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Volunteers are the Core of the Town of Moraga Spirit
By Susan Sperry

Since its inception, Moraga has relied heavily on volunteers and clings to a philosophy of minimal government.
Shunning the word “city”” Moraga prefers to call itself a “town” and strives to preserve this small-community
flavor. The essence of the Moraga spirit IS this sense of volunteerism.

The volunteer groups listed below are dedicated to making Moraga a better community:

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) is about readiness, people
helping people, rescuer safety, and doing the greatest good for the greatest
number. CERT is a positive and realistic approach to emergency and disaster
situations where citizens will be initially on their own, and their actions can be
S effective. In 1993 The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
LAMORINDA decided to make the concept and program available to communities nationwide.
COMMUNITY EMERGENCY The Emer M t Institute (EMI). i . th the L
RESPONSE TEAM gency Management Institute (EMI), in cooperation with the Los
Angeles Fire Department, expanded the CERT materials to make them
applicable to all hazards. In January 2002, CERT became part of the Citizen Corps, a unifying structure to link a
variety of related volunteer activities to expand a community's resources for crime prevention and emergency
response. In January 2004, all 50 states, three territories and six foreign countries were using the CERT training
program. Through training, citizens can manage utilities and put out small fires; treat the three killers by
opening airways, controlling bleeding, and treating for shock; provide basic medical aid; search for and rescue
victims safely; and organize themselves and spontaneous volunteers to be effective. Contact person: Dennis
Rein, Prescribed Fire Program Manager (925-258-4529).

The idea for the Moraga Garden Club (MGC) was germinated by several
transplanted women around a kitchen table in 1970. A non-profit organization,
MGC has been a resource for all levels of garden enthusiasts ever since. The
focus is to create and maintain visual beauty throughout Moraga, to contribute to
civic participation and conservation, and education. MGC takes care of various
areas in Town, sections of the Commons, the Perennial Garden at the Hacienda
de la Flores, a large triangle intersecting Rheem Blvd., the Library urn and four
others on Country Club Drive. Recognizing the serious and rapid decline of
monarch butterflies, the Moraga Garden Club spearheaded building a Monarch
Habitat and Demonstration Garden at Rancho Laguna Park in 2021. Contact
person: Elizabeth Lee- eleernc3@gmail.com, 925-216-2260.

Founded in 1977, the mission of the Rescue 1 Foundation is to receive and
administer donations to enhance public safety by providing advanced medical and
safety equipment, supplies and educational services for the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District. The Rescue 1 Foundation has provided supplies, training, and equipment
thanks to community donations. Such equipment includes the Ambulance
Decontamination Fogger, Stryker Gurney, DJI Inspire 2 Drone, Kubota RTV
X1100, and Stokes Litter Tie-In System. To learn more about the Rescue 1
Foundation, please visit their website at www.rescuelfoundation.org. Contact
person: Board president Rob Schroeder at robschroeder@me.com.




The Friends of the Moraga Library (Friends) is a non-profit
FRIENDS OF THE organization dedicated to improving library services in Moraga, formed

M O R AG A in 1967. The Friends provide the library with books, magazines, DVDs
and CDs, furniture, and equipment; also sponsoring community
LI B R A RY programs and events. The Friends Book Shop is open most days during
library open hours when volunteers are available. Volunteer
opportunities include membership, newsletter, publicity, book sorting,

book sales, and serving on the Board. Membership forms are available at the library or can be sent by
contacting FOML94556(@gmail.com Contact person: Sally Whittaker 925-376-5133.

The Moraga Community Foundation (MCF), formed in 2015, is

< a philanthropic organization. Its mission is to collaborate with the
community to build a vibrant future for Moraga. Toward that end,
the Moraga Community Foundation is committed to identifying and
pursuing significant projects that it believes will benefit the
community both in the short and long term. In July of 2023, the

Foundation completed the Moraga Common’s Enhancement

campaign for the procurement and delivery of a new public

restroom building to the Commons and other needed improvements
to the park. Past projects included the Community Watch Campaign which raised funds for the Moraga Police
Department for the purchase of license plate reading police cameras for solving crimes. In addition, the
Foundation invested heavily in the Rheem Theatre and re-opened it for a year with a goal of preserving the
Theatre as a focal point for local family entertainment. The Foundation encourages community members to
bring to it ideas regarding other significant projects that will help improve this Town. The mission is to create a
sense of a Moraga community by enhancing recreational, cultural, and educational activities while improving
the park facilities in the Town of Moraga. Contact person: Dave Trotter 925-876-1503.
info@moragacommunityfoundation.org.

The Moraga Education Foundation (MEF), founded in 1981

M \.:I B,AGA raises funds to preserve and enhance educational opportunities for

all students attending Moraga public schools through a broad-

EDUC ATION based corpmunity §ffort. It is believed that tog;ther, the eqtire

community can build a better future for our children, consistent

FOUND NI ON with the educational goals of the Moraga School District and
Campolindo High School. Contact person: Heather Davis and Ana
Moon, MEF@moragaeducation, org. 925-376-0934.

Prior to the incorporation of Moraga in 1974, there was a Parks and
Recreation Authority. After incorporation, William Penn Mott, an Orinda
resident and then the Director of the California Park Service, advised that a
Park and Recreation Foundation be formed to fund charitable purposes.
Consequently, The Moraga Park and Recreation Foundation was founded
in 1976, modeled after the California Park Foundation. There were seven
board members, all Moraga residents. The mission is to create a sense of a
Moraga community by enhancing recreational, cultural, and educational
activities while improving the park facilities in the Town of Moraga. The
name was shortened to Moraga Park Foundation in 2009.Contact person:
Matt Brobak, President.




The Moraga Historical Society (MHS) was established in 1965 to gather
and preserve knowledge about the history of the land grant Rancho Laguna
de los Palos Colorados, land now occupied by the town of Moraga and
portions of the cities of Orinda and Lafayette. The Rancho was a land grant
of 13,316 acres which was awarded to Joaquin Moraga and his cousin, Juan
Bernal, by the Mexican government in 1841. Moraga was the grandson of
Jose Joaquin Moraga, who was second in command in the De Anza
expedition, and was also noted as the founder of the San Francisco Presidio.
The Moraga History Center, located in the Moraga Library building,
contains the collections of artifacts, photos, books, and vertical files about
the town of Moraga. The Society has published a hardcover book, Moraga’s
Pride, and supported a soft bound book Images of America: Moraga which
cover the history of the Rancho. Contact person: Susan Sperry 925-819-0489
or ranchsusan@aol.com or moragahistory.org.

Founded in 2006, the Moraga Citizens Network (MCN), is a non-profit,
grassroots organization dedicated to encouraging civic, recreational, and
‘ ‘ community engagement in the Town of Moraga. By providing non-partisan

information on events, opportunities, and issues, it promotes and fosters

awareness, participation, and a sense of belonging to all who reside or work in

the Town or visit the Moraga community. This is accomplished by writing
MORAGA CITIZENs NETwork and sending out the MCN Link 2 times per month to well over 2100

subscribers with ways to participate; by having an active social media
presence through Facebook and Instagram; by promoting and inviting people to the State of the Town
Luncheon; by taking the lead in forming the Citizen of the Year committee that honors outstanding people who
have made significant contributions to our town. https://moragacitizensnetwork.org. Contact person: Ellen
Beans 925-878-8314.

Art in Public Spaces (APSC) founded in 2005, mission is to bring the arts to
Moraga. This could be in the form of sculpture, painting, poetry, video,
pottery, murals, dance, or music. The Committee's goal is to put a spotlight on
the arts, making the arts an everyday experience. Additionally, the
Committee's role is to review and recommend the selection and acceptance of
loaned or donated artwork to the Town Council, and review and make
recommendations to the Town Council on the deaccession or removal of
artwork. APSC consists of five members appointed by the Town Council and
includes a non-voting liaison from the Town Council. The remaining
members are residents of Moraga. Check out: moraga.ca.us/265/Art-in-Public-Spaces-Committee, Chair Holly
Hartz 510-813-4472.

TOWN OF MORAGA
ARTINPUBLIC SPACES

B Fwes a4 The Moraga iKind “mission is to promote kindness and courtesy, to foster

WWW. m°"aga‘k'"d a5 . courage and bravery, based on the belief that empathy and inclusion

MBEL R constitute the foundation on which community is built." Moraga iKind was
formed by Wendell Baker while he served as a scoutmaster, former
superintendent of the Moraga School District Bruce Burns, and Eric
Andresen in 2012. iKind encourages students to "Be an Upstander" when it
A : comes to bullying by urging them to: "refuse to be a bystander; lend a hand;

alert an adult stop spreadmg hurtful messages; speak up; be a friend; respect differences; use welcoming
language; listen to others; and encourage discussions." For more information visit: www.moragaikind.org or
email Baker at: Wendell@able-baker.com. Contact person: Wendell Baker.




Guest speaker Leslie Crenna discussed Prohibition during early 1900s in Moraga

By Vera Kochan

Another fascinating presentation for Moraga Historical Society members and guests was a discussion by
researcher Leslie Crenna who uncovered the effects of the Prohibition Era on Moraga’s saloons (and there were
several in the area). The Feb. 22 event at the Casita, located on the grounds of the Hacienda de las Flores,
included astounding historical information along with a bevy of interesting slides. Crenna, who drove all the
way from Woodland (near Sacramento), is in the process of writing a book about Prohibition in Contra Costa
County.

MORAGA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PRESENTS

A DISCUSSION ABOUT PROHIBITION IN LAMORINDA GIVEN BY LOCAL
HISTORY AUTHOR LESLIE CRENNA. HER FOCUS WILL INCLUDE SALOON
CULTURE AND LOCAL “WETS". TEMPERANCE CRUSADERS AND LOCAL
“DRYS." THE COUNTY ENFORCEMENT CAMPAIGN OF 1923, CLEVER
TRICKS OF BOOTLEGGERS, AND REBOUNDING POST-REPEAL BUSINESSES.

enforcement, and the
saloons, roadhouses, a

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2026, 1-3 PM
CASITA AT THE HACIENDA DE LAS FLORES
2100 DONALD DRIVE, MORAGA
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e What was Prohibition?

e Why Go Dry? (Liquor Problem)
e “Wets” (Saloons, Hotel Bars, More) (1850s - 1910s)
e “Dry” Movement (1850s - 1910)

e Marching Towards Prohibition (1911 - 1920)

e The Day “It” Happened & Enforcement (1920 - 1933) AGANSI\TS GREATEST FOE

e Making the Best of It & Repeal (1933) VO’IPE NO _bay;,gtl}mdz

e Questions, Discussion, Stories (2:45pm) RN CHlbrs v e

Crenna’s presentation started with the Roaring 20s when women began to assert themselves (shorter dresses,
public smoking and drinking). The world was changing with the invention of cars, the United States’
involvement in World War I, and the Stock Market collapse. “It was believed by many that saloons were ‘the
cause’ of all the excess drinking problems, and so it was time to close them down, because moderation was not
good enough.”

Moraga’s neighbor, Canyon, had saloons (“the wets”), that stayed open to “feed” the cravings for liquor, which
were called “spoon foggles”. Before Prohibition, there were land feuds over saloon territory that often ended in
murder. Hanson’s Hotel & Saloon (1890) and Bottomley’s Place (Redwood Inn) were establishments that also
offered gambling and cock fighting. “Many saloons didn’t even have a liquor license,” stated Crenna. In 1913,
when the trains came rolling through Moraga, their employees were supplied with liquor from the Moraga
Valley General Store during depot stops.

The temperance movement was responsible for establishing “the drys” — locations where the drinking
population could frequent that didn’t sell liquor. The Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) was
formed by women who were tired of their husbands spending hard-earned wages and coming home drunk and




abusive. Its members would wreak havoc at watering holes by throwing stones, singing temperance songs, and
praying.

January 17, 1920, was the day the manufacturing and sale of alcohol became illegal throughout the United
States, and Prohibition was established (the Volstead Act). However, before the law came into effect, people
scrambled to buy liquor while they still could. The downside of Prohibition was that it fueled bootlegging,
organized crime, and corruption until it was repealed in 1933.

Some institutions, such as Moraga’s Saint Mary’s College, found a loophole in the law by manufacturing
sacramental wine. Eventually, the Town’s Moraga Bar added the letter “n” to its name, because local law
prohibited the advertising of saloons. Hence the name “Moraga Barn”.

MHS Board of Directors take private tour of Joaquin Moraga Adobe
By Vera Kochan

The Moraga Historical Society (MHS) Board of Directors were treated to a private tour of the now open-to-the-
public, Joaquin Moraga Adobe. The rainy Feb. 17 morning didn’t dampen the spirits of the small group of
history lovers.

T AR
)

On hand to give the tour and answer any questions were Friends of Joaquin Moraga Adobe (FJIMA) President
Kent Long, Museum Committee Chair Teresa Long, FIMA Secretary Jeff Boero, and Joaquin Moraga
descendant Lance Beeson.

The Adobe was built in 1841 by Don Joaquin Moraga as part of two family homesteads on 13,000 acres (the
other belonged to his cousin Don Juan Bernal). This land grant from the Mexican government was named “El
Rancho Laguna de los Palos Colorados and the Adobe is now a California State Historic Landmark (#509).
The current property is contained within 2.3 acres and is located at 60 Adobe Lane in Orinda.

MHS helped with the fundraising efforts to make the Adobe come back to life by donating $100,000 thanks to
generous donations from its members.




FANDANGO

'SR Apopular form of entertainment and socializing in the )
rancho days of Calfornia was the fandango, a multi-day
party with music food and lots of dancing.

s detaled descriptions of the adobe, the Mocaga
tamiy, the dancing. and the food served makes the.
fandango celebration come o el

A reproduction excerpt of Nis diary s on display i the

Scenes from the Joaquin Moraga Adobe

Long explained, “We have had docent training for volunteers to give tours. By having tours it’s a way of giving
a lot of information, as opposed to having signs posted for your own self-guided tour.”

“Everything is a work in progress,” added Beeson. “We are far from finished.”
Teresa stated, “School kids are a priority for us.”

“We have based everything on the time period of 1855 when we began reconstructing the Adobe and its
contents," said Long, while noting that Moraga lived there during 1841 — 1855. "It’s a rehabilitation as opposed
to a restoration.” With that in mind, subsequent owners added windows, wood frames and more bedrooms.
Eventually one of the bedrooms was converted into a kitchen.

Each room now contains furniture and items, while not necessarily Moraga’s but as close to the era as possible,
in order to "build a picture” of what life was like in rancho days of the period. The last room of the tour exposes
visitors to loads of written information that helps to put the Adobe’s history into context.

FIMA notes the many benefits of the years-long project to open the Adobe to the public: the preservation of the
oldest building in the East Bay; a permanent history exhibit emphasizing California’s rancho era, the Moraga
family, and lifestyles of early settlers; school tours with an emphasis on California history; creating a true
connection between the rich regional history and today; the opportunity to create demonstration gardens of
native plants; and community service opportunities for Scouts, garden clubs, history clubs, and interpretive
volunteers.

Joaquin Moraga Adobe tours are now open to the public. For more information visit: www.MoragaAdobe.org.




Lafayette-Moraga History Trail - A Tapestry of Time and Place

Two years ago the Lafayette Historical Society, Moraga Historical Society and East Bay Parks District under
the leadership of Shane Reisman undertook the design of 9 interpretative panels along the 7.5 mile Lafayette-
Moraga Regional Trail from the Olympic staging area to Valle Vista. Completion is expected by the end of

June. Here is an advance glimpse of the historical stops in Moraga. Congratulations to Shane and everybody!
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MORAGA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PRESENTS

GERALD S.HENIG,AUTHOR AND PROFESSOR EMERITUS OF
HISTORY AT CSU EAST BAY. HENIG WILL DISCUSS HIS LATEST
BOOK —- AMERICA'’S PRESIDENTS:WHAT YOUR HISTORY
TEACHER NEVERTOLDYOU. RESEARCH COMPILED OVER 40
YEARS HAS CULMINATED INTHIS FACTUALTELL-ALL OF
OUTRAGEOUS PRESIDENTIAL BEHAVIOR, CRAZY DECISIONS,
LESSER-KNOWN ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS,AND SEX

SCANDALS.YOU'LL FIND THIS BOOK HARD TO PUT DOWN!
BOOKS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE CASH OR CHECK.

AMERILRA o
FRESILNDENI S

wWhat Your

Gerald S. Henig

SUNDAY, MAY 3,2026, |1-3 PM

CASITA AT THE HACIENDA DE LAS FLORES
2100 DONALD DRIVE, MORAGA

RSVP TO RANCHSUSAN@AOL.COM
BY APRIL 24, 2026

MORAGA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERS FREE, GUESTS $5
CASH OR CHECK ONLY
RESERVATIONS ONLY
NO CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS
LIMITED SEATING




Obiuary: AlDessaver |

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Al Dessayer, born in
Paris, France on August
26, 1939, passed away
in Moraga on February
25, 2026. His family
immigrated to the
United States in 1949,
settling in Glendale,
California where Al
attended junior and high
schools. He spent a year
at UCLA before
receiving an NROTC
competitive appointment to the U. S. Naval Academy,
graduating with the class of 1961.

Al was active in volunteer work--coaching sports,
participating in parents’ clubs and other volunteer
organizations. He worked on the incorporation of Moraga
in 1974, becoming the Town Treasurer, and later a
Planning commissioner. In 2006, Al served as president
of the Moraga Historical Society. Serving as a Town
council member for three terms, Al was elected mayor. In
1997, he was selected as Moraga’s Citizen of the Year.
He enjoyed traveling, visiting all fifty states and over
seventy-five countries. He was a bridge Life Master and
enjoyed playing golf, gardening, walking, and
backpacking.

Third Grade History Tour

e -i-." . -

Did you know that those hard chocolate colored stones
you sometimes see glistening on Moraga trails after rain
were once alive? Third graders from Rheem, Camino
Pablo, Los Perales, Saklan and Canyon schools will learn
why and lots more through our history tour.




Moraga Historical Society
P. O. Box 103
Moraga, California 94556

Keith Katzman is a Moraga resident

since 1966. Keith continues to show his

passion for Moraga by always volunteering

to help the people in Moraga and make

our town one of the best places in America

to live. e o e

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it
makes sense to assess what improvements can be
made so that you're not leaving money on the table
at closing. But what are those improvements?

I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 37 years.

DRE 00875484
Q253767771

keith.katzman@compass.com Let's work together well before a sale so that you can

benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

COMPASS

Compass is o real estate broker licensed by the State of Califernia and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771, All material presented hersin is intended for informational purposes only
and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without natice. Mo statement i made as to accuracy of any description. All

measurements and square footogs are opproximate.
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