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What's New Update for February
MHS President's Message for February 2025

What's New is a monthly update posted online during months when we do not publish our quarterly newsletter.
Our 2025 Q1 Newsletter was published in January featuring The Fight for Open Space in Moraga by Susan
Sperry and a recap of the Time Capsule Ceremony, Moraga buries a time capsule on its 50th anniversary of
incorporation -- November 12, 2024, by Vera Kochan.

I would like to remind everybody to Renew your Membership for 2025 if you have not already done so, or
even consider making a Donation via PayPal. Our new year has kicked off expensively with a $1,900 bill to
replace a blower in the furnace which heats our History Center. This expense was necessary because the History
Center archives hold a couple thousand photographs, ten thousand plus paper documents in over 2,000 subject
folders, and hundreds of oversized maps in our map drawers, all vulnerable to the cold and damp of an unheated
building. Although attached to the library the history center has its own utility bills which total over $3,000
annually.

Air conditioning is not necessary during the summer because we sit in the shade of giant redwoods, though we
have been warned that the outdoor furnace compound was dangerously filled with redwood debris which we
have cleaned out. The Los Angeles fires remind us how vulnerable the archives are to fire, and we are gearing
up for a major push to digitize our entire photo collection this year. Your support is greatly appreciated!

The Road to Incorporation
and Beyond

Introduction — an aerial history tour of Moraga
The Shepherd Canyon Highway 77 Controversy
The Moraga vs the Martinez Mentality

The Tri-City and Boundary Controversies

The final incorporation struggle
Time Capsule Ceremony video — short version
Open Discussion

With Sue (McNulty) Rainey and Barry
Gross — former Moraga mayors

MHS Speaker Event: February 23, 2025
1:00 pm at the Casita

Coming up on February 23, 2025 at 1 pm in the Casita Building of the Hacienda is our first Speaker Event, The
Road to Incorporation and Beyond, featuring former mayors Sue (McNulty) Rainey and Barry Gross. We
have a very special presentation lined up and still have spaces. Email Susan Sperry at ranchsusan@aol.com.



https://moragahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/MHSNewsletter2025Q1.pdf
https://moragahistory.org/membership/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=HG8AGB88X23T8

The Resources section of our web site now has an index of our various Collections which have been organized
according to a system of General Subjects, Time Periods, Location Types and Specific Subjects, each of which
provides catalogs of scanned items you can access online as good resolution files. We have a long way to go in
scanning, but thanks to "Aerials™ starting with the letter "A" that photo folder has already been scanned. These
images have enabled us to put together a very special presentation for the upcoming Speaker Event.
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The first part of the event will be an aerial history tour of Moraga comparing past aerial photos with current
Google Earth shots which sets the stage for topics about the growth of Moraga since the 1950s and the push for
incorporation. We will publish a pdf version of the presentation on our web site afterwards.

The interactive format will work as follows. Once a topic has been introduced, Barry and Sue will be given a
chance to answer each question, and before we move on to the next question, the audience will be asked if
anybody has anything else to add. At the end of the four topic discussion we will show a shortened version of
the Time Capsule Ceremony video and then, assuming we still have time, open the floor to additional questions
or insights you may not have had a chance to offer during the topic discussions.

For some of you the material may be new and eye-opening about the history of Moraga. For others it may open
memory flood-gates. We think this will be a very special event and we thank Sue (McNulty) Rainey and Barry
Gross for making this possible.

Susan Sperry, MHS President

Moraga Historical Society

Web Site: www.MoragaHistory.org
Email: info@MoragaHistory.org
Phone: (925) 377-8734

YouTube: @MoragaHistoricalSociety

Mail: PO Box 103, Moraga, CA, 94556

History Center: 1500 St. Mary’s Rd., Moraga, CA 94556-2099 (Open Thursdays 1-3 pm)
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