent. It is the
owner's responsibility to prevent further loss
to the site.

See that your personal belongings are
secure either within the building or by mov-
ing them to another location, such as the
home of & relative or friend.

Contact your own insurance agent to
report the loss.

Contact your local disaster relief

services such as the American Red

Cross or the Salvation Army if you are
in need of temporary housing, food, eye-
glasses or medicines destroyed in the fire.
Emergency relief is given without regard to
income. The fire department or phone book
can give you contact information.

Step 2: cautions

Fire can rekindle from hidden,
smoldering remains. Be watchful
for signs of heat or smoke.

Household wiring which may have
beaen water damaged should be
checked by an electrician before
current ls turned back on.

Be watchful for structural damage
caused by the fire. Roofs and floors
may be weakened

Food, beverages and medicines
exposed to heat, smoke or soot
gshould be discarded.

Refrigerators or freezers left
unopened will hold their
temperature for a short time,
However, do not attempt to refreeze
thawed items.

The fire department will see that
utilities ( water, electricity, gas or
heat’) are either safe to use or are
disconnected before they leave the
gite. If a utility is disconnected
contact the utility company or
authorized service representative
to have the apparatus checked for
proper working order, make

necessary repairs and reinstitute
service. Do not attempt to reconnect
utilities yourself.

Beginning now, get receipts for

any money you spend. These re-

celpts are important in showing the
insurance company what money you have
spent related to your fire loss and also for
verifying losses claimed on your Federal
income tax.

Step S: Leaving Your Home

This may be your decision or one based
on the buillding inspector's judgment
that the residence is unsafe,.

Contact the local police. They will
keep an eye on the property during
your absence.

TEMPORARY HOUSING: Local ralief

servicaes, like the American RHed Cross

and Salvation Army, should be able to
help you with temporary housing,

If you are insured under a package
homeowner's or tenant's policy, a section of
your ¢coverage may pay for the extra costs of
temporary housing such as a hotel. If you are
in need of immedlate funds, ask your ingur-
ance agent about how soon you might get an
advance on your eventual insurance claim
gettlement.

TRY TO LOCATE THE FOLLOWING
ITEMSE TO TAKE WITH YOU:

eIdentification

+Vital medicines such as insulin or
blood pressure regulating drugs.



Moraga Fire District

1280 Moraga Way, Moraga, CA 94556
(415) 376-5454

Fof Lucas Fre Ched

Dear Parents and Children,

The Moraga Fire District and Rescue One Foundation will host an
Open House at Moraga Fire District Headquarters, 1280 Moraga Way on
October 11, 1986 from 10:00 a.m., to 4:00 p.m.

There will be demonstrations and handout materials for adults
and children. Also, "Smokey the Bear" will be here to talk toc everyone.

Please join the Moraga Fire District and Rescue One Foundation in
observing Fire Prevention Week October 5th through 1llth. Remember,

"Learn Not to Burn...It really works!"

For further information, please contact Les Wandel, Fire Marshal,
at 376-5454.

LW/af




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MORAGA FIRE DISTRICT and RESCUE ONE FOUNDATION will be

participating in Fire Prevention Week, from October 5 through 11.
This year's theme is "Learn Not to Burmn...It Really Works!"

MORAGA FIRE DISTRICT and RESCUE ONE FOUNMDATION will host an

Open House at Moraga Fire District Headguarters, 12E0 Moraga Way
on October 11, 1986 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. There will be

on going demonstrations and hand out materials.

MORAGA FIRE DISTRICT joins the National Fire Protection

Association, the official sponsor of Fire Prevention Week, in
reminding you to install smoke detectors in your home or to
check the batteries on those already installed.
Remember: "Learn Not to Burn...It Really Works!"

For further information, please contact Fire Marshal Les

Wandel at 376-5454.

LA
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SMOKEY SAYS, ‘LEARN NOT TO BURN’

Moragans meet Smokey and
firefighters at open house

mokey the Bear and Moraga
Fire Marshal Les Wandel
about 1000 Moraga

residents ol the Moraga Fire Dis
trict’s first Open House an Oct. 11
Moragans visited with frefighters,
viewed fire prevention and para-

& .d.__g_._. e

This year's theme was “Leam
Noi 10 Bum — | Really Works'

It's also the theme for the Na-
tional Fire Protection Associstion,
Wandel said. His goal is 1o inifiale
the program into Moraga grade
schools in January.

medic disploys, along with posing

S1¥, I W, Sy, Teaching children the “stop,

drop and roll" method of putting
oul Names i essential, Wandel said,
“Muost kids first instinct is to run
when their clothes catch on fire I
fans the fMames. We want them to
snff It out,” he sajd .3

Wandel has another ﬂ-:hrmq:
year's Open House, '
[P “We want 1o vn Smok =

this

[ .

ey costume, We
ane from State

Les Wandel

Fire prevention <« 7.

It's Fire Prevention Week (Oct. 5 to 11) and the Mor-
npﬁ!l)iﬂriﬂlﬂ!ﬁﬂﬂ;ﬂﬂﬂt Fnuleli be
hosting an open house &t district’s hesdquarters,
1280 Moraga Way, on Oct. 11 from 10 am. to 4 pm.
There will be ongoing demonstrations and hand out ma-

g
iy,

Smokey was a hil ot the Moroga Fire District’s first Open House on Oct. 11.

is “Learn Not to Burn. .. It
are urging residents to install smoke detectors in your
home or check the batterjes on those already installed.
Call Fire Marshal Les Wandel at 376-5454 for more in-
formation.
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tree Rescuers |[aais

jar cat out
of pickle
Paramedics do
slick job on pet

Moraga Fire Department re- CARDIFF BY THE SEA. Calif.

sponded to the two-glarm Sunday = k
morning fire at 5:55 a.m, and :ﬁp’m hut h.mﬁﬁﬁ Iﬁ'\u‘:
B:m:pttl;munmr contral within 15 pickle.
minutes; but not before the fire was & 3-year-old choco-
able to cause extensive heat and hufﬁm}mﬂ?“m- for
smoke damage amounting to mdﬂﬁmdhm
$35,000 worth of damages to the day with her head stuck firmly in
W-mm 15,000 of the mouth of a glass pickle jar,

mages to the contents of the said her owner, Joni Parker

Cooper strongly urges residents “She was banging the jar
o tllr.e down trees as against the wall ﬂfnal house try-
soan as possible to prevent such ing to get it off her head," said
fires, Christmas trees can easily Roach, who took the pet in her
turn into torches as they dry out arms and dashed across the stroet
from being inside a house. to a fire station.

‘Neighbors alerted the fire de- :

riment of the fire when they Paramedics Gerry Cooper and
‘heard popping sounds from the Jon Fredericks went 1o work on
‘condo which were the windows mﬁﬂ:ﬁﬂ! the cat #1'{:"* the jar.

ping out from the heat, said ;umwsmﬂihm'gu: A DAL

e . and no o ass mouth, Cooper came

ekt e st i o the s wilh the soluiton that ulimaely
was d ; L . o
Firefighters prevented the fire from freed Lola from her glass prison. ” F e TN
:pm&hstonlhum units. o A fan of the television show _ 1 Pras

ed 81 o ANDRA ROACH strokes Lola alter the cat's head was extdested |
. Irom @ pickle jar in Cardift Thursday.

shock paddles to keep the electri-  eased Lola’s %g out of the jar,
_ cal current from buming the pa- = Alffer a two-hour nap and some
Fredericks and Cooper tient's skin. i lubii-

PR . ) g 0 get the
smeared the cat's neck with jelly  Using the “paws of life,” as the

: off of her fur, Lola was her
normally used on the electric parame i I sell, Roach said,

fighters did however, find a time
mﬂt-'nm:hzdman;m;p]:g;m

|

E

. Christmas tree fuels Moraga condominium blaze

= MORAGA — A two-alarm fire fu- umtsq later. . T :ﬁ::ad to the toom contents,” he

SHEP Richa A eled s big Christmas tree dam- 0 Onhe Wi s i
Mﬁ% in "":“t nged?mnduminhm early Sunday which caused $35.000 damage (o The residents, who were not
ey Shioor & = morning, firefighters said. the building and $45,000 damage f0 home during the fire, told fire-

"We just wanlt fo l.n'g:ednnfeqi
Fi with the trees now,” said Capl.

E_ : .m-mt:; » Rob Goodyear of the Moraga Fire
ﬂg‘_:i Tl n. F Protection District.
. 80 j Y A neighbor reported at 5:55 am.

that the condo at IES.ViaJouH.Lm'
aWas'tinﬁm; ( -snid, and fire-
fighters ' the blaze 15 min-

property in the home, Goodyear
said,

Faulty electrical wiring, possibly
in a timer pl ino an outlet,
apparently started the fire, he said.

“We believe that it was wiring
somewhere very close to the Christ-
mas tree which caught the tree and

fighters they had remembered to
unplug the lights on the 7- or 8-foot
tree before leaving, he said.

Firefighters kept the blaze from

spreading out of the living room,
bt much of the home was aged
by smoke, he said.

fo Co. Trwmes

tefen

Moragan burned when gasoline ignites

MORAGA — A Moraga man us- ous condition, a hospital spokes-

ing gasoline too close to a hot water
ﬁater Wednesday night was
burned over a third of his body
when the gas ignited.

William Sidara, 2 Sparrow Court,
wits taken to Alta Bates Bumn Center

ﬁm"’“m“‘mﬁmﬁ
cent of his bady where he is in seri-

woman 2ald,

Sidara was apparently cleaning
machine parts in his garage at 8:11
p.m. Wednesday when a can of gas-
oline standing near a ho! water
heater caught on fire, a Moriga Fire

b 4 ot

d.
Moraga medics rushed Si-
dara to Alta Bates. Damage 1o the
house was minor, the spokesman
said.




Sty Dl D] Al

In jest, to publicize the Fi shtar:' Ball, Liz Sepe of Moraga is carried on back board by local senior firefight-

ers/paramedics: Capt. D

Vanni, Bob Cox, Capt. Bob Lunardini, Darrell Lee and Bob Bratton

Ringing out the old year at the Rheem

“Should auld acquaintance be forgot. . ."" will be sl.m%I
with gusto at the Rheem Theatre in Moraga tonight at the

fifth annual Firefighters' New Year's Eve Ball.

The event, sponsored by firefighters throughout Contra
Costa County was started by Consolidated Fire District Capt.
David Vanni and Maoraga Senior FirefighterParamdic Bob
Bratton,

The ball has become a popular way for the general pub-
lic, as well as firefighters, to spend a safe New Year's Eve
close to home.

Mitch Woods and His Rocket 88's will provide "S0s
rock'n'roll live entertainment. Dancing will be encouraged al-
ough the floor is in the process of remodeling, according

to theater manager Mark Miller.

Only a few reserved tables remain at $32.50 per person.
General admission seats are available at $19.50.

Tickets include a catered, light buffet, party favors and
champagne at midnight.

Beer and wine will be served from the no-host bar.

Doors will open at 8:30 p.m. and the music will start at 9

Jm.
F Tickets are available at BASS, Video City in the Rheem
Shopping Center, or at the theater. Call 376-1490 for more in-
formation or reservations. ]

In the beginning, the ball used to go in the red, accord-
ing to Bratton. "But last vear, we broke even and this year,
we expect to make something.” Any profits will go to ei-
ther the Alta Bates or Brookside burn centers, he said.

Three security officers at the door watch departing
guests to make sure they are able to drive safely. If anyone
needs a ride-along, they will call the county sheriff’s de-
partment. (See page 6 for editorial on safe driving.)
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Moragan Moraga fire chief wants
el ¥ sprinklers, retardant roofs
after burns |
mmm&—mmidEdeuﬁmuwnms %:;m{mmdlnwmmmkhr;‘
: e town's amended General to re- town currently reguires
o s o quire fire retardant roofs on homes and fire  buildings 10,000 square feet or larger. “The
dition at the Alta Bates Burn Wmmwmhmd builders are circumventing the ordinance
Center in Berkeley a week after by building 9,999-square-foot buildings.”
he received second- and third-de- Meﬂeﬂﬂll!md. profect manager for de-  Six firefighters and two engines are not
mmwmmny veloper Clark Wallace and a former Mor- enough to control a fire in buildings that
nt of his body, according to aga town councilman, says those require- hrgllmmld. ""Today, when 90 percent
mﬂlm ' ments aren’t justified and wants them of the building interior is finished with pe-
William Sidara was taken to The chief said Moraga is but We have to get there before the fire ex-
Alia Bates Burn Center by Mor- h:ssl:-ﬁmﬁgmerruruuhm:. pruhlm pands."”
Fire Department paramedics is countywide but Moraga's location, at Lucas also wants to ban untreated shake
the gas he was using too “the &nd of a 7-mile cul-de-sac,” makes it roofs on homes larger than 2,000 square
close 1o a hot water heater ignit- tough to get additional firefighters if need- feet because wooden shakes catch and
ed and burned his body. ed. spread fire, he said.
“When you can'i have manning, you Gilliland says Lucas doesn't have num-
Sidara was apparently clean- - have built-in fire protection,” he bers to back up his statements. “These are
ing machine parts in his garage arbitrary numbers. This is just making it
at 8:11 p.m. last Wednesday 'H& wants commercial buildings 5000 more difficult to build & a building,” he said.
when & can of gasoliné neéar &
hot water heater caught on fire
according to a Moraga Fire De-
partment spokeman,
Fire damage to the house was
minor, he added

G G Swa 1)2/09
Vial of Life’ answer for home emergencies
Designed to help senior citizens firemen, or ambulance crews re- main lobby at John Muir Memorial  “Vial of Life” program, call John
s vy iiations o wekg o i . o SR o o VAT QA Tk s B
sponsored by local physicians’' able ot ﬂu nmﬁnn desk i the ~ For more information on the mnumduhhrupum

wives and meralmiantrl Co-'rtn Gy Co Tiwnse ‘fi'f!ﬂ‘ i

et Soe Two ambulances paramedlcs

mmhudlm;;pﬂepﬂ

County supervisors Tuesday directed the Health Ser- m'ﬁnflﬂ'h m‘mﬂﬂwﬂ?ﬂﬂgmth wb
‘erence. name of a relative to Yioes Depa to negotiate the contracts with the lular telephones, along with a satisfactory working rela-
o e o : me nal and two fire districts, all of ﬁwmpmﬂumkdmhmn&nﬂm
ather pertinent information. Which already emergency ambulance service o The cellular phones will ease air traffic on the coun-
This form should be filled out com- e county. ty's emergency medical radio system. No date was giv-
m%w@%mmﬂﬁmmwmmmw en for operating the two new ambulances.
can be read easily by emergency With paramedics in the county o 12. ambu-  The only other private &
personnel. il m“ﬂhmww undféi_lu nn:hﬁmbug:?m ﬂ&mlmmwﬂh@m%m

oraga m“:lmjl' e recejve I :

the Protection disricts disrics wil continue 10 handle calls n their _ ceves direcly fom local resdents,

|
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Ole’ for battling the blazes

Mexican firefighters
visit Orinda and Moraga

MEXICAN FIREFIGHTERS George Benavente (left) and Felipe Honlahusen commemorate the Bombero Mexican fire-
fighting program with Contra Costa County Supervisor Nancy Fahden and Moraga Fire Chief Ed Lucas. The program,
held every other year in Northern California, teaches Mexican firefighters American firefighting techniques. It is spon-
sored by the California Fire Chiefs’ Association.

BOMBEROS Gerardo Dioz Correra (right) and Erasmo Gonzalez stond with Orinda Fire Chief Dave Evans and Contra

Costa County Supervisor Nancy Fohden
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Blaze
wrecks
office
building

Arson thought

to be cause

By Rachele Kanigel
Seaft writer

MORAGA — Fire investigators
believe- a blaze that nearly de-
stroyed a medical office building
early Friday morning may have
been purposely sel.

“It's still under investigation,
but arson is our best guess al this
point,"” said Senior Firefighter Ken
Consiglio of the Moraga Fire De-

The fire, at 1042 County Club
Drive, which was reported at 2:40
am, Friday, caused more than §I
million in damage to the 2-story
medical office building. The top
foor of the building was destroyed
and most of the rest of the build-
ing was damaged by fire, smoke,
heat and water, Consiglio said.

No one was injured.

The blaze started
an unoecupied suite on the second
floor of the building, Much of the
roof was already 'destroyed by the
time firefighters arrived on the
sr[:em-.. and air-conditioning and

If units stored on the roof
falten through the second sto-
5 'In the ground floor,

“It was cooked before we got
there," Consiglio said.

About 25 firefighters from the
Moraga, Orinda and Consolidated
fire departments had the blaze
contained an hour after it was first
reported.

“We tried hard to save medical
records and patient billing records,
but we lost a lot," Consiglio said.

James Michols, a chiropractor
whe worked out of an office on
the first floor of the building, said
he was thankful that records kept
in his' reception srea were sal-
vaged.

"1 was very, very lucky," he
sald Friday evening sfter salvaging
his ledger cards and a couple of
smoke- and water-damaged chairs
from the burned-out office. “But
otherwise, | was toiaily wiped
out.”

Staft photo/Randy Becker

JAMES NICHOLS LOADS & faw items he was abls (o salvage from a fire that desiroyed the office build-

Ing whiera he practiced

Nichols, who operated his prac-
tice at the building for 10 years,
said hehas arranged to rent tem-

rary quarters in the urfﬁue bild-
ng next door.

m{ghhnnngiwumm Wi
damaged, but firefighters had to

protect one medical office building
next door by spraying water an it
so flying embers from the blaze
wouldn't ignite it.

The fire “was spitting out & Jot
of embers,” Consighio said.

A grassy field separates the

bumed building from a group of
houses.

"We were really lucky." Con.
sigho said, “If it had been a few
maonths later and that field wasn't
green, we could have had a real
problem out there."




The fire, which was reported at
about 8:15 am. damaged a gaaﬁ
aitic and roof of one of a di

unit ;
plex on the 1900 block of Ascot
Dirive, said Fire Capt: Chris
Klgin. The unit unit had

e Py

o started in a storage area betwen the
NEIGHBOR battles a blaze at 1333 Rimer Drive in Morago, which began at 4:30 p':‘mm. BATRES ARG RO, e Sk |
Monday, May 4. An electrical short-circuit in a light fixture probably caused the $100,000 ccsun F/i3/e;7
worth of domage, occording to Moraga Fire Marshal Les Wandal. The neighbor originally

saw the flames, called firefighters and tried to put the fire out with a garden house. The fire
would have been minor if the house had hod a sprinkler or o fire-resistant roof,
Wandel said. He blames the untreated roof shingles for the fire that started in the attic.
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CC paramedics celebrate 10th year

Original 18 lifesavers, 20 ICU nurses will be honored today at reception

3:::. o - tion the three parimedic teams
CONCORD — In May 1977, the Moraga Fire Protection e skills on 1,000

ics will have a 10th year bi

District and Pomeroy Ambulance Company
of Walnut Creek started the first paramedic

g

|
a ?gj;*
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services in the county

perform other life-saving proce-
dures. For example, they can use
electmshock to revive heart attack
victims or insert s tube into the
windpipe of a patienl who has
ﬂuppe:d Mll.‘hmg
In May 1877, the Fire
Protection District and Pomeroy
Ambulance Company of Walnut
Creek started the first paramedic
services in the county with John
Muir Memorial Hospital as the base
Moraga Fire Chief Ed Lucas re-
f]:ll;:g thutﬂtﬂ#rsh in 1970
start ive for paramedic
service.

Hirsh's husband was in an accl-
dent in Moraga and almost bled to
death before an ambulance reached

the community. .
“It took 45 minutles,” Lucas said,
Because there were no ambulances

Paramedic service started in
Concord four months after Walnut

Creek and Moraga when Michael's:

Ambulance Company added a para-

mﬁ:mmsmmlmm

Mt Diablo Hospital as its base.
During that first year of opera-
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HONORING PARAMEDICS
T Re

Stall phoi'Eric Rablkonen
MORAGA FIRE CHIEF ED LUCAS congratulates Capt Bob Lunardini, one of the four Maraga firefighters

who became the town's first paramedics. Alsg honared at the 10th anniversary celebrafion of Contra Costa's
paramedic system on Tuesday were, from left, Senior Firafighter Bob Bration, Capt. Rob Goodyear and Sanior
Firefighter Bob Cox. Al the podium is Moraga Assistant Fire Chief John Cooper, who had recelved a surprise
plagque from Lucas, Lucas told (Me group that withou! Cooper, Moraga probably would never have been able

to develop a paramedic system. Tha birthday party honored the three onginal agencies that started the counfy
systam n May 1977 John Mulr Memorial Hospital, MU Diablo Hasplial and the Moraga Fire Protection District
More than 100 people altedded the evert

FIRST AID — Christina Bryant, 4, gets her skinned knee cleaned by Senior FfmﬁghferfP::-ru:

medic Bob Cox ot the M Com Park during the Fourth ivities.
fresic e Moroga mons dc’u.:gr'l-?n ou 77f ir?l??fnﬂmhus
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Fire retardant roofs urged by chief

Tuth'lwlgl‘l'ﬂw:i](.‘.wml].
am writing this letter at the request of the Moraga
Fnﬂmmhmm&iﬂmmng;?qm:@ 13, 1987, a dis-
mphumgmﬁng‘h mimurrdcﬁ:huhcunl
Hem in the communmify for i ast two
mmﬂmtufﬁmmmdaﬂwnfzm&ﬂmﬂun
strongly feels the Council should reevaluate its position
on fire retardant roofing at this time.

Since the onset of the issue, more and more commu-
nities (55) in the County and Bay Area have upgraded
their roofing standards. It should be noted that Contra
Costa County and the State of California have adopted
ordinances governing fire retardant roofing. Moraga is
one of the few communities in the area without such an
ordinance; even Orinda is in the process of adopting

ansmhmmemmuptmchu ordinance s
haﬂingumganwnnpmnnﬁudismmapemﬂnm We
mgi:mud additional funds from the County to in-

on duty manpower, due to the isolation of

the community and its topography. These funds have
mainly been detained over one issue, that of the roofing

The first question asked is why isn’t the community
helping itself with & roof ordinance? Moraga is asking
us (the County) to help upgrade its fire ion but in
mﬂmﬁamtmtumamn igher degree of

fire safety through an ordinance. The County has a
int. The communify has a means to help itself
and since its council has not seen fit to do so, why
should the County do it?

We would like to comment on the Fire Retardant
Rui:lfﬂumminuc*sﬁml report, dated July 1, 1986, as fal-

thummtﬂﬂrtim 4, regarding the zoning of some
areas as high risk with roofing restrictions in these ar-
nﬁ,mmgfmundlikelhemswer but in truth, does not
solve the problem. Topography is only part of the prob-
mm;mdhmumnuudmﬂemﬂﬁm

E

:

vmyhthnmgn?inshanhemm&n!ilsshahmf
situation, there isn't &n area in Moraga which can't be
considersd high risk

Recommendation 7 states basically that the UNI-
Fﬂmmngtmshmﬂdmtbeudnpmﬂ i .
I agree. However, the Uniform Building Code is a Na-
tional Code and the same conditions that exist in New
York City are not necessarily the same in Morags or in
Contra Costa County. For this reason, the Code has a
built-in mechantsm for this type of needed amendment.
It should be pointed out that the State of California and

I.Irndybem several major fires in the
year where combustible has played a
h:'ﬂlndmmhnﬂpmmm of communi-
ties. It should be out that in two of the last four
structure fires in Moraga during the month of July, the

STRAL PANRLS.. THe
ULTIMAT2 IN FIRQ
PROTRCTION /

roofs played & major part in the destruction of the
homes. These two preventahble fires cost the District
and, in turn, the community, over $5,000 in overtime
costs due to injuries sustained at the fires. This money
would have been put to better uses if we had the choice.
This does not include the $175,000 in fire and
living expenses incurred by the residents and their in-
surance es which could have been avoided.

The argument that the climatic conditions in Moraga
are different went up in smoke with the Pebble Beach
fire since the normal moisture content in the fuel in that
area is two to three times greater than in the Moraga
area during the summer months. However, one small
camp fire was responsible for the loss of 38 homes.
Moraga does not need that type of headlines.

The council has to understand that while the fire de-
partment (s out fighting these preventable roof fires, it
s without paramedic service to a community in which
more than 60 percent of its responses are medical. This
becomes a very Important consideration. Additionally,
the Town's two-man, on-duty police force is tied up on
traffic control when it could be out on patrol.

The argument that & man's home is his castle
consequently, if he wants to have an unsafe roof it is |
business, is unrealistic. When that castle is on frr:
cause of an unsafe roof and we are fighting the
has a direct impact on the community in the !ew:l
service being provided. The rest of the residents
without paramedic service and have very limited
up fire protection during this time. It is a sad com
tary for a community which has always been in
forefront when it conies to safety issues, to be so baht
wards when it comes to this fire sife roof issue.

There are two commissions appointed by the
(the Fire and Safety Commissions) who represent’

community and are knowledgesble in their wﬁr
fields. The commission members spend many,

hours of their own time, without compensation,
of their community interest. 1 would suggest that
have them study the question and abide by their .
mendation as other communities have done.
ED LU
Moraga Fire C
fr
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THE LONG, DRY summer on, and members
of the Orinda, Maraga and (for Lafayette)
fire departments are holding their collective breaths
that the rains will come and ease the threat of
fires. '87 has been devastating for Northemn Cnﬁ::
nia as far as wildiands fires, but Lamorinda has escaped
almost uncharred. M Fire Marshal Les Wandel
reminds Moragans that the fire district and Rescue One
Foundation will host an open house at district head-
quarters, 1280 Moraga Way on Saturday, Oct. 10 from
10 am. to 4 p.m. Circle your calendar.

i i iends ot the Morago

OKEY THE BEAR, with Moraga Fire Marshal Les Wandel and two frien :

g:: District ond Rescue One Foundation open house last year, will make a retum upp:_:r

ance. Smokey will be back at the Morogo Fire District Up-un House Soturdoy, ‘Dd. H:I_" hr:
10 a.m. fo 4 p.m. Demonstration and hondout materials for adults ond children wi

dispersed. The main fire station, site of the event, is 1280 Moraga Way. The public is invited. Fire melts man’s

socks onto his ankles

ORINDA — An Orinda man who
was trying to refuel his chainsaw
Monday spilled a bucket of fuel in
his garage, starting a fire so fierce
that it melted his socks onto his an-

cCo Sun
Orinda man injured in /"/#
fierce fuel fire

%
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An Orinda man who was trying
to refuel his chahhawwh last Monday
spilled a bucket of foel in his ga-
rage, starfing a fire 50 fierce that it
melted his socks onto his ankles, fir-

s reported.

Gordon Wright, 59, was taken to
the burn ward at Alta Bates Hospital
in Berkeley, where he was reported
in fair condition, according to a hos-
pital spokeswoman.

Wright was carrying a bucket full
of gasoline mixed with oil at about
12:30 p.m. when the handle of the
bucket broke, sald senior fire-
fighter-paramedic Bob Cox of the
Moraga Fire Protection District.

The fuel quickly caught fire,
probably as vapors reached the pilot
light of a water heater or furnace,
Cox said.

As firefighters rushed 1o Wright's
hotise m%lﬂi’aﬂ Drive, he man-
nged to escape his burning garage,
Cox said. Outside the house, some-
one grabbed & garden hose and
sprayed Wright with water, he said,

*He had burns on probably 20 1o
?.ﬁidpemm of his body surface,” he
said,

Wright's legs and his right hand
suffered first- and second-degres
burns, Cox said. The victim's ankles
received third-degree burns when
his socks, which were made from a

thetic fabric, melted onto his
skin, Cox said.

“It singed the hair on his head,
too,"” he said. “He's fortunate he
didn't have any respirastory burns."

The fire caused $5,000 to $8,000
damage to the garage, he said.

12:30 p.m. when the
bucket broke, said senior fire-
fighter-paramedic Bob Cox of the
Moraga Fire Protection District

The fuel quickly caught fire,

ly as vapors reached the pilot
of a water heater or fumace,
Cox said.

As il ters rushed to i
howse 35 54 Whitehall Drige
managed 1o escape his buming ga-
r-7e, Cox said Cutside the
someone grabbed a garden hose
and sprayed Wright with water, he
said.

]

*He had burns on probably 20
25 percent of his body surface," he
said,

Wright's legs and his right hand
suffered first- and mnﬁﬁm&

E

R o

is

.hissodts, which were made from a

synthetic fabric, melted onto his
skin, Cox said.

“It singed the hair on his head,
ton,” he said. “He's fortunate he
didn't have any respiratory burmns.”

The fire caused 35,000 to 58,000
damage to the garage, he said,



‘4 | Moraga Fire District
40 1280 Moraga Way, Moraga, CA 94556
Ed Lucas Firs Chial {415) 3?6'5454

Dear Parents and Children,

The Moraga Fire District and Rescue One Foundation will host
an Open House at Moraga Fire District Headguarters, 1280 Moraga
Way on October 10, 1987 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

There will be demonstrations and handout materials for adults
and children. Alsco, "Smokey the Bear" will again be here to talk
to everyvone.

Please join the Moraga Fire District and Rescue One
Foundation in observing Fire Prevention Week October 4th through
10th. Remember, "Play It Safe -- Plan Your Escapel"

For further information, please contact Les Wandel, Fire
Marshal, at 376-5454.

LW/af




CPR helps add
‘eolden moments’

By Jeanie R. Wakeland

Bxnlf ol
ONCORD — When Red Cross volunteer Jim Fri-
berg talks about “golden moments," he's not
talking aboul happy memaorles. He's talking

about life and death.

*“Golden moments” to a cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion instructor like Friberg are the four-to-six minutes
between the time a heant stops from a heart attack, ac-
cident or , until frreversible brain damage —
and death — sets in from lack of axygenated blood.

The difference between life and death can be the use
CPR on an ailing heart, said Friberg,

Friberg, who has completed emergency medical
technician training and occasionally rides shofgun in an
ambulance with his son, a certified EMT, has
helped in three cases of heart failure. Two of the three
people survived with the aid of CPR and timely inter-
vention.

"One guy was dead when we arrived, and five min-
utes later he was sitting up, talking,” he said.

In 1985, the most recent statistics available from the
California Department of Health Services, 22 percent of
the 2 266 deaths in 1985 Contra Costa Counfy were
from cardiovascular failure. Evidence on how many of
these denths were preventable are hard to come by,
said Tom Hall, executive director of the Jocal Hemrt As-
sociation.

"There's no standardized way of getting the informa-
tion from the hospitals on who had CPR before the vig
tim was taken inlo the hospital,”" Hall said.

The Red Cross estimates that of the 1.5 million peo-
ple who have heart attacks in the United States, 350,000
people die before they can get help.

“Of these, 100,000 could be saved if someone knew
SuiPE and started it in the first three minutes,” Putnam

Mot all studies back that one-third figure. A study of
1,905 cardisc-arrest victims in Milwaukee, from the
Medical College of Wisconsin showed no difference in
survival between those who got CPR from a passer-by
{15 percent), a fireman (14 percent) and those getting
no CPR (15 percent). However, Dr. Richard 0. Cum-
mings of the University of Washington in Seattle said
that response time for ambulances with defibrillators
was five minutes in Milwatkee. In Seattle, where CPR
has been heavily promoted, a study showed that in ar-
eas with longer ambulance response times, the survival
rate was 32 percenl when CPR was applied immediate-
Iy, but only 22 percent when a pa.sser—ﬁy SAW S0meons
collapse and did not do CPR.

The Diablo chapler of the Red Cross and the Contra
Costa chapter of the American Heart Association, the
only two agencies that teach the eight-hour CPR certifi-
cate courses, trained 11,500 people in 1986, Nationwide
statistics from the American Heart Association show
that 50 million people have learned CPR in the last 10

Putnam would like to see 50 percent of the adults in
Contra Costa County trained in CPR, & goal she admits
is far off. Lack of interest, fear of contracting AIDS and
even guestions over CPR’s effectiveness block that goal.

"Most people say they're (oo busy unless something
forces them, like their hushand having a heart attack or
having & new baby in the house,” Putnam siad. *‘Hu-
man nature being what it is, people don't act unless
they need it

Red Cross publicity on CPR classes is limited. The
chapler has just one paid promotion staffer whose job it
is to acquaint the public with all Red Cross safety and
EMETEENCY programs:

Still, the Diablo chapler of the Red Cross taught
7,500 people CPR last vear at its Concard office, adult
schools and in businesses, Studenis range from family

When each

C.C. ?_-"r"!'.u':’"'f

members of previous heart sitack victims to those who
are required by employers or the Cecupational Health
and Safety Administration to have the training, such as
firefighters, some chemical workers and playground su-
pervisiors,

In recent yesrs, Friberg said, some trainees have
wonried about legal liablity and the threat of AIDS. Cali-
fornia’s 1977 “Good Samaritan" law protecls people
who have completed a certified CPR course from civil
lawsuits stemming from giving emergency help.

As for AIDS, said Friberg, “We tell them what the
federal Center for Disease Control has told us: There is
no recorded case of anyone contracting AIDS by casual
contact."

A Red Cross official put it more bluntly to Putnam.
"He said you'd have to swallow five gallons of saliva 1o
get the virus from mouth-to-mouth contact.”

During CPR training, students are taught methods of
opening a breathing airway, giving artificial respiration
and heart compression with the hands. They're instruct-
‘ed to give CPR for one minute, call for an ambulance or
other medical help and then continue with breathing
and heart compression.

Nationally, & small controversy is

ng over
whether the call for emergency belp should

be done be-

Suaft. phatoatny Baker
LISA SMITH LEARNS CPR technigues from Red Cross volunteer
Jim Friberg

Locations of
CPR classes

Hmmmﬂﬂtphm
to obtuin state certified CPR
classes:

Contra Costa

® Concord Leisure Services,
BT1-3270
# Pleasant Hill Recreation

® Lafayette Recreation De

partment 284.2232

® Pitisburg Recreation De-
partment 439-3440

® Mi. Diablo Hospital (Edu-
cation Dept.) 674-

® Ward Chiropractic Clinic
Danville 837

# Martinez Adult Education
228-3276

e YMCA G8T7-8800

@ Kaiser Hospital, Walnut
Creek 843-2771 or 543-2188
Tri-Valley

& American Red Cross, Twin

Valley Branch — 9 am. to |
p.m. Oct. 27 and 28. American
Red Cross, 373 N. “L" St., Liv=
ermore. $25. 443-3910.

' Memorial He:
gnd Dublin/San Ramon Fire
Services District — 6:30 to 530
pm. MNov. 17 and 19, Family
Medical Center, 8260 Alcosta
Blvd,, San Raman. §20 per per-
son or §35 per couple.

o Danville Fire
— Generally one class per
month; call for dates and times.
Station 1, 800 San Ramon Val-
ley Blwd., Danville. §10, °

fore CPR. Only about 5 to 30 percent of the blood nor-
mally circulated by the heart is moved during CPR. This
is enough 1o maintain vital organs for about three min-
utes. After that, they begin to deterorate:

The key to restarting the heart, say emergency phy-
sicians, is the use of the defibrillators used by paramed-
ics or in emergency rooms. This machine runs an elec-
tric shock through the heart which enables it to re
establish its normal rhythm and beat again, hcmrdmg
to Dr. Robert Huszar, medical director for New York
State Emergency Medical Services, clinical studies have
shown that CPR in cardine arrest s |ess than 5 percent
effective without debfibrillation.

Kenneth R Stuilts, a nationally ized authority
in emergency care on the staff of the University of lowa
Hospitals and Clinics, believes thal given the cholce of
doing CPR and calling for puramedics, people should
call for the paramedics first.

Dr. Cummings disagrees. "l don’t think there is any
evidence that CPR has been exaggerated in the public
mind," he told Newsday. “Most people are aware that o
multitude of interventions have to be done, The thrust
:iltmimngls you have two tasks: Do CPR arl-dgi'.t

P
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second counts
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Reserves A ent
Moraga Fire ters

In the old days, fires in the town of
Moraga were put out by neighbors
wna';hggmﬁtugﬂﬂmrmmightﬂml_ﬂam

years as Eapulauun A

fighters to a t the volunteer sys-
R T
men a i

Naow ea.urrhaamfullﬁghr:le-—
m@er&:fﬁhe'mmé_nmﬁt}rmmmin
servein araga Fire Department as
on-call Regerves, '
S TR e CoolRa L Yok iAo

e
reserves program and praises all 12 men
who serve in it.

" he says) supervises the : /

"We call on the reserves both for
and non-emergency situa-
he explains, “to augment our on-
ﬂqmﬂ.ltmigh;bﬂla_rgt_ﬁ:ﬁggu

ppened once rece LIk Tm an
automohile accident ghut tgbere are

] Fihd

Lions,

hear about it just by

available, filling an empty post has
never been a problem. P!en_ usmyy “I think the do'a fantast
job" Captain Goodyear says. “Their ser-
vice benefits the community enor-
mously. And there's a benefit for them,

Nor are the reserves limited to men.
“All of our current 12 reserves are men.
But we welcome women,” he notes.

n‘m&l hm‘ i o

several ped inside the vehi- _How does one join the reserves?  IDo=many like the work so much that
cles and we need extra help from in- Whena ‘ﬁo?anbeggmmnt;appﬁ- they're actively taking tests to pursue
town people who can get there quickly, cants a physical agility test and fire fighting careers.

They are paid for their time, of course. then an oral test. Once accepted, basic “So this iz a program that's good all

Ca Gﬂﬂﬂj"ﬂﬂlmthedepam ining in fire fighting and
ment does not actively recruit reserves. mg E‘E
Although there are only 12 positions

. ounm
II‘JE’ jg?

Cnnﬂmcﬁon:uwm*ksonlhumhﬂmrdﬁuhnuu

2 reserves attend

t aid fol-
for the fire service in general.

St Pholy Tl FulErngon

Earthquake proofing proje:ct in progress

Construction crews have been z?ilkénﬁ on a
$278,000 earthquake proofing project araga
fire stations on M Way and Rheem Boulevard,
according to fire Chiel Ed Lucas. :

Lucas said Mqrténmﬂuﬁ“mmuhemgmem
comply with state 0

‘Jueu{kb;ingﬁnneuﬂnhln_ Way station in-
cludes reroofing, and minor

The 30-year-old Rheem Boulevurd Station, accord-

ing to Lucas, is being extensively remodeled. He also  equipment ready

gnd $36,000

7
]
f
:

|

!

The fire district opted 1o proceed with the project

after annual insurance rates on the stations jumped
from $1,300 to $20,000 in less than four years, Lucas
said. _
“Besides, if theres an en:rrh_aum. insurance fsn't
going to do you a bit of good, Lucas said. “It isn't
guh:gmhalpﬂmmumnﬂy if pur rescue units are
hurried under rubble.

the way around-for the town of
Llﬂtml fﬂl’ the m Whﬂ H!_ “tmd




igstes By Cioreon kaan

Rescue One Foundafion President Ellie Kosiich presents gift to Paromedic Tim Barlo-
lomei, right, Fire Chief Ed Lucas and Paromedic Ken l'.'.dnslghq, left, of the Moraga
Fire District. In background is the newly refurbished rescue unit.

Rescue One Foundation paramedics gift

One of the highlights of the populor annu-
al open house celebrating Fire Prevention
Week was the presentation of a new Life-
Pak 5 EKG monitor/defibrillator to the
Moraga Fire District by the Rescue One
Foundation.

Ellie Kositch, president, stated that this is
“truly a gift from the community,”’ as all
funds expended for paramedic equipment
comes through donations. The Maraga Fire

District paramedics submit a “wish list"” to
the Rescue One board of directors who
then purchase the equipment os funds be-
come available.

Dr. Ben Ho and Alan Miller were recently
elected to the board.

Directors completing the board are: Jerry
Meyer, Julie Fisher, Gordon Nathan,
Jeanne Kirsch, Carol Porferfield, Ellen Long
ond Ellie Kositch, president.

Solicitors get funds with false pitch

i o157
A Modesto-based edic as-

sociation has golicited contributions
from an undetermined number of
Orinda and residents by
falsely saying the donations will be
mﬁhﬂllj‘. according to authori-
Ellie Kositch, ident of the
Moraga Rescue One Foundation,
saitl Moraga Fire Chief Ed Lucas
has contacted officials of the Cali-
fornia Fire and Paramedic Rescue
Association and told them to siop
soliciting contributions under false

5

“Because of the al regard
the citizens of Moraga for their
paramedics, many people might feel
their donations to this company
would directly benefit this town's
paramedics,” Kositch said. “The
fact ix, and Orinda Fire Dis-
tricts do not belong to this associa-

and Drii“da dexpmumg :wlfrm for
any “misunderstanding that ma
have nccurred during the m:ulll:ihfj
tion process.™
Kositch said the only way to give
funds to directly benefit Moraga's
paramedics is to donate to the Mor-
gﬂzﬁn Rescue One Foundation, a local
's support: endorsed
the State of c.mrm"if in 1879, 2
Funds received by the Moraga
Rescue One Foundation, according
to Kositch, are used to purchase
equipment and supplies for the
Moraga paramedies which are nat
available through conventional
‘. Officials investigating the solici-
" i 50
‘tation by the California. Fire and

Paramedic Rescue Association said
the group is legitimate. Several of
its solicitors, however, were “over-
zealous' in their pitch to raise
funds, according to officials.

In a simular case in Walnut
Creek recently, solicitors convinced
donors that their contributions
would go to support a local sulfcide

revention group. The donations,
Enwem-. were spent elsewhere,

are usually paid based on a precen-
tage of what they raise. In some
cases solicltors have received 80
percent from each dallar they
raised,

‘ who has made a dona-
tion to the Californta Fire and Para-
not receive a letter from the group
should contact the Moraga Fire Dis-
trict at 376-5454.
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“1t was very exciting.”

ml gy N :!h.ﬁ-"_ ,.
l m@t"ﬂﬂmmmm alyy's
and cleaned up the infant, th
Mﬁﬁ* Medical l:nn:nr in Walnut

Creek,
Both were doing fine Friday



Sanders Ranch homeowners to Rescue |

Rescue | Foundation Director Jerry Meyer, Senior Firefighter/Paramedic Ed Borden;
Priscillo Rosenberg aond President of Sanders Ranch Homeowners Association Joe

Eckhaort with new, child-size mannequin

When Priscilla Rosenberg re-
alized that the location of her
humuinsmﬂm"lj::lﬂm
‘quired extra response o

emergencies from the Mimga

She presented a plan fo the
Sanders Ranch Homeowners
Board of Directors so the resi-
dents themselves could be

trained to handle emergenices

until help arrived.
She arranged for monthly
Resuscitation

kT

anﬂvn.mmmldnm:m

e?ms their gratitude to
Para ics Darrell Lee, Pete

Nowicki and Mark Watson, of

b7

i W SOpat i 1 o otk b 0 o
who was in her car a head on sion on Canyon
was treated ot the scene and tran
Memorial
A 25-year-old

o

=

2

ar-old Berkeley

y woman
Thursday. The victim
sported by paramedics fo the trauma center ot John Muir
Hmpﬁul in Walnut Creek, whure she was admitted in serious but stable condition.

Moraga man, ﬂd‘ng in the other car, was treated and released for minor
injuries received in the accident
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rtment to

“onsiglio, Franklin, Jennifer
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two larger dogs are

Fire Dep
hter K
The

Maorris, ﬂnrf

(left to rig

Franklin, Kelly
Skiper (left) and Cricket.

MORAGA RESIDENT DON
of his two dalmatian dogs ¢
Pictured obove
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Moraga firefighters do
more than fight fires

The Morags Fire Depantment, considered d‘mnﬂ;lﬂﬂhf the Moraga Fire De
a “sacred cow”' for the “town at the end of ! tm_ services. B
the cul-de-sac," provides fire proteéction ser-
vices as well os an efficient and highly
ﬂmﬂpum|mmmmﬁ-
[s 8

Because of Morags's location, its citizens:

"Fd Lucas is Fire Chief: John Cooper, as.
?“htlnthﬂ'i'm Chief; and Les Wandel, Fire
ars

Main fire station on Moraga Way with meefing room next door

Herbert Andrew Bonner
Herbert Andrew Bonner, 75, of
Moraga died Monday ar Merritt
Hospital inﬂnlr.l
He was in the hmmme htm
fnr 52- Fim ml =

sister, Emmnm of Oukland;
and one

There will be no services. Ar-
rangements are by the Neptune So-
ciety of Walnut Cresl,

The family prefers mnn'ﬂmﬁ:m
fo
care of the Moraga Fire thrt-
mﬁn;é 1280 Moraga Way, Moragn,
bt
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Paramedlc serwce debated

ion m Inspired in part by a
repart presented to the council by
former council member Joe Harb,
&njuhtumgwnuﬂuﬁm:lm

incorporation.
City Manager Tom Sinclair said
the ﬂﬂngi was to serve as “the
ma]ogu between Lhe
-and the fire district board.”
All council and commission
members were as well as
Fire Chief Dave Evans, Fire Marshal
Ron Garland md repruuntaﬁvw
from Regional Medical Systems,
which provides ambulance service
o ﬂdnda and Lafayette,

Talking about Nye's article, Harb
said “As [ Jooked into it, | did not
find one person in Orinda that did
not ].'!E"F.'ﬂl't we had

aramedics.

tin; a member :nf the fire t:mumta-

-;il:m1 said that the ¢mur?z
ing that Orinda’s fi g‘htaru do
have, combined with the defibrilla-

tors, wumﬁdmhmmtm In
m res

cases where

Why add extra expenses o the

budget when city residents were al-
acceptable emergency
care?, mﬁm officials.
"We are not as exposed as it
might appear,” said Fire Commis-
sioner Charles Blue

Fire Marshal Ron Garland
agreed with Blue. “The whole city

has paramedic service available

through the private sector,” he said.
Dennis Bolt, vice president of Re-
gional Medical Service, said that his
‘compnay’s response time to call in
county
mﬂmﬂurmmm_s.
Of the 36 Orinda calls for emer-
gency service in January, 21 were

 medical emergencies requiring
treatment,

Bolt said. 12 of those re-

A .qg*medtmmpmmnhmul,mn

mum@mmiﬂ

- .eall;pqs'mnnth.miﬁudmfam-

Orinda, we can not expect the
tlrlnda m to provide paramed-

“It is up to the Orinda City Coun-
cil to take the initiative," he con-
Not agreed with Harb

everyong 5
'cum At issue was whether
. die mppunﬂthd.lw

(o o Sumt 'PY

bined firefighteriparamedic
tion said that the paramedics would
not receive enough calls to maintain

their skills,

“It would be a very
sue and create prnhhm. said
"With about eight p:

sugges-

complex is-

TIHMM|mmmfermdm
continue utilizing the private sector
for paramedic service to Orinda.

Whether paramedic service re-
mains in the private sector or be-
comes part of the Orinda fre dis.
trict's service, more money is

available for funding th pl?t
Asaruultufthu:pmn&lgu Advi-

illShm':luatr said that each city would
v to agree to be part of the
gram before they would mcﬂve]:;
Mensure H funds. If Orinda were to
agree, each h;me would be as-
sessed up to $10 for emergency
medical services.

Sinclair said that the county
would prefer 1o use the money to-
wards supplementing the private
sector's presént service, rather than
using it for individual fire districts.

Regional Medical System's presi-
dent applauded the passage of Mea-
sure H, and said that he was one of
the measure's proponerits.

“We are an open book,”" he told
the council. “We are the ones who
hmughf:rthe issue (of inm;wd

council to consider implementing
city-specific paramedic services,
“Wr. have ﬂ:mm to Hve ina part of

qgﬂunnd

Rescue | publicity
Imﬂdlmlum%mmﬂuﬂrmtmﬂ;im
Putnam and the Sun for to the rescue’ es-
cue | Foundation regnrding the bogus solicitation of
funds for our
Hmmufyuuruﬁdas the donors were notified
and given the opporfunity to seek refunds.
We are so very proud of our

personnel and deeply appreciate the

gtvmthbnth'lh‘ﬂund'ﬂl-

Fire District
ity you have
JERRY MEYER

President, Rescue I Foundation
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Moraga’ issioners and fire chief proudly stand in front of the town's new,
state of ;.f:nm";f;mh are Fire Chief Ed Lucas, Fire Commissioners Gordold'l
Nathan, Sue Noe and Art Comerford, fire fighters Tim Bartolomei, Ron Goodyear an
Dan Romero

Moraga firefighters do
more than fight fires

The Moraga Fire Department, 6,200 rescue calls since 1971
‘considered a “sacred cow" for the In 1950, the small red Moraga
“town at the end of the cul-de-sac” Ranch firehouse became the first
provides fire protection services as  station. The Rh n station was add-
well as an efficient and highly ed in 1957, m the main station, at
skilled paramedic team and ambu- 1280 Moraga Way, was dedicated in
lance service. 1968, :

Because of Moraga's location, its Moraga had no ambu-
citizens depend chiefly on the Mor- fance service, the Moraga Service

Department for emergency  League sponsored @ fund drive in
services ] i 1970 to purchase a rescue van,
Ten paramedics and 10 Emer “Rescue One” was manned by fire-
gency Medical Technicians (EMT), fighters who trained to become
all of whome double as firefighters, EMTs on their own time, In 1973,
man the only fire department in Mﬂwmmmﬂd
Contra Costa County which pro- & heart. ung resuscitator for the
vides a Paramedic Emergency Am-  “Rescue One” unit, and since then

bulance System. the Rescue _E_)Ea F:;,uug_;gg; has

More than two-thirds of all Mor- made many valuable donations.
aga Fire Department calls are for Ed Lucas is Fire Chief; John Coo-
sponse has been made to more than  Wandel, Fire Marshal

ig
i
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Historic Moraga fire commission is keeping up with the t:mes

By Sandra Ann Harris

§

Times have changed since the
M Fire House was located at
1000 School Street 21 vears ago, but
the Moraga Fire District's acute
concern for the community’s wel-
fare and safety remains the same.

These days old Mnrnﬁw;ire
House on School Street is

windows have replaced the
ir doors. A black dancing
ﬂrl.up frnm a sign reading

and everything in
I:m:n for a total of 216 square
miles. All of the areas were unincor-

' broke from the pack in
1860 formed the Moraga Fire
Distriet, covering 32 square miles.

B0 percent of the Maraga Fire
District boundaries are contained by
Moraga's city limits. 20 percent lie
outside the town. The neighbor-
hoods surrounding Ivy Drive and

Del Rey are ane example of the con-
flicting boundaries, These areas are
Orinda ity territory, but the Mor-
aga Fire District’s responsibility,

The Fire Department pﬁﬂ{eﬂ itu-du'rl.’
on reésponse times of under
5 utes for B0 percent of their
calls, Chief Ed Lucas said. The out-
lying areas from Canyon to the crest
of Skyline are the exception since
the roads are unusually windy and
the terrain is hilly.

Prior to the inception of the para-
medics program in Moraga, the city
was serviced by a private Walnut
Creek-based service; Citizens felt
they weren't able to respond quickly
enough. The response time was as
long as 25 minutes, not including
the 25 minutes travel time from
Moraga to the hozllnl One resi-
dent nearly bled to.death, as a result
o “ﬁ Mmbulng th of

“Moraga at the end ]
cul-de-sac, it takes a long time to
get here, It's simply loo far away,"
said Ome's past president Ju-
lie Fisher.

A group called the Moraga Ser-
vice League felt the community's
need would be better met by local
paramedics, so they pushed o ac-
quire an ambulance and some
Emergency Medical Technicians
(EMTs) in the early seventies.

“The evolved from the
EMTs to a full blown paramedics

" Fisher said.
mi[:ﬁm?ﬁ the pamgﬂir:s prggmm
Rescue ﬂe gan, and cur-
rently 1 -lime paramedics are
employed in Moraga. Last year the

paramedics administered aid to
Muraga residents in response (o 520
emergency calls. A number of other
calls were responded to, but upon
arrival it was determined paramedic
assistance was not necessary, Of the
520 calls, 113 involved cardiae or
respiratory trouble, 182 involved
trauma (broken arm, a car accident,
ete.), 29 involved strokes, and one
inm a birth, in addition to other
mi e0Us emergencies.
“It’s probably the most success-
program in Northern Califor-
ria," said Fisher, “[ think the town
is turhmlle o hmre sur.'J: quality ser-
vice and o
Rescus is a non-profit
giiﬁﬂnn tlﬁici m!!;:;s dﬂnlms
out soliclting. mongy gen-
erated is used specifically for the
paramedics service, including
equipment es and other nice-
ties that aren’t funded by the coun-
ty. Over 535,000 of equipment has
been purchased since 1980, Dona-
tions average $8,000 each vear.

Rescue Cne tings are held on
the onday of each month at
7:30 p.m. in the District Office; lo-
cated at 1280 Moraga Way, Jerry
Meyer is currently president of Res-
cue One.

At a time when the flow of coun-
ty money has slowed (0 & trickle,
the Moraga Fire Department is any-
thing but stagnant.

April 1, 1989 marked the day
Moraga's new fire engine was pul
into operation. State of the art
equipment, like a new defbrillator

ighing only 10 Ibs., instead of 50

Ibs, like the older models, and a
powerful generator make the new
engine another notch on the Mor-
aga Fire Department’s golden belt.

The Moraga Fire Commission
was instrumental in persuading the
county to purchase the engine. Five
commissioners are appointed by the
county at the recommendation of
two cify council members. Commis-
sioners have no part in the selection
process. Sue Moe serves both as a
commissioner and a Moraga city
council member.

MNoe said, “I act as a liaison basi-
cally, Our town has never had a
council member on the commission
before. | can see some point in the
future when there might be a defi-
nite advantage" to sit on both, she
said.

“If T felt there was a conflict |
would have resigned (from the com.
mission),” she added.

"I think it's great!" said Lucas. i
wish it had happered years ago.”
Walnut Creek, Pittsburg and Anti-
och all have cifizens serving both as
city council members and fire com-
missioners, “It's nothing new," he
said,

Fire Commission meetings are
held at 7:30 on the second Thursday
of each month at the District Office,
located at 1280 Moraga Way.

Lucas has been Moraga Fire
Chief for three years, bul his career
with the Moraga Fire Department
dates back to 1959, At that time, Lu-
cas was offered a job with the Wal-
nut Creek Department too, but he
chose Moraga because of the
growth potential, and "1 loved the
area,” he said. At that time the Mor-
aga Fire District serviced only 254
homes. Now there are 625 Moraga
homes.

Lucas was borm and raised in
Orinda ‘where his father served as a
volunteer fireman. Fire fighting
runs in the family, and in addifion
to his father's involvement, Lucas'
father in-law and cousins are also
fire fighters,

The first fire house is now an nnhqu-slm :Ih'f
Bob and Barbara Edgren

it PaitoaDancka &fo M
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Moraga’s new, state-of-the-art fire truck, with [frur.-n left) proud Fire Chief Ed Lucas,

Fire Commissioners Gordon Nathan, Sue Noe, and Art Comerford, firefighters Tim Bar-
tolomei, Ron Goodyear and Don Romero. Commissioners not pictured are Walt Tibbitts

and Linda Borrelli

Moraga fire officials warn about solicitation

Citizens of Moraga have
again reported receiving tele-
phone calls from a soliciting
mp;:;‘-lﬂdn; for donations
t?ﬂr a paramedic associa-
t

Because of the special regard
the citizens of Moriga have for
their paramedics, many peaple
might feel their donations to
this company would directly
benafit their town's paramedics,
‘according to Moraga Fire Chief
Ed Lucas.

*“The fact is, Moraga and
Orinda fire disiricis do not be-
long to this association and
would therefore not benefit in
any way from this soliciation,”
Lucas said.

Jerry Meyer, president of the
Moraga Rescue One Founda-
tion, pointed out that the only
way to give funds to directly
benefit Moragn's paramedics is

to donate to the Rescue
One Foundation, It is a local,
volunteer citizen's support
group endorsed by the State of
California in 1977.

Funds received by this Foun-
dation are used to purchase

equipment and supplies for the
paramedics which are

not available through conven-
tional funding, she said.

Call 376-5454 for lurther in-
formation,

Moraga fire officials

warn about solicitation

Citizens of Moraga have
again reported tele-
calls from a saliciting
company asking for donations
tin benefit a paramedic associa-
tion.

Because of the special regard
the citizens of Moraga have for
their paramedics, many people
might feel their donations to
this company would directly
benefit their town's P.m
according 1o Moraga Fire Chi
Ed Lueas,

“The fact is, Moraga and
Orinda fire districts do not be-
long to this association and
would therelore noi benefit in
any way from this soliciation,”
Lucas said.

Contact the fire districis or
;Illggl:“::g;:n to those who
ought money was gain
to benefit the local mruE:idiE

services.

Call 376-5454 for Turther in-
formation.

Moraga fire officials
warn about solicitation

Citizens of Moraga have
again reporied receiving tele-
phone calls from a soliciting
company asking for donations
t:: benefit o paramedic associa-
tion.

Because of the special regard
robipeimedylag Sl

r cs, many people
might feel their donations to
this company would directly
benefit their town's paramedics,
according to Moraga Fire Chief
Ed Luias,

“The fact Is, Moraga and
Orinda fire districts do not be-
long to this nssociation and
Sy WA, e St BOHSIREAL
any wiy saliciation,”
Lucas said. '

Jerry Meyer, president of the
Moraga Rescue One Founda-
tion, pointed out that the only
et Moragas phrsmetics

[
to donate m Moraga Rescue

volunteer citizen’s support
group endorsed by the Siate of
California in 1977,

Funds received by this Foun-
a-uiun are used o purchase
equipment and supplies for the
e e sy diods

m ugh conven-
tional funding, she said.

mmﬁlﬂmﬂuummmb'

understanding that have
process, the associntion will re-

Call 376-5454 for further in-
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Fabulous Fourth-Cnmiﬁgs

Orindans ond Moragans took time out from planning their separate celebrations to pose for this joint Fourth of
July picture. From left are Suzy Bagg, Harmony Herman, Ken Hodges and trombone, John Fazel, Eve Bagg,
Durqr Grant, dog Rocqu Diane Kahle, Couriney Grant, Notalie Serota, Shelley Bagg and Cherie Grant. Hanging
in front of the gazebo is one of the posters from Orindo’s poster contest, created by Orinda Intermediate School

student Chris Yen.

Old-fashioned Fourths in Orinda, Moraga

Residents of Orinda- and Moraga won't have 1o drive far on the
Fourth of July to enjoy a day of activities and fun.

Moragans will meet at the Moraga Commons, where the first eveni
of the day is an R a.m., | kilometer run for runmérs up (o 12-years-old,
followed by an 8 kilometer, 8:15 run for those 13 and over. Registered
runners in the 8 K run will receive free T-shirts, while those running in
the 1 K run will receive American flags.

Children's gamas will begin ot 1 p.m., while volleyball and horse-
shoe pitching will begin at 9:30 am.

Three popular contests will be held again this year in Moraga. The
dog show judging will at 430 a.m: at the Bandshell, while the pie
judmmmmandm nahlktpmd:mllbugnnllﬂaﬂmm

blood pressure checks will be give ._

S1E avemwﬂlhemmﬂtuhmmnmmat iE
noon until 2 pim., the Special Delivery Band will be playmg hluegrass
country and western,-and oldies. The Lamorinda Community Band will
wrap up the day with marches, show tunes and light classics from Z:45
to 4 pom.

Lucky Orindans can start off their Fourth with a gourmet pancake
breakfast sponsored by the Orinda Trails Council from 7:30 until 10:30
am. A fun run will start at 8 am. at the Community Center. All ages
may run, skip, ride or walk:

“Orinda through History” is the theme of the parade which Is a
highlight of that city's fﬂs:wlﬂes Ned and Alysone delaveaga are the
Grand Marshals. Would-be parade marchers are welcome; prizes will
be awarded and categories include best dressed individual, doll bug-
gies, strollers, skateboards, bikes, most entertaining group, best har,
oldest, voungest and most epordinated pet and owner. Floats and an-
tique cars are also encouraged; the parade assembles in front of the
newly reopened Orinda Theatre at 9 am

The second dedication of an Orinda landmark will fnke place at

12:30 p.m. when the Community Center is presented its plague by the
Orinda Historieal Society,

A favorite recipe contest will be judged at 9 am. at the Community
Center. Cooks can enter their best efforts in the following categones:
choeolate chip cookies, muffins, fruit/'vegetable/mut bread, fruit pies,
pickled fruft or vegetables, and jams or jellies.

ne 15 encournged 1o bring a picnic and a blanket to listen to
the Rn:lw Flyers, a 50's and 60's rock and roll hand which will begin
playing at 6 pm.
Booths are available for individuals or mps who want to earn ex-
tra money by selling crafis or food. The O Association has applica-
tions available,
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The Moraga Fire District and Rescue One Foundation of Moracga
will <co-sgonsor a free Dblocd pressure scresning at ths
Fourth of July festivities at ths Moraga Commons Jary
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Board Game of Moraga -
to rescue paramedics

When these handsome Moraga
paramedics are not rescuing local
citizens-in-distress, they enjoy play-
ing “The Board Game of Moraga!"
The Monopaoly-like game, produced
by the Moraga Junior Women's
Club, enters its second season as a
unigue fundraising project whaose
profits will go to the community by

way of E:escue ;{jyg Foundation,
Campolin School, and the

Moraga Education Foundation.

Rescue One Foundation. is the
citizen support group which re-
ceives and administers contribu-
tions from the public and service or-
ganizations like Juniors. Money
collected is used to supplement the
Moraga Fire Department budget to
provide rescue supplies and equip-
ment for the paramedic program.

A way (o suppon this worthwhile
cause, according to Juniors, is 1o
purchase one of the games, They
make great holiday gifts.

Instead of Park Place and Board-
walk “The Board Game of Moraga”
features Moraga Country Club and
Rheem Valley Manor. When a play-
er passes GO, he passes Moraga
Tennis and Swim Cll;b. When it's
your tem o “gao to jail" end u
at St. Mary's College. Y‘-‘ilw € uwll:
Moraga Place, St. Mary's Gardens
or even Round Table Pizza!

“It's loads of fun to whesl and
deal with all the properties around
town."" claims Billie Cummings,
game chairman. “l can even buy all
af Sanders Ranch for only $46,000,
What a steal!”

_The squares on the game hoard

represent over 54 businesses and
neighborhoods in Moraga. In addi-
tion, the center of the board lists
one hundred names of residents
who contributed to the project by
purchasing space on the board,

The game has four different lev-
els of play and all ages can enjoy it.
The fourth level is quite a enge,
much maore difficult than Monopaly,
according (o Cummings.

Purchase price is $15 (tax de-
ductible) and is available al several
local merchants including Lightning
Bug Gifts, Don's Decorating Center
and King's Florist. Orders by mail
may be sent (o Moraga Junior
Women's Club, P.O. Box 462, Mor-
a,lg:.dCAEﬁﬁﬁ. Games will be deliv-
ered,

For further information call Billie
Cummings, 376-4068.
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Lifesaving skills help father
revive unconscious child

By Gayle Vassar Melvin
Sral weiile

What should parents do when
they are lucky enough 1o have
both children and a backyard
swimming pool?

A week ago, Moragn residents
Rick and DeNal Vandenberg
wiould have sugeested additional
fencing around the pool, never
letting children swim alone, and
always having on adull nearby
when children are in the pool,

Alter last weekend, they
would place taking lifesoving
oourses ot the top of the list.

The Vandenbergs, parents of
four active children, followed all
of the common sense rules for
safely mixing children and swim-
ming pools. Yet 10 days ago,
their wo-vear-old son, Michael,
lost his footing while playing in
the hackyard whirlpool, and was
under water for about 5 minute
before he was discovered by his
big brother John,

John, who had been in the
whirlpool with Michael but had
moved over to the swimming
pool, quickly pulled his little
brother out and ran to get his
pirents.

Rick, in the kitchen overlook:
ing the pool with his wife, ran
outside and checked Michael's
pulse.

He started mouth-to-mouth
resuscitation. “By the fourth or
fifth breath, Michael started
breathing on his own,” he said.

In the meantime, DeNm di-
aled 911, Rescue One, Moraga's
paramedics, arrived on the scene
minutes later, to find a breathing
little boy and two shaken par-
enis.

Firefighter Bob Bratton credit-
ed Rick Vandenberg's training in
lifesaving skills with saving Mi-

chael from any serious harm.

Even in an optimum situation,
it can take more than five min-

utes friom the time 911 15 dialed
util the call is reloyed ond the
parumedics arrive. Bratton said.

"The thing aboul emergency
medical services working 1n @
community is that the cilizens
need to work with the system,”
he sait. “The key to 4 good EMS
program is to have citizens
teained in the basics.”

Vandenberg has taken lifesav-
ing training three times through
his employer, Goldman, Sachs
and Company

Although 1he Vandenbergs
ditl hot seek publicity about their
son's acodent, They agreed lo
talk with reporers in the hape
that their experience would in-

S gl e Vassar Nuiin

Rick Vmﬁnﬁm holding son Michael, with son John

spire ather résidents 1o seek life-
sAVINE Lraining.

“If just one other parent takes
the course and then saves some-
one’s life after reading this arti-
cle, then it's worth it,” Rick Van-
denberg said.

TWW
ers lifesaving trai

W g
one six-hour class on Saturdays,

or in two evening classes, In ad-
dition 10 mouth-to-mouth and
CPR, infant CPR and the Heim-
lick maneuver are taught. The
courses are nol offered during
the summer, but will start again
in September. For further infor-
mintion, call the Fire Department
at 376-5454.




Prtsident Jevey Meyer § Ellve Kosgibels

Frann by Gertior Wither

Moraga Fire Chief Ed Lucas, Ellie Kositch, Assistant Chief John Cooper

Rescue One honors retiring member

Rescue One Foundation Charter Member Ellie Ko- of Rescue One Foundation in 1977 by Marion Devin,
sitch recently announced her retirement from the ane of the founders of the organization.
Board of Directors. ' Kositch has served as secretary, treasurer, vice
: ident and president of the Foundation
Al the June 5 meeting, the Moriga: Fire District PT¥ LR i
presented Kositch with a plaque and their thanks for J:"FL'{?‘:; Hm“': Qe :mﬂﬁt’"ﬂmlm
her dedicated, long time support of the paramedic h.;‘ Ty k:nmi::ﬂ "E‘hﬂ et
2 : s hard work anc tion. She is a tirel work-
PLOEESI : er and we will all miss her very much.”
Chief Ed Lucas and Assistant Chief John Cooper  Anvone interested in apﬂiying for the vacancy may
are shown presenting the award, write to Rescue Dne Fi tion, care of Moraga Fire
Kositch was nominated 1o the Board of Directors Department, 1280 Moraga Way, Moraga 94556,

ek BEd Luems  Ellie Keosibly forden Vathn.
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In Moraga,

By Gayle Vassar Melvin
Slaf wrilsi

Fire Chief Ed Lucas leaned back
in his chair and thought about what
made the Moraga Fire District spe-
oial.

"It's the people” sald the silver-
haired Lucas. “We talk about tech-
nodogy, but 1 was thinking the other
diy that equipment really doesn's
change that much. It's the commu.
nity of exceptional people that has
made the disirict what it is."

That commiunity has benefited
from Lucas's expertise for more
than three decades. Although he
was recently hanored by the Contra
Costa County Board of Supervisors
for 30 years of service in the district,
Luecas has ties to Lamorinda that ex-
lend back nearly & century. His
grandfather came to the area in the
1B80)’'s; he said, setiling here to rnise
i family of 12 children

His father, the youngest of the
12; “'got as far as Orinda,” which is
where Lucas grew up

In 1859, the man who is the head
of the department today became the
district's eighth-employes. There

Bva 1,189

were 256 homes in Morago, distrib-
uted mostly in the section known as
"Oid Moraga' on' Larch, &nd along
Rheem Boulevard, Lucas recalled.

He hus seen the communily grow
to almost 15,000 homes, bul says it's
been “premium growth” with few
problems for the fire department

“It's been o challenging 30 vears.
Just as with any depantment, there
huve been good times and bad
times, but 1 like to think we've had
more good times than most,” he
said.

Part of the reason for those good
times is the unwavering support
that Maragans have traditionally
granted the distmict, Luces sgid,

Even during the tax revall elec-
tinn which saw the passage of Prop.
13, Moragans passed & tax jn sup-
port of the fire district with an over-
whelming 87 percent, he said. Two
other tax increases to aid the fire
district were also easily approved.

“People here are suceessful and
progressive,” Lucas said, “They'rs
the go-getters in thelr professional
lives, ard that spills over Inte the
community,

Rescue 1. Moraga's acclaimed
L

paramedic service, 15 the reésult of
residents “'giving 1,000 percent,”
sadd Lucas. The town was the first
in Northern California to have pari-
medic service, and fire departments
from other Bay Area cities have pat-
terned their services after Rescue 1.

Moraga's: firefighting team also
pioneered o device that allows ap-
proaching firefrucks to change traf-
fic lights from red 1o green. The de-
vice, called Opticom, was purchased
10 years ago for s fraction of iis cost
from Concord when that city decid-
ed 1o discontinue using them on lte
public buses

Cipticom permiis a firetruck leav-
ing Moraga to go all the way 1o the
Caldecott Tunnel without hitting a
red light, said Lucas, When the pre-
sent implementation of Opticom
systems in Walnul Creek s com:
plete, the trucks will be able to trav-
el unimpedead to John Muir and Kai-
ser Medical Centers as well, he sajd.

But it isn't the technical ad-
vances of the department that
makes Lucas smile. He is definitely
8 "people person” who cares most
about his community, his firefight-
ing team, and his family,

where there’s smoke, there’s Ed Lucas

Just as he always knew that he'd
made the right choicé in remaining
in the Moraga aren, he has never re-
gretied chousing a wife after know-
ing her for less than twb months
He met Carple, his wife of 33 vears,
at a “little 19 cent hambunger joint
in Walmt Creek.” Six weeks affer
mesting, he proposed; they were
married within the year,

Their three children went
through the Moraga schools, *'l
can't say enough good things about
the schools here,” he said. Gldest
son Greg is married to another Mor-
aga resident and has two daughters;
daughter Dina will be married this
fall in the sume church on the same
weekend that her parents were mar-
ried; and youngest som Steve has
one more year to go at Harvard Law
School

The original 12 Lucas children of
Moraga have propigated inlo a vir-
tual clan, most of whom remained
within a 50 mile radius of Lamor-
nda. Annual family reunions bring
in close to 150 Ldcases, the chief
said

personal life there,

“There hasn't been a moming |
haven't wanted o get up and go to
work,” Luces said with a satisfied
smile,

i prCATy Tyt Yaasie Yaton

Fire Chief Ed Lucas takes time to talk with firefighters
Tim Bartolomei and Jake Casey
Even 50 miles away from his be-
loved Moraga conld be too far for

the man who has never regretted
spending both his professional and

Co Co TI-H'I-L.- T/I?/ﬁ?

I'ax accord reached on ambulance service

san Ramon Valley,
Moraga residents
spared double bill

ly Michael Hytha
fall writes

MARTINEZ — Morage and San Ro-
non Valley residents will benefit Irom a
ountywide tax to boost ambulance ser
jees without having fo pay twice under
1 agreement approved Tuesday by
OUNEY SUPETVISOTE,

A ballof measure approved by voters
n Movember allows for a parcel tax of
ip to $10 a venr for improving emergen-
w medical services, The county is now

recommending o tax of $5.35 per house.
bold to raise $32.57 million a year

That money will be used (o add mare
paoramedic ambulance crews capable 'of
performing advanced life-saving tech-
nigues. It also will be uséd (o improve
communications systems and train emer-
gency crews, said Arthur Lathrop, direc
tor of emergency medical services for
Contra Costa County.

Seventeen of the county's 18 cities al-
ready have approved the tax. The San
Ramon City Council has tentatively ap-
proved it and was scheduled to make a
final decision Tuesday night.

Unlike the rest of the county, the fire
tepartments in Moraga and the San Ra-

. mion Valley provide ambulance serviees,

including advanced paramedic services.

Becnuse residents of both areas already
pay for those services, officinls said i
wiollel be unlair to tax them twice

Under the plan approved Tuesday,
residents within the Moraga Fire Protec-
tion District will pay the §5.35 tax, but
will receive an égqual reduction on the
fire protection tax they now pay, said As
sistant Chief John Coopér

Residents of 5an Ramon, Danville and
the unincorporated areas in the San Ra-
man Valley and Tassajara fire prolection
districts will pay just under $2 per parcel,
The amournt 15 lower because San Ramon
Valley residents will cantinue to pay for
their own paramedic coverage, Lathrop
gaid,

Like nll county residents; thase in the

San Ramon Valley will still benefit from
better dispatching and traming

Dispatchers will be taught 1o prioritize
calls and give life-saving medical ndvice
to the caller, Firefighters will learn 1o use
automatic defibrillators for reviving or
stabilizing hean attack patients: It is espi
mated up to 40 percent more heart attack §
victims chuld be saved T firefighters,
whis normally arrive before ambulance
crews, would learn how fo use the de-
vices, Lathrop sadd

If the assessment ares 15 approved by
the county Locul Agency Formalion

S e Cinpw Sy

smimission in ( or and given final §
ROMIEIS- 1 SNIO D I“Eqd Lucas gets congratulated by County Supervisor Nancy

approval by the supervisors in BDecemn-

ber, the tux will take effect in July. Lath Fahden for 30 years with the Moraga Fire District

rop said



Moraga Fire District hosts open house

fire extinguishers, how firefighters put out fires, and

, and G will join
g o Bavees ¢ how a fire traick is used, will be held throughout the

Moraga Firefighter Don Romero at the Moraga Fire

Station's open house on Oct. 14.

From 18 am to4 pm., fire personnel will present
safety programs for children and adults, and the Mor-
aga Police will be on the scene to fingerpnnl chil-
dren. Exhibits induding poison control, fire-safe roof-
ing, home and fire safety will be open all day.

Demonstrations, including how 1o use household

o jllr-ll'_’

day.

Way

Rescue One Foundation, a volunteer group, will
provide refreshments and be on hand ENSWET (Ues-
tions regarding the local paramedic program

The Moraga Fire Station is located atv 12580 Moraga

& lo Suw nfrz)ry

Moraga Rescue One Foundation
co-founder dies at home

Ellie B2ck Kasitch, who plaved a
key tole in launching Recue One
jon, died Thursday in her
Moraga home after a 1 12 vear ill-
ness,

After majoring in Art, Music and
Drama @l San Francisco State Uni-
versity. she was trained as a concert
pianist. Her career experience in-
cluded physician’s assistant, photog-
rapher's model and charm school
teacher.

Mrs. Kosilch inferviewed nola-
bles in the Bay Area on “Late Date
With Eleanor,” ane af the first taik
shows, which was ‘aired live on
Channel 7 TV. She zlso hosted
“Beauty on Parade,” a weekly TV
show sponsored by Breck in 1952

A stunning beauty, she was spot-
ted by Howard Hughes who offered
her a job at RKO Studios, which she
declined.

When she was younger; she rode
a palomina with the Sherifl's Posse
in pamades with her father, John
Ralph Becl, Shenff of Contra Costa

County. He also served as Mayor.-

and Police Chief of El Cermto.

o

Ellie Kasitch

Mrs. Kosiich devoted the last 12
years of her fife 10 Rescus One
Foundation, the non-profit citizen's
suppornt group for the Moraga Fire
Instrict Paramedic Program; serving
as president, secretary and treasur-

er.

During her of service, the
£46,000 in unsolicited donations
from the community to Rescue One

contimues- 1o be used fo purchase

equipiment for the paramedics

When she resigned from the
board due to poor health, a special
ceremony by the Moraga Fire Dis-
trict recognized her singular contri-
butions-to the resoue service

“She was such a specinl person,
& lady of great pride and beauty —
beautiful inside and out, whose con-
sideration and love touched many
lives, including those in the ALS
support Eroups,’” said Jeanne
Kirsch, 8 Moraga friend and Rescue
One board member. “Her many
contributions to Rescue One Founs
dation will confinue to benefit our
community.”

During the last 1 12 vears, Mrs
Hositch was a member of several
ALS {Lou Gehrig's Disease) support
groups. /

She is survived by her husband
of 40 years, Ban Kositch, of Mor
aga, and her son, Greg, of Oakland.
A memornial service is planned.

The family requests any dona-
tinns be made to Rescue One Foun-
dation, 1280 Moraga Way, Moraga,
04556,



Co Sa&"
: GIANT QAEE"frmn lirtle &ourn?ﬁu.{‘zd Moraga
escue support group for the ICE,
ﬂT’ﬁm from lndj#iduall:s and mg:nmlg;m.

Co
I Fi

A $670 check was delivered to Rescie I's Jerry M

by Thelma Quinley, one of the first princi s’
Moraga School, on behaif of the Women s Golf Aol

tion's “18-Holers." That was really an ace i
may be sent fo Rescue 1, 7 e i
e 10 Resc 1280 Moraga Way, the main

FPresidert Jeviry Ht_v"f ot "1 Es Halerg
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Our readers say:

Thanks for the donations

This letter of thanks is written to all the citizens of
the Moraga Fire District on behalf of Moraga's Rescue
One Foundation. Through generous donations from or-
ganizations such as the Moraga Junior Women, Mira-
monte and Sanders Ranth Homeowners Associations,
and M ‘Women's Golf Association and Moraga
Daisies Group, as n_?lr as many, many individuals,

to numeTous (o mention, the Rescoe One Foundation

hias been sble to donate important lifesaving equipm
to the Fire District ] =

paramedic program,

This equipment includes the Life Pak 5 heart moni-
tor and defibrillator and CPR mannequins for communi-
ty CPR training. Over the past 12 years, through com-
munity contributions, the Rescue One Foundation has
bieen able to donate over $50,000 in medical lifesaving
equipment o the Moraga Fire District Paramedic Pro-
gram

Again, this letter is to express the Board's thanks
and gratitude to the community for its continued gener-
ous support of Moraga Fire District and Rescue One
Foundation. We are proud of both the Moraga Fire Dis-
trict and the community it serves,

JERRY MEYER

m:mrm
Moraga

Praise for paramedics

On Oct. 27 | found myself in my Moraga home alone
while my husband was shopping and | fell with a badly
broken femur bane. _

I want to let everyone in our community know how
well taken 1 was with the professional and compassion-

ate care I received during my problem.
Hére's to Moraga Pﬂrumrm: and #8911 and their

care.
Eplncy ESTELLE MORRIS
Cole Suw fl—]ﬂfﬂ LEHMurlga

i.r. 4t :f‘.ﬂ.f/'fﬂ

Moraga Fire
cuts tax and
annual losses

By Sandra Ann Harris

alf wilor

The Morugs Fire District tax will
be lifted, not levied, this year, and
residents will save about 300,000
in taxes as a result of the fire com-
mission's February deciston,

On the recommendation of Chief
Ed Lucas, the Moraga Fire Commis-
sion, vored at its Feb. 8 meeting nol
to tax Moraga citizens: It will save
every household about $35, Lucas
satd. It doesn't seem like a lof, but
the total savings to the community
15 “cansiderable,” he said.

This lsn'l the first tme the fire
tax has been lifted. According to Lu-
cas, in the last 10 vears: the tax has
been levied on ﬁvtm;ufl';rﬂs The
money generated s u equip-
ment and other needs, but when the
money is already sufficient, the tax
is lifted.

The Maraga Fire District is
“caught up on their needs now,”
Lucas said! Last year the disirict
purchased a half-acre 1ot 10 be used
for traming ., behind the Moraga
Way stalion: The cost was 5256000,
In 1988, a new, $188.000 fire
was purchased, The tax helped fund
both expenditures. .

“l don't see any large expendi-
tures in the next couple of vears,"
Lueas said. "We' are really nble (o
hald our own now,”

Community suppon from Bescus
One hus significantly helped the
paramedics program over the last
10 years, Mare than 350,000 in do-
nations has been genernted by the
volunteer organization, said Jerry
Meyer, one of the group’s founders,
at 8 Morega linson mesting early
this month.

Come Aprl 1, the district will
have hired three new firefighters,
The need isn't new, the district has
needed more peérsonnel for many
Venrs,

"We've reached u point where
wie can afford them without dipping
into other funds,” Lucas sald. “We
can't do everything at once"

Also, fire losses in Mo Were
kept to & minimum in 1588, the low-
est since 1983 when losses totaled o
mere - $44.000. :




.]nlln r. mi:tmt Mnrngn hre chk-f. poses wlda Carol -Fﬂrterfitld
Rescue One, John Cooley, superintendent of the Moraga School District
Filice, president of Moraga Rotary.

Disaster kits, gifts for schools

schools recently received new medical mubuu of casualties.

supplies 1o be used in disasters.

oraga schools also received donations from the

Msmmummmmme muhﬂuaﬁﬂmhﬁmﬂm Association to
Rescue One Foundation were used to purchase the equip each school classroom with other
special disaster medical kits for Joaquin Moraga, supplics, said John Cooper, assistant fire chicf,

Camhn Pablo, Rheem School, Campolindo Hi
School and St. Mary's College. Sh

The kits, which cost $350 each, can be used by 1o the general public starting in !
school stafl and Moraga paramedics o treal large

In terms of disaster preparedness, the Fire
will huuﬁamgﬂmﬂmmm
For more information call 376-5454.

o ‘{
i
ﬂ'ﬂ-n‘l!. -

SKILLS FOR LIFE: The Moraga Fire De-
pactment is offering Saturday CPR classes
‘starting Sept. 8. The all-day classes are
taught by Moraga paramedics at the fire
clisuim- headquarters, 1280 Moraga Way.

sses are an excellent way to pre-
pare local family members for medical

Sun photo/David Allen
emergencies or disasters,” said John Cooper,
assistant fire chief. Call the Moraga Fire
Department at 376-5454 to register for a
§25 class, which includes American Red
Cross texts and certification cards, Pictured
above are CPR instructors Don Roméro,
Tim Bartolomei and Bob Cox.



Two people were hospitalized after this four-car accident on Moraga Road.

Two injured in 4-car Moraga crash

A four-car collision next to
the Moraga Commons Park was
triggered Saturday when-a leenage
girl driving nonthbound on Mor-
aga Road crossed the double linc.

The 16-year-old driver, who
had a 10-month-old baby in her
car, hit a southbound Honda that
ran head-on into a northbound
Isuzu. She also hit a sonthbound
Escort, said Sgt. Mark Rup-

penthal.

The wreckage closed Moraga
Road between Corliss Drive and
SL Mary's Road for ane hour,

Moraga Fire Department ex-
tricated two victims and trans-
poried them 1o the hospital.

John Fingland, 83, who was
driving the Honda, was taken 1o
John Muir Hospital in Walnut
Creek with head and back pain

and released that evening, Fing-
land is a Moraga resident.

Ruben Dionson, 45, who was
in the Isezu pick-up truck, was
extncated from his car with the
Jaws of Lifc and also taken 10
John Muir Hospital. Dionson, a
Congord resident, suffered a bro-
ken verigchroe, a broken clavigle,
back and rib pain. He was dis-
charged from the hospital on

Sun phats Sendra Aam Harmig

Monday.

The Moraga girl and the baby
escaped physically unscathed.

Earlier this month, another
young Morsga driver cagsed an
injury accident on Moraga Road
near Campolindo High School.

A 17-year-old female driver
crossed the double line and
crashed head-on with a south-
bound vehicle on Feb. 122




STOP!

BEFORE TOU OPEN
IS THIS DOOR

Sun phele,/David Rilwa

Fire Marshall Les Wandel .;md firefighter Mark Watson.
Safety open house
at Moraga fire station

By Rajiv Chandrasekaran
Stall bmm

Fire-safety tips, houschold
poison information, eguipment
demonsirations and children's
fingerprinting highlight the Mor-
gga Fire District’s open house
Samrday, Oct. 13 from 10 a.m. 1o
& p.m.

For the third year, 15 Moraga
firafighters will act as hosis o the
public as the main fire station on
Morags Way is opened 1o bath
young and old.

“We want 0 make people
aware of the dangers ol polsons
and cerain roofing materials as
well as other fire safety informa-
tion." said Freliohter Mok What-

waork, including the ladder truck
and ambulances.

Children can participate in an
“exil the house drill”™ that will
izach them how to react in case of
fire, said Watson.

Other ongoing exhibils in-
clode a mlking firefghter robot,
appearances by Smokey the Bear,
a poison contred display, a fire-
safe roofing video, blood pressure
checks and an animated Teddy
Ruxpin that talks about [fire
safely.

CPR class sign-ups will also
be open. The one-day classes ake
place every Saturday from 9 a.m.
o 5 p.m. and cost $25. Pantici-
pantseam aRed Cross CPR centi-




LL L

jrindiz and Lafayetie were so forunate!

So [ar, the Rescue One people have raised more than
544,000 from community service groups, businesses and
just plain appreciative Moraga citizens, 1o add needed
cquipment for the paramedics. Jerry says, “We believe
the Moraga Fire District is the only one in California
with such an active citizen foundation,

“The paramedics submit a *wish list" and we do our
best to fulfill it” (They're still wishing — call Jerry al
376-4939 il you want to know what for), There are ning
people on the Foundation's board of directors, one of
whaom is Dr. Ben Ho, ophthalmologist on’ the USS

ey, hospital ship now on its way home from the

rsian Gulf. When he gets home he'll find out he was

;mﬂm d, in absentia.
Sun columnist Harriet Ainswordh has lived in Orinda
for 40 years, 3-20-91
1 POLICE WATCH P - | . . Sun phote,/David Allen
e MORAGA FIRE DEPARTMENT paramedics teach first
Moraga mLmﬂC?H aid and CPR classes most Saturdays at the Moraga Fire De-
Man, 3 teens I[llel‘Ed Two 14-year-old girls were taken partment Headquarters, 1280 Moraga Way. Certification
in head-on collision to Kaiser Permanente Medical Cen- costs $25. In the ideal emergency medical system at least 50
e i R :l;riﬂ m%ﬂg ﬁ:gﬁ ptrtlﬁ:lt of the citizens E::nun be tﬂiﬂ:ﬂ in CPR and first aid
Three Ld-  Incts spo an ne s0 t treatment can be given in first 4 to 6 minutes,
mﬁ: mﬁ m ﬂmg mﬁ according to Bob Bratton, senior firefighter. Call 376-5454
collision evening on Mor- ry, he smd. for information and registration. Pictured are (from left)
aga Road north of Campolindo r}rm fire district declined to re-- Kent Consiklio, Chris Klein, Bob Bratton and Dennis
%ﬁﬂi i lease the names of the injured. Aquiline of the Moraga Fire Department.
center line on a M stretch of
police 5g1. Mark Rupenthal said.
The man suffered a broken ankle



GUEST COMMENT"

@eﬁonsohdanon
bad for Moraga

Consolidated Fire District plans 1o iake over and
reduce service o Momga and Orinda.

Moraga Fire District citizens depend on our fire

department paramedic-firefightor 1cam for rapid

1o fire and medical emergencies. This

help, which is not availsble through the county, has

become mwﬁﬂ'm

In the event of a serious earthquake or other disas-

ter, it is probable that, as an isolaed town, we will

be towlly dependent upon our local Maraga Fire
emergency leams.

Our residents do not want our fire department
swallowed up by the county’s bureaucracy in what
appears 10 be a power play by the management ol
the Contra Costa County Fire Distric. The Moraga
Fire District Commission has strongly opposed any
consolidation of our district, either by direct take-
over, or by a joint powers ngreement,

Consolidation

[E

What it would do is reduce our vitally nesded
services and transfer management of our fire de-
10 an outside entity, the Contra Costa
Fire District, which has absolutely no ex-
i of experience in managing a specialized
. mwmmmmmm
as ours.

THE MORAGA FIRE DISTRICT is well-

has a solid financial position, has mone
than 21 years of emergency medical service man-
agement experience and has total community sup-
port. Strongly organized citizens groups have, in
the past 21 years, taken the following actions;

*In 1968 resoundingly defeated an auempt (o
bring Moraga Fire District into Consolidated Fire

i

their support of these local programs and contin-
:ﬂ of the district’s fire prevention pro-

hﬂl“ﬁuhﬁhﬂﬂﬁhlhrﬁl
for the citizens of Moraga to indicate clearly to the
county administration staff and the supervisors their
.mumwwuum--

muﬂpﬂm Costa County Board of Su-

Gordon Naikan is the chairman of the Moraga
Fire District Board of Comemnissioners.




Fire chief backs off merger: ‘Il support status quo’
Moraga mobilizes to resist consolidation

By Paul W. Girard
Cort

ORINDA — A number of new
devolopmenis in the “fire district
consolidation war" seem o indicate
that the Board of Supervisors would
be pushing a rock uphill if it recom-
mends consolidation of the Orinda
and Momga Fire Departments with
the Contra Costa County Fire Dis-
et

The Board is schedoled w0 re-
ceive a report on the issuc al ils
March 3 meeting.

On Feb. 20, Supervisor Nancy
Fnhden released a letter dated Feb,
14 addressed 1o her by Contra Costa
County Fire Chiel William
Maxficld, in which the Tire chiel
siid, "The lock of mutual support
and willingness 1o consolidaie by
Orinda and Moraga does not estab-
lish a positive foundation for a suc-
cessful operation.”

Masfield's letter 10 Fahden, in
which he denics that he was the mo-
tivating force behind the consolida-
tion move, concludes, “Absent the
enthusiasm and willingness 1o con-
wlidaie the three agencies and, in-
deed, the eapression of major oppo-
sition by both the Orinda and Mor-
aga Fire District, 1 therefore support
their position (o remain statos guo.”

Manficld's Jewer to Fahden says,
] obviously am aware of the bene-
fits of consolidation and support
consolidation of mutually agrecable
agencies.” The commissioners of
both the Orinda Fire Protection Dis-
trict and the Morega Fire District
and the City Council of Orinda and
the Moraga Town Council oppase a
merger of the districis.

Board of Supervisors cleric Jean
Maglio said the supervisors had re-
ceived 600 letiers in opposition 1o
the consolidation as of 10:30 am,
Friday. She added, “There was one
lotter in the bunch that was ncither
for, or against. | gucss you'd have 10
say it was 600-1 in opposition.”

While o lettler-wriling campaign
was apparently undertaken by
Orinds and residents and

none
ings were willing 10 talk about spe-
cifics, One participant said, “There
are a lot of differences in the finan-
cinl plcture alone,”

One group that is remaining

steadfnstly neutral in the consolida-

tion issuo is the United Professional
Fire Fighters Local 1230, which rep-
resents 576 lirefighters in Contra
Costa County.

Mike Price, president of the un-
ion said, *This 13 o very emotional
and polincally charged issuc. We are
going to remuin neutral.”

Price said that the union has
been meeting with fireflighters from
all of the involved disincts so that
they would have a “clear under-
standing of the feelings of all of pur
membaers,”

On the other hund the Antioch-
based Contrn Costa Black Profes-
siontl Fire Firelighters Association
endorsed the consolidation issue in a
Jan, 17 letter signed by George
Smith, its president. The associntion
has no bargaining power with the
county, but i 4 fratemal alliance of
black firelighters.

A sampling of the letiers 1o the
Board of Supervisors indicates a
crass-socbon of the community sup-
ports local comtrol, The letters
ranged from mild 1o comments such
as "IT it's working dont fix it,” wril-
ten by Dons Gangier of Orinda. She
punctuaied her letior with the com-
ment, “Board of Supervisors ..
BUTT OUTI™

Rita and Igor Sobolev wrole a
two page letier 1 the Board of
Supervisors in which they suggest,
*The citizens of Orinda have signifi-
cant control over the amount of our
tax funds allocated 10 the prevention
and handling of fire and medical
emergencics and have some influ-
ence over how such funds will be
used.™ They allege under consolida-
thon that control would not be avail-
able locally.

Albert Heiner wrote, “The pres-
ent fire control arrunigements have
served Orinda well these many
years, Please don’t make the mistake
of exposing us 10 unnecessary risk.”

George Haynes, chairman of the
Mason-McDulfie Financial Corpo-
ration voiced opposition to the con-
solidation.

“As members of the Board of
Supervisors, | urge you to recall and

examing the recent higlory leading
1o the Inlmpmulmu[lhcm'-u'nn[

the City of Onnda”

Hngrm wrote. “This hisiory was
driven by a cver-growing and con-
tinuing desire and demand for indi-
vidual civic simonomy and ideniity,
We strongly resist any compromise
of our goals and objectives which
are focused on continuing and en-
hancing this monemy and our in-
creasingly strong sense of commuy-
nity,” he said,

By Karen Emanuel
Brall wrilor

MORAGA — They got it
sinried, taned themselves twice 1o
keep it and now are Nighling lo save
iL

Facing the possibility of losmg
their unigue paramedic emergency
service, Momagans have united.

Not unlike 20 years ago when

the service began, residents have RS

engaged in A Erass-rools campaugn §

against county cffons 1o consolidane
Moraga and Orinda fire districts
with those in the rest of the county.

Armed with leaflets urging
people o write county supervisors
opposing consolidation and resolu-
tion, Momgans worked in shifts m
local grocery stores last weekend.
The leaflets ask that people atend
the March 3 County Board of Super-
visors mecting.

Linda Borrelli, ouigoing execu-
tive director of the Chamber of
Commerce, stood outside near
Safeway carrying a sign reading
“Don’t fall for a con job.”

"Most already know about it,”
Bormelli said. "Some are surprised o
leamn there are two different agen-
cies, and that Moraga 18 under the
auspices of the County Board of
Supervisors.”

During his shifl outside Petrini's,
Skyles Runser snid he encountered
only ome hostile response when
man told him he fiad “read an anicle
that gave the other side.”

Campaigning is being omganized
by Citizens 1o Save Moraga Fire, a
residents” group appoinied by the
Moraga Fire Commissioners.

Council resolution

“Whal we're doing now 1% frymg
o get as many people as possible
wrile letiers 10 the county supervi-
sors opposing  consoliditing  the
Orindn and Moraga fire districts,”
said James Sweeny, o Wown council-
man and member of the residents®

group, ayi'w

The Momga Town m
passed a resolution strongly oppos-
ing consolidation for Moraga and
Orinda fire districts.

“We think there will be a dete-
noration or loss o our fire protec-
gram,” Sweeny said, “We started
many years ago. We crested this
public service with a ot of hard
work..it's somcthing people here
hold and treasure very dearly.”

Carol Porerlicld recalled that
one of the women who helped geu

Sign on Moraga Road spells our the town's position.

the service started once had 10 wail
nearly 2 1/2 hours for an ambulance,
and almaost died.

“That kind of triggered it The
Momaga Service League went 1o the
fire district to talk them into having
some kind of service.” Porterficld
saidl,

Moraga Fire Commissioner Gor-
don Nathan, a volunicer with ithe
distnict in 1970, 1ells the same stony.
“We were only doing hasic (irst aid,
Because of the isolation, it ook up
10 & half an hoor for an ambulance 10

Eet here — people were dying,” he

sand.

“The community came to the
lire depariment,” Mathan sabd, add-
ing the town donated $10,000 Tor the
first ambulance van.

Now approaching itx | 5th anni-
versary, there is a paramedic uniy sl
the Rheem Boulevard fire station
and an ambulznce reserve unit ot the
Moraga Way fire siation; enging
companies are @t both locations,

Dick Olsen, a past Moraga fire
commissioner of 12 years, noled the
expericnce of the present 26-mem.
ber fire depanment,

He smid the average length of
time with the district is 12 years
cach, with hall wained paramedics
and the other half tained at the

EMTI-A level, which is the highest
emergency (raining below & para-
medic,

A knowledgeable source of local
and county fire service information,
Olsen calls his involvement an “avo-
cation,” snd has served as president
of the Contra Costa County Fire
Commissioners Associstion and o
trustee for the International Associa-
tion of Fire Chiels.

“Since the advent of the para-
medic service, they have made
9000 emerpency medical runs, St-
tistically, with a population of
18,000, they have ouched the lives
of everyone in the community in
some way or another,” Olsen said.

Commitment to the fire, district
led Morngans (o vole against con-
solidation in 1970 and tax them-
selves twice, 1o fund the paramedic
service, Gordon said. Fire disirici
residents voted for a 25-cent tax in
1974, and replaced that in 1981 by
an owerwhelming B7 percent vole
for the “fireflow™ tax .

Threat to reserve fund

The tax, which is levied only in
times of need and hasn't been in-
voked for two years, is based on the
pmount of wiler msurance compa-
nies say is needed 1© put out'a fire in
o building. The maximum amounl
for & resident is between 570 and

580,

The curment reserve fund —
which woold most likely go o
county coffers if consolidation takes
place — will near §730,000 with
this year's interest, Nathan said.

Padt expenditures include:

« $342000 in 1987 w canh-
guake-proof the walls of both fire
siations W comply with siale stan-
dards,

+ 5236,500° in 1988-89 fiscal

year 1o purchase additional propesty
behind the Moraga Way station,
squaring off the property providing 4
land and a building for tmining and
community dem

* $55,000 in 1 0 purchase a
new ambulance rewrofit an
exigting um [ p

The district™s o re-

place another ambulance this year,
MNithan said,

“The attitude 1 hear from the
mhmisﬂuuyh‘t
want consolidation,” Mathan said,
“There’s a canng attitude of the fire
district stafl wward the community,
and | know it's reciprocated.”



Fire Chief Ed Lucas retires after 33 years in Moraga

B’f Karﬁma.nutl

5 A — Moraga Fire

Ed stepped down this

weck, winding up 33 years of scrv-

ice with the Moraga Fire Proleciion
District,

“I've loved the job — it's been a
way of life for 33 years,” Lucas said
last week at the Moraga Way fire
station, “1've seen the fire depart-
ment grow, and ['ve seen this arca
grow..."Il miss iL.”

Lucas, 55, is leaving the deparnt-
menl on disability retirrment be-
cause of stress-related heant trouble.
He underwent five by-pass opera-
tions last May and had been on leave

from the department mogt of the past
year.

Lucas staried im 1959 as onc of
the town's first firefighters n a
seven-member depaniment. He be-
came A caplain in 1965, assistant fire
gmlﬂlmmwmu

of the department from Don
Skinner in 1985,

Friends and coll~agues are in-
mﬂd ‘a0 dinner in Lucas’ honor
May 18. at the Soda Center a1 SL

Mary’s Colloge.

“T think the community owes
him thanks for watching out for
them 24 hours a day for all these
years,” said Gordon Nathan, a for-
mer volunieer firefighter who met
Lucas in the carly 1970s and now is
chairman of the Moraga Fire Protec-
tion District Board of Commission-
T3,

“He's a great guy — he really
cares shout the community and his
staff. He looks out quite well for
both, as is evident from the depan-
ment, and the way the community
supports it," Nathan said.

Assistant Chief John Cooper,
who has served as the acting chief|
will continue 10 do so until a re-
placement 35 found through the
county search process.

As for the town's unique emer-
gency services program, Lucas
praised Moraga residents and their
initial and continued support of the
fire district and emergency pam-
medic servicas. He noted that com-
métment was reinforced once again
losi month when the community
opposed a county proposal 10 merge

Moraga, Orinda and county fire dis-
tricis,

“If it weren't for the people, we
wouldn't be what we are oday,”
Lucas said. “In the "70s and again in
the '80s, the community over-
whelmingly approved spending
money for emergency services. And
it was the same election as Proposi-
tion 13.in one breath they were
asking for cuts, and in the other they
voted fo tax themselves for emer-
gency protection services.”

He described camaraderie as a
significant aspect of firefighting and
emergency services work, especially
in & job where people work around
the clock together.

"Fire service is a funny business,
and you have o love it 10 do it,”
Lucas said. “There's a Jot of time
spent logether..people gel along
well — they have 1o, they're 10-
gether so much — and Yoo get o
know people and their families,”

In 1959, the small School Street
fire department was part of the East-
wn Contra Costs Fire Protection

MBRAG S
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CHIEF

Hlnl'llu
qﬂtﬁﬂ responsible for a 216-
mmmmum
the hills behind Danville and
ﬁms“m There wene
homes in Moraga at the time.

“lt was a real inleresting time,"”
Lucas recalls. “Most of it was ranch
area and wild land area — we drove
Jeeps with water tanks,” he said, de-
scribing a large fire at Marsh Creek
that, although not hazardous, was so
big smoke from it was visible for
miles around.
trict took its name when San Ramon
acquired its own fire disurict in the
early 1960s and split with the east-

Lucas has vivid memories of the
Canyon fire that occurred in the
carly 1960s after a Shell gasoline
pipeline "We were in right
afier the explosion, and all of Can-
rnnmmﬂmhmmplmmﬂped
out the store and the post office,” he
said.

"It (the explosion) was sabotage,
and one worker was killed in the

‘I think the community
owes him rthanks for
watching out for them 24
hours a day for all these
years.! -

was injured, which was really amaz-

He said five county Sherifl™s
Department cars were bumed from
the heat, ‘and a sheriflf was blown
through a barbed wire focnce but not
injured.

Moraga had an onexpected role
in & threz-day fire on ML Diablo in
1979, Lucas said. Forestry air sup-

port was called o M. Diablo after a:

strike of lightning staned a fire at a
mohile home park at the base of the
TounLain.

Meanwhile, Moraga had a
fire on a nidge of Hunisacker -
yon, located betwesn St Mary's
College and Lafayetie, which had
also started becouse of lightning.
“They (the foresters) saw our fire —
which was really putting out smoke
— and pul it oul. They missed the
one on My Dishlo,” he said, adding
that Moraga firefighiers were sur-

Recent memorable incidents in-
clude an Orinda fire on Crest View
Drive, which Lucis supervised be-
cause Orinda’s chiel was not avail-
abie. He said fire was headed up the
street when they arrived; with cguip-
they saved 25 houses and lost five,
trict ook its name when San Ramon
acquired its own fire district in the
carly 1960s and split with the east-
em county department split.

As for the future, Licas said he
“has gome irons in the fire.” He has
plans o wavel with his wife, Carmole,
who works in the development de-
partment at St. Mary's College.

He alsn intends 10 spend time al
& cahin the family built at Bear Val-
ley in Alpine County. A cabin the
family built “for winter use..but we
fell in love with summer,” Locas
said it is often used by the Lucas’
two sons, daughier and four grand-
daughiars.

Asked il he has been mvolved in
the Alpine County community, he
said he served as a residents” board
member of the fire distnict

“If you're going Lo one of those
communities, you have 1o get in-
volved,” he said. "It all geis back o
loving your work."



The district h!il:ll;lll.'lilnf
$159,000, which was tken from
funds that have 1o be replaced. Part
of the shontfall stemmed from lower
state funding, Cooper said.

If approved, the tax would resuft
in a $40 wx on a 2,400-square-foot
structure, and a $57 t=x on a 5,000
square-fool structure. It would
$240,000 for the year, Cooper said.

Al the end of this year, the dis-

asks board for ﬁreﬂow

wict will have $735,000 in the re-
mhﬂ,&mﬂﬁ. During the

spend $520,000 of that money fora

pumper truck, ambulance and de-
partmenl operaling costs. It will
also need 1o replace the $159,000.
“It's unforumate that we find
ourselves in this situation,” Cooper
uﬁ%mﬂmdﬁmm

cul costs and maintain service, " he

said, adding that declining real es-

_‘r'u'fiv Cumo s

u 74 cent tax was collected ﬁ
1987 and 1988 w0
the two fire stations. x

o Sun
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consolidation
plan opposed

By Karen Emanuel
Sraft wt e
hh‘lglmdﬂnlhlir.nﬂ'mlﬂs

ors once, and
:haymwllm; mm&ulh:f
dnn':m

consolidation

tively scheduled for

This plan, called ull'mhnll
consolidation, is an aliemative 1o
merging the two fire protection serv-
ices into Contra Costa Fire District
Supervisors luned down the merger
last month in the face of strong op-
e, ey

$126,000 in annual operating ex-
penses. They said they would con-
tinue o look al ways 1o reduce
county spending.

In (he meantime, the consolida-
mﬁrnmmﬁﬁnmnhﬁll
Moraga fire chief on hold.




'Ihuu;wﬂlhpm; 18 at

the St. Mary's College Soda Center,
No-host cockeails  will be served
aL6.p.m. with dinner at 7 p.m.
Tickets are $25 per person, and
wmwwm

Fire consolidation
workshop in June

By ﬁ:hren Emanuel
T Apiiblic mecting on Orinda and

Moraga fire district consolidation
options will be held in June.
" ‘The meeting will be an open dis-

cussion of cost-culting options for  distri

the Moraga and Orinda fire districts,
and officials from both districts are
giving county administrators input
as to specific issues they would like
discossed, '

Contra Costa County Board of

L).forom that wﬁww
scheduled for May 19 was protested
brmlﬂhuuﬂhnmdn-

ﬂmﬁgbﬁehm

Fire Commissioners from both

districts are preparing agenda issues

for June in order 10 get county ad-
ministrators to answer some specific

The date conflicied with a Lam- |
orinda Traffic Study session.

fire swation. They want 1o know who
mﬂcﬂnhﬁimtmififmﬂ

WMM the
City Council to consider a resolution



MORAGA leaps forward! .

Firefighter paramedic service: a
community lifeline for 22 years

By Karen Emanuel
Statt wihar

Moraga Fire District paramedics have responded o

ﬂ?ﬂﬂ emergencies in 22 years.
S Il-l mmﬂ‘aﬂﬂﬂmﬂmm‘lﬁrﬂm
edigh service (either private or public), the program
-mailigdlie only one in the county in which paramedic
refighters provide emergency medical service.

Regen! discussion of fire district consolidation re-

- _'nﬁnnnunemufmmmﬂdunumkaq}m
C program as it is. Earlier this year county
supervigors considered merging Mornga's district with
the Orinda and/or county districts, and are now explor-
ing pomhimiu of combining leadership functions;
Moragans fear both would result in & reduction of firs
protection and paramedic services.

“Cur goal is 10 keep the fire district as it is and w0
mmmmmmmmmmW

gram," said Gerl Meyer, one of nine directors of Rescue
UmFomdm a non-profil organization that supports
tha paramedic program. “Moraga's firefighter paramed-
ics have ouched everybody's lives.”

Before 1970, residents relied on ambulance service
from outside Moraga and at times had to wait for up to
wo hours,

That year, led by the Motaga Service League, resi-
dents walked door-to-door and raised $10,000 o pur-
chase the ﬁrxlmhnhmm \

Jean ‘of Rescue One, clearly re-
members the mfmﬁumﬁ:unmwhmhﬂ
husband died.

"[tmk-mhtﬂniﬂmmahmmmm

arrive, and he was lucky because it (the ambulance)
hppu:dmbnml-ﬁmmmhﬂ"nhem
“At the hospital, 1 was told another three minutes and it
would have been too late.”

Today there is a paramedic unit at the Rheem Boule-
vard fire station and an ambulance reserve unit at the
Moraga Way fire station. Half of the fire district's 26

are wained paramedics; the other half are
tmined a1 the EMTI-A level, the highest emergency
training below a parmedic.

Community support staried the paramedic program
and has ensured its continuation. Although the county
funds the fire district, residents passed special tix initia=
tives in 1974 and 1980, guaraniceing the program's
funding.

Rescue One was formed in 1977 and is the only
organization of its type in the stse. 1t's managed by a
volunteer hoard of directors and collacts and distributes
annual contributions made to the paramedic program. In
its 14 years of operation, the foundation has collected
more than $65,000. There 15 currently a 517,000 reserve.

The foundation began with SLE00 from the lats
Marign Devin, a Moraga resident who donated the
money as a memorial fund for her husband, Ray Devin.

By 1978 the state had endorsed the group and four
individuals — Devin, then Fure Chiel Don Skinner, Don
Anderson and Yveue Nance — pulled the organization
together, Geri Meyer took over later that year for Devin,
who was fighting cancer.

“Mmon':nbjmmmmfnmtmgmdcmm
organization (o handle the contributions from businesses

See PARAMEDIC, Page 3

Fire Capt. Robert Goodyear checks the equipment in the
paramedic rescue trailer.

PARAMEDIC

From Page 2

and organizations,” Meyer sud.

She sucoeeded.

In years since, the foundation has pur-
chased state-of-the-art equipment for the
once a month to review the fire district's
“wish list” and the paramedic program’s
funding needs. There is currenily a $17,000

for CPR training, a “stair chair” used when a
streticher can't be carried on a stairway, video
equipment, cellular phones and rescue
cquipment.

Last September, the foundation spent
512,000 on a heavy rescue equipment trailer,

for use in a natural disaster involving a
structural or wench collapse, cave-in or an
accident where people might be trapped.
Trailer nquipm:-._nl includes jack hammers,
heavy duty cutting tools, shelving, lighting
and bcavydutymrhngs that can lift up 10 50

mmhm‘lbemuudmbuti!
available to the county in cese of a major
disaster.

Meyer gaid the foundation receives dona-
tions as memarials, and as gifts from indi-
viduals and groups. A $2,000 contribution
from Miramonte Gardens came in when the
residents decided not 1o exchange gifts at
Christmas, but donate money to the founda-
tion instead.

The Moraga women’s golf clubs donated
more than $800 last year, Meyer said.
Sanders Ranch homeowners donated a
“resusci-child” for CPR instruction after
WMM!CPRMWIEM

[




-
MORAGA FIREFIGHTER Steve Campisi, standing on a firefighting vehicle, checks out the tall grass on a Moraga hillside.

Tirmea/Sab Liksbn|

Fire crews brace for a long season

By Amy Snider
Siaft writer

Remember when Mount Diablo was [resh and
green? It was way back when, two weeks ngo, along
wirlighe grass along the freeways, and in gardens and
par

Thnt was then. This is fire season.

“Over the past few weeks, you could almost see
the hills turn brown before your eyes,” said Robert L
Davis, supervising fire inspector for Contra Costa
County Fire Protection District,

Fire season was declared open May 9 for the Con-

Maniposa fira brought under contral. 11A

tra Costa' fire district.

The California Department of Farestry will open
fire season June | for a region comprising all of Con-
tra Costa and Alameda counties, a spokesman said.

But whenever the official date may be, fire agen-
cies are ready for a season that they say has started
full-force and will only become worse,

Central County fire companies gol & sneak preview
Inst weelk of things that might come when n fire raced
across 12 acres of grassy, wooded hillside in the Rud-
gear Road aren of Walnut Creek.

The blaze, actually two separate biazes (otaling al-
most 13 acres, is being investigated as arson. It
threatened several homes hefore it was extingub

“Ii's going to be an interesting year,” said Chief
Joe Rubini of the East Bay Regional Park Fire Dis-
trict, who knows of several other small grass fires in
Contra Costa and Alameda counties so far.

Please saa FIRE. back page

[ ]
Fire
FROM PAGE 1A

"The grass is thicker than ifs
been in five years." Rubini said.
"Five to 6 feel in some places. Start-
ing late August, affer you've had an
entire summer for everything to dry
oul really nicely. .. The long-range
forecast is supposed to be o little

uJav

bousting personnel and eguipment
at fire stafions

Contra Costa Fire, lor example,
will add 15 firefighters and three
pieces of equipment.

And while they wait for the fires
that they know will come, fire-
fighters have been busy surveying
lands and trying to prevent as many
of the blazes as they can,

From Moraga to the parks, fire

nffirinle have wgan clnarng wnarle

em JJeunseal pue 11!3[,1 E 1131.'.] M‘H.ll_l'i'"h‘l]
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Fire
FROM PAGE 1A

“The grass is thicker than it's
been in five yvears, Rubini said,
"Five 10 6 feet in some places, Start-
ing late August, after vou've had an
entire suminer for everything to dry
out really nicely. ... The long-range
forecast is supposed fo be a little
warmer this summer. Does that
paint & picture for

This yeir, smclgu are shnwfng
grasses gre drier than they have
been in seven years, said Steve Bar-
rett, a fire captain for the CDF in
Sunol.

“The first thing that dries out are
thr: m;m.“ he said “Then the

“usually bu
trolled blazes; hw.num thg vesmu-
tian is still green and moist.

As summer more and
more fires will occur, Last year
alone, Contra Costa fire responded
mﬁ:ﬁ grass and brush fires, Davis
54

“Muost of them are accidental.”
he said: "A lot of them ame negli-
gence: kids plaving with matches,
with fireworks. Roadsides are a par-
ticular problem, wﬂh backfire ‘and
that kind: of thi

Mast of the res also are con-
trolled with & single-engine re-
sponse, he said

Nonetheless, fire séason means

hoosting personnsl and equipment
al fire stations,

Contra: Costa Fire. for example,
will add 15 firefighters and three
pieces of eguipment.

And while they wait for the fires
that they know will come, fire-
fighters been busy surveying
lands and trying to prevent as many
of the blazes as they can.

From Moraga to the parks, fire
officials have been clearing weeds
and grasses, creating firebreaks and
frying to warn peopie aboul abite-
ment, They even huve employed
thousands of goals and cattle to nib-
ble grass down to more benign nubs
in some parks and felds, Rubini
sald.

And because prevention can only
mke:hemml’urinfnsemn.fm
fighters from Alameda ln:l Cantra

officials 4l said they be-
Ihﬂnﬂﬂﬂﬂw'ﬂﬂmmeﬂm
seison more serously this year, in
mnwlkﬂnfthnﬂnklmdhﬂlsﬁrem
October.

“We are hoping those fires
raised awnreness,” said Les Wandel
, fire marshal for the Moraga fire
department.

Unfortunately, this year might
wilke up more people if they hap-
pen {o become victims, officials
said.

"It could be a particularly disas-
trous fire season,’" Barrett said.
“We're hoping it won't be, But
we're preparing for the worst.”



Senior Moraga firefighter/paramedics Darrell Lee and Bob Bratton demonstrate two-person CPR

techniques on Resuscitation Annie, a rubber mannequin.

Lifesaving classes are turning
Moragans into everyday heroes

By Karen Emanuel
Staff witiar

MORAGA — Residents here
are eaming kudos from fire depart-
ment paramedics for their lifesaving
aptitude.

Moragans have provided rescue
assistance 1o others in distress three
times in the last 30 days, officials
say.

F!n onc emergency, the rescue
gkills had been learncd only three
hours before in Moraga Fire Depart-
ment CPR and basic first aid classes.

“It’s something everyone should
know, and our poal is to teach as
many people CPR as possible,” says
paramedic Capt. Chris Klein.

“It's important (o take refresher
classes. Most people don’t use the
skills during the year, and practice
on the mannequins,” Klein says.

“Even when CPR is perdormed
perfectly, it's only 25 percent as effi-
cient as a heartheat,”

When a Campolindo High
School student broke his leg in a
compound fracture during a school
baseball game April 30, his coach —
who had recently completed a first
aid class — did all the right things
while paramedics were enroute,

Klein says.

“He stopped the bleeding, im-
mobilized the break and made him
comfortable — all the things he had
leamed class,” Klein says.

When a woman rushed into ber
Hacienda office May 6 and said a
man was having a heart attack, Patsy
Rankin knew exactly what 1o do,

That very moming, she had
completed a two-session CPR and
basic first aid class with all Moraga
town staff members,

Rankin called 911 and checked
on the man, who was silling in a
chair.

“He was hyperventilating, and 1
was able to calm him and help him
breathe more easily,” Rankin said.

“l asked him whether he was
Laking any medication and gave that
information to fire depariment para-
medics.”

Paramedics transporied the man
lo 2 hospital, and he has since been
released,

Rankin says she was glad for the
training, and that it's something eve-
rybody should know.

“I feel confident 1 could have
done CPR il needed, even though

the pamamedits were hare immidi-
aely.”

Friday, when & man collapsed
while walking on School Strect néar
Safeway, o female jogger was lhe
first to his side.

“She tilted his head 10 open his
airway and made fure he was breath-
ing,"” says Darrell Lee, a senior fire-
fighter/puramedic.

Lee didn't get o wlk to the
woman after the ingident, but com-
mended her for her quick thinking.

The man, who has a history of
heart trouble, was teated and re-
leased from John Muir Hospital, Lee
s0ys.

Fire district CPR and [irst aid
classes are offered every Saturday
throughout the school year  uniil
Jung 27. Classes are taught by re-
guest duning the sammer,

The cost is $25 per person,
which includes instroction material,

Klein zays CPR swodems shoold
be at leasi13 because of the physical
skills required. Classés for eniors
that teach hdw 1o trest choking vic-
tims and mouth-10-mouth résuscita-
tian are available for $5,

For more information, call 376-
5454,
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SUNBEAMS
By Harriet Ainsworth

Doug Hastings stayed out of this discussion, His
immmunglhnhm;: steam trains ot the Golden

Steam Association tracks at the station in
EPMHMWWNHﬂmdmmme
usiasts offer visitors free rides on their scale-model,

working “toys,” every Sunday aftemoon; takes them all
morning to gel the steam built up! Ahwhooey, Ah-
whoo-ceee.

¥ ik

“FIREMAN, SAVE MY CHILD": “Only Ed
Lucas could get this many people together,” said
Jerry Meyer as she looked about the banquet room at
St. Mary's College Soda Center. Jerry and Jeanne
Kirsch and Carol Porterfield are leaders of Rescue
Unnmmnwhhmmﬂmﬁmmpﬂym
services for Moragans,

Fireman Lucas, born in Orinda and married 10/ Car-
ole in 56, joined the Moraga Fire Service three years
Inter, as-one of seven fireflighters. He became chief in
1986 when Don Skinner retired; now Don was M.C.
of Ed's retirement dinner. Fimuﬂidhlsm:lumgnm
were front and center for the event, including Moraga's
Acting Fire Chiefl John Cooper, Orinda Fire Chiel
Dave Evans; Orinda's Walt Luihn, president of the
Contra Costa Fire Chiel’s Association; Capt. Chris
Klein, young Moraga firefightet/paramedic, and setired
Capt. John Hulf who joined the Moraga department
when it had just three firefighters and lots of volunteers,

The Lucases may have to add a room for all the
plagues presented from prominent politicos — but,
“Moraga has not one loss of life due 1o a fire in 35
years,” Ed cited proudly.

“And Ilwgmim be a fireman®s son, growing up
in Moraga,” said the Lucas’ son Steve, a graduale of
Harvard School of Law.

L L]

POINT OF VIEW: Anent Anne Cole’s com-
ment that “the bulk of swimwear customers are between
age 18 and 40; they buy five suits a year; whereas the
over-40’s buy one suit every [ive years.” Rita Rudner
explains this in hwmxtmlhc:tmnﬂfml}fs due out
next month. “Women,” she says, “look forward to
ﬂmprpu'lg for a bathing suit with much the same antici-
pation that baby seals look forward to clubbing season.”

Sun columnizt Harriet Ainsworth lives in Orinda.



FIRE : Another concern is the county Bans also await the siart of

Ty - ; m':i?ﬁﬂdﬂﬂrpdistrictmm}. mﬁmhnﬂ{gm w0 nﬂmmc
- 5 =i been paid to the sugmenta-  position has been temporaril Illla;
rom Page 1 s lﬁm@‘ﬂwr the last five years, by Cooper for more lhmaytj:n- .
1968 bond that was paid offin 1988, the fund por . 15 06N paid i0t0 e county. personnel direetor s

has an estimated valued of $2.9 mi. .‘;'."fi,,ﬂ“;j“ has not been retumed o nor yet been authorized 1o begin a
scarch for a replacement.

er fire season without a permanent chiet

1 city officials are playing calen-
as are heading into a second lire
nent fire chief.

Ed Lucas retired in March after
year. Although acting chief John
iplary job filling Lucas' place, the
1 chief is long overdue.

mn't happen as long as the spectre
1z the Moraga Fire District with
dated districts continues to linger.

[ consolidation is being touted as
|, which would combine manage-
affecting line firefighting posi-

| sides say they're waiting for an
ween representativesof thecounty
vlorage and Orinda councils and
districts.

0 be able to arrive al a mutoally
ieeting, and until the groups meet,
ef is in limbo.

t Mancy Fahden, an ardent oppo-
nof Lamorinda fire services, says
§ may be ted to her ppcoming
ril. Fahden and Supervisor Robert
idation opponent, will be leaving

b

[ans are waiting for Fahden's de-
aioconiend with the thousands of
ers who wrote letters earlier this
Jsition o any merge. Nothing has
why not put the issue to rest and
chizl?

tissioner Bill Gross says Orindans
tep an eye on what goes on in
irts of south Crinda are served by
1, he notes. by the absence of a chicef. fighting the flames. The lack of a permanent chief means
& overlap, fires don't stop at city Tt gives the impression that iny Momga's problems  the lack of an additional firefighter duning times of emer-
£ Moragacanall tooquicklyaffect  aren’t worthy of speedy resolution, gency.

irinda. ' The delay could also have more serious effects. It's time those in charge get moving on this issue,
¥ could sap the morale of Moraga The fire district’s sdministrators don't sit in their Fires have a schedule of their own, and are impervious (o
villingly filled in the gapscreated  office when a fire breaks out - they ore ouat'on the lines,  the delays and frustration of burcaucracy.




Statewide budget crisis sets off no alarms in Moraga

s

MORAGA — Between its sub-
reserves and money
raised by & voter- tax, the

wr‘im?m:m n District will
out the state and county budget
mmﬂivé]ymﬁ:ﬂhed.

L This dl.'ll:l.ﬂct has prepared for

the future,” said Gordon Nathan,

of the Moraga Fire Pro-

ction District board. “I don't know

if anyone’s in better shape than we
are. We've led the way.”

n said, the district will

tq% ar example, it was

“to replace a 20-year-ld

t, but will delay that

é fa.a (22

Still,
make

LC Times

~ “We're not merrily saiting a!:lrﬁ
while everyone else suffers
Nathan

While ‘Moraga s attempting to
reduce lis $3 million budget by
$867,000, as requested by the coun-
ty, it plans to use its $T50,000 cash
reserves and 1o levy iis voler.ap-
proved fire-flow tax to make up that
amourt, The tax was approved in
1980, and the fire commission has
discretion fo. levy it whenever it
thinks the district needs the money.

Ironically, the budget crisis on
the state and county levels has
quieted falk of a possible money-
saving merger of the separate fire
districts that serve Moraga and
Orinda. At most, the county would
save $200,000 a year and, Nathan
satd, that's not encugh 10 attract the
supervisors’ attention in the face of
inevitable community culrage.

In March, residents of Orinda

and Moraga successfully fought the
Board of Supervisors’ efors (o ex-

€ This district has prepared for the future. 1
don't know if anyone’s in better shape than we
are. We've led the way. 3

— Gordon Nathan, chairman, Moraga Fire Protection District board

tend the Contra Costa Consolidated
Fire District into their communities.
Even though the sapervisors' also
voted ngdainst merging the two dis-
tricts, critics were aware that the
idea was not dead and were not sur-
prised when the supervisors raised
it again in late April.

County sdministrators met with

the two fire chiefs and the city man-

agers two weeks ago, but did not set
up any more meetings or sel o lime-
tuble for more discussions. The bud-
get situation was to0 unstable, said

Terry MeGraw of the County Ad-
ministrator’s Office.

“We see possibilities to improve
operations and save money,’

McGraw said. “It's not that the dis-

tricts are inefficlent, but there is a
possibility of combining the man-
;Iﬁ'r?ent- structure and sharing

The fime might be right for that
move. M is without a perma-
nent fire . singe Bd Lucas re-
tired in Mm:h because of a heart
condition And Orinda Fire Chiel

David Evans is a self-

duck, since he had ned to mm:
in March but wi his request
during the furor overthe possible
consolidation or merger late last

winter.

“As far as I'm concerned, 8 true
merger and & ‘functional consolida-

tion' are the same,” $aid Moraga
Mayor Sue Noe, who is & mem-
ber of the Fire District
Commission. 1 just ‘t under-
stand why it's a . I dom't

lmuwwhntﬁ'le ‘hope 1o

qentﬂfthﬂmﬂ

Fn‘e District

Moraga is the only district in the
county with its own paramedic ser-
vices. The town initiated its para.
medic because it is isolat-
ed. Residents felt that it would take
too long for emergency medical ser-
vices fo reach them,

MNoe said the Moraga district,
with its reserve fund and its fire-
flow tax capability, has tangible evi-
dence of communify support. She
said that it is that Orinda
also could generate that level 0!'

suppaort. but that it is “unproven.”

“We have to wait it out” Noe
said. “'The budget overshadows any
and all other issues.”




threaten
fire di ;tr

By Karen Emanuel
Samf! writar

Dﬁﬂmmﬁmmmm
are facing a new threat as county
leaders struggle for ways 10 absorb
the impact of the state fiscal crisis.

The two districts have been
asked 1o trim 30 percent from their
1992-93 operating budgets, as have
all county departments. Revised pro-
posals must be submitted o the
coumty June 26,

The districts may also lose the
special district augmentation fund-
ing from property tax money allo-
cated by the county, which would
reduce districts’ proposed budgets
by 55 percent.

Drastic budget cuis for Orinda
and Moraga fire districis would re-
sult in service reductions, possible
fire siation closures and layofls, and
might make some form of consoli-
dation more altractive, fire officials
say.

“If there are 30 percent cuts,
consolidation might ook like an al-
tornative,” Orinda Assistant  Fire
Chief Walter Luihn said. “Obvi-
ously, we don't want o consolidate
and want to remain as we are, We'll
explore options and look at what's
best for the communities.”

The requested budget cuts would
reduce Orinda’s proposed $3.8 mil-
lion operating bodget by $1.58 mil-
lion. Loss of avgmentation fond
revenue would reduce the budget by
$1.9 million.

Moraga is facing a budget reduc-
tion target of $967,000, and would
have W cut as much as §1.8 million
if the special district funding s lost,
acting Moraga Fire Chief John Coo-
per said,

“OF all the districts in the county,
we are better off than most.. but

T

State fiscal woes

icts face

there will be some changes in sery-
imlnuh'ﬁdﬂnwa citing the
voter-approved fireflow tax and the
district’s $750,000 in reserves.

“We could weather this year, but
I can't say what will happen for the
future,” he said.

Ome possibility i to increase the
fire flow tax, which was recently re-
insiated for next year at a raie of 3
cenis per gallon. District fire com-
missioners, who have the autharity
in setting the rate, could raise the tax
a¢ high as 6 cents per gallon.

“The rate for this year is already
mu!.muwwmwﬂ
to the maximum,” Cooper said.

Moraga Fire District Commis-
sioners will hold a meeting at 7:30
p.m. Monday to discuss budget cot-

City managers and *fire chiefs
from Orinda and Moraga last week
met with county administrators 10
devise an agenda for a public meéi-
ing (o determine futore operation of
the districis.
scheduled for May, and was 10 dis-
cuss allernatives 1o merging the two
districts as proposed by the county
carlier this year, The agenda may

change significantly depending on

the funding reduction.

The latest financial threat comes

at a time when city and fire district
officials await answers from the
county on proposed consolidation of
merging.

One unanswered question i
what impact mﬂm woul
have on ownership distric
mmmmmw
fire station, purchased through

See FIRE, Pag







Thanks, Nancy '&-ﬂ?& Cpadon

There are many of us in Mormga who have worked
with Supervisor Nancy Fahden through the years and feel
the meed to express our gratitude for & job well done,
Indeed, we are an incorporated town now and depend less
and less on Couty input, which is good of course. On the
other hand, we have always known she'd be there for us if
we needed her. Well, we have needed her,

She has talked garbage and dumps for years, even
though we really didn 't want to listen anymore. Well, she
was right. We did run out of dumps, and she has stood up
to the heat in solving the problems,

When the latest Fire Consolidation issue mised its
ugly head, who did we call? You bet — Nancy! She and
Supervisor Schroder brought the County Administrator
right into our own backyard for a most informative meet-
ing at the Hocienda de Tas Flores. She fought long and hard

it the Martinez meetings to keep our fire District status
quo(asamauerof fact, itwasmore like atigressdefending

her cubs! Henow too, that she will keep lighting forus right
up 1o November.

b—18-93 oy By .

Moraga L
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MARTINEZ — While state legislators.
don't wanl to raise taxes, Euﬁ Cﬁiﬂmmﬂrrz
may be asked to approve a passel of new taxes to
uﬂﬁﬂﬂhhwrﬂiﬁm local treasuries.
many as six new taxes may be competing
f;r mthun thh:n:;uuﬁyfx_ﬂmmibﬂ baliot, in-
uding three districts; a countywide
parcel tax for police and social sﬁrﬁhﬁm'gnﬁu
sessment for police and recreation in Kensington
and & utility tax advisory measure in Lafayette.
Contra Costa supervisors will decide Tuesday
which measures to allow on the ballot.
_“The state keeps saying, “We're not going to
:g&mmur taxes' but we are paying," said
rinda Assistant Fire Chief Walter Luihn. “The
community has always supported us in the past.

Mnm?ia’a acting fire chief
says higher laxes are
neaded o replace the

cartaln loss of funding from
the state

...'but we're talking a lot of money here, and
we're lalking times when people are very angry
at government. It's really hard to say how the

:?mmunily 15 going to react™ to new tax propos-
5

The inability of the Legisiature and Gov. Pete

Wilson to approve a budget has created a special
dilemma for Contra Coslﬁl“ﬁm districts. '

There’s no doubt that state officials plan to
seize a portion of ABE and Special District Aug-
mentation Funds, pools of state money that now
supply more than half the budget of local fire dis:
tricts. The uncertainty lies in how much money
the state will take, and when. Local agencies
must submit tax proposals to the Board of Super-
visors by Tuesday to qualify for the November
ballot — even though they don't know how much
maney they will need |

And there ligs the dilemma.

If the districts miscaleulate how much they
need, there's no way to modify & measure once
it's submitted. If the measuré makes the Novem-

Tax

FROM PAGEaA = -

ber ballot bul is accompanied by too
many ofher tax measures, the
chances of voter approval are slim
W a measure misses the November
ballot, a special election could cost
the county 2100000 to 500,000,

And if fire districts don't find
money to replace what the state
takes, they abandon fire sta-
tions, lay off firefighters, or close
down altogether,

“It's ugly, and it just isn’t going
to get any preftier,” siid Kensington
percent o ensington Fire Pro-
tection District’s budget comes from
threatened state funds, and a signif-
icant money grab by the state could
close the little district down, Treese
smid

"We -im-l'il rally going to close
the doars if H%'Fagﬂ a special
tax inittative on the ballot,” he said,

The district has one station, 14 fire-

fighters including Treese, and a sec:
retary. If the district closes, the re-

~ sponsibility for fire protection will

go to the county, Treese said.
Voters likely to douse plans

Kensipgion fire commissioners
plan to ask area homeowners to
boost their ourrent el fire
tax from $83 to $400 per year, Be-
vause Kensington has been an inde-
pendent district since 192R, the

ers will approve the fire district
measiire because the Kensington
Community Services District, which
needs money for police and recrea-
tion services, plans to put its own
$400 parcel tax on the same ballot.
“l have to put myself in (the
homeowners') place,” sald Treese.
“If they came to me and said they
wanted $800 more in property tax-
es, | don't know if 1 could do it."
Moraga Fire Protection District
officials plan to ask district res
dents to approve a hi “Hire

-
ﬂmdmm‘maa the volume of water

larger buildings prnggﬂtﬁﬂmﬁi
more. Area residents have already
approved a 6-cent fire flow tax that
foot bome sbout 880 4 year. Fe

I t $B0 a vear. .
fictals way B3kt W'BoGAE the tax as
‘high as 20 cents, about $260 for a

-2, 400-square-foot home

will ook s vaed Morag acite
; e, said Moraga

Fire Chief John Cooper. “But we
are anticipating that all of our aug-
mentation funds will be gone next
{i.sn.‘lhml'- and we naedhn Ture
n place (o prevenl 4 loss =8

5 pIEven N pe

History may be kind to Moraga
Moraga officials hope voters will

approve their measure, because the

area has a history of strong su
for firefighters. Nearly Bq:pemm

~ ¥oters approved the current fax in

 Orinda fire officials will ask resi-
dents to approve a sliding-scale fire

; fax ranging from zero (o 40

flow" tax to make up for'state cuts. cents, said Luihn. IF the tax s ap-

The “fire flow" refers to a formula

proved in concept by voters; the dis-

Pleass see TAX, back paos

E
trict will go back 1o the

after the election and ask

to set the rate.
£2.2 million: in state funds a
budget of $3.8 million, Luihn said.
hree of 13 county fire dis-
attempt November ballot
meagugﬁl but many could h&dﬂ;:
Tate state: budget cuts. San Ra-
mon Fire Chief Mel Deardorff said
his district doesn’t want to consider
taxes uniil it knows what the stare
will der.
“I'm uncomfortable going to the
publi¢ and asking for & blank
check,” he said. "But if this (money

£rab) goes through, you're going fo
see the biggest flap across the state
you've ever seen in your life. We
‘will have 1o close fire stations. We
can't pperate on a deficit,"

John . Wolfe Jr., executive vice-

ofe

‘mento,” - ¢

“-Blul-_l fueithnr if Hﬂpdnwm to
raise tuxes; the ballot is the appro-
prinle way to ask.” he said,

i’ire officials ask
higher taxes to fill budget gaps

Oor nNnew or

By Karen Emanuel : was approved by Orindans. -
Statt writer I SIDE 4/5"/7} Revenue ¢ would re-
Orinda and Moraga voters will D NSID place an anticipated 55 percent loss
likely be asked to approve a new tac in county funding, allowing the fire
that officials say is needed to guap- Orinda resident Henry Saar, in a two- districts (o maintain their current
antee paramedic and firclighting £art opinion piece, asks whera the  levels of service and staffing.
services. city's firefighting money goes and “The tax would go into effect for
" The county Board of whetheritcould be put to better use. fiscal year 1992-93, It could mise
Supervisors was expected yesterday §2.2 million: foxr Orinda and. $1.9
to placing a fireflow tax on —Poge8 million for Moraga, the same
The fircflow tax would be based gallon. lost in special district angmentation
orl Now much water a particular raga resies already pay o b, |
- house would need in the event of a nis-per-gallon tax, but .
it would be the first time soch a 1ax See FIRE TAX, Page 2

%

*’i fire. The maximum e would be 30



FIRE TAX

From Page 1

The tax rate is based on a for-
of-

cent tax rate would result in a $400
Lxonal foot structure,
Owners of a 5,000-square-foot
building would pay $570.

The Orinda distrit this mr

trimmed $478,000 from a this year’s
$3.86 million budget, and will re-
ceive $162000 from county re-

The Moraga district this year cut
$478.000 from a $3.22° million
budget, and will receive $162,000 in
county reserves,

The district would suffer a $1.9
million shortfall if county funding is
lost, acting Chief John Cooper said.

Correction

Due to a reparter's emor, an article
on a July 21 Gateway Valley public
hearing incomectly stated the number
' of vehicle trips 1o be generated by
Gateway Valley dm-.lomt. The

it misrmlyar e

"We have requested that the
maximum rate be increased to 30
cents,” Cooper said. “We think it's
absolutely critical 1o prevent sigtion
closures and personnel layolls.”

The ballot measure would re-
qui:umu-thhﬂxwmmln
both districts, fire commissioners
would determine annually if the tax
would go into effect and what the

quake-proofing the walls of both fire
stations, additional property behind
the Moraga Way station for training
and equipment. The tax has also
boosted the district’s reserves,

The Orinda and Moraga propos-
als come at a time when county
supérvisors-are considering consoli-
dating five county fire districts into
one regional agency, a move that

GATEWAY

From Page 1

mwtbenppoﬂngugumm
Knebel was the only council

would combine administration and
overhead costs by $1.4 million, t:~
cording to county reparts.

Fire officials hope taxes such as
Moraga's and the one proposed in
Crrinda will provide revenue, as well
‘a5 thwart consolidation efforts.

“I'm sure other districts will be
considering taxes,” Cooper said.

Assistant Orinda fire chicf Wal-

‘ter Luihn said fire chiefs and county

sdministrators are working on sev-
eral different integration models 1w
“streamline fire services but still
keep the districts separate,”

In & separate action, county ad-
ministrators were to decide yester-
day whether 1o place a $20 courity-
witde parcel tx on the Nov. 3 bal-
lot. The propeny tax would provide
56 million in revenge o f{und
COounty services.

Luihn said there is a possibility
the parcel tax, which would also
reguire a two-thirds county vole for
appraval, may confuse the t'amm
proposals.

—

sister cities, and we should | ve
waited for the completion o I.Ila

aiud)rhdmuhngmr:%

m Ctl'.ll'm‘nm wwmhﬂ
Transponation is also waiting for
results of the tmaffic study. -

Calrans agreed earlier this yéar
mw:itmti]mplubnunhﬂﬁr

e e
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Fall ballot resembles tax smorgasbord

By Maria Gaura
Bl wiiter

MARTINEZ — As many as eight tax pro-
posals will appear on the November ballot,
setting up a competition among libraries,
police, fire districts and parks.

County supervisors agreed Tuesday
place five tax proposals on the bailﬂt. in
cluding parcel taxes in Kensingion and
Crockett to support libraries, fire
taxes in Maraga and Orinda and & $20
countywide parcel tax for police, libraries
and social services.

Lofayette voters will decide on a 4 per
cent utility tax 1o replenish the city's general

Wednesday, August 5, 1992

fund, and. n residents may face a
$400 parcel tax for fire protection and &
5400 tax for police and paris.

The flurry of last-minute {6 measures
reflect fears that curtailed state funding will
wipe out local services,

Becausé the sheer number of proposals
reduces the odds of any one being ap-

proved, county supervisors say they will re-

whether or not the public wants to have
these services restored.”

The supervisors will attempt to round up
support for the $20 parcel tax befare their
meeting Monday, ‘at which they wll place it
on the ballot as is, change it or withdraw i,
That meeting will be three days after the of-
ficial deadline to have ballol measures sub:
mitted, but County Counsel Victor Westman

maove their parcel tax from the ballot next  said he doubted the delay would make the

weelc if "clear declarations of support” are.
not heard, said board Chairwoman Sunne

MePeak.
“1 support the notion of giving the vaters
a choice,” sald McPeak, “The question is

measure invalid.

The measure would levy a $20 annual fee
on every home in the county: $100 on most
stores, restaorants and offices, and $200 on

shopping centers, industrial parks and in-

46 cents plus tax

dustry. The tax would raise $6.7 million to
be spent.on the county crime fab, 011 dis-
patchers; prosecutors, gang crimi sup
siun, libraries, drug diversion and social-ser-
vice agencies. The measure may carry a
four-year sunset clause.

The supervisors allowed a Kensington
group o place a 5100 parcel tax on the hal-
liot t0 support area libranes. Kensington vot-
ers may have measures for four rate
taxes on their bullots. sesking o unﬁ.nf
SH20 per household, per year in e.
Since every one of the taxes TEHUITes 8

Fleasze see TAXES, back page



Taxes
FROM PAGE 1A
thirds vote for approval, observers

zay chiances of passage are exiremi-
lv skim,

The Crockett Impravement Asse-
ciation was granted a ballol men-

sure askingaren residents for a $37-

ear parcel tax to prevent culs
in Ij;r'm- hours, which are alteady
miinimal.

Moraga and Orinda residents
will vote on sliding-scale fire protec-
tion levies that could cost the aver-
age homeowner $260 per year. The
maximum amount of the p
taxes would mssure hre district
funding at current levels even if the
state withdraws all of its support.
Fire officiale say'the levies will
probably be less than the maximunm,

As crowded a5 the ballat looks,
things could have been much worse,
according 1o Eupmi'isur Tom Tor-
lakson of Anﬁﬁqlt emergency
meetin -_n;.jnf on and East
uu:u off the ballot, he

_ﬁﬁfllﬂhairel'mnnﬂmmw

- | v 'MHH*THE!HHI{EHH
Cmmmﬁreﬁlﬂh'immnﬂfndng
different threats to their budgets.

[ | PROPOSED TAXES |

Crockett, 537 pargel tax for |-
fwarias

Kensington, $100 parcel tax for
lbraries -

Kensington, 5400 paroel tax for
fire protaction

Kensington, $100 parcal tax for
police grd parks y
Lafayette, 4% Ltilily tax lor genar-
al fund

Moraga, $260 (svg) parcel tax
far fire protaclion

Orinda, 5260 (avg ) parcel lax lor
firg protection

Countywide, 520 (residential)
parce tax for police, Ibranes; so-
cinl sErvices

They wanted the option to put
something on the ballot .. we were
looking at additional taxes. But be-

weﬂm:rﬁqﬁiﬂ

this year .

- chiefs of the uﬂﬂm
Island, East Diablo and Rlsmnmw
fire protection districts decided in-
stead to wait for t fron '_Sn;

ento: =ay ! ‘1o ab-
smhtheﬂm , join
to lower their ool il
for a special election
when they know how mﬂﬂl ﬁmna:f
they'll need.

Parcel Tax on Ballot
Iin Contra Costa

Funds snuglﬂ for law enforcement, libraries

S &

By Erin Hallissy

Z-5-93-

mmmm

The Contra Costa County
Board of Supervisors voted re-
luetantly yesterday to place a

that the number of tax measures,
which all need a two-thirds majori
ty to pass, would overwhelm vot-

m&h the ﬂmmherﬂmhlllut ore.
Era entinl “If we get so many of these on
parcel fax should he levied tore- ype baum.gthe puh?l:yhjmtanms
store budget cuts in criminal jus- ’_m rewolt " Schroder warned.
tice programs and county librar- Eoingto lose the whole ball
iu&mm bers said ﬂwm“
mem

they might remove the messare tax also may m&;m
igmthnhai[u‘théltmﬂiﬁgdﬂmﬂ& districts, which commonly have
ceive “overw therm as a lsst-diteh financing
from the 18 citles (n thecﬁu’ﬂwhﬁ '-m o
Tuesday, ;

The parcel tax, which ‘would
nwﬂfww najor ﬁ}n& being.
H‘W Aikon youl tufmqﬂ‘ﬂm il justice
ment for a variety of g

El mﬂliﬁni&libnﬂehmmthtaiﬁ
_ ‘gervices and $2.7 million e

Thasuparm-s. i -

p[m:a on ma.hﬂn; Fhml

i‘!ma:minz IM taxes In ﬂrm#tt
and Kensington to keep libraries
open. The taxes would range from
$37 a year for the Crockett librar-
ies to §370 & year for the Orinda
Fire Department.

mough the vote on the $20
Pmﬂ N3 TEORO Wb BAnE
Mh!utinnnnﬂ ﬂ&ﬂtﬁlm:ﬂm
of Walnut Creek sald they had res-
ervations about it

ek 0 Tl APt a1
af )

"~ iryoudont heaith
mmmmmﬁmmw

uﬂnn]umumm

n!tbfmthltmﬂthapnbﬁhiﬁ
serves a chance to vole on restors
ing programs to the county bud-

get
'Lut le decide for them-
‘they want 1o see
Mm&mmﬁmuwﬂhﬂh&r
they want to see them deterio-
rate,” said Phyllis Roff of Watnm
Creek, a ¢ newspaper colum-
nist who uftan gets involved in
mmmmirv 11'#”‘" i
v




GUEST COMMENT

-('_'C'.‘. Jyn .?/_’a,b/q;\

moﬂowhximmaufaammm

The state fiscal crisis is coming home w0
Maoraga and Orinda by way of drastic cuts in special
district augmentation funds.

The staie legisialure is now proposing to take
these property tax funds from local government in
order o balance the state budget, compounding the
fiscal crisis. '

No doubt the citizens of Moraga, Orinda and
Lafayette have seen signs on some of the local fire
stations indicating the stations may close. Thisisa

very real ility. With the loss of special
district au on funds, fire districts cannol
upumt‘.i L service levels.

M‘ﬂmmﬁunsnﬁh:k[mgn!fmﬂﬁuiﬂ
ﬂlcfm‘.ﬂuwmmﬂtwirﬂﬂ&lheﬁm
d as been able, when necessary, 10
supplement the lack of county funding. These fire
flow funds have also aliowed the district to provide
an emergency opemting reserve. It is this cash
reserve and prudent planning that may enable the
district 1o weather the 1992-1993 fiscal crunch in
spite of operational funding cuts. However, due 1o
current and future county spending cuts and the loss
of special district augmentation funds, the Moraga
Fire Disirict may see an $800,000 reduction in
funding in the 1992-1993 fiscal year, and §1.6
million or more in 1993-1994,

These cuts mean layoffs of fire fighting and
paramedic personnel that will drastically reduce
service 1o the community. [i is conceivable that
undu:mhﬂgm:nnmgpmpanh.mnm
Fire District may have 50 percent fewer fire

an average 2,

ﬁgbﬁ;mndandmﬂrmmﬁmmﬂm
by 1994, mmmmmmmm
sufficiently staffed ambulance and paramedic service
with the loss of 50 of its fire ing and
paramedic staff. We will have very limited fire
ﬁgmmﬁhmmmmhwduﬂhghﬁtmt
area of the county.

There is only one way lo save the
District from drastic culs in fire fighting
and lifefsafety services. We must mnlh: an
increase in the fire ffow tax. The corrent maxim
rate is .06 cents, but in order 1o generate slic
revenue 1o keep fire services at ils cumes
:hnmtimmu!thfuadisﬁuwﬂl e

a Fire

l'ustjrnu'mnﬁhnuxtslatn!ﬂ_ 5.
aqmui‘mlhmt. comparab
Ihunmnfhmuhhlﬁwm :
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Fire-tax measure may be

By Ariel Ambrusier
Stalf writer

When they submitted Measure C
for the ballot & month ago, Moraga
Fire District officials were facing
budget cuts that could have slashed
half their firefighters and closed one
of two fire stations.

With a new
state budget,
however, the
picture may
have chang;

Fire com-
missioners say
Measure €,
which would
increase the

Ve n gul feeling it could turn

e that way, but at this point,
I don't have the definite answer,”
commission Chairman Gordon Na-
than said Friday.

Mathan sald commissioners are
waiting for county officials to ascer-
tain how much money the new stae
budget would take from the Moraga
district. They expect thal -answer
later this week.

N i g, g 08 afr
im| 50 are afrai
to make a judgment until they see it
in black and white," he said.

Meanwhile, Nathan said he is
trying to find out if it 15 still possible
to take Measure C off the ballot,

C1FIRE INITIATIVES

Measure C

fram B cents o 30 cenis.

pay aboul $400 & year,
Measure D

Summary: Would increase the cap on Morage fire distict's fire fiow tax

Pro: Will ensure fire and paramadic services are maintained.
Con: Could increasse tax burden. Al 30 cenis, average homaowner wald

Summary: Would allow Orinda fire district commissioners to levy a slid-
ing-scate fire flow tax with a cap of 30 cents.

Pro: Tax could be levied as nesded, thereby maintaining fire services
Con: Could incregse tax burden. At 6 cents, the average homeowner
would pay about $80 & year; at 30 cents, about $400 & year,

The Moraga district has a
healthy $730,000 reserve and a rare
ahbility to generate income through a
property tax. In 1980, shorily after
Proposition 13 was approved, Mor-
uga voters overwhelmingly gave the
district authority to levy a “fire-
flow" tax each year, up ta a rate of
6 cents, A fire-flow tax is calculated
based on a property's fire rishk

However, the state accounts for
about half of the district's budget,
and proposals were circulating
around Sacramento last month to
deprive fire, park and other special
districts of most, if not all of their
state money.

As it turned out, it appears law-
makers limited small districts like
Moraga to cuts of no more than 10
percent.

A 10 percent cut to the Moraga
district, about $320,000, could easily
be covered by the existing fire flow
tax, without raising the cap from 6
to 30 cents, or, for an average
homeowner, from $80 to $400 a
Vear.

Moraga's is not the only fire dis.
trict tax propoesal on the November
ballot.

The neighboring Orinda Fire Dis-
trict, through Measure D, is seeking
voter permission to establish a fire-
flow tax just like Moraga's.

"Ours is a mirror-image of what
the Moraga district's had in
for 10 years," said Orinda Chief Da-
vid Evans. "What we're seeking is
something that's been tested and
proven.”

Orinda fire suppaorters are seek-

Orinda
fire
district

fire
district

o Exls
I mtim i

Ing the same tax cap Measure C
would have given Moraga: 30 cents.

However, officials say they
would set the tax rate each year ac-
cording to circumstances, after
gathering public input. If the state
had trimmed 25 percent of the
Orinda budget, officials were pre
paring to go for a 12-cent tax, which
would have amounted to about $150
for an average homeowner,

The Orinda Fire District does not

7] EXAMINING THE MEASURES

worried
government senvices.

firefighters from dwindling.

Thu

Sunday: This November's ballot boasts a cornucopia of local tax

measures spurred by siate budget cutbacks, Tax supporters

admil they face an uphill battle, because volers may be more-
:Eom tough economic times than maintaining

Monday: Contra Costa County is asking voters to approve ils
“modest” proposal for a $20-a-year parcel lax (o help restore
funding for law enforcement, libraries and social programs.

TODAY: Moraga and Orinda voters will consider Measures C
and D, property tax increases to prevent the number of

Wednasday: Lafayetta volers are being asked whether they
would favor a strcharge on their gas, electric and intrastate

o restore cuts in police services and road
enance. Although Measure H is advisory, the City Council
plans to abide by the vote of the majority.

: Measure K asks voters in the Pleasant Hill

Recreation and Park District whether to continue a $47-per-year

| assessment. The money would be used for maintenance of park
lawns, playing fields and buildings.

have the financial leeway Moraga
does. The district has neither the
hefty reserve; nor the taxing ability
of its neighbaring fire district.

It already instituted a 10 percent
cut earlier this summer, and thai
meant laying off three frefighters,
what amounts 1o a full engine crew,
Evans sald

If further cuts force him to lay
off three more firefighters, he must

close one of the district's three fire
stations, he said.

"This department runs hungry, it
runs slim." said Charles Blue, chair-

man of the Orinda district board of
commisstoners,

Still, fire officials were not par-
ticularly optimistic about Measure
s chances. "If it does fail, we'll at
least have given people the option,”
Evans said.




L O Sete ..u:g’h-;g_i

Sun phote,/Trent Helsan

Ml:;iraga firefighter Dennis Aquilina and Smokey the Bear wave to visitors from up on the hook and
ladder.

Moraga Fire Department welcomes visitors

MORAGA — The Momaga Fire Depanment will
hold an open house Salurday in recognition of Fire
Safety Week.

The event will kick off with a pancike breakfast
from 7:300 10 9:30 a.m. The cest is $2 for children and 83
for aduls,

From 10 wm. until 3 p.m., the fire department and
other orgamizations will offer information on home

safety, fire safe roofing, drills on exiting from the house
and child fingerprinting. Organizations such as PG&E
and the American Automobile Association will also pro-
vide gas and electric and automobile safety information.

Smokey the Bear and Sparky, the fire house masoot
dalmation, will greet visitors and there will be balloons
for children.

The fire station is located at 1280 Moraga Way.
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and wildland fire equipment and operations, which have
cause insurance rating authorities to give the Moraga Fire
District's firefighting capabilities the highest rating of any
of the county s firefighting agencies.

Those of us who have live in Moraga long enough
remember what life was life before the fire district miti-
ated its paramedic-firefighter and ambulance progrm.
Wecan readily recall the 20-to-30 minute wail for a privaie
ambutance 1o reach our solated community. We certainly
know the value of wday's Moraga Fire District service,
which puts a paramedic team and advanced life support
ambulance at our front doars in fess than five minutes.

The first anniversary of the Oakland fire reminds us of
the constant danger of a disastrous wildfire 10 our commu-

This year's slate budget deliberations’ are aiready
having major financial impacts on the fire districts in
Contra Costa [‘.‘mmtsr Lnyu!ﬁ: and station closures ane
likely, The pngoing recession in California means that
next fiscal year's state budget will certainly bring more
bad news. Fortunately, next Tuesday Moraga Fire District
volers have the opportunity 10 ensure that the vilal seryices
of thtdlﬁuh:i wﬂhummrimmuiﬂ\c issue is very simple:
n‘we /ANt 1o mak sure that we and our familics continue

» protecied by the finest fire and paramedic services in
oty we'll voie Yes on Measure C. To me, the

Dick Disen
Moraga

‘:‘1.51.{:‘1 /e /-1}/?&

Yes on Orin a"”
Moraga fire tax
Measures C, D

Orindans and Moragans are being asked to
tax themselves for improved fire protection.

Although many are growing wearing of spe-
cial taxes, residents should approve Measures C
and D, The fireflow taxes are wise insurance in

these tough economic times; without them,
Moraga and Orinda fire districts could find
themselves closing stations and laying off fire
ﬁgtnemtsmcmtepmmmnudguwm
onto cities and counties. )

Moragans have had a fireflow tax since .
1980, Fire commissioners have levied the tax
only six times during those years.

Moragans who've live in town prior to 1980
can well remember the days when it
could take 20-30 minutes for an ambulance to
reach the isolated community.

Residents in Moraga are being asked to ap-
¢ an increase in the maximum tax rate from
EMEUm It's a good investment.

are being asked to approve a fire
. tax for the first time. One need only remember
how close the Oakland hills fire came to
Orinda's wooded hillsides to realize this is no
tnhecutrlngbackmﬂmpmwcﬁm.
: C and D deserve suppont,

i

CLSun 1&/.::.#/9.:.

Moraga fire district turns to
voters for fireflow tax increase

By Karen Emanuel
Stnft writar

MORAGA — Faced with an uncertain fiscal future,
fire officials are asking residents here to approve an
increase 1o the town fireflow tax.

“Measure C is designed 1o give the Momga Fire
District maximum flexibility in handling the outcome of
siate budget problems,” said Acting Fire Chief John

Measure C would increase the maximum tax rale
from 6 cents to 30 cents. Fireflow taxes are based on &
mathematical calculation which uses the tax rate, the
square footage of a residence or business, and the
amount of water it would take to put out a fire in the
affected building,

The tax ‘was first passed by Moraga voters in 1980
and has been levied six times since then by fire commis-
sioners,

“In the years we've had the tx, the fire commission-
ers have been very prudent, and the money has gone to
good use,” Cooper smd. “Our intent is not to ask for an
assessment of a 30-cent rate — it’s 1o have the option if
we need iL”

When fire commissioners submitted the measure (o
county election officials in August, they were expecting
state budget cuts 10 drastically reduce the district’s in-
Come.

Although the cuts weren't as severe as first feared,
the state budget crisis will “continually threaten” the
Moraga district, Cooper said.

The district this year cut $200,000 from its $3.22
million budget and levied the fireflow tax at its 6-cent
limit for the first time. The tax, which generates $80,000
for each cent of the rate, is expecied 1o raise about
$480,000 for this year.

Cooper says it's not likely the maximum 30-cent
rate would ever be imposed. The tax rate will remain the

way it is this year, but residents could expect a rate be-
lweenﬁmdiﬂmtsmttnhmm.dum“gunuurua
Lure county budgel

Al a 30-cent rate, the owner of a 2000-square-foot
home would pay $362 and the owner of a 3,000-square-
foot home would pay $443,

Purchases made over the years with the tax money
include a new ambulance in 1982, an ambulance chassis.
in 1987, and land behind the Moraga Way station in

"l can'timagine people are going to object
to it. We have a great thing going here
with excellent service.”

~16-yearresident AdeneMatthews

1988 for a training facility.

Fireflow tax income also allowed the district to com-
plete %Dpﬁw project in 1985, which leis ambu-
lances activate all wraffic signals to green while traveling
from Moraga to John Muir Hospital in Walnut Creek. In
liﬁ?.ﬂmwﬂsﬂMEu:mﬂmmW

The district also has a reserve of about $750,000,
maney that has been set aside over the years for emer-
gency or “one time problems,” Cooper said.

Moraga Mayor and Fire Commissioner Sue Noe
says the district has plans for a new ambulance and other
ummmumhuldmulmnfnma{mdhm:s

“I'vel'mdpwpbm whether this is the most cost-
efficient way 1o raise money, and whether there are other
ways to cut expenses,” Noe said. “In my opinion, this is
the most cost-efficient way 10 raise money in our dis-
trict.”

“I can't imagine people are going 10 object o "
sald Arlene Matthews, a 16-year Momiga resident. “We
have a great thing going here with excellent service.”

Members of the business community aren’t 50 opli-
mistic.

“I'm all fmﬂmfmdﬂpwmhllmmm
about the effect on small businesses,” said Paul
Bruzzone, whose family owns the Moraga Shopping
Center. "Raising taxes might not always be the solution,
How much more taxes can a small business pay?™

Please
VOTE
November
3rd

Moraga fire thanks

On behalfl of the Moraga Fire Commission and Dis-
trict staff, thank you for your support of Measure C. Itis
a great feeling (o be part of a community that continues
to suppart its fire district in its effort to provide the fines
firefighting and paramedic services available.

Gordon Nathan, Chair

Maoragn Board of Fire Commissioners
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Moraga, Orinda fire officials

to discuss revamp with county

By Pam King alone leadership,” said Chuck Blue, chairman of the

mwm
personnel and training. Both consider Cooper’s appoint- Cooper said it is important to keep Moraga's money
ment a femporary measure. in

"It was meant to get us to work together,” said Cos- <8l ' said.
. “It's interim — just an additional workload for me.”  have to generate local reveny |
Cooper and Luihn are analyzing costs of different  Service, It concerns us, as their neighbor, because
muodels. Some of the plans include one chief for th

any

R
.}
Z

o Sar phots Rarsn Dmanesl
Moraga fire district residents approved an increase onthe fireflow
tax rate by a 68.6 percent vote, surpassing the two-thirds voted
needed for the measure’s passage. The district’s fireflow tax was
first passed in 1980. “The community has supported us hefore,
and we are thankful for everyone's continued suppoet,” Acring
Fire Chief John Cooper said. CCH unN u.ru Hn.
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Safety Agencles

Merger Urged..

Contra Costa communities
consider streamlining services

By Dan Reed
Chronivle Correspondent

Striving to eénsure the pub-
lie's safety in the midst of deep-
ening economic hardships, po-
lice and firefighting officials in
Contra Costa County are consid-
ering separate plans to merge
their seattered departments.

The mergers — which would
create streamlined, regional su-
peragencies to deliver local fire
and police protection — could be
months or years in the making and
would likely encounter stubborn
resistance. But in this county and
others across the state, hard times
are spurring a growing number of
public safety departments to look
to their neighbors for help.

“JU's our turn in government 10
go through the merger and acqui-
sition business that the private sec-
tor has gone through in the past
five years," said county Supervisor
Tom Fowers, a regional govern-
ment advocate who has been urg-
ing western Contra Costa fire de-

t5 to consider consolida-
tion. *Itis time the government be-
gins to reduce the duplications it
has"

Contra Costa officials are dis
cussing consolidation of some or
all' of the firefighting tesks of
many of the district and city de-

i in the county. County

" officials also are looking into the

combination of dispatching and re-

vords-keeping of the San Pablo,

Richmond and El Cerrito police

departments — and, later, all de-
partmental functions.

In addition, Lafayette city offi-
clals, who contract with the coun
1y to provide police services, have
proposed studying the poulh:g of
police services with neighboring
Moraga and Orinda,

Larger Is Better

The local efforts reflect a grow-
ing belief that larger is better —or
at least cheaper.

“You can go to almost any
county in the state, and you can
find at least two fire departments
lonking at the prospects of consoli-
dating,” said Bob Heald, president
of the California Fire Chiefs Asso-
clation.

“In Satramento County, there
were over 20 individual fire agen-
cles a few years ago,” he said. "To-

day, there are only five or slx. It's
the result of one consofidation af-
ter another."

Heald, chief of the Humbaoldt
Fire Protection District, said his
department is studying a possible
merger with the neighboring Eu-
reka Fire Department.

In Contra Costa, the Board of
Supervisors, which oversees five
fire departments in the county,
told its staff last week 1o study con-
solidation plans for limited to full
regional mergers in the central,

‘It is time the
government begins
to reduce the
duplications it has’

— TOM POWERS,
CONTRA COSTA SUFERVISOR

eastern and western portions: of
the county, The board also ordered
them to look into special taxes in
muost areas and money-saving ne-
gotiations with the major fire
uniomn.

Drop In State Money

Talks of mergers were prompt.
ed by & sharp drop In state money
for the speclal districts and by
fears that the funds — which ac-
eount for an average of 50 percent
of county fire department budgets
— could evaporate altogether.

"We're approaching the day
when we may not be ahle to main-
tain basic services” said Terry
MeGraw, & county administrator
studying the mergers. “The state
money was cut back by 10 percent
this vear, and next year it may be
eliminated completely.”

Although the mergers could
carry their own new costs — such
as upgrading dispatoh centers to
cover broader areas-— merger pro-
ponents helieve thal consolidation
would save scarce tax dollars by
reducing the number of fire chiefs
and other top-level administrators,
centralizing dispatch, personnel,
payroll and traiming functions,

EMERGENCY: PageAl12Col 1
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“EMERGENCY: Merger Urged
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From Puig All

and allowing bulk purchases of
equipment.

Yet, the lure of hudget-cutting
mergers could also be quickly lost
to fears of an unwieldy, unrespon-
sive bursaucracy.

"You lose vour independence.
You become one hig department,
and you Jose your identity,” said
Pedro Jimenes, chiel of the 18-flre-
flghter Rodeo-Hercules Fire' Pro-
tection District. “That’s the main
concern with people here right
now,”

Police departments, too, are
fesling the pinch of the recession
and searching for economies of
scale. In the western Contra Costa
cltes of Richmond, El Cerrito and
San Pablo, police chiefs have been
studying & merger that ultimately

ecould save a5 much bs 1.7 million
annually, _

The plan, first proposed last
sumumer, would cut the staff from
250 to 244 and purportedly in-
crease efficlency in responding to
erimes in the three cities, whose
fagoed barders sometimes force
police to cross one another’s turf
to arrive 4t their own beats.

Next month, the police chiefs
will ask their city councils to ap-
prove a plan to merge the dis

pitching and recordskeeping

functions of the three depart-
ments by April. 8 move ths! could
save as much as $400,000 annually.

""We want to show that it can be
successful," said Bl Cerrito Police
Chief Dan Givens. “As to a total
murger, that is a declsion that the
different communities will have to
make down the road. All we can do
is point out the advantages and dis-
advantages.”

]
1
|
|
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Moraga firefighters turn shoppmg savvy into cold cash

By Karen Emanuel

Satt Wit

‘MORAGA — Gmcery shop-
pitg and game-show waiching
fiid off for two Moraga firefight-
crs who used their shopping savvy
1 make some extra money,

Pele Nowicki and Sieve
Anzya were chosen 1o participate
as & feam in “"Supermarkel
Sweep,” n game show that airs
weckday afiemoons during their
lunchtime. They won 55,000 [or
their ¢ffons. The show airs Nov.,
.

The coniest involves  three
puirs of contestants who answer
questions about food and food
priducts. The more guestons
cach team answers correctly, the
more e that weam hasduring the
“sween” , when one member mans
through a supermarket flling as
miany grocery carts as possible
with the most costly ilems.

Mowicki convinced Anayo o
be his partner, and the two audi-
tionied in Los Angeles last spring,
They were selecicd as conlestanis
and retirmed 1o the studio ‘three
weeks later to tape the show.

“They were chosén for their
beaming and charming personali-
thes," said Moraga fire Capl. Bob
Lunording af the station last week
o8 Anaya and Nowicki walched
the show and recapped the high-
lightsof the 12 hours of aping for
the hall-hour show,

The two had siudied grocery
items when shopping on their
cooking days at the fire suation,
but they received some pointers
for the show,

“They well you 1o act really
stupid,” said Nowicki of his for-
mal waining for his first lelevision

Appearance.

“We had 10 uct really happy
and excited about the game,” said
Anaya, adding they had 1o jump
up-and down, clap their hands and
yell every lime money was men-
igned,

During the question portionof

the contest, Nowicki and Anaya
camed points w give them 2 min-
utes, 50 seconds for the “super-
minrkel sweep,”

MNaturally, Nowicks — an avid
runner who has compeied in mara-
thons and eamed medals in the
lirelighters Olympics — was he

Sun photo,/Trent Melsen
Steve Anaya and Pete Nowicki rurned their television-watching prowess into a winning formula when they appeared on
“Supermarket Sweep.” The show will air Nov. 30.

shopper.

Balore the show began, they
were given 10 minutes (o walk
through the studio grocery store,
lamilinrizing themselves with
producis.

Nowicki filled two cants in the
allotied 2 minules, ‘50 scconids.

One of the choice snhs:ums wis
small but pricey — five cans of
ahalone at $20 per can,

Although a team of identical
twing had 10 additional secondy
for the sweep, the frefighiers’

“shopping carts racked up the high-

est paints, with §1,076 in mer-
chandise.

Anaya and Nowicki baoth
thought the twins had won,

"Thoy were sure they had
won,” Mowicki sad. “"One was
already wlking about spending the
maney for her wedding."

"When we thought they won
we just said ‘we had a good
time,"" Anaya said “When we
found out we won, il was even
beiter.”

Before returning to Moniga,
thee twii took in a California An-
gels baseball pame and viewed
portions of Los Angeles that had
been ravaged during the spring
riots.

Although the taping gk
place last spring, reruns of previ-
ous shows ran all summer,

The two are hosting a party
doring which their families and
(riends will wateh the game show.
The show airs at 6 pun. Nov. 30 on
the Lafetime Channel, which s
Channel 24 in Lamomindi

“Whe knows," sald Nowlcki.
“Maybe we'll be on Jeopardy
fexl.™
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Nancy Fahden a good friend to Lamorinda

Lamorinda is Josing a good friend and staunch ally
with the upcoming retirement of county Supervisor
MNancy Fahden.

Fahden was the first woman 1o serve on the board,
According (o her assistant Helene Frakes, when Fah-
den ook office 16 years ago, there was no women's
restroom near the Board chambers,

With her quick wit and zesi for accumulating
knowledge, Fahden hit the all-male bastion running.
Even before the 1980 redistricting made her Lam.
arinda’s supervisor, Fahden was in the thick of things
here.

She was the first elected official to come out
favor of preserving the Oninda Theatre,

Many say she was the powerhouse behind creation
of the Briones Preserve, a pristine natural wonderland
thuit abuls Lafayette.

Agreging that a community needed to control its
planning process if it was 1o control its destiny, she
hacked formation of an Orinda area planning
commission, along with Supervisor Robert Schroder.

In recent months, Fahden has again icamed with
Schmder to defeat aempts 1o fold Orinda and Moraga
liete districts into the bigger Consolidated district.

Fahden is the first o point out she doesn’t il the
demographic mold of Lamorinda. But the feisty
Democral from Martinez says she's always felua kin-
ship with the people of Lafayette, Orinda and Moraga.

"People have this misconception of high-faluling
Lamorinda peaples,” she said at a recent luncheon in
her honor. “They didn’t understand that these are
lovely people, just highly intelligent and determined
(o do what is best.™

Fahden has been in Lamorinda's comer in the
communily quest o be the best. We wigh her well as
she seeks new adventures out of the political arena.

Shesavedmy = Che always supported
life. Tl rnis}f-:f = me. T just hope she

comes back to visit /

FAL O 11‘.




County orders 2 fire
to reduce or combine budgets

By Maria Gaura
Times staft
MARTINEZ — County supervi-
sors ordered the Orinda and Mor-
:ﬁ fire districts to the negotidting
& Tuesday und told them 1o eut
or combine their administrative
budlgets before the county does it
hr*ltlh:n lso named M.
he supervisars a ar-
ngnsacti.ng Fire Chief John Cooper
nE’ude recently rétired Orinda
ief David Evans, Cooper will
fire chief for both
ﬂImim until & decision on the ad-
ministrative cutbacks is made.

Cooper said Tuesday t.h:t his
mlhﬂw wnil unexpected, but

probably will be short-lived.
“I don't feel the tmmg
long in deciding this issue, hesuld

“It will be some extra work, but

these are difficult times financially

€ Evervbody has to
sacrifice. 3

— John Cooper, acting fire chief

strong in the tiny Moraga and
Orinda districts, where residents

Jear consaolidation will erode fire

and emergency medical services.
Some residents also fear lﬂ:EE of in-

n ', f ""“’l'hnf are proud aflhe
SErvice and so is the
board an the county ndminw
tration.

dl!trim muld snva B 5igmﬁcant
amount of money by sharing a
chief, assistant chiefs, a fire marshal

©oor i‘.'ﬂlﬂl' administrative positions.
' 'ﬂlﬂ hmnli of rvisors has the

o impase those changes uni-

ﬂlstncts

dents, Tandy said.

The supervisors voted 4-0 to
have the Moraga and Orinda fire
commissions and “other affected

meeting.

“If nothing else (this wﬁmla} that
we've tome to the end of our rope
waiting. for reality to set in,” said
hoard Chairwoman Stmne Mt.‘.Ptuk

ch:nys has ham particularly

Guesf Comnent

mr@wmﬂnmmmmhﬁmtba
‘last Nov. 3 as 10 whether or not (o support

The Board of Supervisors on Nov. 17 suddenly
[umdmmmrhﬂn Special District Augmenta-
Fund, plus the saving of the salary of newly
mmmrmwﬁmmmumm
Orinda Fire District budget through the balance of

the fiscal year therchy eliminating the need for per-
nel layolfs,

Any action, according to documents emanating
from the County Administrator’s office, was pur-
posefully held over until after the Orinda election in
order 1o see how the vole wenL

Cmmmmm“mmnsmmmw
the fire fighters themselves, Le. “this siation may
close,” “seven firefighters have received pink slips”

5

E

zens of Orinda into believing that a fire Mow ax was
the only way lo avert a severe reduction in force in
the fire department?
Furthermore, isn't it only fair and reasonable that
tax money from the special district augmentation
fund be retumed o Orinda from whence it origi-
This matter of fire department funding
before us again at the start of fiscal '93-'94,
Some issues 10 be considered:
mﬂmﬁiﬁm'ﬂhum

will be

aterally, but would rather work
with the districts and their resi-

ce.Swn

flow tax failure in Orinda
fnwm a fire marshall, an lﬁlﬁm‘.#ﬁ a’

annual costs are as follows:
(salary and benefits), assistant-

cq:lam-ﬁﬂ,ml}
chief-$100,000 (salary and benefits), and chief-
$118,000 {salary and benefits). Every third person in

the department wears gold braid, lots of it. Do we or.

do we not have, “more chicfs than Indians” in the
Orinda Fire Department?
Shifi personnel curréntly work 24 hours on, then

24 hours off. When a holiday falls on pne of thair:
days off, they're puid time-and-a-half for 12 hours-

even though they don't work! _

Why aren't Orinda and Moraga, since they are
side by side, exchanging personnel to mainiain mini-
mum staffing in order 1o reduce overtime?

Why do these two, extremely small districts have

to support over S400,000 per year for two chiefs and
Iwo assistant chiefs?

Since the Orinda Fire District is run by the
County Board of Supervisors, what appears 1o be a
recent consensus by the three remaining supervisors
ItmmeﬂﬁminF‘u:Dimiﬂmumgat“hmm
mean” before we 2o back to the voters says it all.
agree. Let's get rid of the ‘pntk"ﬁrs:ﬂmhrmguu
the voters,

In the public interest
Ray Davis
Orinda
B.S. 1 understand there is a waiting list of over

600 applicants for th position of fire fighter. One

thing you can say for some, there are no dummies in

that list!

ra/9/93

Mhmﬂmu mmnpmm:summ' day, O
10. The firefighters served breakfast 1o 225 i ngry visi-
tors, They emlmmdtheqng .

Nearly S800 in huﬁtﬁ!ﬁiﬂnm
California Bumn Foundation. They have the largest bum
camp for kids that have been burmed 10 help them leam
to deal with their injury. They also have a back to school
program for burn injured children that are having diffi-
culty adjusting to school,

The Moraga Firelighters Association ) thank
Moraga Kiwanis, local businesses and Eve Siu-
ugefurﬂmrmppunmmeuiﬂmwhuhm@um
cis and made this all possible.

Huhélﬂon

. Sun “FJQ':-



‘Orinda-Moraga fire pmpogm rejected

By Maria Gaura
Stafl writer

MARTINEZ — County supervi-
sors sent fire officials back to the
drawing board Tuesday to rewrite a
plan to trim management in the
Orinda and Moraga Fire Protection
districts.

The move stunned commission-
ers and fire district employess, who
thought the plan they submitted was
exactly what the board had ordered
them to produce at last week's
meeting.

“What happened today caused
me a great deal of distress" said
Moraga Mayor Sue MNoe, who also

serves on M nﬁ‘emmmis-
m“mgzl‘ﬂ ordered us to
come up !mw
ment and we did that, we did it in
good faith."
Supervisors last week ordered
the two fire districts to quickly draw

up a plan to save money by sharing

administrators.

District representatives
‘ed Tuesday with a to run their
two operations one chief, no

assistant chiefs, one fire rriarshal
and three battalion chiefs. The plan,
which was endorsed by county staff,
would save an estimated $160,000
per year.
The proposal was considered a
some be-
cause M and Orinda have for
years fiercely fought county at-
tempts to merge their districls ei-
ther with one another or with the

But Supervisor Tom Powers,

who represents West County, said

Tuesday that the county might save-
as much as $445,000 by consolidat-

all three districts. He produced
tion sheets stating that the

Orinda and Moraga districts com-

naﬁmpnndedml,ﬂlﬁamargm
cy calls in; 1891, compared with

'l'henrindmﬁstriuhnsthreem-
tions, the Moraga distriet has two,
the West County district has two
and the Contra Costa district has 19,

“TIt concerns me that in West

Orinda and Moraga, he said.
The supervisors voted 3-0 to
have stafl meet with labor

at Tuesday'
nhsl:nt wni Supernsar Eunne
McPeak.

Powers asked staff to report on
potential “political fallout” from

as well as the finan-
cial repercussions.

“This decision could mﬂlt
jeopardize the couperative be-
tween the cities and the county,”
said Orinda Fire Commissioner
Charles Blue.

Noe said angry voters could re-
taliste if the county forces an un-
popular merger on Moraga.

Moraga residents have for years
paid a special fire-flow tax that sup-
ports extra services in their district,
such as paramedic resp . Orinds
volers ' down & simi-
lar tax in November, and the Orinda
district faced layoffs and a station
closure until the county offered a
£290.000 loan last month.
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Fire districts begin management merge

Orinda and Moraga fire districts to share one fire chief; separate fire commissions to continue

By Karen Emanuel
Stall writer
ORINDA — County Supervi-
sors have taken the first steps in o
plan 10 merge portions of Orinda and
Moraga fire o tricts by appointing
one man 1o lead both districts,
Moraga Acting Fire Chief John
Cooper was named acting chief of
the Orinda Fire District Dec. 8. He
will head the twa districts until the
county launches a search and hires a
permanent chief. That could occur
within 90 days, said Chiel Assistant
County Administrator Scou Tandy.
“People fear that they will lose
service through this, hul the exact
ite is the case,” der said.
ﬁﬁﬂu 1o forge a unity of
10 keep service at the same
level™s
Tuesday, the board was expected
o continue their cost-savings strat-

John Cooper

egy by considering other ways 1o
merge the two districts’ manage-
ment positions. The board decision
was 10 1ake place after the Sun dead-
line,

Administrative integration

Among the items 1o be consid-
ered is conversion of the districts’
two assistant chief positions into
three battalion chief positi One
fire marshal would be eliminated,
with the remaining position shared
between the two districts.

The ratio of administration to
line personnel would drop 1o 12.5
per 100, Cooper said.

Under the latest proposal,
Orinda and Moraga would maintain
separate fire district budgets and fire
commissions. Income from  Mor-
aga's vower-approved fireflow ax
would continue 1o go directly to the
district. Firefighters would work at
their respective fire districts, and the
Moraga paramedic program would
remain as it is, said Cooper.

“The two districts have cooper-

ated closely in the past, and this ap-
pears to be a natural progression,”
Cooper said.

Consolidation opposition

For the past year, Moraga and
Onnda residents, city and fire offi-
cials have vehemently opposed all
forms of consolidation, either with
each other or with Contra Costa
Consolidated Fire Distric

A grassroots campaign launched
last spring resulted in more than
20000 leners of opposition and nu-
merous pettons sent 1o the county
from residents who wanied o keep
the fire districts separaie and au-
1ONCMOUS,

Since last spring’s unsuccessful
altempl 10 combine Moraga and
Orinda fire districts — either with
each other or with the larger Con-
solidated district — rippling effects

of a staie financial crisis have
sharply rediced income 0 the
county fire departments,

A severe impact was & reduction
in property taxes to the county's
Special Disuict Augmentation Fund,
which provided 55 percent of the
fire district budgets, The Orinda dis-
trict, which suffered the most severe
blow in a series of -budget reduc-
tioms, nearly lost one of s three fire
stations and seven firefighters.

Last week, the board of supervi-
sors 1old Grinda anid Moraga fire of-
ficrals it was fime o 2o bick 1w the
negotiating able w look for ways to
CuL COSIS.

Spirit of cooperation

Unlike paevious consolidation
proposals, the present plan for inte-
grated management s the result of
congerted efforts between fire dis-

trict and county officials, aking inlo
sccount the views of & newly
formed task force.

The task force, which met last
Thursday, is comprised of Cooper,
Orinda  Assistant  Chiel Walter
Luihn, two fire commissiongrs each
from Orinda and Moraga, city coun-
cil representatives and county ad-
MINISIralors,

“I've never, in my 30 years of
cxpenience in fire services, seen the
spint of copperation that is starting
to be forged,” said Cooper of the
task force and numerouds meelngs
between fire officials throughout the
::uunw

“Parochialism has got 10
It's not in the best interest of ﬂn:
communities.”

“We wanl 1o work with the city
of Orinda to do what is best for resi-

See FIRE, Page 2
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denls of both communities and
maintain the high level of fire sery-
ice we've had for years,” Moraga
Fire' Commissioner Gordon Nathan
said. “The county mandated that we
work together - our position is that

we want this to be a cooperative el-
fort."
Orinda  Fire Commissioner

€huck Blue said he endorses the
siea of one fire chief but that there
are differences in the districts that
will require more attention. The
Commission has not el o discuss
the proposal,

Y “We had looked st the idea and
endorse the concept of having one
¢hief take over for the two cities, but
it will take some time (o see how it
will be worked out,” Blue said,

Not evervone is jumping on the
single-chiel bandwagon. Henry
Saar, an Onnda resident keenly
inerested in wildfire prevention and
fire district funding, called the move
the [irst salvo in the batde to com-
bing Orinda and Mordga into the
larger Consolidated Fire.

That would be devastating 1o
Orinda, he said, because the city
needs firefighters wrained to batde
blazes wn  the arca’s unique, hilly
topography.

A single chief

~ Tandy said there is no plan to
press for a merge with Consolidaied,
“1 know that's a fear, and 1 think
it's an unfounded fear,” Tandy said.
*The board of supervisors were
clear when they direcied vs 10 look
at distinct regions in the county for
mtegration,” he said, “Residents of
ihie districts will not see any change
in the delivery of fire protection Lo
their homes or praperoes,”
The supervisors” appointment of
a chief o oversee both districts is a
maove to preserve fire siations and
fire district personnel under current
and' futdre financial constraints, he
- Cnﬁ@;'ﬂ;' and a Moraga resi-
dent since 1971, has been with the
Moraga 5 3 . e
has 30 years of f#E Service experi-

Recent county budget cuts in the face of financial shortages resulted in a flurry of signs posted
counitywide such as this one in front of an Orinda fire station. County officials were able 10

forestall closing of any fire stations, but say the Orinda and Moraga fire districts must come up
with ways to slash expenses to avoid future crises.

ence and has headed the Maraga dis-
et for 18 momhs since former
Chief Ed Lucns lefe the depanment.

The Orvinda chiel position wis
vacated by Dave Evans, who retired
last month after 22 vears as chiel of
the fire district. Evans postponed his
retirement by nine months afier see-
ing the district successfully through
the county’s initial consolidation at-
lempis,

Cooper sees his new mle as an
interim oné during which he will be
a [acilitator in guiding the operation
of both districis.

The future

Maintaining exisung levels of
fire and emergency protection in the
communities and developing eco-
nomic and efficiency plans for the
districts are top prioritics, Cooper
said, Bringing in supplemental reve-

nue to replace what the state has
taken — and is expected o ke —
from fire distnct lunding is also es-
sential, he added,

Orinda Assistamt Chiel ‘Waller
Luthn colled Cooper an “cxcellent
adminisirior and techmean,” and
pledged him his full support.

“What he's proposing is best for
his community, for my communily
and for employees in both districts,”
Luihn said. *He knows how. to pul
something like this together and |
fully support what he's doing. The
foremost objective is (o relain ex-
cellent service for the community.”
Orinda fire finances :

Financial planning [or the
Orinda Fire District — which took
the hardest hil among county fire
districts and was nearly [orced 18

clpse a staton — 15 cucial, ©
said.

“We'll be working ono collec-
tively trying to-solve Orninda’s finan-
cial problem,” said Codper,

The Orinda district is funded un-
til mext July but could face serioug
problems at that time, Luihn said.

Luihn esumates the district will
need as much as a 51 million in ad-
ditivnal funding, including &
§290,000 county loan that must be
paid buck.

This year's proposed 33.86
bodget was ininally pared down 1o
334 mllion, creating a 5456,500
shortfall.

"We were forced o go {rom a
very lean budgel o a bare bones
budget,” Luihn said.

The county loan and a budget
cut of 591,000 from Chief Evans®
remaining salary, the supplies and
service budget and employee bene-

fits allowed the district's three st-

{I.ii

ve never, in my 30 years of experience in fire

services, seen the spirit of cooperation that is starting
to be forged. Parochialism has got to stop. It's not in
the best interest of the communiries."

-Mnm

Lons 10 remitin open.

Fire district voters: last month
narrowly defeated @ fireflow tax
that could have raised money o en-
sure [uture protection,

The tax measure, similar 10 one
passed in Moraga that has resulted
in what is expecied w0 be an
S850,000 reserve by the end of this
year, was defeated in pant by claims
from Orindans who say the county
owes the districl money.

Opponents of the proposed fire-
flow tax claim the county owes as
much as $2.2 million Orindans paid
to the county over the past 10) years
that has not been retumed to the dis-
trict in [ire services:

Cooper 18 concerned over what
he calls misleading fucts on distribu-
ton of the special disticl sugmen-
tation fund, which support special
districts such as fire districis and 1i-
brarics,

“I believe there has been a Jot of
misinformation about where the fire
district money comes from and
where it goes,” he said,

The origin of fire district fund-
ing goes back to 1978 when Propo-
sition 13 was passed and the suue
rransferred  property tax  income
from school district to the special
district funding. At first, fire districts
were funded at 95 percent of the
1978 level, But that was po guaran-
lee the district would continue 1o

receive the same percentage, Cooper
said

“Orinda had a very high spend-
ing level the first year the state
bailed the districts out,” said Coo-
per, "That dropped. The county is
not required [0 fund the district at
that level. Needs change over the
years, and the county has put money
in parts of the county where it is
most necded.™

Orinda fire commissioners plan
1o discuss options for raising money.
Commissioner Blue said placing a
fireflow mx before voters for a sec-
ond time remains a possibility, but
that there may be other options to

pursue.
“It might be more feasible if the
county were 10 levy a benefit assess-
ment fee o make up the shortfall,”
Blue said. Such an assessment
would be a flat fee per property, Fur-
ther, it would require only a 50 per-
cent vote 1o pass, and then only if 5
percent of the voters protesied the
levying,

Moraga fire finances

Moragn fared better in the
county budgei reductions, losing
5200000 from a $3.23 budget. This
is only the first of more anticipated
cutbacks, cautions Cooper.

“We're building reserves in an-
ticipation of the next round of
budget cus,” Cooper said. "Our
goal is 1o keep the tax mie as low as
possible and prepare for the future,”

Morags Fire Commissioners
implemented the freflow tax, which
was passed by volers in 1981, ata 6-
cent rate this year. Il is expecied 10
raise $480,000 this year, and the dis-
trict will have an estimated
S850,000 reserve at the end of this
year.
"Morags protects part of Orinda
in the Ivy Drive area, Those
Orindans have supporied the fire.
flow tax,” Cooper said. “I believe
the majority of Orindans understanid
the situation and don't wan{ 1o setile
for less prolection.”

Future challenges

The next six months will be a
challenge, said Cooper.

“My opinion of the frefighters
in Orinda and Moraga is that there
are no finer around. They're dedi-
cated to providing outstanding serv-
ice 1o their communities.” .

Luihn agreed, and said he hapes
residents support the changes occur-
ring in the two districis.

"1 hope people see¢ it as a posi-
tive move and hope give their sup-
port,” he said. “We've been working
on it for a long time,” he said. “Dif-
ficult times are ahead —af we don't
hang together, we'll hang alone.”
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County caught in bind

New fire district tax

should be last resort

ontra Costa County supervi-

sors, understandably con-

cerned about Gov. Pete Wil
son's plans to withdraw “bailout"
property tax money from local gov-
ernments and special districts, have
voted to create a tax assessment dis-
trict to raise money for nine county-
operated districts that provide
fire protection for almost all of the
county.

Moving ahead with the assessment
district at this time makes sense. Any
further delays could preclude vot-
ers from having a say on the matter
should supervisors decide to put it on
the June 8 ballot.

Affected Contra Costa residents
will be informed of the assessment
district by Jan. 29, and a public hear-
ing will be held on March 16, If more
than 5 percent of homeowners within
its boundaries protest the aksess-
ment district, the measure will be
placed on the June & ballot.

Let's hope the state will not confis-
cate so much local property tax mon-
ey that significant increases in taxes
for fire protection will be neces-

sary. But unfortunately there isn't
much hope that Wilson will refrain
from anather antial raid on the
tax revenues that are raised at the lo-
cal level and should be left there.

Let’s also hope that the county will
not misuse the assessment district to
raise money for fire protection that
could have come from other sources.

Since counties have few ways of
raising money other than to form as-
sessment districts for fire services, it

is templing to use the districts as
cash cows instead of making difficult
decisions to trim other departments.

The county has good reason to fear
a major shortfall of funds from the
state, which is facing another multi-
billion dollar deficit. Last year, the
state took $1.3 billion in locally raised
Empeﬂ},r taxes to try to balance its

udget, This time around, Wilson

wants $2,6 billion more of local prop-
erty taxes to bail out the state,

[ Wilson has his way, the nine
county-operated fire districts in Con-
tra Costa would not be able to operate
unless they found an additional
source of money. That money must

-come from the proposed special as-
sessment district, or from other coun-
ty services that also are likely to be
jeopardized if Sacramento launches
another series of raids on local prop-
erty tax coffers.

When push comes to shave, the
county must place protective services
at the top of its budget agenda. But it
first must cut sgndmg in every other
budget area before voters will ap-
prove new tax assessments to pay for
essential firefighting services.
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sharing is a
forerunner to
more savings

County wants to research
streamlining fire districts

By Marls Gaura
Stalt writer

RICHMOND — Moraga and Orinda will continue to
share one fire chief while county officials study wavs 10
make their fire districts more economical.

A report presented to county supervisors Tuesday
said that sharing administrators between the two small
districts could save the county about $223,000 per year,
But supervisors agreéed thal more study is needed to de-
termine a final plan for slimming down district man.
agement.

Combining administrators, in Orinda and Momga
was only the first step in consolidating fire district oper-
ations; supervisors said.

County analysts say 45 much as $502,000 per vear
could be saved by combining the Moraga Drinda
fire profection districts with other county disiricts. Area
residents have vigorously opposed such & maove fop
years, saying they want to retain local identity and con-
frol. So far, they have managed to fend off major
¢hanges,

But the state s likely to withdraw about half the
‘county's fire protection funding next year, and supervi-
sors are reluctant to impose new fire laxes withoul
striving to make all county fire districts as “lean and
nice'"". as possible.

“We are tippy-toeing through the tepid waters of
Moraga and Orinda,” said Supervisor Tom Powers of
Richmond, who says the small districts should be com-
bined with the district that serves seven other Contra
Costa cities. "l believe this can be consolidited |
Con Fire (Contra Costa County Fire Protection [i

... and we can have an excellent program.

“I don't think most people would know the diﬂg‘
tm.ll‘

Moraga Mayor Susan Noe said that having one chief
for the two districts was an acceptable beginning in th
search to save money. Moragn residents recently
proved fire taxes that probably will be sufficient to run
the district even if the state withdmws all of its subsidy.

But neighboring Orinda. rejected a similar tax and
was forced 1o borrow $280,000 from the county to keep
all three of its stations open last year. The two districis
have a mutual-aid agreement, raigsing the guestion of
who will pay if Moraga is forced to bail out an tnder-
funded ﬂ]‘!.ﬂda H

Anticipating huge state cuts, the county is uttemptin
to pass fire taxes in nine of its fire disticts. The boar
made final changes in the wording of the proposed as-
sessment Tuesday. Noticés to property owners will soon
be printed and mailed, according to County Administra-
tor Phil Batchelor. :

3

Fire Tax Proposed
Around Bay Area

‘Special assessment’ districts

Worried officials throughout
the state say they have only two
options — either cut fire protec-
tion or raise new taxes State law
limits local  from im-

osing taxes, but the creation of a

" distriet for
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: deputy
administrator for San Mateo Coun-
ty, said that if the state continues
to reduce aid, a special fire tax “is
muhing we would have to cop-
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Fire districts in
danger without
fiscal back-up

By John Cooper
Ciswst coluennlst

California's fiscal crisis has come home 10 Contra
the projected state budget

Costa County! To balance
deficit of over $9 billion, Governor Wilson plans wo
climinate almost 52.6 billion in revenue 1o local govern-
ments in the coming fiscal year. Under the Governor”
plan, the entire Special District Augmentation Fund,
which was established 1o help finance fire and library
services after the ol 13, will be
eliminated. Contra Costa special districts will lose about
$30 million (55 percent of their 1otal budgets). and the
cash-strapped Orinda Fire District will have a b
shortfall of almost $2 million in the fiscal year b
nh;.‘lfnlyﬂrl.

E year Contra Costa County fire districs
budgets by over 12 percent and the Orindh

mmnuuummmmmum :

just 1o keep its fire stations open. The failure of the Fire

S RT3

This week the Board of Supervisors is mailing no-
tices 1o property owners advising them of their intent 1o
establish an emergency fire suppression assessment. The
fire assessment is being cnacied to replace the revenue
ltntmllbe-hnwhmuwapcml District Augmentation

Flow Tax (Measure D) on the November ballot has left 1o«

mmmmmmmwmﬂwm
The fire station closures that were predicted last spring
are certain to occur in Oninda and throughout the county
unless new contingent funding for fire services is
duickly put in place,

Mmsmmmhnmarnm
sion asscssmenl is the only way to prevent that from

Joha Cooper is acting chief of Moraga and Orinda
fire districts.



Put the fire financin ing bl

By Scott Tandy

Voter approval of Proposition 13 in 1978 radically
changed local govemment financing. Cities, counties
and other units of local government including fire dis-
tricts, libmanes, flood control, lighting districts and
schools lost about 50 percent of their historical property
lax revenues. In fiscal year 1978-79, the state used its
massive surplus of more than $7 billion o help “bail
out” local goverment. The following year, the Legisla-
ure: agreed o fund local school districts directly from
the state General Fund and also created a local Special
District Augmentation Fund (SDAF) which transferred a
partion of the school propenty taces to finance local
special districts. It was designed 1o provide permanent
funding for essential local government services like fire,

Now the Govemnor and state legislative leadirs wani
1o take these local property taxes and use them o bal-
ance the state deficit! It could mean a loss of $24 million
or about 55 percent of the fire districts’ remaining prop-
eriy lax.

The law creating the SDAF gives discretion o each
county Board of Supervisors to distribute the taxes in the
fund within their respective counties for special districis.
Our gounty distributes the SDAF based on need.

Prior to Proposition 13, the Orinda Fire District had
one of the highest fire tax rates and spending levels of
any fire district in the county. Since that time, several
economies and efficiencies have been implemented 10
reduce district spending. Some recent examples include

It is inconceivable that Orindans would
expect the Board of Supervisors to allow
uncontrolled spending by their fire
district just because the fire district had
a high rax rate when Proposition 13

passed 14 years ago.

a centralized fire dispaiching and more than a 30 percent
reduction in the number of chief officer and senior man-
agement positions. These efficiencies save hundred of
thousands of dollars annually.

It is inconceivable that Orindans would expect the
Board of Supervisors to allow uncontrolled spending by
their fire district just because the fire district had a high
lax rate when Proposition 13 passed 14 years ago. Yel
this is just what is being proposed by “retum 10 source
district™ advocales in the Orinda community.

It ig true that the Orinda Fire District hias contributed
more 1o the SDAF than received back for services, But
those funds have been allocated o other district in our
county in an effort o provide uniforin services and
equipmient and more importantly, to ensure quality miu-
tual aid and back-up response in our communities when

Would people really prefer that other district in Con-

blame where it is due
Codea Cosled Loy

tra Costa County be unequipped, under-trained an ;).
mmmlmmfﬂmmmh

Drmda is not the only district in thiuinmm.ﬁh
tra Costa and Moraga have typically put more
into the SDAF 1w support this countywide nelwork [
mutual aid and regional benefit.

Orindans should also be aware that the Govemnor's
1993-94 budget proposes 1o eliminate the SDAF 1o bal-
ance the state government deficiv If this revenue is lost,
drastic reductions in fire services, flood conwol and li-
brmmmﬂlﬂmﬂrmnurmh&smm:snmﬂwhm
option. This is why the Board of Supervisors is propes-
mg fire district benefit assessments as a contingeny plan
in communities such as Orinda.

Should Pete Wilson and the Legislature be allowed
to put us in this position? We think not! The Board of
Supervisors has asked the mayors and city councils of
all 18 cities 1o join with us and urge the Govemnor and
members of the Assembly and state Senate 10 exhaust
other methods 1o balance their deficit and preserve our
fire protection.

Please join us at our public hearings on March 9 and
16. We want to hear your ideas and concerns and de-

with you a strong coaltion to battle the Governor's
lax rip off! Add your voice o the outcry! Call the Gover-
nor’s office at (916) 445-2841.

Scott Tandy is Chief Assistant County Administrato”

Jor Contra Costa County.







By CATHERINE CHRISS
Stadl writer

Leadershlp Ee 1
for five fire districts

(R R RN

C1LEAVING EARLY

Ta cut costs, Conita Costa super-
visors on Tuesday overhauled fire
protection administration and
named ope chief and three assistant
chiefs to lead five districts.

Allen Little, Riverview Fire Pro-
tection District chief for seven
years, will remain Riverview chief
and become acting chief for the
Contra Costa, Orinds, Morags and
West County Tlire protection
districis.

Assistant Chief William Cullen of
the Contra Costa district was named
operations chief for all districts ex-
cept Riverview.

“The challenges are going to be
very greal,” said Liitle, who has
warked for the fire district for 28
years. “But | think we can pull to-
gether and support the effort "

The interim move, expected to
save $634,000 a year in salaries, was
hailed by the Board of Supervisors
as a bold, cost-cutting step that
could usher in more consolidation
as the county grapples with a stag-
gering $21 million shortfall and as
much as $80 million in state cuts.

Only a year ago the county's fire
districts operated with five chiefs
and seven assistant chiefs, said Su-
pervisor Sunne McPeak of Concord,
who has hacked consolidation
efforts,

The consolidation followed an
announcement Tuesday that two
fire chiefs and two assistant chiefs
were taking early retirement.

The notion of consolidating fire
districts has generated resistance
for two years. Opponents maintain
fire protection will suffer and com-
munities will lose their identities.

The board will discuss later this
year whether to keep the districts

Fire adminstralons 1aking early retiremant:

Annual Including
salary benefits

Bill Maxfiald, chief,

Contra Costa Consolidated and West County district $105,348 $151,701

John Cooper, acting chiel, M and Orinda BOBS2 116,138
Wait Lulhn, assistant chief, Qrinda 76,812 Hﬂﬂ
Keith Hayden, assistant chiel, Riverview 85,424 ’Fﬁim
David Evans, chief, Orinda (retired Nov. 1991) 91,044 131,103
Total savings $634,002

¥

John Cooper  BIill Maxfield

intact with one administrator or
merge some of the five fire districts,
The Wesi County district wants o
consolidate with another, McPeak
said.

Last month, the hired a
consultant 1o work on the consolida-
tion effort.

The early retirement of the four
administrators and one from Orinda
last fall translates into an annual
savings of $634,000, said Scott

Tandy, assistant county administra-
tor. The departing administrators
will receive retirement credit for an
additional two years of work.

Of course, the early retirement
comes at  cost, The county will pay
an additional $400,000 in retirement
henefits to the five men, Tandy said.

Many dislike consolidation.

“Don't fragment things to ﬂﬂﬂ-
tent that you defeat the level of
quality and services,” d Fire
Commissioner Charles -af
Orinda. "1 you dilute too much,-jrﬁ
lose control ™ '

Fire Commizsioner William
Gross, also of Orinda, agreed, He
urged supervisors o rétain fire ﬂil~
trict boundaries.

“People in communities
their dollars spent their ways," il
said. The budget for the fire districts:
has been reduced 15 percent over

the past two years. Administrators.
plan to cut another 10 percent from
the fire budget this vear,

The county also is p :
salaries with Local 1230/0f t ll:ltgl:L

national Association nf Eiu

determine how Iur.'nh %
salaries compare.

Little's $98,400 base salary wﬂ]
rémain the same.

Assistant Chiefs Mike Argo
Ray Miraglia of the Contra
district stay, but will work
all five districts,

and
Costa
work for
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retirements had been planned for
some ume and were not affecied by
the supervisors' offer. Former
Orinda Chief Duve Evans retired in
Novembes, and the Moraga assistant
chief position Cooper held before
becoming acting chief is also vacant.

Nome of the vacancies have been
o are expected 1o be replaced at this
tme,

Cooper, 53 and a Moraga resi-
dent, said the timing was right for
iiim (o leave the fire district.

“I feel like I've done everything
T can do for Moraga and Orinda, and
particularly for the Moraga district,”
he said.

Cooper’s depariure comes after
intense involvement in months of
polidcal and Mnancial wrangling,
discussions and meetings with
county administrators and fire offi-
cmls, He has made numerous ap-
pearances before the County Board
-of Supervisors over the past year.

- Firefighters and local ﬁm offi-
.clals were surprised by Cooper's de-
eisiom and praised his dedication 0
fire service and the community.

"We'll miss him," sald Moraga
Fire Copt. Chris Klein, saying that
he had no idea Cooper planned 1o
leave. “John has done a good job in

the district and in the community,

and we respect him. He's worked
hard o provide the type of fire dis-
trict and mmpunphmhtmdm
willing 10 support.”

Moraga Fire Commissioner
Nathan said he was disappoinied
Cooper was leaving but noted that
the Board of Supervisors had “‘made
it wugh” for him,

“John was a career firefighter
who worked his way up to assistant

for Moraga and Orinda,” Nathan
o give the chief’s test and were
turned down."

Cooper said he will miss the
people he's worked with in fire ser-
vice and in the community.

The commitment of Moraga
residents and their continued sup-
port of the emergency and protection
services has been one of Cooper's
biggest satisfactions,

“What's unique has been the in-
teraction with the community and
the citizens and their willingness to
get involved and support local ser-
vices — il's unique in a job like
ming and it's whal makes the job
pleasurable.”

He 13 most proud of the district's
finaneial stability and voter ap-
proved fireflow tax, the firefighter
paramedic program and the Rescoe
One Foundation which suppons the
districl.

“We are in the black]” he said,
noting the district will have nearly
$1 million in reserves before the im-

.pauding purchase of & new ambu-

Cnuperm:d he was womied over
the future of the Orinda district,
which does not have the funding
mechanism Moraga does. Orinda
volers last November rejected n
fireflow tax that would have pro-
vided income (o the financially
smpped distncL Many now oppose

a proposed benefit assessment foe
with a $171 which will be on the
June balloL.

Further consolidation of man-
agement which could occur between
‘West County, Orinda, Moraga, Cen-
tral County and Riverview or East
County is a vinble method of fire
district operation for the future, said
Cooper.

“My personal opinion is the
community should give the Board of
Supervisors benefit of the doubt in
trying to fix this thing," he said.
“There’s just not encugh money o
go around.”

In the near future though, Coo-
per will devoie his personal time to
fighting state proposals to eliminate
local fire service funding.

“I figure this is my community,
and I want to protect our collective
interests. This problem has moved
beyond the boundaries of Moraga,”
he said.



John Cooper

By Karen Emanuel
SinfT writer

MORAGA — Acting Moraga
and Orinda Fire Chigf John Cooper
unexpeciedly retired Tuesday, caus-
ing some local fire officials 1o fear
the districts are one step closer o
consolidation with Contra Costa
Fire District.

Cooper made the decision after
the County Board of Supervisors on
March 23 offered top level fire offi-
cials an additional two years oward
their service record if they took early
retiement. The length of time em-
ployed is psed to calcolate retire-
ment income.

The retirement offer is part of a

3.31- 73 Cordre Oda dow

Fire chief takes unexpected early retirement

counly cosi-saving plan aimed 1o-
ward reducing management cosis
and consolidation or functional ine-
gration of the county's nine fire dis-
tricts, said chief Assistant County
Administrator Scoit Tandy,

“We don't imtend to 0l the
(Moraga and Orinda fire chief) job,”
said Tandy. “We intend to restruc-
ture, reorganize and consolidate
management. It doesn’t mean the
district is eliminawed — it's jusi a
change in how the district is man-
aged on a day (o day basis.™

The Board of Supervisors was to
meet in closed session Tuesday 1o
decide who would lead the Orinda
and Moraga districts. Tandy said

several factors will be considered in
deciding what to do with the Moraga
and Orinda fire districts in the long
run,

They include the number of
county fire officials accepting carly
retirement, the severily of threatensd
funding cuts from the stale and the
resulis of an advisory measure on
Orinda’s June ballot asking whether
the district should consolidate.

The Moraga Fire Commission
met Monday night 10 discuss the el-
fect of Cooper’s retirement, They
planned to ask supervisors Tuesday
not o appoint an acting chief from
the Contra Costa Fire District as was
expected, but to allow fire captains

from the Moraga and Orinda dis-
tricts to ke over as acting assistant
fire chiels.

“We'd like them (the Board of
Supervisors) to wait before appoint-
ing anyone to the district,” said Fire
Commissioner Gordon Nathan.
“We're reilerating that we are finan-
cially sound and we have opbons
that need 1o be looked at. We have

from the community, which
suppons the Moraga fire district in
its present form.”

Dick Olsen, a Moraga resident
and former fire commissioner who
was at the mesting, said he fears
county officials are moving the dis-
trict a siep closer o consolidation

with the Contra Costa Fire districl.

“] think this is a lotal back door
plan for consolidation,” he said.
“They know they can’t get the citi-
zens of Moraga to vote for consali-
dation, Every time we've had a tax
measure, the residents have sup-
poried it by two or three 10 one.”

Cooper's retirement makes him
one of three fire officials this month
— and one of four in recent months
— who hag retired from the Orinda
and Moraga districts.

Moraga Fire Marshal Les
Wandel and Orinda Assisiant Chiel
Walt Luibn retired Tuesday. Their

See RETIRE, Page 2




Firefighter of the Year Jake Casey.

Firefighter of the year commended
for his work with young people

By Karen Emanuel
Staff wrile

MORAGA — Jake Casey was confused when
he walked into what he thought was a party for a
fire commissioner and saw his grandson.

The 3-year-old was one of the guests — includ-
ing Casey's wife, son, daughter, Moraga firefight-
ers and fire commissioners — who surprised him at
a party honoring his selection as this year's Moraga
Firelighter of the Year,

"1 was shocked,” said Casey, 50, who has been
with the fire district 21 years. He was lured Lo the
March 11 celebration under the prelense it was in
recognition of a fire commissioner's years with the
district,

“T was off-duty and working on my laxes,”
Cascy said. “] wasn'l going 1o go, but they said [
would be the only one not there, When [ walked in
I thought, “what in the world is my grandson doing
bere?™

The annual award is presented to a firefighter
based on nominations from his or her peers which
are screencd by captains. The final selection is ap-
provied by the (ire chief,

“I'm honored that a majority of the people T
work with selected me,™ said Casey. "It surpasses
many things I could ask for in my job or career. It

really means a lot 1o me,”

Casey, who joined the Moraga disirict 21 years
ago, hecame a firefighter after leaving a law en-
forcement career as a Concord police officer. Glad
he made the change, he finds his firefighting career
rewarding and satisfying.

"There is a much different appreciation level,”
he: says.

Many who nominated him cited his work with
youth and children, He is popular with school and
day care groups that wour Lhe station,

“We get requests all the time for him w do the
lours,” says Fire Chief Cooper, noting Cisey's

firefighting sbilities and other skills including his

"unigue way in relating o young people.”
“It"s an honor 1o be selected by his peers, and |
completely agree with their selection,” Cooper said.
Agsisting his wife, who runs a pre-school and
his 20 years of (eaching Sunday school classes are
ways in which Casey has cultivated his skills with
young people,

"1 enjoy being with them and know 4 child’s
allention span,” Casey said. “It"'s a matter of get-
ting down to their level and talking about what
they can relate 0. We try 1o teach them what we do
but in a way that they don’t become learful,”

Conntros Coeda Frun
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Moraga firefighters Jon Holmes (left) and Don Romero stocked up with supplies from the grocery store

Town Loses Prized Fire Department

County supervisors wrest control of Moraga’s ‘pride and joy’

By Erin Hallissy
Chronitle Enst Bay Bureas

Residents of Moraga, a se-
cluded, upseanle Contra Costa
County town nestled helow the
East Bay hills, have leng held
their firefighters close to their
hearts and their pockethooks.

For almost 20 years, the people
of Moraga have paid extra taxes to
pay the costs of paramedic train-
ing for their fire department, mak-
ing their firefighters the only ones
in the county to provide such a
high quality of medical care.

Last November, Moraga resi-
dents voted 1o raise their property
taxes o make sure that the stale
budget crisis will not lead to any
cutbacks in thelr service, They do-
nate thousands of dollars annually
to a nonprofit foundation, called
Rescue One, which buys equip-
ment that the department would
atherwise have to forgo.

For many residents, however,
the rosy picture suddenly dimmed
Tuesday with a surprise move by
the county Board of Supervisors to
wrest the department from local
control put it in the hands of a cen-
tralized bureaucracy far from
Moraga. The move has stung the
people of Moraga.

“The {ire department is just the
pride l;lt} jay m a u]fmmunhi;
ty,"” said Jerry , who wor
with the Rescue One Poundation.
“We know the men, We know their
families"”

Local support has meant a fi-
nancially healthy fire disteict with
$1 million in reserves, making it
far different from other fire de-
partments throughout the state
now facing huge cutbacks because
of the state budget crisis.

The Board of Supervisors con-

does appear that the rug has been
pulled out from underneath us."

Moraga's Unique Needs

Dick Olsen, a Transamerica ex-
ecutive who has lived in Moraga
for 21 years, said that the new fire

‘administration knows nothing

about the unique needs of Moraga,
which is far from or hospitals
and accessible only by two-lane
country roads.

“These people need & map to

Tt certainly does appear that the rug has
been pulled out from underneath us’

— FIRE COMMISSION CHAIRMAN GORDON NATHAN

solidated the administrations of
five fire districts, placing them un-
der a single chief from the River.
view Fire District in Antioch. The

‘action coincided with the immedi|-

ate resignation of the acting Mora-
ga fire chief and the fire marshal,
along with resignations of fire
thiefs in the other affected fire de-
partments.

" All of these backdoor shenani-
gans have been going on without
consulting with us," said Gordon
Nathan, chairman of the Moraga
Fire Commission. “It certainly

even find out where Moraga Is,”
Olsen said.

Moraga residents are afraid
that their ample coffers will be
raided by the central administra-
tion 1o £l in budget gaps in other
areas where residents have turned

~down property tax measures for

fire services.

“l think there is a fear that
through one means or another ..
they could start to siphon off Hﬂr
aga's money,” Olsen said. "We feel
like colonists back in the time of
the Brits. It's another example of

taxation without effective repre-
sentation."

The supervisors' move was not
without warning, although it was
mli:tﬂgntﬂ:hhmm
agenda and caught many residents
ofl guard.

Last year, the board suggested
merging the Orinda and Moraga
fire departments, but backed off
after more than 2,000 letters of
protest flooded county offices. The
board has studied for months
whether to consolidate all the
county fire departments to save
sdministrative and fraining costs,
but the idea has met with resis-
tance from communities that want

10 keep local control.

Supervisar Tom Powers of
Richmond, who has backed consol-
idation as a way of saving money,
said the board might agree to guar-
antee that the extra tax dollars
raised in Moraga be used only in
Moraga and that the paramedic
service will not be changed under
a new administration, However, he
defended the board's action as nec-
essary and cost-conscious.

“We don't need to sit around
and ponder these things,” Powers
said. “In my opinion, consolidation
should have happened a HII.'I,E time
.Eﬂ' LL)
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officials brace
for the future

By Karen Emanuel
5ta? wrkar

MORAGA — Morzage fire com-
missioners tomomow will discoss
the possibility of creaing an inde-
pendent fire district, as well as ways
of prescrving the town's unigue
parmmedic progam and keeping the
self-imposad fire mx in Moraga.

The meeting is &1 7:30 p.m. April
# a1 the Moraga Fire Station, 1280
Moraga Way,

The meeging is in wake of & deci-
gion last wesk by the county Board
of Supervisors in which Moraga
wis forced o relinguish local man-
egement of the fire district.

The Board of Supervizors ap-
pointed Chief Allen Little of the
Riverview Fire Protection Dismict
acting chief for Moraga, Orinda and
tani Fire Bill Cullen of the Contra
Costa Fire District will gerve a5 acl-
ing sperafions chief for the fire dis-
wicls.

Lf r

When: 7:30 p.m. Thursday
Where: Moraga Fire Stalion
1280 Moraga Way

The temporary appoiniments,
officially called functional inlegra-
tion by county administrators, came
after the March 30 remgnation of
John Cooper.

Moraga chief resignation

Cooper, who headed the Orinda
and Moraga fire districts, and four
other county chiefs and assistant
chiels accepted an early retirement
incentive that will save the county
$635.000 but cost $400,000 for one
vear in reurement benefits,

The management change has
Morapa fire commissioners worricd
ebout possible plans for complete

See MORAGA, page 2

Shi
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Moraga Firefighter Paramedic Michele Godske puts away an EKG monitor, which was purchased
with community donations made to the Rescue One Foundation.

MORAGA

From Page 1

consalidation with the rest of the
county, 85 well as immediate and
longterm effects on the district’s
paramedic program and fireflow tax.

Moraga, which will have $1 mil-
lion in reserves before the purchase
of an ambulance, has a unique fund-
ing source in a district fireflow tax
passed by voters in 1981, Voters in-
creased the tax rate during
November's election.

Supervisor Jeff Smith, who rep-
resents Moraga and Orinda, on
Monduy called last week's board de-
cision "a @mporary cost-saving ma-
niauver 1o fill the chain of command™
left by Cooper’s retirement.

*1 want (o assure the peopie in
Mormga that none of the services
will be changed and that the fireflow
tax will stay in Moraga," Smith said.
Mavyor voices concerns

Moraga Mayor and Fire Com-
missioner Mayor Sue Moe said this
week the Board of Supervisors has
not fully considered the paramedic
service and the fircflow Lax.

Although the board can’t legally
ke any - fireflow \x ncome, she
warries about supervisors reducing
county funding because Moraga has
ils own income,

“AL some point the board will
fecl that becavse Moriga has the
fireflow tax for backfill, they will
redoce  our budger by more than
other districts,” Noe said, “What
hasn't been idnmimd_-is whal will
happen to the base property. laxes
Moraga receives, and any budget
cuts across the board.”

Forming an independent or new
ﬂ_

fire district is an option, sakd Noe,
She said a districl in which Moraga
and Orinda, or even all theegs
Lamorindad citics were integrated,
are opLions.

While formation of a district
with its Lamorinda neighbors may
be an option, fire commissioners say
forming & district with the larger
Contra Costa Fire District is nob.

Fire Commissiongr Gordon
MNathan believes the recent manage-
ment reorganiztion is a siep wwiird
consolidaton,

"We're pretty unhappy and
we're angry,” said Nathan, who has
represented Moraga on a 40-person
countywide task force that has met
in recent months 10 work on cutting
costs,

“We've tried 10 do everything
we can 10 help reotpanize and we
have been very patient,” Nathan
said, “The Board of Supervisors has
wanted this for several years— they
gol their way by stringing us along,"

Dick Qlsen, a longtime resident
and former fire commissioner, wor-
ries about the service 1o Moriga snd
the experience of the acting chiel
and assistant. He would have pre-
ferred that @ Morsga capiain serve as
acting assistant chief, as was recom-
mended by fire commissioners bul
rejected by supervisors,

“Neither have any experience
nnning a paramedic or ambulance
program,” Olson said. "The nearest
chief officer s in Pleasant Hill

Olsen is one of a number of
Moragans fighting county conzoli-
dation efforts,

Maintaining the quality of the
Moraga paramedic program, which
began in a grassroots effort more
than 20 years ago as a result of the
town's isolation from county para-
medics, is a primary concem,

The program started with an am-
bulance van purchased for $10,000

wilth community donations. There
are now ambulance and paramedic
units. Half of the 26-member
firefighting staff are trained as para-
medics and the other half as EMT]1-
A, which is the highest cmergency
training below a paramedic.

Rescue One :

The program is largely sup-
poried by Rescue One, a non-profit
foundation started in 1977, Since
then, the foundation has received
more than $65,000 in donations veed
to purchase equipment and supplies
for which conventional [unding is
unavailable,

A citizens 1ask force has- erga-
nized 1o fight for local management
and 1o support the districl

“There 15 a wonderful prags
foots movement here und everyone
is gering invelved,” said Jeanne
Kirsch, who has been involved in
fire and paramedic service 1ssues for
23 years and is a board director on
the Rescue One Foundation.

The task force is contacting
people and organizations in the com-
munity and mobilizing support for
the fire district.

“We're talking about our lives,
and the guality of our fives. This
community has pulled together ev-
ery time the county has tried 10 ruin
our sysiem. ™

CONTRA GOS1

> Moraga plans
7 on hiring

" consultant
for fire study

By KATHLEEN MACLAY

Sl wtiker

MORAGA — A consultant will be
hired 10 examine financing and or-
ganization of local fire protection
services and fufure options,

The Morage Town Council
agreed during a special session
Wednesday night to hire the Davis
Co, of Sacramento to do the study.

The five-member council tents-
tively-agreed to meet with the con-
sultant next week to further define
the project’s scope and determine
its costs.

About a dozen residents attended
the council session, voiting displea:
sure and distrust at recent actions
imvolving local and county fire pro-
tection.

Moraga is part of the Moraga
Fire Protection District, & county en-
tity that includes Moraga, part of
Orinda and some unincorporated
county territory, The district is con-
trolied by the county Board of Su-
pervisors, although a Moraga fire
commission advises the board.

The beard shook up Moraga and
ather communities last week by an-
nouncing early retiremént of two
fire chiefs and three assistant chiefs,
including the Moraga chief,

Many Moraga residents fear the
action 18 the start of & county effort
to erase the boundaries of the Mor-
aga fire district and weaken o high
level of fire protection and para-
medic service offered in the affluent
COmmunity.

Vice Mayor Al Desayer said
there is a lack of public trust in the
supérvisors regarding fire protec-
tion, and said Moraga's paramedic
service is important to residents.

"We somehow have fo control
that” and bring it under the town
umbrella if possible, he sald.

Moraga taxpayers supplement
their fire district's budget with a
fire-flow tax levied at the discretion
of its district commissioners,

Last November, Moragans voted
to increase the tax cap, which could
cosl an average homeowner up lo
$400 a year. Without the tax, the
district could not offer paramedic
service to the geographically isolat-
ed community.

Al we're doing at this point 15
gathering information;” said Coun-
cilman Michael Harris.

'l think it behooves us to go for-
wurd with & fact-finding mission,”
Mayor Sue Noe said.

Town Manager Ross Hubbard
sald Moraga had discussed the fire
service consultant idea with officials
in neighboring Orinda and Btie
but has not been able mmule
anything.



Moraga firefighters Jon Holmes (left) and Don Romeroe stocked up with supplies from the grocery store

Town Loses Prized Fire Department

County supervisors wrest cnn_ttol of Moraga’s “pride and joy’

Ey Erin Hallissy
Mmm:mm
eluded, upscale Contra Eaml
County town nestled below the
East Bay hills, have long held
their firefighters close to their

hearts and their pockethooks.

For almost 20 vears, the people
of Moraga have paid extrataxes to
pay the costs of paramedic train-
ing for their fire department, mak-
ing their firefighters the only ones
in the county to provide such a
high quality of medical care.

Last November, Moraga resi-

“dents voted to raise their property

taxes to make sure that the state
budget crisis will not lead to any
cutbacks in their service, They do-
nate thousands of dollars annually
to a nenprofit foundation, called
Rescue One, which buys equip-
ment that the department would
otherwise have to forgo,

Residents Are Stung

For many residents, however,
the rosy picture suddenly dimmed
Tuesday with & surprise move by
the county Board of Supervisors to
wrest the department {rom local
control put it in the hands of a cen-
tralized bureaucracy far from
Moraga. The move has stung the
people of Moraga.

“The fire department is just the
pride and joy of our a communi-
ty," said Jerry Meyer, who works
with the Rescue One Foundation,
“We know the men, We know their
Families."

Loecal support has meant a fi-
nancially healthy fire disteict with
$1 million In reserves, making it
far different from other fire de-
partments throughont the state
now facing huge cutbacks because
of the state hudget crisis.

The Board of Supervisors con

does nppear that the rug has been
pulled out from underneath us.”

Moroge's Unique Needs

Dick Olsen, a Transamerica ex-
ecutive who has lived in Moraga
for 21 years, said that the new fire
administration knows nothing
about the unique needs of Moraga,
which Is far from major hospitals
and accessible only by two-lane
country roads.

“These people need & map to

‘It certainly does appear that the rug has
been pulled out from underneath us’

— FIRE COMMISSION CHAIRMAN GORDON NATHAN

solidated the administrations of
five fire districts, placing them un-
der a single chief from the River-
view Fire District in Antioch. The

action calnclded with the Immed)-

ale resignation of the acting Mora-
ga fire chief and the fire marshal,
along with resignations of fire
chiefs in the other affected fire de-
partments.

*All of these backdoor shenani-
gans have been going on without
consulting with us,” sald Gordon
‘Nathan, chairman of the Moraga
Fire Commission. "It certainly

even {ind out where Moraga is"
Olsen said.

Moraga residemts are afraid
that their ample coffers will be
raided by the central administra-
tion 1o fill in budget gaps in other
areas where residents have turned

down property tax measures for

fire services.

“l think there is a fear that

through one means or another . ..
thn;.v could start to siphon off Mor-
aga's money," Olsen said. "We feel
like colonists back in the time of
the Brits. It's another example of

taxation without effective repre-
senta

The supervisors' move was not
without warning, although it was

not listed on the Tuesday mepting
agenda and caught many residents
off guard.

Last year, the board suggested
merging the Orinda and Moraga
fire departments, but backed off
after more than 2,000 letters of
protest flooded county offices. The
board has studied for months
whether to consolidate all the
county fire departments to save
administrative and training costs,
bit the idea has met with resis
tance from communities that want

‘1o keep loeal control.

Supervisor Tom Powers of
Richmond, who has backed consal-
idation a5 a way of saving money,
said the board might agree to guar-
antee that the extra tax dollars
ratsed in Moraga be used only in
Moraga and that the paramedic
service will not be changed under
a new administration. However, he
defended the board’s action as nec-

- pssary and cost-conscious.

“"We don't need to sit around
and ponder these things," Powers
said. "In my opinjon, consolidation
should have happened a long time
I,gﬂ."
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‘Moragans fired up
over loss of chief

By Karen Emanuel
Staff writar
MORAGA — Moragans tummed
out in force for several meetings last
week to discuss the fulure of the
district’s fire and paramedic service.
At a packed house Thursday,

Moraga fire commissioners, the

district’s recently appointed fire and
assistant fire chiefs and many
firefighters listened nearly two
hours 1o gquestions and comments.
Another meeting was held be-
fore the Town Council Wednesday.
Most speakers said Moraga had
no input in the recent county deci-
sion (o have one fire chief lead five
districts, mcludmx Orinda and
the change

and service and
Mammﬂmmﬂdmmﬂ
fire protection service,

Other l1op concemns are prolec-
tion of the town's paramedic pro-
grum — started by the community

Mnrm.'ﬂ:cy will
reduce the nalilrul' bm’sg:

more than 20 years ago — and fear
of losing or having to share the
district’s reserve money or other fire
district income from private sources.

Thursday’s meeting was prima-
rily to discuss impacts of the county
Board of Supervisors' March 30 de-
cision to appoint Chief Allen Little
of the Riverview Fire District and
Assistant Fire Chief Bill Cullen of
the Contrn Costa Fire District o
temporarily oversee the Moraga,

‘Orinda, Riverview, West County and

Contra Costa fire districts.

“This is dirty pool,” said one
man,

*We became 4 town 1o make our
own decisions — we have no con-
trol over what goes on his
Martinez,” the resident said.

Wednesday, wown council mem-
bers held a special mesting 1o deter-
will be in guiding the future of the

See CHIEF, Page 2



Moragans gathered in front of the county administration building in Martinez Tuesday to protest
the board of supervisors’ handling of fire issues. They used rolls of blue ribbon to symbolize their
fight.

CHIEF

From Page 1

fire district. The council has no
jurisdiction over the fire district,
which is wnder county juris-
diction, while the fire com-
mission has in the past acted as
an advisory board to the supervi-
s0rs.
Aboul g dozen residents were
at the meeting, which Moraga
Mayor and Fire Commissioner
Sue Noe called a “fact finding
mission.”

The council degided to hire
an independent consultant, the
Davis Company in Sacramento,
o prepare 4 report on various
town Ffire protection and
paramedic service options,
including separating the two ser-
vices, forming an independent
district or creating 8 district with
other Lamorinda cities,

Barbara Simpson, an orga-
nizer of a group of 25 residents
who picketed in Martinez last
week in protest of the supervi-
sors’ March 30 management
decision, questioned the authority
of the commissioners and criti-
cized No¢ for not requesting thal
Moraga be allowed lo hire its
awn chief.

Assistant Chief Cullen, who
met with the Moragn fire captains
and battalion chicfs, said neither
he or Little have plans to change

or disrupt the Moraga fire or
paramedic service. Personnel,
training, fire rucks, apparatus,
boundaries and the paramedic
program will remain as they are,
Cullen said.

“We arc sharing trying limes.
They intend 1o retain this pro-
gram and not divert funds to other
parts of the county,” he said.

Nevertheless, Moraga resi-
dents made it clear they fear the
management integration is a first
step to complete consolidation of
the district with others. They also
said they don't trust the supervi-
BSOS,

Opposition group formed

The recent management
change, which was made without
the knowledge or approval of the
commission, has spurred at least
one group to form in opposition
to county control of the district.

The group includes represen-
tatives of several Mormga organi-
zalions, four former Moraga
mayors and Jongtime residents
who have for many years been
involved in fire service and
paramedic programs are forming a
group independent of the council
and commission o look into fu-
ture options for the fire district.

The group has met once last
week and plans to meel this
week, said Dick Olsen, s former
fire commissioner.

“"One of the things we're
concerncd with is that there is no
teadership here in Moraga,” Ol-

son said. “There is money 10 fund
a chiel’s position — our view 15
that we have $1 million in re-
serve and the ability to raise §2.5
million a year."

Ellen Dale, who helped
mobilize the Martines protest and
is part of the citizens group, said
she and several others have
phoned many group and
organization in the area to discuss
the fire district situation and have
also heard from people who are
concemed.

“We've had more than 100
calls from people begide them-
selves — including an 80-year-
old woman who moved with her
hushand from Oakland for the
paramedic service,” she said,

U '

Simpson said she was upset
with Sue Noe for appearing to
“give in” and not ask for Mor-
aga’s own chief at a recent super-
Visors meeting.

Noe¢ said the board, in a
“reality check,” is atiémpting to
work within the frmmework of
whal is realistically obtainable.

“We've requested the ap-
pointment of an acling interim
chief,” now said. "It has gotien to
the point where we need 1o re-
quest what wo can realistically
ger”

Noe also said the county is
providing what will be basic
level of service that is equitable
throughout the county and has
not precluded any district obtain-
ing additional management.




COMMENT

Will Moraga-Orinda fire districts get burned?

County handling of fire

issues has some WDI‘I’IEd

The County Board of Supervi ns‘p]‘plems
moving full steam ahead toward co
county fire services.

Although the politically correct term for the
changes now under way is “functional integration"
instead of consolidation, this much is clear:

Orinda and Moraga no longer have a local
chief.

Instead, they share acting chief Allen Linde with
the Riverview, Central and West county fire dis-
tricts. Little has been the Riverview fire chief for
some time.,

County Supervisor Jeff Smith, who represents
Orinda and Moraga, says fears over loss of money
or equipment are unfounded. Orinda and Moraga
fire districts will continue to keep their own bud-
gets, equipment and boundaries despite sharing an
acting chief with three other fire districts.

But it's easy o see why so many residents are
finding it hard to maintain their trust in what the
county says when it comes 1o fire services.

First, there’s the way Litle's appoiniment o¢-
curred — behind closed doors, in a supervisors’
meeting closed to the public.

True, it's not unusual 10 decide upon personnel
matiers in closed session. But by not making an all-
out effort o notify the public ahead of time that
such a plan was being considered, the supervisors
continued to erode Moraga and Oninda residents’
already shaky confidence that they have their best
interests at heart.

Former Orinda-Moraga acting Chief John Coo-
per sent his letter of intent 1o accept an early retire-
ment package at least a week before the supervisors
made their March 30 decision. That was plenty of
time (o get the public involved.

Then there's the record created over the past
year, where Orinda and Moraga residents have
compromised on several important issues.

When Moraga's chief Ed Lucas retired more
than a year ago, Moragans agreed to delay appoini-
ment of 4 permanent chiel and acceptled acting
Chief John Cooper in his stead.

Later, when Orinda’s Chief Dave Evans retired,
both communities agreed to share Cooper as their
acting chief.

When they realized Cooper was preparing 10
resign, Moraga and Orinda fire officials asked the
county w appoint two local fire captaing as acting
chiefs on a rotating basis. Instead, the board ap-

poirted Little to head up five districts, saying it was
a mecessary cosi savings measure.

It's especially hard for Moragans to swallow the
cost savings cxplanation when the Moraga district
has a balanced budget and a healthy reserve.
Moragans have acted more than responsibly over

the years in their support of their beloved fire de-
partment and paramedic services.

As recently as last November, in an election
year when almost all tax proposals were resound-
ingly defeated, Moragans agreed lo provide more
money for fire services by raising the limit on their
fireflow tax.

Even if the state were to take away all special
district funding, the upper limit on Moraga's
fireflow tux would cover the gap.

Moragans and Orindans have gone that extra
mile when it comes 1o showing their concem for
fire services. More than any other district, residents

have attended numercus fire-related hearings in
Martinez. When the supervisors first broached the
conicept of consolidating fire services, more than
2,000 letters from these communities flooded the
Martinez board room — the most ever received on
a single issue,

In the last week, Chief Liule has been trying 1o
bridge the communication gap created by the su-
pervisors. He has come 1o Moraga © meet with
residents and appears 10 be approachable and ear-
nest in his desire 1o serve the communities.

But Little is not responsible lor the loss of trust
between Moraga and Orinda and their county
Board of Supervisors,

It is the supervisors themselves who have shut
out the very people who care so deeply about fire
services, and it is the supervisors themselves who
need (o repair the damaged lines of communica-
lon.
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Moraga picked a winner

Linda Borrelli’s hard work,
easy smile win her honors

Moraga residents picked a winner when
they nominated Linda Borrelli for Citizen of
the Year.

Borrelli's long list of communi
dimmed only by the brighmess
present smile.

Those who know her well describe her as an
“Ambassador of Goodwill” for Moraga, and
it's an accurate description,

Whether she’s speaking on behalf of fire
services before the county Board of Supervi-
sors or talking with voters while working on a
political campaign, Borrelli never loses her
WA Eraciousness.

Many Moragans have been touched by her
hard work duning the 24 years she's lived in
Moraga with her husband and two sons.

As a parent, she’s been active in

Campolindo s (8] the ts clubs
T o T e o

service 15
her ever-

os Perales, Joaquin oraga and
‘ampolindo. When her sons uated from
Campolindo, she was one of the band of par-
ents who produced the popular all-night gradu-
ation celebration on campus.

Borrelli’s been president of the Moraga Jun-
iors and the Mﬁa Service League, chaired
the town's Fo of July celebration and
worked tireicssl%un the Fiesta-de Moraga. On
the Parks and Recreation Commission, she
worked hard 10 make Moraga a more enjoyable
place to live. -

As one of the founders of Rescue One, she’s
play &{hﬁriﬁmgmlrpm in keeping hﬁag%ns
sale. The non-profil agency rdises money for
paramedic and fire s-:?-.griccs.

As a member of the Moraga Fire Commis-

\ sion, she further carries out her commitment to

\ the town's fire and saftriv;' services.
Add to this roundup her vears as director of

the Moraga Chamber of Commerce, efforts on
the Moraga baseball commission and with
American Legion baseball and work on St
Monica’s Church beard and you've got quite a
person.

Now it's time for the community to say

in Citizen of the Year

ambassador
of Goodwill

“Thank dﬁu," 1o this outstanding volunteer.

On May 13, friends and family will gather
at St. Mary’s Soda Center for an evening of
toasts, cheers and remembrances. Tickets are
$22.50 and may be reserved by calling Belinda
Laird at 932-1732.




Moraga fire commissioners explain how district works

From fire taxes to loss of
chief, issues change daily

The recent events surrounding the reorganizution of
the fire service programs in the five mert system dis-
tricts of Contra Costa County has prompted a brief ex-
planation of the process and how it will affect the
Moraga Fire Protection Districr

The MFPD is one of the five merit system districts,
aldhg with Orinda, Contm Costa Fire, Riverview and
West County. The county Board of Supervisors has com-
plete jurisdiction of the five merit sysiem districts.

The Moraga Fire District encompasses an ares of 25
square miles. The wwn of Momga covers nine sguare
miles within the district boundaries. The district takes in
a portion of southermn Orinda, Bollinger Canyon and the
community of Canyon. Approximaiely 6,800 dwellings
are included in the district, about 800 of which are oul-
side town limits.

The district is funded by property taxes, special dis-
trict augmentation funds from the state and a special
voter-approved fire flow tax.

The district is represented by a five member Board
of Commissioners appointed by the Board of Supervi-
sors. Four members represent the area within the town
limitg, one represents the remaining area of the district.
The responsibility of the commission is o review the
annual budpet and advise the Board of Supervisors of
any local issues pertaining to the district. The staif of the
fire district prepares the budget for the commission’s
review before it goes to the county for approval.

As a reaction to the probable cut in state funding for
local service distrigts, the Board of Supervisors initiated
a benefit assessment tax for all fire districts within their
jurisdiction, with the exception of the Moraga district.
Moraga has a fire flow tax 1o cover budget deficits.

The reaction of the residents of the other districts o
a possible increase in taxes led the supervisors o start
making cuts at the top, offering early retirements o
every chiel and assistant chief within the five merit dis-
tricts. Moraga and Orinda acting Chiel John Cooper and
Contra Costa Fire Chief Bill Maxfield accepied the carly
retirement. Orinda Fire Chief Dave Evans retired last
year and Orinda’s assistant Chief Walt Luihn accepred
carly retirement. West County contracts with Contra
Costa Fire for management services. Chiel Allen Linle
of Riverview District chose not to retire.

The regult is whit many believe has beéen the

county's agenda for the past few years in the reorganiza-
tipn of the fire service program, It must be noted that
when Moraga Chief Ed Lucas retired nearly two years
ago, the Board of Supervisors virtually ignored the con-
linucos requests of the Moraga Fire Commission 10 ad-
mimsier the chiel's exam for our district. They instead
appointed John Coaper to acting chief and in November
added the management of the Orinda district 1o his re-
sponsibilities, While the commission was requesting the
chief's exam, the Board of Supervisors asked us Lo pre-
pare 4 report on the functional integration of the Momga

-and Orinda districts. John Cooper spent 2 great deal of

time and encrgy compiling the report, only 1o have it
totally ignored by the Board of Supervisors,

As of today, the Moraga fire district personnel con-
tinue 10 operate the same as they have for the past sev-
eral years, offering the same high quality of service and
an excellent paramedic program. What has changed is
the “functional integration” at the management level.
Acting Chief Allen Litte is our interim chiel and assis-
tant Chief Bill Cullen of Contra Costa Fire is operations
manager. The Board of Supervisors has promised o
leave the paramadic program intact as well as the fire
flow wxing authority and the reserve fund which was
generated by the fire flow tax. They have also promised
the special equipment and supplied accumulated over
the years will remain in the district.

The Moraga district is in the black because of the
excellent management of the adminisiration and the
wonderful support of the community. Rescue | founda-
tion was founded in 1977 o provide financial support to
the paramedic program. Approximately $65,000 has

been donated for the purchase of special equipment and
supplies. In 1980, after passage of Proposition 13, resi-
dents overwhelmingly voted 1o tax themselves, if neces-
sary, for preservation of fire service and the paramedic
program. The fire Mow tax rate was based ata maximuom
of six cents per gatlon based on a fre How fommula; in
1992, the residents raised that © a 30 cent per gallon
muaximum rate. The fire flow tax revenues are (o be used
only for any Moraga Fire Distnct budget shortfall, The
mte is set-annually by the fire cormmission at a public
hearing. 1t has been wsed o purchase equipment and o
retrofit both fire stations for carthquake safety,

The annual budget of the fire district is about 53
million. Some 89 percent of the budgel comprises sala-
ries and benefits, the rest is allotted 10 operating ex-
penses.

We urge residents in the Moraga fire district 1o stay
informed of the reorganization process. The information
received by the district and commissioners changes al-
magt daily, For the past two years, commissioners have
been attending the Board of Supervisors meetings as fire
service is on the agenda. We have been very vocal in
speaking out for the preservation of our outstanding dis-
trict

The commission meets at 7:30 p.m. the second
Thursday of each month at 1280 Moraga Way. The pub-

lic is encouraged 10 anand.
Gordon Nathan

g Linda Borrelli
Sue Noa

Walt Tibbets

Art Comerford

Maoraga Fire Commission
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Sun phate/David Lowe
Moraga's Citizen of the Year Linda Borrelli was a founder of the town’s paramedic support group, Rescue One, and is a long-time
fire commissioner. Shown here with her are Capt. Rob Goodyear, paramedic Tim Bartolomei and firefighter Vince Matulich.

Linda Borrelli 1s Moraga Citizen of the Year

Recognized for support of fire and paramedic services

By Karen Emanuel
Saaft writar

MORAGA — When Linda
Borrelli got a phone call from
Morm Lino last week, the Moraga
fire commissioner thought he
probably wanted to discuss fire is-
sucs,

She was wrong.

Instead, Ling congratulated her
on her selection as this year's
Moraga Citizen aof the Year.

“I'm overwhelmed,” said Bor-
relli, surprised after leaming she
was the 1993 award recipiént

\ “This is exciting, and something |

II, never expecied. I'm honored.”

s

Borrelli was nominated for the
town's 15th annual award through
letters written by numerous
Moragans who have known her
and worked with her on volunteer
projects and organizations,

A committee of Lino, who is
president of the Moragn Valley
Kiwanis Club, Kaye Yost, who
received the 1992 award and Gayle
Vassar Melvin, managing editor
for the Contra Costa Sun, scréened
all nominations and unanimously
selecied Borrelli as the honoree,

Borrelli has been active in
gommunity, school, fire district
and sports groups during her 25

vears in Moraga.

But it was her guick smile and
ebvious care for the community as
much a5 any single involvement
which won her Citizen ol the Year
honors,

Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent Linda Gong calls Bomrelli a
“shining example of what com-
munity volunteerism is all about.”

“She has always put her effons
toward the betierment of the
community, and her fmgndly oul-
going nature makes her an ldeal
*Ambassador of Goodwill”, "
Gong said in her nominobion lot-
ter.

Whan: May 13

Why: To honor Linda Borrelli,
Moraga Citizen of the Year

Where: 5t. Mary's Soda Canter

How much: 522.50

Call; Befinda Balrd, 932-1732,

Baorrelli is one of the founders
of the Rescwe One Foundation
started in 1977 1o support the
town's fire and paramedic services.
She is currently serving her second
term a5 g member of the [ire dis-
trict's volunteer Board of Fire
Commissioners, which serves as

See CITIZEN, Page 2

Contizo Cosla Leens #-28- 327



Sen photo,/David Lows
Safety and rescue expert Dr. Ben Ho says senior citizens’ life experiences can make them ideal
participants in post-earthquake recovery.

Older residents could play key role
in earthquake survival, says expert

By Karen Emanuel
StafT writed

MORAGA — In a major carth-
quake Lamorinda seniors would be
called on 1o help,

They might be askad (0 go into
schools o calm students or stay with
children who might be without their
parents for hours or days, depending
on aceess across the Bay Broidpe and
10 other Bay Area locations.

But first they must be able o
take care of themseives, know how
o prepare themselves before, and
what to do during and afier, an earth-
quake,

That was the message of Dr. Ben
Ho, a Moraga resident who was the
guest speaker April 19 at a Moraga
Hacienda Seniors luncheon: His dis-
cussion and slide show was the first
i o serics of emergency prepared-
ness presentations sponsored by the
Rescoe One Foundation.

"Disagters are a part of our lives
— and an inescapable pant of our
lives™ said Ho, who has worked in
many emergency evacuation and
rescue situations including the col-
lapse of the Cypress Street overpass
during the Loma Prieta earthquake,
the Oakland hills fire and Hurricane
Aniki in Kauai.

“During the daytime, the major-
ity of the adult work force is at work
in San Francisco or Oakland, or
away from this community,” he wld
the senjors.

"We're relying on you, the
teachers in our schools and others 1o
help out in an emergency and with
our children,” he said. *You have the
practical common seénse experience
— yoit've been through World War

ATXTT

» Keep a

= If you wear pmcﬁpunn
eyeglasses, have an extra pair
*Have a battery o raxad
radio and flashlight, a
kit and T[ire e:tinguisher

= ki le water, at
per person for
three days

+ Know how to perform
motith-to-mouth resuscitation

During a quake

« Get under fumiture,

= Brace yourself in a door-
way

= Cover your head and
nick

I1, the depression and hard times,
You are adaptable and capable of
self-rescue.”

Ho, a medical advisor on many
state and regional search and rescue
organizalions, is &n -instrucior in
trauma life support, cardiac life sup-
port and combat medical care.

A retired Navy captain and
former chief eye surgeon at Oak
Knoll Naval Hospital in Oakland, he
was the senior eye surgeon the Per-
sian Gull war. He is a Moraga vol-
unteer paramedic and reserve police
officer.

Seniors are an unrecognized sur-
wival source who have been through
difficultics which make them ca-
pable of helping, Ho said.

Seniors are likely draw on their

pasts if necded o handle an emor-
gency as opposed 1o the baby
boomer generation, which is more
accusiomed o picking up their cel-
lular phones and using fax ma-
chines,

“Those with survival instincts —
including seniors — can survive,
and can help others,” Ho said.

Ho encouraged people o know
the basics of earthquake survival,
Basic information can be found in
the back of the yellow pages and
more through Red Cross informa-
tion.

Preparatory measures specific o
seniors include having a pair of
sturdy walking shoes, meadication
and extra pair of prescription eye
glasses at hand which might lost
needed in an emergency situation.

*Don't plan on going down to
the drug =iore 1o fill a prescription,”
Iz said,

Mearly 90 of the group’s 534
members, which is comprised of se-
niors from Lamonnda and neighbor-
ing cities, auended the meeting.
Many asked questions and talked
among themselves aflerward.

“The message is 1o be prepared,”
said Moraga resident Wilda Fajardo
after the presentation. “1 think we
need 1o get busy and form some
committee o look at these ideas. It
seems there is 8 ol wecan do.”

Iris Hart, chairwoman of the
Moraga Hacienda Seniors Book Re-
view Committee, said she found the
information presented useful.

“The hints he give us were won-
derful,” she said. *The who subject
was on how 10 bz self-sustained.”



- Orinda, Moraga join forces

fm fire service studL

By Emanuel
Stafy
and Orinda will share
ﬁuﬁaﬁuﬂﬂ?ﬂﬁmm
study 10 look into organizing and
wal fire service control in
both communities.

lhlﬂfvﬂuu."aﬁdﬂmﬂnm— :

¢ilman Jim Sweeny, “There are
some different aspects of the focus

because of our paramedic program
and the Orinda (proposed) assess-
ment fee.”

The eouncils from both cites are

~ Iooking into fire service aliematives

as @ result of recent management
changes made by the county Board
of Supervisors, which governs all
county fire districts incloding
Orinda and Moraga, and expecied
reductions in state fire service fund-
ing. .

Fire chief positions were elimi-
nated in the two districts and three
others in the county, which are now
under the command of one fire
chief. Income to county fire districts
'is also uncertain because of siate
proposals 1o shift an unknown
amount of money from fire service
to public schoals,

In Moraga, fire and town offi-
cinls. and residenis are concemed
gboul maintzining the level of ser-
vice in tha wown's fire and paramedic

5. The wown's firellow tax
assures the town of a temporary but
not long-term income source.

Orinda’s financial outlook is not
ns seoure, and the city could face the
‘elosure of a fire station without voter

of & benefil assessment fee
which ig on the June ballot. More
than 8 percent of Orinda's registered

volérs protested the proposed
$171 fee 1o bring it to the balloL

Michae! Davis, principal of The
Davis Company, will provide the
gities tnl'nrnﬁlimmamngr. of fire

So5-977

“I¢s their privilege as city
leaders to do a study.

Maybe the city’s studywill

turnup information others

won’t.”
—Orinda fire commissioner
Chuck Blua

service options available to the

mm Moraga communities to-

Moraga and Orinda ... however there
are also items of work in which only
one community is interested,” said
Davis in a letter w officials in both
cities,

The Moraga council asked for
for more analysis in the area of para-
medic services and ways in which
the wwn might improve local con-
trol. Orinda council members want
information on what the impacls
would be to existing services il a
station were to close.

When the Orinda council con-
sidered such a study two months ago
fire commissioners asked the city (o
wail until more information on the
future funding of the station was
available.

The county Board of Supervi-
sors since then launched a swdy of
fire county service, and a report
should be ready by the muddle of
May,

“I’s their privilege as city lead-
ers o do a study,” said Orinda Fire
Commissioner Chuck Blue, “Maybe
the city's study will twm up informa-
tion others won'L.

Dana Isherwood, who is heading
Orindans for Fair Taxation, a group
which opposes a proposed 5171 fire
service pssessment fee, said she is
Familiar with the scope of the fire
service and is not opposed 1oL

“Wht we are opposed o is that
the June election will take place be-
fore the study is done,” Isherwood
said. "The election is premature,”

Fire Districts Ask
Voters for New Taxes
To Protect Services

Officials warn that stations could close
if property assessment measures don’t pass

By Erin Halllssy
Chranicle Staff Writer

Offieials throughout the Bay
Area are warning voters that
firchouses may he closed, re-
spanse time Lo emergencies slow-
ed and property insurance pre-
miums increased if proposed fire
assessment Laxes fall at the bal-
lot hox on June 8.

About two dogzen districts from
Oakley to Menlo Park are seeking
new property assessments to make
up for budget gaps caused by state
raids on county coffers. The assess-
ments, which require a simple ma-
jority for approval, range from §38
a year in the Crockett-C. :
Fire Protection District ta $171 in
the Orinda Fire District.

The state took 1.3 hillion from
local governments last vear, and
Governor Wilson has threatened
1o take an additional $26 billion
this year to help solve the state's
chronie budget problems.

Fire officials say they have al-
ready reduced spending to the
bare minimum and there is no
room left for more cuts without
taking drastic measures, such as
closing down firehouses.

“We have no r:hui::n — we're
forced into this," said Menlo Park
Fire Chief Rick Tye. He warned
that two of the six fire stations
serving Menlo Park, East Pulo Al-
to, Atherton and unincorporated
Redwood City will be closed unless
voters approve the proposed as-
sesement,

"If ithe ballot measure) doesn't
pass, we'll shut down the stations,”
Tye said. “Government should lis-
len to the people.”

In Contra Costa County, 11 fire
:ﬂu:l:rk-huﬁ L

for commercial properties.

Allen Little, who Is acting chief
of five of the largest districts in
Contra Costa County, said that
without the assessments, half of
the stations may close.

“The conkequences will be se-
vere," he warned. “The small fires
will have a chance to grow into a
larger fire."

The longer response times may
lead insurance companies (o raise

Fire officials say
they have already
reduced spending to
the bare minimum

premiums, Little said. He added
that people in need of emergency
medical care may face life-threat-
ening delays in getting help from
firefighters, who often respond be-
fore ambulances arrive.
Firefighters have already be- %
gun campaigning door-to-door to |
convinge voters to approve the as- H-
said Mike Price, presi-
dent of the United Pra{mdnnﬂ!
Firefighters of Contra Costa Coun-
ty.

“The response has heen posi-
tive when we explain how long it's.
for" Price said, noting the pro.
posed assessment would be for on-
Iy one year. "When you're done an-
alyzing the costs, you find that it's
ﬁnnahle for the services provid-

Some opponents say that fire
departments should look at drop-,
!ﬁllam service rather than rais-

- Mhh&lm:uﬂnnuﬂghm
.attum time," said Albert Na-®

kai of Atherton, who owns a nurs-
ery in East Palo Alto. Under the

Contra Costa County has tried
1o make its fire assessments more

palatable to voters, said Supervisor
Sunne McPeak,

When first proposed in Janu-

‘ary, the taxes were as high as §407

FIRE: Page A12Col 1
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Linda Borrelli (third from right) with some of the “Dirty Dozen,"” a group of longtime friends.

Moraga honors Linda Borrelli

Friends and family fill Soda Center to

pay tribute to 15th Citiz

By Karen Emanuel
Staff writer

MORAGA — Friends and fam-
ily recognized Linda Borrelli as the
Citizen of the Year on Thursday,
showering her with plagues, a 10-
gallon hat, a unigue T-shirt and
hogs.

Bormelli was honored as the 15th
Citizen of the Year al a dinner held
at St Mary's College Soda Center

The longtime Moraga resident
has been invoived in the town fire
district and the Rescue One Founda-
tion, parks and recreation, schools

Guests at the dinner included
Borrelli's husband, Gary, sons,
David and Matt and other members
of her family plus more than 100
friends who socialized before dining
on lasagne, chicken, fresh veg-
clables and salads, A large caked

iced in pink and white spelled out

congratulations to Borredli,

Then the Moraga Community
Chorus started off the evening's en-
lertainment singing several songs
including “"Sunnyside of the Street”
and "Somewhere over the Rainbow”
with o bass and percussion actom-
paniment.

Tributes and teasing

The musical serenade was fol-
lowed with tributes and (easing from
Borrelli's many {riends.

Jerry Meyersaid she was thrilled
when she leaméd Borrelli received
the award.

“I had been on vacation, and

en of the Year

when [ reworned, it was the besi
homecoming 1've ever had,” said
Meyer, who with Borrelli was ong of
the first Rescue One Foundation
board of directors.

“We've atiended one thousand
meetings together, baked 1,500,033
cookies for open houses, learned
CPR, and ridden on old fire service
vehicles in parades together,” said
Meyers. “The board misses Linda
but we know she']l always be there,
just as she is for the town of
Moraga,”

Linda Gong, president of the
Moraga Chamber of Commerce,
thanked Borrelli for her friendship
and community involvement. She
also gave Borrelli a wrapped box
that contained a white cowboy hat.
Borelli, who was executive director
of the chamber for six years until
1991, is in charge of this year's an-
nual Roond-Up westem party and
chamber fund-raiser.
Like a cowboy

Gong compared Borrelli to a
cowhboy.

“You, like a cowboy, aré bold
and fearless,” said Gong. “You've
kept the wwn from wandering and
vou're definitely tending tp the
Round-LUp."”

State Assemblyman and Richand
Rainey thanked Borrelli, who left
her position with the chamber
work for his assembly campaign and
his wife Sue Rainey's campaign for
COUNtY supervisar,

*She ook a year out of her per-

gomal life 1o spend with the
Raineys,™ he snid.

“And you wonder why we have
budget problems,” he said, handing
hera Inrge commémorative plague
with the staie seal.

Rainey also read 8 leter of ap-
preciation from ULS. Congressman
Bill Baker, who was unable to atend
the dinner.

Moraga Mayor Sue Noe — who
earlier added her personal touch 1o
the evening in placing silver and
gold-foiled chocolate kisses on each
ubletop — gave Borrelli a plaque
on behalf of the council.

“It's not as fancy as the smte's,
but fancier than Congress's,” said
Noe, thanking Borrelli for “count-
less hours and years of dedication”
1o the town,

Moraga Fire Commigtioner
Gordon Wathen gave a plague to
Borrelli, who is a fire commissioner,
with an inscription fittingly en-

graved on a bright red plate.

“1 keep asking mysell ‘are we
having fun yet?" he ‘gaid, noting the
difficulties of the past 1 1/2 years in
fire district negotiations with the
county for Moraga control of the fire
district, “Yes, | think tonight we are
having fun."

Nathan noted his work on com-
munity projects with, Borrelli and
his wife, Gail.

“The hmh&nds‘n]wﬂys scemed
to get involved,” he said, recalling
when he was the procurement offi-
cer for 60 wns of sand in building
the Los Perales Elementary School
playground.

“Mr. Linda Borrelli”
Gary Borrelli had his wife and




Borrelli, an avid trail walker and
staunch believer in cleaning up
after one's pet, was given this
comical T-shirt by Claire Roth.

puests laughing with his perception
of his wife’s and his own commu-
nity involvement in Moraga: He said
he at refused w speak but then
changed his mind,

“1 really felt you should hear
from Mr. Linda Bomelli,” he said,
noting that his wife's first-ever com-
munity involvement started when
the couple moved to Moraga from
Ouakland 25 years ago.

Belore the move, she had been a
traditional wife who devoted most
of her time to her family. Once in
Moraga, she was constantly on the
go with community project, he said.

*[ still have not been able to fig-
ure oul what happened to her in go-
ing through the tunmel,” he said.

Borrelli said he, wo, has become
involved in Moraga through his
wife's activities,

*] forgot o ask if I'm on the
cleanup commitiee wnight,” he said,
and added that he would encourage
his wife to do everything she has
done again.

When Linda Borrelli got her
chance at the microphone, she said
she was overwhelmed.

“It's because of this type of
community -and the people 1 have
met | am stnding here,” she said.

"1 considér Moraga my home
wwn, and 8 community ‘thal has
brought me many happy memories,
Thank you for an evening | shall
néver [orger.”

ERETT T ————

The Borrelli family, from left, Gary, David, Linda and Matt.

Moraga Mayor Sue Noe and her husbdnd Gary shared a laugh at
the Citizen of the Year dinner. :
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Moraga firefighters Matt O'Brien, Chris Klein,
{h!ut‘hng] Bill Klement cnmpemd in the Fi "

- Buin mhuﬂ
Sean Perkins, Dennis Aquilina, and
refighter Combat Challenge. Vince Matulich,

Moraga ﬁreﬁghters place fourth
in statewide ‘Combat Challenge’

MORAGA —  Moraga
fircfighters placed a respectable
fourth among 33 wams through-
out California in the 1993
Firefighter Combat Challenge,
whu:h was held April 20 in San

Thls was the second yvear in'a
row the firefighters placed in the
event. Last year, firefighters

placed sccond in the event, which
fielded leams from only northern
Californiy.

Firclighters this year com-
peted against five-person teams
representing 33 fire districts,

The Combat Chullengn is a
national competition, and con-
lests are held in 12 stares. The
challenge tests firefighting skills

ifl a series of five timed events
including a five-floor stair climb
with a 50-pound fire hose, hoist-
ing the hose over a wwer, driving
@ 165-1b. beam into o huﬂdmg.
Firefighters then “rescue” a 175-
Ib, victim.

Moraga placed fourth overall
based on their combined times.

3

Moraga to examine fire issues

By Karen Emanuel
Staft writer

MORAGA — Two fire-related
meetings will take place this week,
as residents and town officials
grapple with ways to maintain fire
service levels in the face of almost-
certain county and state budget cuts.

Spurred by warries over the ef-
fects of a recent fire district manage-
ment consolidation, fire commis-
sioners, the town Council and a citi-
Zens group are laking an in-depth
Took at fire service issues,

Two months ago, the county
Board of Supervisors named an in-
terim chief for the Orinda, Moraga,
Contra Costa Fire District, West
County and Riverview fire districts,
More changes could be in store for
county fire districts as the county
looks for other ways 10 integrate fire
service and administrative responsi-
bilities.

Maoraga Town Council members
hired an indépendént consultant Lo
look at other ways of fire and para-
medic organization.

The consultant, Sacramento-
based Davis Company, will make an
initial presentation at a town council
workshop at 6 p.m. tonight. The
workshop and a council meeting set
for 7:30 p.m. will be held at Joaguin
Moraga Intermediate on Camino
Pablo.
meet Thursday o review next year's
fireflow tax rate and othér fire dis-
(rict isspes.

S-Rl- 93 Condiia

Fire service meetings

WHEN: §:00 tonight (councl)
7:30 p.m. Thursday (commission)

Commissioner Gordon Nathan
said the commission is not likely to
decided on a fireflow Lax rate recom-
mendation ot Thursday's meeting.

The commission has until the
last day in June to make a recom-
mendation to the county Board of
Supervisors, which sats the tax rale.
Cmmmmmmwiukkdywmmul

more i 8 known about next fsical
ym mhudgnmdlhumnum

of funding the fire district will re-
ceive, Nathan said.

The tax, which has been used
four imes since 1981, raises about
§80,000 for each cent at which it is
set. It was used this year, set at a six-
cent per fireflow unit rate, More
than two thirds of the necessary vol-
ers approved an increase 10 8 maxi-
mum rate of 30 cents last November,

Nathan said he plans to take a

"My preference is to not make
any recommendation until we sse
what will happen at the state and

L
county level, and until we know
what will happen 1o the special
distret funding,” he said.

The commission is also review-
ing whether to hire an on-site chief
fire official, a decision which would
be factored into the district’s budgel
and could affect the fireflow tax
rate, Nathan said.

“We need to discuss whether
Moraga will take measures (o fund
our pwn chiel,” Nathan gaid. *(Hav-
ing a Moraga chief) 13 what many of
the citizens: want. That's what we
want, and on several occasions have
asked for,”

A citizens group has met several
times in the past two months to oul-
line concerns pver future (ire district
operation, and has met with Supervi-
sor Jeff Smith, said Merle Gilliland,
who chaired a meeting last week.

The group. which includes
former  councilmembers  and
Moragans long involved in the fire
district’s’ non-profit Rescue One
Foundation, will make a formal rec-
ommendation to the Board of Super-
visors, Gilliland said.

Among top concems of the
group are that Moraga has an on-site
chief officer, maintains a
admimsirative siaff, and keeps its
same county income level despite
the district’s fireflow tax,

“We want o keep the fireflow
tax in Moraga and make sure
Moraga still gets its share of other
funds available,” Gilliland said.
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Flreﬁghters sick leave policy explain

By Sunne McPeak
ACT: In May 1991, long after
the county Initiated a revision
of the sick leave policy in

II.‘JEB. Fire Chief Willam Maxfiald
raised the issue of firefighler sick
leave abuse and requested an inves-

tigation, The Board of Supervisors
voted publicly to hire the law firm
iof Littler Mendelson to investigate
the matter.

Union leaders regard this law
firm as extremely anti-labor and
pro-management. The board was in-
lormed in early September 1991
that the law firm had completed its
investigation and did not find suffi-
cient evidence o support disciplin.
ary action against any firefighters.

Contrary to the implication in the
Times and the allegation by John
Stiglich, -an administrative fire offi-
cer, that the county halted the sick
leave study or eliminated his admin-
istrative position to block the sick
leave investigation, we did ingesti-
gate the firefighter matter using a
law firm regarded a5 hostile to labor
which found no grounds for any dis-
ciplinary action,

This was all before budget con-
straints caused County Adminstira-
tor Phil Batchelor and Maxfield to
recommend eliminating the Stiglich

position, Incidentally, I was not
aware that Stiglich had ever been
involved in a sick leave study within
the fire department, and the board
was never told about it. It was not a
factor in the budget reductions in-
volving his administrative position,

BFACT: A year later, in Septem-
ber 1982, the board becameé aware
that a letter had been senf by Max-
field to selected firefighters unilater-
ally setting forth certain sick leave
rules that have never been negotiat.
ed with the union. This was done
without the approval of the board
and contrary to the procedures out-
lined by the county administrator in
his April directive.

Also, the letter was sent just two
weeks after Maxfield's management
team had met with the firefighters
al thelr request to discuss sick leave
matters, but no ane mentioned they
were doing another sick leave study
and intended to send another letter,
This is not the way Io foster good
employee-emplover relations.

The chief's letter further instruct-
ed firefighters to report to Stiglich
{not the fire district’s personngl offi-
cer or the county’s personnel de-
pariment as was the established
procedure}. This, of course, was
taken as an insult to the firefighters

because of the Stiglich lawsugir and
negotiated sertlement that reinstat-
&d his administrative position.

The board, therefore, directed
the county administrator to overses
all sick leave matters for every de-
partment and fo continue o aggres-
sively implement the board's earlier
decisions on sick leave.

BFACT: In order to make sure
all the recent sick leave matters, in-
cluding the letters sent oul by the
fire district, could be addressed in
public, | requested that the lssue by
scheduled for the Sepl. 22 agenda
That was a month befure the Times
story was published

The item was fully discussed
publicly, and anyone who wanted to
make allegations could have stated

so diretly to the board instead of

verbally sniping in the Times® story.

A review of the tape of that meet-
ing will reveal that none of these
wild accustations was asserted then.
However, a representative of Local
1230 did artend the meeting and tes-
tified that the union was willing to
meet and confer about sick leave
and did not condone or promote
ahuse of sick lzave.

W EACT: Al thal meeting, we did
underscore the need to assure eme
plovees that our family leave policy

is not to be undermined as we im-
plement the new sick leave proce-
dures. We strongly support family
leave and want our employess to
know they are allowed to use sick
leave for the birth or adoption of a
child, the illness ol a child, or e il
ness of a dependent parent.

This policy has beercin place for
several years in Contra Costa Coun-
ty. and we do not want o convey o
employees any change in that posi-
tion as we pursue actions to prevent
sick leave abuse.

I also emphasized this point o
the Times, and it was never men-
Honed in the story. This was impor-
tant because the fire district did not
address the relationship of family
leave to sick leave.

If the above facts had been in-
¢luded in the sick leave story, read-
ers would have a much different im-

ression of the truth. Because of the
imes’ story, firefighters have had a
ow cast on their dedicated ser-
vice, and the countv's well-estab-
lished efforts to negotiate and im-
plement new sick leave policies and
to prevent sick leave abuse have
been called into question.
Sunne Wright McPeak iz a Contra
Costa County supervisor

E PMII. [Ill amsm

McClatchy News Service
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County fire captain answers critical questions about sick leave

By Henry Warren
5 & fire captain with Contra
Costa County Fire Protection
District, | would like to on-
swer some  questions that friends
and nelghbors have asked me fol-
lowing the Times™ Oct. 21 article
about Central County firefighiers’
ise of sick leave.
_ W Question: Ig it true that the fire
Jistrict could save $148,000 a year if
wery firefighter used one less day
f sick leave?

B Answer; No. Firefighters are
jot recalled sach and every time
hat a fellow firefighter is sick, in-
wred or on vacation. Firefighters
ire recalled only to maintain the
ninimum daliy staffing of 61 per-
gnnel. When firefighters work in
xcess of their normal 56-hour wark
veel, federal law does require that
hey are paid 1Y times their regular
wage. However, [0 suggest that ey
v sick leave day eliminated would
ave money s wrong. There are

miany days each year that up to nine
firefighters can call in sick and no
one is recalled and no cest is
incurred.

W Cuestion: 18 it really necessary
to maintain a certaln minimum
staffing level every day?

B Answer: Yes. Since Proposition
13 passed in 1978, county workers
in every department have assumed
larger workloads with stable or de-
clining numbers of employees, The
county's fire suppression forces are
no exception. The mimimum staffing
levels to provide fire and emergency
medical services were established
for the safety of the public and the
safety of the firefighters,

Our fire district has added just
three on-duty firefighters in the past
20y years. During that period the dis-
trict has grown to serve 185 square
miles of residential, commercial, in-
dustrial and wildland aress in Cen-
tral County. The population served
by the district has increased by

100,000, and the number of re-
sponses to calls has tripled to 18,000
per year,

B Question: s the Times' com-
parision of sick leave usage in dif
ferent districts significant?

B Answer: In the absence of &
detailed anaylsis, no. On Sept. 22
the county's Personnel
was specifically directed by the
Board of Supervisors to consider
“mitigating factors" when reviewing
sick leave usage in counly de.
partments.

Characterizations made by the
Times clearly show that this has noj
been done for fire districts by the
administrators guoted in the Oct. 2]
article.

Oalkland firefighters’ rate of sick
leave use was cited for
However, the article failed to men.
tion that while local firefighters reg-
ubarly wark three 24-hour shifts in a

ﬁye-dax period. Oakland firefighters

are never scheduled to work muore

than rwo shifis in any five-day peri-
od Italsp-went unreported that, un-
like Dakland firefighters, county fir-
efighters are allowed to use sick
leave to care for their sick childien
and family and to deal with deaths.

B Question: How could the num-
ber of responses to emergencies af-
fect the use of sick leave?

B Answer: The article implicitly
criticized Contra Costa County Fire
District firefighters for using one
mare shift of sick leave each year
than Orinda firefighters.

An important distinction, howev-
er, 18 that crews nt some of Contra

yCosta County Fire District’s individ-

il ‘stations respond to mare calls
each vear than the five Orinda and
Moraga fire stations combined. This
activity level necessarily means
mOre exposure (o communicable
disease, less sleep, more stress, and
a higher chance of injury.

B Question: Is there some
scheme: for firefighters to call in

sick when they are not?

W Answer: Absolutely not. It is
unfortunate that an allegation to
that effect made Page 1 of the
*“Times," while the fact that ‘'district
administrators say they have no evi-
dence that such a ruse is wide-
spréad or even exists” did not ap-
pear until the last column of the
article on Page 10,

M Question: 5o is the big jump in
overtime described in the article
really due to problems with fire-
lighter morale

EAnswer; No. The article says
Fire Chief Willlam Maxfield "first
reported the problem to county su-
pervisors and top administrators in
early 1991." However, neither the
fire district nor the county has ever
formally addressed this issue with
our labor union.

On Sept. 22, the Board of Super-
visors specifically directed the Per-
sonnel Department to contact em-
ployee organizations to review the

sick leave tssue. One month later,
we have yet to hear from the Per-
sonnel Department to schedule a
meeting to discuss the matter. This
is not a firefighter problem. This is
net @ union problem. This is an ad-
ministrative problem.

The taxpayvers in this county
should know that they have a con-
scientious and dedicated firefighter
workforce. We love our job and are
proud to serve Contra Costa Coun-
ty. In these difficult times, we fire-
fighters will continue to do our best
to provide the service snd protec-
tion that the citizens expect and
desarve.

Henry Warren is a fire captain with
the Contra Costa Coaunty Fire Pro-
tection District, He is the depart-
ment representative of the United
Professional Firefighters of Contra
Costa County, IAFF Local 1230,
serving his fourth elected term.
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The Retirement of

JOAN COOPER

Fire Chief

Yoraga Fire Protection District

1971 - 1993

Tuesday, June I5 Saint Hary’s College
No Host Bar 6:00 P Soda Center
Dinner Served 7:30 PY Horaga, (4

Fnlrees: Choice of Chicken Cordon Bleu or London Broil

$30.00 Per person: includes entree, tax, tip, &, at Jonn's request, a domation to Rescue [ for

nev ambulance in lieu of a gift.

= = . . - . . 2 .

Please return this portion with vour pavment.

[ ) I/We will attend | | I/We won't be aule to afl
( } I have a presentation

Name (please print) Entree Choice

Name (please print) Entree Cholce

e

FAIR'S FAIR.

When former Moraga Fire Chief John Cooper
retired recently, he turned down the offer of a
retirement Lrip. '

Always thinking of the good of the team,
Cooper asked instead that the money be put toward
the purchase of a new town ambulance. -

Now he and wife Judi have won a irip o Maui
through the Moraga Playhouse Foundation Raffle.

It couldn't have happened 10 a more decent guy,

The trip was donated by Marcia Cutier and Bey
Hogan of Lamorinda Travel. Proceeds from the
raffle will go toward paying Playhouse's 1993-94
season,

According 10 Moraga fire officials, donations
toward the ambulance as a well deserved thank you
o Cooper exceeded :

SEOOD
Day time telephone TOTAL ENCLOL & ~-FB- v WM -i"%-n.r

RESERVATIONS HUST BE RECEIVED BY: JUNE 3, 1993

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: John Cooper Retirement Dinner
MAIL TO: Moraga Fire District, 1280 Moraga Way, Moraga, CA 94556

ATTENTION: ANDI




iOt'mda, Moraga could get new joint fire officer according

Karen Emanuel ﬂnmﬂmnﬁiﬁf ‘who oversees
Staff writas
. Moraga and Orinda fire districts ~ county.
.mﬂnmmm:{
;ﬁqﬂnmyswﬂmswnam
- gutting plan that would reduce
mmmmmum

firefighter positions intact.

 The chief officer would report to

] i

The report states that 10 percent

budget cuts would be made in

county fire service by further elimi-
nating and

. merging management,
There would be no fire siation clo-

have expressed concem over
hvh;mmmahn{m

WMMﬂmw
the recommendation.

and Orinda have va-
cant positions that haven't been
filled,” said Fuc Marshall Ron Gar-
tant chiel positions in Orinda and

Moraga fire commission
to consider new tax rate

By Stephanie Roberts
STAFF WRITER

Moraga Fire Commissiopers will
mmwﬂynmu&dhwm
o the Board of Supervisors for

“The amount of the proposed tax has
not yet been decided, due to the
undetermined state budgeL

‘H‘mm‘mg;::lmdubdfm?:ﬁﬂ

nt the Moraga Fire Station, is open
mmummmmm
Gordon Nathan stresses that the
public’s input and suggestions are
wekome,

“Nobody likes to tlk about axes ...
butit's a very serious situation we all
face,” said Nathan. “We need w0
maintain a high level of sérvice.”

Mayor Sue Noe, who is also a
member of the Fire Commission, said
the woter-spproved mx is upsed (o
mainiain fire service and o safegoard
the paramedic program. She added that

b&-A3-93

ConTias Caas Luns

mmmrm HEARING

What: 1o set tax mte
When: 7:30 p.m. Thursday
Mwﬁm&aﬂm

the town has been “very conservative
with the fireflow tax in the past and
wishes 10 maintin that type of attitude.”
The previous fireflow tax had a
maximum of six cents per gallon, but it
mmdmﬂ;:hfﬁmmﬁﬂ
cents per gallon. The tax is based on
how much water a particular square
footage would need in the event ut'a
f-'e.'Ibe;mmmlhmwhmI;mud
is determined by commissioners and
approved by the county supervisors,

Fireflow tax money purchases
include an  ambulance

behind the Momga Way station for
training and equipment. The tax has
also boosted the district’s reserves,

o Roberts
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The

less ghfu.l than ::puulﬁl.

Morsga Fire Commission ﬂmhmﬂmmmmm
mﬁnmlﬂmﬂ'nnﬂdﬂ'ww fow tax was ”W“‘

to coun

Mwmm:wmﬁumﬂ
position in Moraga.

Garland said the chief officer
proposal is in part due to the actions
of Moraga residents who have cam-
paigned for an on-site chief since the
1992 retirement of Chiel Ed Lucas,

““Tt seems 1o be a very reasonable

~ 93 Condria Conla

ty 1
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FROM PAGE 1 |

*“The community has givenus 3 mined
voie of confidence 1o do the right
m—lmﬂmfﬂimhm h!ﬂl
ing money in the bank,” he said.

mm“mmﬁmm!ym
mhm&nmmwwmm-

tax, if notneeded for rescue from bud-
get disaster, may be used 1o purchase
imwmmﬁmﬂ:m

in use now, and
to repave the training site at the

mm&wmm

has final say on mmm
expecied 10

.ﬁ:w mmmm

by the end of July.



Lamorinda ready

Leave pyrotechnics
safely to the experts

Lameorinda will break out the red, white and
blue for an old fashioned Fourth of July, complete
withpancake breakfasts, a community parade,
music performances and pie tastng.

And of course, nothing says Fourth of July like
fireworks. The sight of colored plumes bursting
in the air and the accompanying “oohs” and
“aahs" of the crowd are part of the American tra-
dition of recognizing Independence Day.

In these tight financial times, not many com-
munities are eager 10 loosen their purse strings for
fum, but the Moraga community has done just
that, The town will put on the annual light show
which, after a 13-year hiatus, will make it the
show's fourth year.

A big thank you goes out to residents and
groups in Moraga for the show that will go on at
9:30 p.m. Sunday.

The community donated more than $7,000 1o
ward the light sht:-w by aEurd'musmg rockets for
$22.06 after town offici ked residents to foot
half of the $10,000 bill. The remaining costs will
come from town coffers. Rockets will be set off
into the sky from the Moraga Country Club, af-
ter a 6:30 p.m. performance by the Lamorinda
Community Band atthe Moraga Commons
Bandshell.

Back on the ground, keep in mind that fire-
works are illegal in all of Contra Costa County,

In addition to dangers of personal injury,
sparks from firecrackers and other illegal fire-
works can lead to disaster. Setting them off can
result in police citations, injury or a firestorm in
the Lamorinda hills, where heavy rains of the past
vear and recent heat have resulted in an extraor-
dinary amount of dry grass.

Fire officials are waming people to be cau-
tious, to let the fireworks show be handled by pro-
fessionals and to properly dispose of ashes from
barbecues.

for a spectacular Fourth

I alw ays gef
sen‘r:menfa[

wheh we
celebrate Sam's

blﬂ'hduy !
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Four small brush fires were reportad in Orinda
last week, and fire officials there are warning that
sparks from fireworks are hazardous and danger-
ous. Two years ago, Moraga had a small brush

fire as a result of ence Day celebrations,

It's best to let the expents handle the pyrotech-
nics, The town in the past has had the show well
under control, with professionals setting off rock-
ets and town staff, fire and police officials assist-
ing with the event.

The town will close Moraga Way between St.
Andrews Drive and Country Club Drive for
about three hours starting at 7:30 p.m. Traffic will
be rerouted off Moraga Way onto Camino
Ricardo from Hardy Drive.

Sunday's Fourth of July events are listed on
Page 5, and a history of Orinda’s pick-up band on
Page 16. Be safe, relax and enjoy Lamorinda’s
Fourth of July events and the spectacular light
show.

—
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| - Maraga and Orinda fire districts  county.
mﬂum a shared Chief Officer il

the current fire chief, who oversees

The report states that 10 percent  who have

five fire districts throughout the budget cuts would be made in nmhrhgmmmurhmﬂn position in Moraga.

T proposal i ncudd 1 raing and i, mamagemen. o e e

|| Wﬂ:mﬂw;dm ﬂ-amtr&cmmnm- There would be no fire station clo-
mﬁ%hﬂma - ) S sures, but 29 administrative and  cant positions that haven't been of
firefighter positions intact.

cuss the report and could approve it county would be eliminated.
. The chiel officer would report 0 Tuesday. ' ;

Moraga fire commission
to consider new tax rate

By Stephanle Roberts
STAFF WRITER

MORAGA FIRE TAX HEARING

mpFueCmmmwdl
m'l‘lu:hru: a fireflow tax
the Board of Supurvhnx for

The amount of the proposed tax has
not yet been decided, due to the
undelermined siale budgel

The meeling, scheduled for 7:30
p-m. at the Moraga Fire Station, is open
1o the public. Fire Commission Chair
Gordon Nathan stresses that the
public's input and suggestions are
welcome,

“Nobody likes 1o talk about taxes ...

&-£3- 43

maintain 8 high level of service.”
Mayor Sue Noe, who is also a
‘member of the Fire Commission, sad
the voler-approved x is used o
‘maintain fire service and (o safepuard
the paramedic program. She added that

cﬂmmm

but it's & very serious situation weall
face,” said Nathan. “We need 0

Whnat: Hearing o Set lax e
When: 7:30 p.m. Thursday
Where: Mormga Fire Station

ﬂmmtmbum“\wmm
wiﬂtﬂ'nﬂreﬁuwmiumcpnﬂm
wishes (o maintain that type of attitude.”
The previous fireflow tax hula
maximum of six cents per
was increased in the last m
cents per gallon. The tix uhuedm
how much water a particulir square
footage would need in the event of a
MMmummmm

Maraga fire tax stays steady

lhphn'll! Roberts Withm:mhdmblwbmq
B’ WRITER less E;mﬁll than expected, Mike
ve ser-

George, chief
mmmcmmm m&l‘ﬂwﬁmdﬁmmwﬁe
mmmhfvmd‘lhmﬁrw_”_ flow tax was not imperative.

the fire flow tax at six cenl j‘# . unmm:u 'I:ulb
lon, despite volers approving a 30- Wh

ber. .4 lhﬁbﬂuwmﬂ}ﬁxmwgﬂ-

.‘-Mﬁﬂmmwmmw‘ MMMWEMW

next yenr we-can lower

. Mmdﬂmmlhil."ﬂnewd.

e good  Nathan said having the fire flow tax

cting this year will assure a contingency in

: * case further budget probiems for the
SueNoesaid,  stale o county oecur.

L See TAX, Back Page

Maoraga Way fire station.
Nathan sdded that thisis c
mmﬂlﬂmﬁ.ﬂmlﬁwmmm
7 the urun.
*“The community has given us a mmmmmﬂm
voie of confidence to do the right mﬂbﬂﬁnmmhﬁ

thing —1 think the right thing is hav- of water

ing money in the bank,” he said. mmﬂﬁﬂnmmaﬂmdtﬂb
 The revenue from the fire flow

tax, if notneeded for rescue from bud-

get disaster, may be used to purchase

anew [ire engine to replace the almost aﬂs ise.q:m:i
23-year-old pumper in use now, and on the proposed
lurepa\remeunnmgmutm by the end of July.

expressed concem over Mmmﬂ:vmﬁmnmahﬂ

Garland said the chiel officer
mmmmwm proposal is in part due (o the actions
: . residents who have

and  of Supervisors is scheduled to dis-  tachnical positions throughout the  filled” said Fuc Marshall Ron Gar-  paigned mmwﬂm
land. They includz chief and assis- Immlafmﬂﬂm

Local fire officials and others (ant chiel positicns in Orinda and “It seems 10 be a very reasonable

bﬂndaa Moraga could get new joint fire officer accordmg to county

Kaunﬂmanuel




By Karen Emanuel
STAFF WRITER

MORAGA — Two Momga
fircfighters who won medals at a
stalewide firefighier’s
competition had their rescue
skills put 1o the test when they
arrived ai a serious car accident on
Interstate 5.

Firelighter Dennis Aquilina
and Ken Consiglio, a senior
firefighter and paramedic, were
returning from the annual
Fircfighter's Olympic Games in
Bakersfield on June 24 when they
arrived at a iwoe-car accident near
Patierson.

The two had represented the
fire district in track and weight
¢ lifting at a competition for
¢ [firelighters from all over the
¢ state. Consiglio earmed a gold

medal in power Lifting and a
“ilver in the bench press
‘minpetition. Aquilina compeled

come to the rescue on

in track and field, and won a gold
medal in the 1500 meter race.

Long before they reached
Moraga om their return, they
resumied their professional skills:

Driving home the afternoon
after the competition, which
included bike racing, soceer,
basketball, softhall and other
evenls, they amrived at the
accident scenk.

A California Highway Patrol
officer was attending an injured
man in & car on the highway
when they arrived. The Moraga
firefighters spotied an injured
man laying in weeds down an
embankment. His car, said the
fircfighicrs, appeared o have
rolled several times and was
further down the embankment.

*An officer was on the scene
with the man on the highway,
but the other one was over the
embankment. It looked like he
had been ejecied from the car,”

HAREN EMANUEL /SUN

Moraga firefighters Ken Consiglio, left, and Dennis Aquilina admire the medals they won at the
Firefighter's Olympic Games in Bakersfield.

Prize-winning Moraga firefighters

trip home

said Consiglio.

The two remained with the
man until rescue workers arrived,
and Congsiglio gave his report 1o
medics: The Moraga firelighiers
assisted Central Valley
firefighters in getting the man
onto a strétcher and onto Med
Flight, which Mew the man o a
Muodesto hospital, The other man
driver was also airlilted in a
separle helicopier.

The incident wasn't the first
and won't likely be the last time
they have offered assistance at an
accident scene while off duty,

Consiglio was once on his
wany 1o Loke Tahoe once and
assisted at an accident once in
which a senior 1our bus crashed.

"It happens every once in a
while,” said ‘Aquilina, who has
assisted at accidents on Hwy 4 in
the past. “It just depends who
else is at the scene, who they are
and whether they need help.”




Area bikers travel
to Harley festival

By Karen Emanuel
STAFF WRITER

MORAGA — Three Lamonnda
residents rode their “hogs™ to Mil-
waukee in style Iast month 10 join
65,000 bikers for the 90th Harley-
Davidson anniversary.

In the storage compartment of a
Santa Clara friend’s bright red and
shiny chrome Harley was a
cappuceing machine.

Gordon Nathan of Moraga,
Lafayetie residents Bob and Dolores
Lobenberg and Angelo Tamassi of
Santa Clara brewed coffee at the end
of each day 's drive.

Several of those days were chilly
rides in rain and hail and over snow-
covered mouniain passes 'when tem-
peratures dipped to 20 degrees.

They wrapped their hunds and
feet with duct tape 10 warm, jour-
neyed through windy Winnemucca
Nevada, rainy Salt Lake City, Utah,
and snowy Buffalo Wyoming,

Degpite a breakdown near Des
Moines, lowa, they arrived in Mil-
winkee along with hundreds of thou-
sunds ol leather and denim-clad
Harley Owners Group members cel-
ebrating the anniversary of the only
remaining American motorcycle
builder, The coffee machine was cast
aside until the retum trip home,

“The trip to Milwaukes was a trip
of alifetime,” said Nathan, a moraga
resident who heads the emergency
road service department for the Cali-
fornia State Automobile Association
and is a Moraga Fire Commissioner.

Nathan brought back stories
about the journey, the anniversary
celebration and more T-shirts from
Harley dealers than he knows what to
with.

. "Tt"s the thing to do," snid Nathan,
who has ridden Harleys for 30 years.

“Everyone patronizes all the Harley
dealerships, and the dealers are all
expecting us.”

Mathin, who three vears ago jour-
neyed o0 the 30th anniversary of the
South Dakota Sturgess motorgycle
rally, says the Milwaukee gathering is
a1 must for Harley riders,

“It’s sort of like a marathon runner
who has 1o go 10 Bosion sometime in
his life,” he said.

On June 12 the four friends joined
the parade down Highway 94 along
with aboul 63,000 other Harley riders.,
The parade closed traffic for six hours
and drew 100,000 spectators.

Each rider paid 525 o enter the
parade, which went 1o the Muscular
Dystrophy  Association. Harley-
Davidstm is one of 16 national corpo-
rale sponsors of the MDA,

“People lined the streets and il
was as if the whale state had come out
1o celebrate," siid Bob Lobenberg, a
former race car driver who works for
a business that puts computer equip-
ment on race cars.

“It made one feel as if they
thought the president was coming
through town. People were waving
fiags, cheering, slapping five and agk-
ing for autographs,” he said, as they
rodde ahout two miles per hour along
the parade route.

His wife Dolores, who rode onthe
back of the Harley her hushand drove
scross the country and in the parade,
says she would repeat the mip.

“Tt was a great experience, and 1'd
do it again,"” said Dolores, adding that
she started nding o join her husband
in his passion and hobby. "He's been
riding since 1968, and | decided 1
could =it at home or join him."

Gordon Nathan, Angelo Tomassi, Bob and Dolores Lobenberg rode their Harley-Davidson to Milwaukee where they joined tl"ncusm of other
bikers for the motorcycle company’s 90th anniversary celebration.

most nders, she dons leather when
nding her metoreycle.

UnitedStates.
It was a combination of the two

The trip was ideal, she said, be-  things we wanted 10 do,” she said. gether,

cause she and her hushand love riding
their Harley and wanted to see the

Tomassi, a Santa Clar resident
who owns lowing companies in tha

city and San Jose, met Nathan
through contract work they do to-

With the coffee machine and a
cellular phone on his bike, he says he

was asked on the inp because of the
tovs he carmies.
“When Bob realized T had a

See BIKERS, Page '

Talking about her trip last week at E 3
the end of a work day, the execuolive
with a graphic communications com- my
pany wore a business suit, But like

e ansIVErSATY fits-

tival ok pinu: al Summierfest Park

I've never really béen into the Harley
Owniers Group, oneof the hog mem-
bers. But I definitely am now.™
According to statistics provided
by the compuany, Harley riders are
stightly older than avérdge motor-
cyclenders al age 38 versus 31, muke
slightly more money with houschold
incomes of $43, 100 versus 533,200,

4 WOITan.

The foursome fit in with many of
those characteristics, and especially
age, pointed 0w Bob Lobenberg, who
i542, Nathan is 30, Tomassi 547 and
Dolores is 41,

"Thats how wedecided who paid
for gas,” be said, noting that the old-
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By Rajiv Chandrasekaran
STAFF WRITER

way Lo provide fire protection, the

Board of Supervisors last
week ordered a study into consolidat-
ing Contra Costa’s five fire districts,
h:hﬂgmdumlmﬂ
cities.

By asking county staff to come up
with several merger proposals, the
supervisors effectively declared their
intent 1o move forward with the hoty
debated mam

Under consolidation, stations
| Central Wﬂuﬂﬁﬂw

| share one budget and chief, and

firefighters could be moved w differ-
ent communities if needed.

The study has concemed several
Moraga fire officials who fearalagin
respanse time and reduced paramedic
staff under an administrative merger.
For the last 13 years, the city has aug-
mented county funds with a special
fire tax and fund-raising 1o provide
additional services.

Jeif Smith, whorepre-
nmlmilﬂl, nﬁhhvmdm—

included. “People are entitied to con-
mmmﬂu

MERGE

FROM PAGE 1
ment, possibly funded through the

“It"s critical to mainiaining our
paramedics program,” he said. If

paramedic services were shared, he
said it could take more than 20 min-

“We're abmost put in a
dhoice if we wwant to pre-
serve the quality of the
gmwbmf

Measure ¢
Lﬂmmhmpmuflmnli-
dated district for 22 years,

‘?-—5’! 73

tion could be achieved, including dif-

ferent options relating 1o Moraga.™

Other Moraga Fire Commission
mﬂuwmum
until the lmulw:mﬁm

are developed befare looking at other

“We’'ll have 1o see just how ex-
mllmldltmﬁmuw

ﬂﬁlﬂi},ﬂpﬂwbﬂ's;!m_mﬂu




'Officials simmering

over fire measure

By Karen Emanuel
starFwriTER  F -/ -93

Orinda and Moraga fire officials
are sunimering over &n advisory mea-
sure headed toward the November
ballot.

County supervisors voled lasi
week 10 ask voters inmost county fire
districisif they favor a consolidation
‘ol eight disricts mio one superdistnct.

If the current proposal stands,
voters inContra Costa and Riverview
fire districts, including Lafayene resi-
dents, will decide on the measure,

So will residents in Kensington,
Richmond and El Cerrito — even
though these independent districts
will not be included in the proposed

L
But Orinda and Moraga volers
will not be able to voiz on the matier,
even though Orinda isone of the dis-

wicls 10 become part of the new dis-
trict Supervisors said Orinda voters
will not be ‘asked their opinion be-
cause they already approved a similar
advisory measure in June which
asked if they favored a merge with an
unspecified district.

The Moraga district is not cur-
rently included in the consolidation
proposal.

Supervisor Jeff Smith, whose
supervisorial  district  includes
Lamorinda, opposed placing the
guestion before any voters. He was
ocutnumbered 3-1, with Supervisor
Sunne McPeak absent,

* An issue like thisis best decided
in a public meeting, rather than at the
ballot,” he said.

Smith preferred holding off on

Sea SIMMER, Page 2
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tual effect of the state budget on fire
distric incomes is known. He said the
ballot measure could be changed at
Tuesday's board meeting, afier the
Sun deadline.

At the Aug. 3 meeting, Moraga
and Orinda represemtatives failed 10
convince supervisors not to place the
question on the bailot

Key among their objections is that
theumsdlda.umﬁis;un is going 10
volers before a ly sponsored
mmmmem

"laeemmdnﬂmgumumm
electorate until more is known about
income from the state and the (Orinda
and Moraga) fire study is dooe and we
know what our options are,” said
Orinda Mayor Bobbie Landers.

The study, commissioned by the
two cities for nearly S21,000, is ex-
pecied 10 identify ways in which the
districts can work together and sepa-
rﬂ:l_y 10 reduce costs and improve

residents fear any con-
mlidlﬁm would jeopardize the
rllﬂﬂsmlampmwmm
has a non-profit foundation, and in-
come from a self-imposed fireflow

lax.

“It's a throw-away vole,” said Sue
Noe, a fire commissioner and the
IOWN Mmayor,

Noe said she is concerned over
the cost of an advisory voie she be-
lieves unnecessary and upset that the
board wanis 1o ask the views of voi-
ers in Kensingion, Richmond and El
Cerrito.

“If they want an advisory vote,
they should wait until they have more
information,” Noe said. “They 're ask-
ing for a vote in three districts where
they have no jurisdiction. Let's do s
reality check here,”

Orinda Fire Commissioner Bill
Gross said that if residents of other
fire districts are 10 voie on a consoli-
dation measure, they should have a
clear idea on which fire districts
would bemcrgadmd what the cost
savings would be.

“I'm afraid that if the wording on
ballots for other districts is as indirect
as it was on ours, people won't know
what they are voting for,” Gross said,

Consolidation has its supponers,
however,

Orinda Fire Marshal Ron Garland
said he believes consolidation can be
done effectively in Lamorinda with-
oul reducing response time or service
as long as no stations are closed.

“I think that consolidation is
something that needs to take place,

and not just in fire proteciion,” said
Garland, Since - March, when
Moraga’s fire marshal position was
eliminated, he has assisted with some
of that district s fire inspection duties,

“My personal and professional
opinion is that we would be better in
mlmgmmufuumtm“h

Mike Price, president of
ﬁmﬁglmuumi.nullmmm
group suppons the consolidation of

SETVICES.

“The issue in Moraga is maintain-

Il'. is l:h: threatened loss of the
district’s paramedic program and the
ﬁmfmmlmmﬁmd-
ficials and residents, she said. Noe
said she was unconvinced Moraga’
would be left out of consolidation
ﬁm“?hne feeling if you ask Super-
& you
visor Powers, he would say Moraga is
still part of the equation,” Noe said.
“If we ask Jeff Smith, he would say
take a look at where Moraga stands.”

Stll waiﬁng for fire district efficiencies

S=/I=

John Wolfe
g.lrESTWWMHiST Condia LowBon. Lo

Saying that our government is run in a businesslike
fashion sometimes is not a compliment.

Nm:tmfnwwwgm
can be made without hiring consultants uhngn,w-
vey ufﬂunmmdqﬁplnyaenptﬁim A slow and
costly process. Are the decisions better? Do the stock-
holders benefit? Maybe. Maybe not.

Our county government works: much the same w:y '
For years, our county has wanied o make fire service more

efficient. They have proceeded in a businesshike fashion,
Consultants have been consulted. Customers and em-
ployee opinions have been soliciled. The results 1o date?
‘Wecan have better service at lower cost through merger,
functional integration and consolidation of the dozen and
o half separate districis that provide fire service in the
county. But sometimes it appears that the process has
become more important than the results.

The most recent et in this seemingly endless drama
has (1) the City of Orinda and the Town of Moraga, both
served by county managed fire districts, jointly hiring yet
another outside consultant to “evaluate the ¢ for
altemative fire service delivery,” (2) the County Admin-
and continued of the desirability of consolida-
tion but deferral of final action and (3) the Supervisors
themselves putting yet another advisory measure on the
November ballot that asks selecied voiers: “Should exisi-

ing separate fire services be consolidaied 1o the greatest
extent possible into one fire department in order (0 pursue
cost savings and/or efficiencies?” Come on!
Wc'!imgﬂﬂfnt [ we keep treading water.

Bdurehﬂunn s election, of the fire dis-
trict tax increases said fire service faced a fiscal crisis, that
an emergency existed. And yet, after all eleven tax in-
nmnmdﬁumdmdqmdbudpnfumﬂm
tions 1o be funded from reserves set aside for

replacement, we find that we 're still plodding along, very

businesslike, spending scarce tax dollars on a less than
efficient organizational structure.

We're told that the impediments to quicker action are
all political — egos, personalities, protection of “turf,”
preservation of autonomy. That's probably true. These
same things slow down business decisions. And our
Board of Supervisors deserves credit for trying to recon-
dhd:ﬁgﬁﬂmb#uﬂurn Unhappy people
can frustrate the most worthy changes.

Bmhmmﬂmﬁtmmw
money and improve effectiveness, the process has reached
the peint where it sppears it is being used 10 postpone the
inevitable. We don't need another consultant, more explo-
ration or additional advisory votes.

Everyone knows what needs to be done, Everyone
mummmmﬁmm
Let’s geton with it. Please!

IwWﬂumFuchmCm
Taxpayers Association
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debated issue of consolidation,

Under consolidation, stations in
mmummm-

The study has concerned several
Moraga fire officials who fear alagin
respanse time and reduced paramedic

staff under an administrative merger.

For the last 13 years, the city has aug-

Fir ax sad P v g e
tax 1o provi

additional services.

sents Lamaorinda, said he favors con-

solidation plans only if Moraga is not

included. “People are entitled 1o con-

sideration for remaining separate, he
said.

'?-5?1-'?3

ﬁrmggg

“We're almost put in a
posttion where we have no
choice if we want to pre-

; Serve the quality of the

system we have.”

MERGE

FROM PAGE 1

ment, possibly funded through the
city's fire-flow tax — an assessment

based on home size that the city has @257
MMmWHM‘ .
and fire-protection services !

“It's critical to maintaining our
paramedics program,” he said, If
Mmmmﬂnﬂ.hﬁ
sudhnuulduh!,mtﬂlmﬂﬂmh-

mﬁﬂmmmm
 tion could be achieved, including dif-
ferent options relating 1o Moraga.”

Other Moraga Fire Commission
nmﬁﬂ;ndlhum:hmld“hh
until the actual consolidation I:-lll’

#;_.‘?

are developed before looking at other

“We'll have 1o see just how ex-
pem:iveimnﬂdbemfhunmnur
own district,” Fire Commission
nﬂnh:tl.ﬁﬂﬂmd]luﬂ.
—or 10 percent — from fire district
budgets in order 10 balance the bud-
gelL. Currently, supervisors plan to do
lhﬂby:lhnmﬂngiﬂpomnmsm
cutting back overtime and holiday
pay.
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FIREFIGHTER TIM BARTOLOMEI takes a breather Saturday after battling a two-alarm house fire in Moraga that caused an
estimated $400,000 worth of structure and content damage. Moraga Fire District investigators believe a short circuit in a television
started the fire at 1144 Sanders Drive. The blaze was reported at 11:10 am., and was under control shortly before noon. A passer-
by who tried to help extinguish flames with a garden hose suffered smoke inhalation,

Fire in Moraga

CHRIS MAYER/SPECIAL TO THE SUN

A two-alarm fire at a Sanders Drive residence Saturday caused an estimated $400,000 in damage. The blaze was reported at
11:10 a.m. and was under control within 40 minutes. Fighting the fire were two units from Moraga, three from Orinda and three from
Contra Costa fire districts, said Moraga fire Capt. Ed Borden. A neighbor who tried to fight the blaze before firefighters amived suffered
smoke inhalation. Borden said the point of the fire's origin was at the television set.

L
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Fire Captain Dave Brisbon uses his hose bowling skills to urvoll Lafayette Engine 17's hoses during a test. Any hoses unable to withstand a

ceftain pressure are discarded.

Students get a lesson in safety as firefighters
prepare for national Fire Prevention Week

By Stephanie Roberts

STAFF WRITER

LAFAYETTE — The Hazard
House may sound like an early Hal-
loween hangout, but it's actually part
of the curriculum for Moraga fourth-
graders.

Senior Firefighter Mark Watson
has taken students through the rickety
building behind the Moraga Way Fire
Station for the past four years as pan
of his public education stint during
Fire Prevention Week, Oct. 3 through
Oct. 9.

Walson gives the children a

Who: Moraga Frefighters

What: Open house, pancake breakiast
When: 0c1. 9

Where: Moraga Way Fre Station

Call: 3765154

waorksheet titled “Hunt for Home
Hazards" and they check off the ones
they find in the house, including toys
on the (loor, malches and medicine in
reach of chil dren and Frayed electrical
wiring, He said many of them go
home and look for hazards there.
“Ii's good 1o do this while they're
young 50 it becomes a part of them,”

Watson said.

Janet Carlson, mother of 0-year-
old Adrienne, agreed.

“They 're still at an age where this
is fun,"” she said.

The children also see a video and
then have a game-show quiz sessiony)
where the competition flares,

Nine-year-old Ryan Eidson in
Carol Scot’s Camino Pablo class was
quick to "buzz in" over and over on
the same question, eventually getting
the answer right on his fourth try. His
leammales chegred and gave him
high-fives.

Fourth-graders aren’t the only

oncs geiting a lesson in safety.
Throughoui the week, Watson goes 1o
grade school| classes and teaches a
different aspect of fire safety o each
drop and roll method; first-graders
learn all about firefighters; second-
graders take on home fire dnills; third-
graders leam earthquake safety; and
fifth-graders learn more advanced
exil drills,

Moraga firefighters are alsobusy
preparing for (beir annual Open
House and Pancake Breakfast, which
will be at the station Oct. 9. For more
information, call 376-5454.

TRENT MELBONM /SUN

Ali Cotrell checks for fire hazards in Moraga's Hazard House.,

Students check for fire dangers using a checklist provided by Moraga
firefighters.
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UPDATE ON THE MORAGA FIRE DISTRICT

After months of research into the most cost
ettective way to run the fire districts in Contra Costa
County, it appears the Contra Costa Board of
Supervisors is closer to consolidating firefighting
forces in the County by proposing two superdistricts,
However, at this point it appears the Town of
Moraga's request to be left out of any consolidation is
being granted. This means the Moraga Fire District
would remain intact while sharing management
personnel with the superdistricts.

One of the proposed superdistricts would encom-
pass the Orinda, Riverview, West Cou nty and Contra
Costa Fire Districts, The other superdistrict would
join together the volunteer districts of Bethel Island,
East Diablo and Oakley. The paid and volunteer
districts could not be joined, according to County
sources, because of the costs involved in replacing
volunteers with paid staff persons.

The current plan under which the fire districts
operate, known as “functional integration” is one in
which some services — such as the sharing of a Chief
by Riverview, Moraga, Orinda, Contra Costa
Consolidated and West County Districts — are shared
by separate Districts. This plan has saved the

County in excess of $1 million.

The Board of Supervisors has not finalized an}'th]ng
yet, and the possibility that Moraga may ultimately be
included in the consolidation is still real. In that event
the Town could be required to pay 6% of all of the
consolidated district’s overhead and the Town could
face the possibility of only having one representative
on the Fire District Board which will set the tax rate
and levels of service.

The Citizens Support Committee for Moraga Fire
Protection District Paramedic and Fire Services is still
working hard to insure that Moraga does not lose in
the effort. For member Ellen Dale, the maintenance of
the Moraga District’s sovereignty is a quality of life
issue, “today, it is comforting to know that paramedics
are five minutes away, especially when we know that
Moraga is so isolated and far from medical help.”
Throughout the process, the Committee will continue
to push for the high standard of service Moraga
residents have come to expect from the Fire District.

If vou have additional questions call Citizens
Support Committee representative Merle Gilliland at
[510) 935-6710.
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"This is one of the sad things
about integration,” said Gross. "We
aren’t included, and don't know
what's going on in cur own district.”

Rosalie Block, a former Orinda
fire commissioner now living in
Moeraga, said she has received several
phone calls from concerned residents,

She is critical of the timing, which
coincides with the district's impend-
ing consolidation with other county
fire districts, and the fact that no one
in Orinda was formally contacted,

“This is frightening because it
sounds like there are some critical in-
cidlents in which firefighters would
nen be called,” she smd, A change
like this should be discussed in the
community.”

Fire commuissioners were 1o meet
Tuesday night afier the Sun's dead-
line to discuss the proposal, Gross
said he had invited Allen Little, the
fire chief for Orinda and four other
districts, to the meeting, Little was out
of town last weelk and unavailable for
comment.

Fire Chief Bill Cullen, acting op-
erations chief for Orinda and the other
districts, said the proposal isn't a radi-
cal departure from the current proce-
dure for emergency dispatch.

"One of the driving forces behind
it is to keep services available that
may be needed for life-threatening
cmergencies,” Cullen said,

He said the plan is under review
by a county medical advisory board,
andl that the change would provide an
enhanced level of emergency re-
sponse.

The proposal modifies the emer-
gency medical dispatch service in ef-
fect since 1986, Dispatchers take in-
corming calls and are rained 1o deter-
ming lodetermine what type of medi-
cal response is needed,

The director for the Emergency
Medical Services Agency, a division
of the County Health Services De-
partment, called the modification “a
fine tuning” of a system already in
place,

The change has beenreviewed by
a medical advisory board of county
physicians, medical and emergency
specialists, said EMS direclor Art
Lathrop,

The proposed change would add
amiddle category 1o the county emer-
pency response process, said Lathrop,
Ttwould Fall betwees 1 code three call

et

“This 15 frightening becanse it sounds like there are some
critical incidents in which firefighters would not be
called. A change like this should be discussed in the

5 »n
community.
—Rosalie Block
for ambulance and fire response with Quick to note that the Lafayetie-
lights and sirens and a code two call  based ambulance service “hasdone a

for an ambulance only during a Jess
serious medical emergency,

“*These are incidents where wedo
want an ambulance, but there may not
be much a first responder can do,” he
said. “For bleeding and breathing
problems there would obviously be a
first responder, but there may be
medical problems where presence of
a person trained in first aid might not
make a difference.”

Orinda Fire Capt, Greg Holm said
hie sees the overall logic in freeing up
firefighters for more pressing calls,
but questioned whether Crinda would
benefit from such a procedure.

“There arc ot of arcas in the cen-
tral county where (ambulances) get
there before [ire,” he said.

“Here in Orinca it s a little differ-
ent because (the ambulance) responds
from Lafayete,” he said, noting that
Orinda firefighters are almost always
the first 1o a medical call.

great job of providing service 1o
Orinda,”™ he said there is still a com-
munity benefit to having firefighters
arnve first at a scene,

He estimated that, if the proposal
were approved, Orinda firefighters
would only respond 1o about 5 percent
fewer calls,

A resident who has closely fol-
lowed lire district issucs belicves the
move is a step toward consolidation
before the county has legal authority
to merge the districts,

Henry Saar has long criticized the
way much ol Orinda’s property tax
dollars are used for fire service in
other arcas of the coumty, while
Orinda's fire scrvices have been cul
back. He said he believes Orinda
should be allowed to respond to all
emergency medical incidents,

"Orinda surely should get that ser-
vice, and has more than paidto be a
first responder,” he said,
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